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PREFACE. 



T NOW difcharge my promife, and com- 
plete mj defign of writing the Hiftory of 
die De(£ae and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
both in the Weft and the £a{l. The whole 
period extends from the age of Trajan and 
the Antonines, to the taking of Conftantii- 
nO{de by Mahomrt the fecoud ; and includes 
a review of the Crufades and the ftate of 
Rome during the middle ages. Since the 
publication of the firft * volume, twelve years 
have elapied ; twelve years, according to my 
wifli, ** of health, of leifure, and of perfe- 
** verance," I may now congratulate my 
deliverance from a long and laborious fervice, 
and my fatisfadion will be pure and perfe£^, 
if the public favour fhould be extended to the 
eonclufion of my work. 

• AUading to the Quarto Edition, in which fizc the Work 
^^as priginally pabllffied. 

A3 It 
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vi PREFACE. 

It was mjr firll intentioa to have colleAed, 
under one view, the numerous authors, of 
every age and language, frf m wl|f tn I have 
derived the materials of this hiftofy ; and I 
am ilill convinced that the apparent oftenta* 
tion would be more than compenfated by real 
ufe. If I have reaounced this idea j if I have 
declined an undertaking which .had obuined 
the approbation of a maftcr*artift *, -myrex- 
«cufe may be found in the extreme difficuhy of 
afligning a proper meafure to fuch^ oatalogue. 
A naked lift of names and editions would not 
be fatisfadory either tomyfelfor myreadevs^ 
the charaders of the {niacipal Authors of tht 
Roman and Byzantine Hiftory have . beea 
occafionally connefted with the events winch 
they defcribe ; a more copious and critical 
enquiry might indeed deferve, but it would 
demand, an elaborate volume, which might 
fwell by degrees into a general library of 
hiftorical writers. For the prefent I (hall coa- 
tent myfelf with renewing my ferious pro- 
teftation, that T have always endeavoured to 

draw from the fountain-head ; tl^t my curio* 

/ 

• Sec Dr. Robcrtfon's Preface to bis Hiftory of Amcriea. 

Citj, 
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fity, a^ wdl aa a fenfe of duty, has always 
urged me to ftudy the originals ; and that, if 
they have fometimes eluded my fearch, I have 
carefully marked the fecondary evidence, on 
whofe faith a paflage or a fa£l were redueed 
to depend. 

I fliaU bon revifit the banks of the lake of 
Laufaone, a country which I have knowii and 
loved from my early youth. Under a mild 
goverameiit, amidft a beauteous landfkip,. in 
a life of leifure and independence, and. among 
a people of eafy and elegant manners, I have 
tenjoyed, and may again hope to enjoy, the 
varied pleafares of retirement and fociety. 
But I fiiall ever glory in the name and cha« 
rafter of an Englifhman : I am proud of my 
birth in a free and enlightened country ; and 
-the approbation of that country is the beft an4 
moft honourable reward of my labours. Were 
I ambitious of any other patron than the 
Public, I would infcribe this work to a Statef- 
man, who, in a long, a ftormy, and at length 
an unfortunate adminiftration, had many 
political opponents, almod without a perfonal 
enemy ^ who has reuined, in his fall from 

power, 
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power, many faithful and difinterefted friends; 
and who, under the prefTure of feverc iii-^ 
firraity, enjoys the lively vigour of his mind^ 
and the felicity of his incomparable temper. 
Loud North will permit me to exprefs the 
feelings of friendfliip in the language of truth : 
but even truth and friendfliip fhould be 
(ilent, if he ftill difpenfed the favours of the 
crown. 

. In a remote folitude, vanity may ftill whii^ 
|>er in my ear, that my readers, perhaps, may 
enquire, whether, in the conclufion of the 
prefent work, I am now taking an everlafting 
farewell They ihall hear all that I know 
myfelf) all that I could reveal to the moft inr 
timate friend. The niotive$ of a£^ion or 
filence are now equally balaoced i nor caa I 
' {)ronotttice in my moft fecret thoughts^ on 
which fide the icale will preponderate. I can*- 
not diifcmble that Six ample Quartos muft 
have tried) and may have exhaufted, the in^ 
dulgence of the. Public ; that in the repeti- 
tion of fimilar attempts, a fucceisful Author 
Jbas much more to lofe, than he can hope to 
.gain; that I am now defcending into the vale 

of 
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PREFACE. U 

of years ; and that the moft refpedable of 
my countrymeQf the men whom I afpire to 
imitate^ have refigned the pen of hiftory about 
the faime period of their lives. Yet I confider 
that the annals of ancient and modern times 
may afford many rich and interefting fub- 
jeds ; that I am ftill pofleffed pf health and 
leifure ; that by the pradice of writing, fome 
(kill and facility muft be acquired ; and that, 
in the ardent purfuit of truth and knowledge, 
I am not confcious of decay. To an adive 
mind, indolence is more painful than labour ; 
and the firft months of my liberty will be 
occupied and amufed in the excurfions of 
curioTity and tafte* By fuch temptations, I 
have been fometimes feduced from the rigid 
duty even of a pleafmg and voluntary talk : 
but my time will now be my own ; and in 
the ufe or abufe of independence, I ihall no 
longer fear my own reproaches or thofe of 
my friends. I am fairly entitled to a year of 
jubilee : next fummer and the following win* 
ter will rapidly pafs away ; and experience 
only can determine whether I ihall ftill prefer 
the freedom and variety of ftudy to the de* 
fign and compofition of a regular work, which 
8 animates 
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animates, while it confines, the daily appli- 
cation of the Author. Caprice and accident 
may influence my choice ; but the dexterity 
of felf-love will contrive to applaud cithei^ 
aftive induftry, or philofophic repofe. 

Downing-Strsct, 
Af^ t, 1788. 
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P.S. I fliall embrace this opportunity of in* 
troducing two verbal remarks, which have not 
conveniently oflFered themfelves to my notice. 

1. As often as I ufe the definitions of beyond the 
Alps, the Rhine, the Danube, &c. I generally 
fuppofe myfelf at Rome, and afterwards at Con« 
ftantinople; without obferving whether this reU* 
4ive geography may agree with the local, but 
▼ariable, fituation of the reader, or the hiftoriam 

2. la proper names of foreign, and efpecially of 
Oriental origin, it (hould be always our aim to 
cxprefs in our Englifh verfion, a faithful copy of 
the original. 3ut this rule, which is founded qn 
a juft regard to uniformity and truth, muil often 
be relaxed ; and the exceptions will be limited or 
enlarged by ' the cuftom of the language and the 
tafte of the interpreter. Our alphabets may be 
often defeAive : a harfh found, an uncouth fpell* 
jng, might oflFend the ear or the eye of our coun«t 
frymen ; and fome words, notorioufly corrupt, 
are fixed, and, as it vitrcj naturalized in the vulgar 
tongue. The prophet Mohammed can no longer 
be dripped of the famous, though improper, ap- 
pellation of Mahomet ; the well-known cities of 
Aleppo, Pamafcus, and Cairo, would almoft be 
loft in the ftrange defcriptions of Halebj Damajhkj 
and Al Cabira : the titles and offices of the Otto- 

man 
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( man empire are fafliioned by ttie practice of three 

j hundred years ; and we are pleafed to blend the 
three Chinefe menefylhiblet, Cm-fA^izeey in the 
refpeftable name of Confucius, or even to adopt 
the Portuguefe corruption of Mandarin. But I 
i«oql4 vary the ufe of, 2Lproafter and 2ierdq/ht^ as 

' I drew my information from Greece or . Perfia ; 
fince our connedtion with India, the genuine 77- 
ffwur is reftored to the throne of Tamerlane : our 
moCt correal writers have retrenched the ^4 the 
fuperfliuous article, from the Koran ; and we efcape 

, an amb^uoos termination, by adopting Mfflem 
inftead of Mufulman, in the plural number* In 
thefe, and in a thoufand examples, the fhades of 
fliftindion are often minute ; and I can feel, where 
I cannot explain^ the motives of my choice. 

IS* At the end of the Hiftory, the reader wOl find a Genera) 
Index to the whole Work, which has been drawn up 
by a perfon frequently employed < in works of this 
nature. 
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CHAP- XXXIX. 

2eno and Anajiqftusj Emperors (f the Eajl.-^ 
Birtb^ Education^ and firjl Exploits of Theo- 
doric the OJlrogoih. — HU Invq/ion and Conqu^ 
(f Italy.^Tbe Gothic Kingdom of Italy.-^State 
(f the WeJl.^^MiUtary and Civil Government.— 
The Senator Boethius.'^Lq/i Ails and Death if 
Tbeodoric. 

AFTER the fall of the Roman Empire in chap. 
the Weft, an interval of fifty years, till the ***'^- 
memorable reign of Juftinian, is faintly marked 
by the obfcure names and impeifed annals of 
Zeno, Anaftafius, and Juftin, who facceffively a- 
fcended ;he throne of Conftantinople. During the 
fame period, Italy revived and flouriihed under 
the government of a Gothic king, who might 
Vol. VIL B have 
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1 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, have deferved a ftatue among the befl: and braveft 
v^^^!L of the ancient Romans. 

Birth and Thcodoric the Oftrogoth, the fourteenth in li- 
ofTheo- neal defcent of the royal line of the Asudi', wa» 
**"a.d. horn in the neighbourhood of "Vienna* two years 
4S5-475* after the death of Attila. A recent viftory had 
reftored the independence of the Oftrogoths ; and 
the three, brothers, Walamir, Theodemir, and 
Widimir, who ruled that tearlike nation with united 
counfels, had feparately pitched their habitations 
in the fertile though defolate province of Pannonia* 
The Huns ftill threatened their revoked fubjeds, 
but their hafty attack was repelled by the fmgle 
forces of Walamir, and the news of his viGtory 
reached the didant camp of his brother in the 
fame aufpicious moment that the favourite concu- 
bine of Theodemir veas delivered of a fon and heir. 
In the eighth year of his age, Theodoric was re- 
Iu£lantly yielded by his father to the public in- 
tereft, as the pledge of an alliance which Leo, 
emperor of the Eaft, had confented to purchafe 
by an annual fubfidy of three hundred pounds of 
gold. The royal hdftage was educated at Con* 
ftantinople with care and tendernefs. His body 

> Joraaivclcs (de Rebus Geticit, c. 13, 14. p. 629, 630. edit. Grot} hat 
drawn the pedigree of Theodoric from Gapt, one of the jinfes or Ocmi-godsy 
wtio lived about the time of Domitian. Cafliodori us» the firft who celebrates 
the royal race of the Amali (Variar. viii. 5. ix. 25. x. 2. xu i.Jt rcckops 
the grandfon of Theodoilc as the xviltb io defcent. Peringfciold (the Swe- 
dish commenutor of Cocbloeus. V it* Theodoric p. 271 >&c. Stockhohn, 
1^9) labours to conned this geneak>gy with the legends or traditions of 
bis native country. 

2 More correaiy on the banks of the lake Pelfo (Nieufiidler-fee) near 
Camiintuai, almoft on the fiune fpot where Marcos Antottnitts compofed his 
meditations (Jonundes, c. 52. p. 659* Severin, Pannonia llluilrata> p»aA. 
Cellarius, Gcogniph. Aniiq. torn. L p. 350.). 
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tiras formed to all the exercifes of war, his mind ^xxxxf* 
vas expanded by the habits of liberal converfa* 
tion; he frequented the fchools of the mod (kilful 
mafters ; but he difdained or neg1e6ted the arts of 
Greece, and fo ignorant did he always remain of 
the fir(t elements of fcience, that a rude mark wad 
contrived to reprefent the fignature of the illiterate 
king of Italy '• As foon as he had attained the age 
of eighteen, he was reftored to the Ixriflies of the 
Oftrogoths, whom the emperor afpired to gain by 
liberality and confidence. Walamir had fallen in 
battle ; the youngeft of the brothers, Widimif^ 
had led away into Italy and Gaul an arthy of Bar-' 
barians, and the whole nation acknowledged for 
their king the hther of Theodoric. His ferocious 
fubjeds admired the ftrength and ftature of their 
young prince * ; and he foon convinced them that 
he had not degenerated from the valour of his an^ 
ceftors. At the head of fix thoufand volunteers 
he fecretly left the camp in quell of adventures^ 
defcended the Danube as far as Singidunum or 
Belgrade, and foon returned to his fsither with 
the fpoils of a Sarmatian king whom he had van^ 
quiflied and flain. Such triumphs, however, were 

3 The foor Mi kttcrs of his name (©EGA) were mfcribed on a gold 
pUitCy aod when it was fixed on the paper, the king drew his pen through 
tbc Intervals (Anonym. Yalefian. ad Calcen) Amin. Marccliin. p. 7ai>)* 
This attthcmic fa A, with the teftimony of Procopius, or at leaft of die con#- 
temporary Goths .(Cotliic. 1. i. c. z. p. 3ii)> fur outweighs tlie vague 
pnufea of Bnnodius (Sirmond. Opera, torn. i. p. 1596. and Thcopharte^ 
(Cbrooo^raph. p. iia.)* 

4 Sutura eft quae refignet proceritate regnantem (Ennodius, p. 1614.)* 
The hifliop of Pavia (i mean the ecde&aftic who wiihed to be a bi/ho]>) 
Chen pn>cc«di to «ctabratt dw • complexion, tjFts^ haadt, ftc. pf hit fo- 
TcreisQ, 

B 1 productive 
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^.-i^,.*"^,. trogothft were reduced to extreme diftrefg by the 
want of clothing and food. They unanimouily. 
refolved todefert their Pannoniau encampments^ 
2ind boldly to advance into the warm and wealthy 
neighbourhood of the Byzantine courti which al- 
ready maintained in pride and luxury fa many 
bands of confederate Goths. After proving by 
fome a6ls of hoftility that they could be dangerous, 
or at lead troublefome enemies, th^ Odrogotba 
ibid at a high price their reconciliation and fidelity, 
accepted a donative of lands and money, and were 
entrufted with the defence of the lower Danube, 
under the command of Theodoric, who fucceeded 
after his father^s death to the hereditary throne of 
the Amali % 
The rripn ^^^^ hcto, dcfccnded from a race of kings, muft 
*^a'T/ ^^^ defpifed the bafe Ifaurian who was inverted 
474— 491- with the Roman purple, without any endowments 
A^jjr. 9. of n^Jnd or body, without any advantages of royal 
birth, or fuperior qualifications. After the failure 
of the Theodofian line, the choice of Pulcberia 
and of the fepate might be j unified in fome mea;- 
fure by the charadters of Martian and Leo^ but 
the latter of thefe princes confirmed and diflio- 
noured his reign by the perfidious murder of 
Afpar and his fons, who too rigoroufly exacted 
the debt of gratitude and obedience. The in- 
heritance of Leo and of the Eafl: was peaceably 

s The if ate of the Oilrogoths» and the firft ye«n of Theodorlc, are found 
in Jomandcs (c. 5i<— 56. p. 689-~696.} and Malahui (Excerpt. LegaC* 
p. 78-«*So. ), who erfoncouily ilyJes him tlie fen of Waltmir. 
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devolved on his infant grandfon, the fon of bit c h a p. 
daughter Ariadne ; and her Ifaurian hulband, the v,— .-aJ 
Ibrtunate TrafcaliireuSi exchanged that barbarous 
ibnnd for the Grecian appellation of Zeno. After 
the deeeafe of the elder Leo, he approached with 
tumatural refpcft the throne of hig fon, humbly 
received^ as a gift, the fecond rank in the empire, 
and foon excited the public fufpicion on the fudden 
and premature death of his young colleague, wbofe 
life could no longer promote the fuccefs of his 
anibitioli. But the palace of Conftantinople was 
ruled by female influence, and agitated by female 
paiSons : ind Verina, the widow of Leo, claiming 
his empire as her own, pronounced a fentence of 
depofition againft the worthlefs and ungrateful feV- 
Vant on whom (he alone had beftowcd the fceptre 
of the £aft ^. As foon as fhe founded a revolt in 
the ears of Zeno, he fled with predipitltion into 
the mountains of Ifauria, and her brother Bafi* 
iifcuS) already infamous by his African expedition \ • . ^^ 
was unanimoufly proclaimed by the fervile fenate. 
But the reign of the ufurper was fliort and tur* 
buleni:. Bafilifcus prefumed to Aflaflinate the lover 
of his fitter j he dared to oflend the lover of his 
wife, the vain and infolent Harmatius, who, in 
the midfl: of Afiatic luxury, affefted the drefs, the 
demeanour, and the furname of Achilles'. By 
the confpiracy of the malecontents, Zeno was re<- 

6 Thcophancs (p. 1 1 x.) infcrts a copy of her y2ifr^</ letters to th^ provinces : 

Tfaa-3tst>Jao-ouoff &c. Such female pcetenfions would h2ve aftonifhed the 
ilives of thefrft Csfars. 

7 VyI. vi. p. aoi — 204.. 

• Suidas, tool* i* p* 33Z) 333* edit. Kuflcr. 
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CHAP, called from esile ; the armies, the capital, the 

3CXX1X ^ r ^ 

'1^^^' perfon of Bafilifcus, were betrayed ; and his whole 

family was condemned to the long agony of cold 

and hunger by the inhuman conqueror, who 

wanted courage to encounter or to forgive his 

enemies. The haughty fpirit of Verina was ftill 

incapable of fubmiffion or repofe. She provoked 

the enmity of a favourite general, embraced his. 

caufe as foon as he was difgraced, created a new 

emperor in Syria and Egypt, raifed an army of fe- 

venty thoufand men, and perfifted to the laft mo* 

ment of her life in a fruitlefs rebellion, which, 

according to the fafhion of the age, had been pre* 

didled by Chriftian hermits and Pagan magicians. 

, While the Eaft was afflifted by the paflions of Ve* 

rina, her daughter Ariadne was di{lingui(hed by 

the female virtues of mildnefs and fidelity; (h€ 

followed her hun)and in his exile, and after his re* 

ftoration (he implored his clemency in favour of 

OfAnafta- ^^^ mothen On the d^ceafe of Zeno, Ariadne, 

^"a d ^^^ daughter, the mother, and the widow of aa 

491—518. emperor, gave her hand and the Imperial title to 

jiSy 8."* Anaftafius^ an aged domeftic of the palace, who 

furvived his elevation above twenty-fcven years, 

and whofe charafler is attefted by the acclamation 

of the people, ^* Reign as you have lived ^'l" 

9 The eoncemporary hiftories of Maichu$ aqd Candidas are lofl ; bpt 
ibme extraAs or fragments have been favcd by Phocius (Ixxviii, IxxiX. 
p. 100—102.), Copftantint Porphyrpgcn*tus (Excerpt. Leg. p. 78—97 ), 
ajid in varioos articles ot the Lexicon of bui^as. The Chronicle of Marcel. 
|ini|s (Imago HiAoriae) are originr.l.s for Lite rei;^ns of Zeno and Anaftafiusi 
and I muft acknowledge, almoit for the laft time, my c-bligations to tt\e 
large and accurate collcfiions of TiKemont (Hiil. des £mp. tcm. vi. p. 47;^ 

8 "V^hatcvcr 
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Whatever fear or afFeftion could beftow, was chap. 
profufely laviflied by Zeno on the king of the .^J^^i!^' 
Ollroffoths; the rank of patrician and conful, the Sirviccmd 

J r u Ti 1 • /I • revolt of 

command or the ralatme troops, an equeitrian Thcodoric, 
ftatue, a treafure in gold and filver of many thou.. 475-^88. 
iand pounds, the name of fon, and the promife of 
a rich and honourable wife. As long as Theo- 
doric condefcended to ferve, he fupported with 
courage and fidelity rtic caufe of his benefador : 
his rapid march contiibuted to the reftoration of 
Zeno J and in the fecond revolt, the WaLimirs^ as 
they were called, purfued and prefled the Afiatic 
rebels, till they left an eafy viSory to the Imperial 
troops '^ But the faithful fervant was fuddenly 
converted into a formidable enemy, who fpread 
the flames of war from Condantinople to the 
Adriatic \ many 6ouri(hing cities were reduced to 
aihes, and the agriculture of Thrace was almoft 
extirpated by the wanton cruelty of the Goths, 
vho deprived their captive peafants of the right 
hand that guided. the plough". On fuch occa- 
fious, Theodoric fuftained the loud and fpecious 
reproach of difloyalty, of ingratitude, and of in- 
fatiate avarice, which could be only cxcufed by 
the hard neceffity of his fituation. He reigned, 

10 Tn iprfis congTvlBonSt to« forihus ctffit invafor, cum profugt per te 
iccptn reddcrentur cle f^lytae dubitaitfi. ^ Zoinodivs then proceeds (p. 1 596, 
s 597. torn. i. Sirmond.) to tranfport his hero (pn 9 flying dragon?) into 
Ethiopia, beyond the tropic of Cancer. The evidence of the Vaiefian 
Fngroent (p. 7i7.)» Mberaius (Brev. Eutych. ca5. p. n8.)» andThco. 
jpbanes (p. ii2.)» is more foher and lacional. 

11 This cruel pra^ice is fpcctally imputed to the Triarlan Goths lefs 
barbarous, as it (hould feem, than the ff(a/amirs : but the fon of Theodeipir 
is chai^ged with the ruin of many JKoman citiei (Malchiit Excerpt. Leg. 
J?' 9S0* 

B 4 not 
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CHAP, not as the monarch, but as the minifter of a fe* 
rocious people, whofe fpirit was unbroken by fla* 
very, and impatient of real or imaginary infults. 
Their poverty was incurable : fince the nioft li- 
beral donatives were foon diffipated in waftefnl 
luxury, and the moft fertile eftates became barren 
in their hands; they defpifed, but they envied, 
the laborious provincials \^ and when their fub- 
fiftence had failed, the Oftrogoths embraced the 
familiar refources of war and rapine. It had been 
the wiih of Theodoric (fuch at lead was his de- 
claration), to lead a peaceful, obfcure, obedient 
life, on the confines of Scythia, till the Byzantine 
court, by fplendid and fallacious promifes, fo- 
duced him to attack a confederate tribe of Goths, 
who had been engaged in the party of Bafiiifcus. 
He marched from his ftation in Mseiia, on the 
folemn affurance that before he reached Adria- 
nople, he ihould meet a plentiful convoy of pro- 
vifions, and a reinforcement of eight thoufand 
horfe and thirty thoufand foot, while the legions 
of Afia were endamped at Heraclea to fecond his 
operations. Thefe meafures were difappotnted by 
mutual jealoufy. As he advanced into Thrace, 
the fon of Theodemir found an inhofpitable foli- 
tude, and his Gothic followers, with an heavy 
train of horfes, of mules, and of waggons, were 
betrayed by their guides among the rocks and pre- 
cipices of Mount Sondis, where he was aflfaulted 
by the arms and inveftives of Theodoric the foa 
of Triarius. From a neighbouring height, his 
artful rival harangued the camp of the Walamirs^ 
and branded their leader with the opprobrious 
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nanies of child, of madman, of perjured traitor, ^" ^j^" 

the enemy of his blood and nation. ** Are you ^^.^'^-^^ 

♦* ignorant," exclaimed the fon of Triarius, " that 

^ it is the cofiftant policy of the Romans to deftroy 

^* the Goths by each other's fwords ? Are you in* 

^^ ienfible that the viftor in this unnatural conteft 

•• will be expofed, and juftly cxpofed, to their 

♦* implacable revenge : Where are thofe warriors, 

** my kihfmen and thy own, whofe widows now 

•* lament that their Kves were facrificed to thy raft 

•* ambition ? Where is the wealth which thy foldiers 

*• poflefTed when they were firft allured from their 

** native homes to inlift under thy ftandard ? Each 

•* of them was then mafter of three or four horfes ; 

•* they now follow thee on foot like flaves, through 

** the 4elarrs of Thracie ; thofe men who were 

^^ tempted by the hope of meafgring gold wirh ft 

^ bttfiie), thofe brave men who are as free and at 

** noble as thyfelf.** A language fo well fuited to 

the temper of the Goths, excited clamour and dit 

contom ( and the fon of Theodemir, apprehenfive 

of being left alone, was compelled to embrace his 

brethren, and to imitate the example of Romati 

perfidy "• 

In every ftsite of his fortune, the prodcnce and J|[k°"fi^* 
firmnefs of Theodoric were equally confpicuous ; ^^"^^ "^ 

A. D, 4S9. 
i> J^riwiiclrs (c« 5^ 57. p. 6^i*) difplays tbc fcrvicet of Theodoric, 
confcffrs his rewards, but d.iTrmbles UU revolt, of which fuch curious 
details have been pref,.rvcd by Malchus (Excerpt. Legal, p. 7S— 9;.). 
Marcellinus^ a domeftic of Juftinian, under whote ivch cooAilfhip (A. D. 
5J4-) he compofed his Chronicle (Scaligcr, Thcfaunic-Temporum, P. ii- 
p. ^4— 57), betrays his prejudice and pa^Con : tn Greciam debacchan- 
ten * . • Zenonis aiunlftccntiji pene pacatvu . « • beneficUt nunquam fatiatut, 
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CHAP, whether he threatened Conftantinople at tM head 
of the confederate Goths, or retreated with a &ith* 
fal band to the mountains ^nd fea-coaft of Epirus* 
At length the accidental death of the fon of Tria- 
rius'^ dedfoyed the balance which the Roouns 
bad been fo anxious to prefer ve, the whole nation * 
acknowledged the fupremacy of the Amali, and 
the Byzandne court fubfcribed an ignominious and 
oppreffive treaty '^ The fenate had already de- 
clared, that it was neceflary to chufe a party among 
the Goths, fmce the public was unequal to the 
fupport of their united forces ; a fubfidy of two 
thoufand pounds of gold, with the ample pay of 
thirteen thoufand men, were required for the lead 
confiderable of their armies ''; and the Ifaurians, 
who guarded not the empire but the emperor, 
enjoyed, befides the privilege of rapine, an annual 
penfion of five thoufand pounds. The fagacious 
mind oi^ Theodoric foon perceived that he was 
.odious to the Romans, and fufpeded by the Bar- 
cbarians ; he underftood the popular murmur, that 
Jiis fubjefts were expofed in their frozen huts to 
intolerable hardfliips, while their king was di(- 
folved in the luxury of Greece, and he prevented 
the painful alternative of encountering the Goths, 
as the champion, or of leading them to the field as 
the enemy, of Zeno. Embracing an enterprife 
worthy of his courage and ambition, Theodoric 

tj As he was riding in his own camp, in uiinily horfc threw him 
againft the point of a fpcar which hung before stent, or was fixed on a 
waggon (MarcelJin.* in Chron. Evagrius, 1. lil. c. 25.)* 

X4 Sec Malchus (p. 91.) and Evagrius (1. iii. c. 35.). 

V5 Malchus, p. S5. In a Tingle action, which was decided by the (kill 
and difclpline of Sabinlan, Theodoric could lofe 50CO men* 

addrefied 
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addrefied the emperor in the following word$ ; chap. 
^* Although your £ervant is maintamed in affiu- »,^^-!^ 
^^ ence by your liberality, gracioufly liften to the 
^^ wi(bes of my heart ! Italy, the inheritance of 
^ your predeceflbrs, and Rome itrelf the head and 
** mtftrefs of the world, now fluAuate under the 
^^ violence and oppreffion of Odoaccr the merce* 
nary. Dired me, with my national troops, to 
march againft the tyrant. If I fall, you will be 
relieved from an expenlive and troublefome 
'^ friend : if, with the Divine permii&on, I fuc- 
^^ ceed, I ihall govern in your name, and to your 
^^ glory, the Roman fenate, and the part of the 
^^ republic delivered from flavery by my vido- 
^^ rious arms." The propofal of Theodoric was 
accepted, and perhaps had been fuggefted, by the 
Byzantine court. But the forms of the cotnmiflion 
or grant, appear to have been exprefled with a 
prudent ambiguity, which might be explained by 
the event ; and it was left doubtful, whether the 
conqueror of Italy ihould reign as the lieutenant, 
ibe vaifal, or the ally of the emperor of the 

The reputation both of the leader and of the Hit march. 
war diSufed an univerfal ardour ; the Walamirs 
were multiplied by the Gothic fwarms already 
engaged in the fervice, or feated in the provinces, 
of the empire ; and each bold Barbarian, who had 
heard of the wealth and beauty of Italy, was im- 

>6 Jornandcs (c. 57. p< 696, 697.) has abridged the ^reat hiftory ef 
Caffiodontts. Sce» compare^ and reconcile, Procopius (Gothic. 1. i. c i.} 
Ukc Vaiefian Fragnipnt (p. 7iS0» Thcopbancs (p. 11 a.}^ and MarceUiniu 
(in Chrpo.). 
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CHAR patient to feek, through the inoft perilmis adv^n- 
xxxix.^ tutes, the poffcflion ' of fuch cnchaniiAg obje^^^ 
The march of Theodoric trnlft be cotiftdered as 
the emigration of an entire people ; the wived wd 
iJhildren of the Goths, their aged parents, aad moft 
precious effcfts, were carefully tranfportedj »d 
feme idea may be formed of the heavy baggage 
fhar now followed the camp, by the l^s of twd' 
thbafatid waggons, which had been fuftain^d in 
a fingle aftion in the war of Eprfus, For ^heir 
fubfifteftce, the Goths depended on the magazines 
of corn which was ground inpottable miHs by the 
hands of their women ; on the milk and flelh of 
their flocks and herds ; on the cafuai prodrree of 
the chace, and upon the contributions which they 
might impofe on all who Ihould prefume to dtt 
pute the paffage, or to refufe their friendly 4ffift» 
ance. Notwifhftanding th^fe precautions, -they 
were expofed to the danger, and almoft to rhe 
diftrefs of famine, in a march of feveh hundred 
miles, which had been undertaken In the depth rf 
a rigorous winter. Since the fall of the Rcmtan 
power, Dacia and Pannonia np longer exhibited 
the rich profpeft of populous cities, well-culti- 
vated fields, and convenient highways : the reign 
of barbarifm and defolation was reftored, and the 
tribes of Bulgarians, Geptdae, and Sarmatians, 
who had occupied the vacant province, were 
prompted by their native fiercenefs, or the folicit* 
ations of Odoacer, to refift the progrefs of his 
enemy. In many obfcure though bloody battles, 
Theodoric fought and vanquiihed y till at length, 
/urmounting every obftacle by (kilful condlaft and 
' I perfevering 
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pericFcrmg courage, he dofceoded from the JaltM c h a p» 
Alp$, and difplayed his in?incible banners on the ,^^^i^ 
confines of Italy "• 

Odoacer, a lival not unworthy of his arras, had J^^^^^ 
already occupied the advantageous and weli4uiovm ocioacer, 
poft of the river Sontjus near the ruini of Aquileia } Au^.\t^ 
at the head of a powerful hoft, whofe indq>endent a^d*^^ 
Hm^s '* or leaders difdained the dudes of fubordina* ^"S"^ 
tion and the prudence of delays. No fooner had 
Tbeodork grunted a fliort repofe and refrefhtnent 
to his wearied cavalry, than he boldly attacked the 
fortifications of the enemy ; the Oftrogoths (hewed 
more ardour to acquire, than the mercenaries to 
defend, the lands of Italy ; and the reward of the 
firft vickory was the pofleilion of the Venetian pr0« 
vince as far as the walls of Verona. In the ndgh^ 
hourhood of that city, on the deep banks of the 
rapid Adige, he was oppofed by a new army reiiu 
forced in its numbers, and not impaired in its 
courage : the conteft was more obftinate, but the 
event was ftill more deciGve; Odoacer fled to 
Ravenna, Theodoric advanced to Milan, and the 
vauoquifiied troops fainted their conqueror with loud 
acclamations of refped and fidelity. But theif 
want either of conftancy or of faith, foon expofed 
him to the moft imminent danger ; his vanguard, 
whh fevcral Gothic counts which had been raflily 

«7 Theodoric's march is fupplied and illuftratcd by Ennodlug fp. 159^— 
1602}, when the bombaft of the oration is iranfljted into the lanjua^e of 
CQfnmon i^nie. 

«» Tot reges, Ac. (Ennodim, p. 160a.). We muft fecoUcfthow mncfi 
the royal title was multiplied and degraded, and that the mrrcenarltff of 
Jtai/ were tht fragments of many tribes and nations. ' 

entrufted 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 THE DECLINE AND FAtt 

CHAP, entrufted to a deferter, was betrayed and deftroyed 

XXXIX 

near Faenza by his double treachery; Odoacer 
again appeared mafter of the field, and the invader, 
ftrongly entrenched in his camp of Pavia, was 
reduced to folicit the aid of a kindred nation, the 
Vifigoths of Gaul. In the courfe of this hiftory, 
the moft voracious appetite for war will be abund- 
antly fatiated ; nor can I much lament that our 
dark and imperfed materials do not afford a more 
ample narrative of the diftrefs of Italy, and of the 
fierce conflid, which was finally decided by the 
abilities, experience, and valour of the Gothic 
king. Immediately before the battle of Verona* 
he vifited the tent of his mother '' and fifter, and 
reqitefted, that on a day, the moft illuftrious fefti- 
vai of his life, they would adorn him with the rich 
garments which they had worked with their own 
hands. •* Our glory," faid he, *' is mutual and 
*^ infeparable. You are known to the world as 
^^ the mother of Theodoric ; and it becomes me to 
*^ prove that I am the genuine offspring of thofe 
♦' heroes from whom I claim my defcent." The 
wife or concubine of Theodemir was infpired with 
the fpirit of the German matrons, who efteemed 
their fon's honour far above their fafety ; and it is 
reported, that in a defperate action, when Theo* 
doric himfelf was hurried along by the torrent of a 
flying crowd, Ihe boldly met them at the entrance 

>9 See Ennodiuiy p. 1603, 1604. Since the orator, in the klng*& pre- 
' icactp conld mention and praife his mother, we may conclude that the 
ynagnammity of Theodoric was not hurt by the vulgar reproaches of coocu- 
Une and ballard. 
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Of THE ROMAN EMPIRE. tj 

of the camp, and, by her generous reproaches, c ft a p. 
drove them hsick on the fwords of the enemy ^. ^^^..^^^ 
From the Alps to the extremity of Calabria, His capitv- 
Theodoric reigned by the right of conqueft : the ^th,*"^ 
Vandal ambafladors furrendered the ifland of Sicily, ^•,j*''» 
as a lawful appendage of his kingdom ; and he was 
accepted as the deliverer of Rome by the fenate and 
people, who had (hut their gates againft the flying 
ufurper *\ Ravmna alone, fecure in the fbrtifica- 
tbns of art and nature, flill fuftained a fiege of 
almoft three years ; and the daring fallies of Odo* 
acer carrfed flaughter and difmay into the Gothic 
camp* At length, deftitute of provifions and 
hopelefs of relief, that unfortunate monarch yielded 
to the groans of his fubje£ts and the clamours of 
his foldiers. A treaty of peace was negociated by 
the bifhop of Ravenna ; the Oftrogoths were ad- 
mitted into the dty, and the hoftile kings con- 
fented, under the fanftion of an oath, to rule with 
equal and undivided authority the provinces of 
Italy. The event of fuch an agreement may be 
eafily forefeen. After feme days had been de- 
voted to the femblance of joy and friendfliip, 
Odoacer, in the midft of a folemn banquet, was 
ftabbed by the hand, or at leaft by the command, 
of his rivaL Secret and efiedual orders had 

» This anecdote IS relatel on the nodem but r:fpedable authority of 
Sigooius (op. torn. i. p. 580. De Occident. Imp. 1. xv.) : his'words arc 
coiioua--** Would you return ?** ftc She prefented, and almoft difpbyedy 
ihe original recefs. 

^< Hift. MifcelL ixv. a llosian htftory from Janus to the i9tb century, 
so Epitome of Eutropins, Paulus Diaconus, and Theophanes, which Mura- 
tori has pnbliihed from a MS. in the Ambrofian library (Script. Rcrum 
ltaticaniro> toin« i. p. xocr. 
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CHAP, been previoufly difpatched ; the feithlefs and rapa- 
o.,-,-,^r cious mercenaries, at the fame moment, axid with- 
out refiflance, were univerfally ma0acred; and 
the royalty of Theodoric was proclaimed by the 
Goths, with the tardy, reludant, ambiguous con- 
fent of the emperor of the Eaft. * The defign of a 
confpiracy was imputed, according to the ufual 
forms, to the proftratc tyrant ; but his innocence, 
and the guilt of his conqueror**, are fufficiently 
proved by the advantageous treaty which firct 
would not fincerely have granted, nor wmkneft 
have raflily infringed. The jealoufy of power, and 
ibe mifchiefs of difcord, may fugged a more decent 
apology, and a fentence lefs rigorous may be pro- 
nounced againft a crime which was neceflary to 
introduce into Italy a generation of public felicity^ 
Heit^of The living author of this felicity was audacioufly 
Z\^^T^^' praifed in his own prefence by facred and profane 
jtaiy ; orators *' ; but hiflory (in his time (he was mute 
March^5.^ and inglorious) has not left any ju(t reprefentation 
of the events which difplayed, or of the defefls 
which clouded, the virtues of Theodoric *\ One 

record 



>. D. m6, 
Aug. 30< 



»» Pnoccplus (Gothic I. i. ei i.) approves himftif an Impartial fctptic : 
f«M , • . doXffu Tifory exT«N« Cafliodorius (m Clirort.) and Snnodins 
(p. 1694.} are loyjl and credulous, and the Ce(limony of the Valefiaa 
Fn^ment (p. 718.) may juftify their belief. Marcellinxis fpits the venom 
of a Greek fubje^— perjuriis illeftus, inttrfe^^urqoe ell (in Chron.)« 

M The fonorous and fcrvile oration of Ennodius was pronounced at 
Milan or Ravenna in the yean 507 or 508 (Strmond, torn. 1. p. 1615.). 
Two or three year's afterwards, the orator w^s rewarded with tlie btthopriek 
of Pavia, which he held till his death in the year 511. (Dopin« Bibliot. 
Eeclcf. torn. V. p. ii<«>-t4« SteSaxii Onomafticon, torn. ii. p. it.). 

^4 Our bed materials arc occafional hints from Procoplus and the 
Valefian Fra^ment^ wliich was dlfcovcred by Sirmondi and is pub* 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^^ 

record of his fame, the volume of public epiftles chap* 
compofed by Caffibdorius in the royal naoie, is ftill 
extant, and has obtained more implicit credit than 
it feems to deferve*'. T^cy exhibit the forms, 
rather than the fubftance, of bis government ; and 
ys9t ihoold vainly fearch for the pure and fponta« 
neous fentiments of the Barbarian amidft the de« 
clamation and learning of a fophift, the wiflies of 
a Roman fipnator, the precedents of office, and the 
▼ague profeffions, which, in every court and on 
every occafion, compofe the language of difcreet 
mimfters* The reputation of Theodoric may re* 
pofe with more confidence on the vifible peace and 
proiperity of a reign of thirty*three years; the 
unanimoas efteem of his own times, and the ice* 
inory of his wifdom and courage, his juftice and 
humanity, which was deeply impreiTed on the minds 
of the Goths and Italians. 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which Partitioo 
Theodoric afligned the third part to his ibldieiv, 
is bomttrably arraigned as the fole injuftice of his 
life. And even this «d may be fairly jufiified by 
the example of Odoacer, the rights of conqueft, 
the true intereft of the Italians, and the facred duty 

liflied at tbe cod of Ammiinut Marcdiinut. Tbe author*^ name i» nnknownt 
and hit ftyla it btffMUtms \ but in hit variout iaSi lie exhibits tbe Imow- 
Icdge, without tbe paffiona, of a comemporary. The prefident Mooteiquiea 
had loMied tbe plan of an liiftoiy of Theodoric^ which at a difUnce mighc 
appear a rich a«f interefting fubjcd« 

M Tbe btft edition of the KcrwnqM tAri xii. it that df Jok Garmi«a 
(RMomagi, 2679^ '^ ^P- CaAodor. a vol. in foK); bat they defenwd and 
tcqniftd fuch an editor at the Marqnit Scipio M4ffci» who thought of pub* 
liihJog them at Verona. The Bariars Eltgamu (at it it infeniottdy named 
by TiraboTchi) it never /impUi and felUom perfpicuoui. ^ * 

Vol. VII. C of 
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of fubfifting a whole people, who, on the feifeh of hi* 
prpmifes, had tranfported themfelres mto a dUtant 
land ^. Under the reign of Theodoric, and in 
the happy cHmate of Italy, the Goths foon inulti* 
plied to a formidable hoft of two hundred thou- 
fand men % and the whde amount of their famines 
mayi)e computed by the ordinary additicm of wo* 
irieh and children. Their invafion of property, 
a part "of which muft have been already vacant^ 
w^ dii^uifed by the generous but impropel: namft 
hi htjfpitality ; thefe unwelcome guefts were irre- 
gularly dffperfed over the face of Italy, and the lot 
of each Barbarian was adequate to his birth and 
office, the number of his followers, and the ruftic 
wealth which he poffcffed in flaves and cattle* The 
diftinfHons of noble and plebeian were acknow- 
ledged**; but the lands of e\*cry freeman were 
exempt from taxes, and he enjoyed the ineftimable 
privilege of being fubjeft only to the laws of his 
country *'. Falhion, and even convenience, foon 
perfuaded the conquerors to aflume the more clc^ 
gant drcfs of the natives, birt they ftill perfifted in 
the ufe of their mother-tongue; and theit con- 
tempt for the Latin fchools was applauded by The- 

. &6 Pr6copTU5, Gothic. 1. i. c. i. Variaruxt), ti. Maffei (Verona Illuftiata, 
p. i. p 2»S.) exaggrra:cs die injufticc ot' the Goths> whom be hated ay an 
]tAlian noble. The plebeian .Muratori crouchci under tlieir oppreflion. 

»7 Proc< piuf, Goth. K iii. c 4. zf * Ennodius defcribes (p. 161S9 1^> 3*} 
tite mUitary arts and incrcafing numbers of the Goths. * 

2^ When 1 heodoric gave his Ailer to the king of the Vandals, ihe failed 
ior Africa with a t^uard of icoo noble Goths, each of whom was- attended 
by five armed folio wers (Procop. Vandal. 1. i* c 8.)< The Gothic nobility 
muft have been as nunieroua as luraive* 

»9 Sec the acknowicdjjroenr of Gothic liberty, Var. v. 30. 

odoric 
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odonc himfdf, who gratified their prejudices^ or c h a p. 
hU own, by declaring, that the child who had .^^^ 
tremUed at a rod, would never dare to lode upon 
a fword ^^ Dtftrefs might fometimes provoke tho. 
indigent Roman to aflusie the ferocious manncts 
which were inianfibly relinquiflied by the rich and 
luxurious Barbarian^': but thefe mutnal convert 
fions were not encouraged by the policy of a mo* 
narch who perpetuated the feparation of th& Ita^ Separation 
lians and Goths ; referving the former for the arts* LduaUans! 
of peace, and the latter for the fervice of wan To 
accompliA this defign, he ftudied to proted hi» 
induftrious fubjeds, and to moderate the violence 
without enervating the valour of his foldiers, who 
were maintained for the public defence. They , 
held their lands and benefices as a military ftipend 
at the found of the trumpet, they w^-e prepared 
to march under the conduct of their provincial o& 
ficers; and the whole extent of Italy was diftri* 
buted into the feveral quarters of a well-regulated 
camp. The fervice of the palace and of the 
frontiers was performed by choice or by rotation ; 
and each extraordinary fatigue was recompenfed 
by an increafe of pay and occafional donatives* 
Theodoric had convinced his brave companions, 
that empire muft be acquired and defended by the 

90 Procopius, Goth. I. j. c. i. Tlie RorriJin boys learnt tiie language 
(Var. viii. si.) of tlie Goths. Thefr general ignorance \$ liot dedroyed by 
the exeeptioos off AmaHfanttia) a female, who might ftudy wiU>oi>c ibame, 
oroCThcodattts, whoTe katning provoked the indignation and conAOQipc o^ 
his countrymen. 

)> A laying of Theodoric was founded on experience : *' Romanus nilfer 
*' iroiotw Oothum j et ntilis (S-vti) Gothu^ imiuiur Romanum/* (See 
the Frvi'sment and Notes of Valefius, p. 7x9.) 

C 2 fame 
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CHAP, fame arts. After his example, they ftrove to excel 
<->ii>> v ^ > in the ufe, not only of the lance and fword, the 
inftruments of. their vidories, but of the miflile 
weapons, which they were too much inclined to 
negle£l ; and the lively image of war was difplayed 
in the daily exercife and annual reviews of the 
Gothic cavalry, A firm though gentle difcipline 
impofed the habits of niodefty, obediei^ce, and 
temperance ; and the Goths were inftruded to fpare 
the people, to reverence the laws, to underftand 
the duties of civil fociety, and to difclaim the bar- 
barous licence of judicial combat and private re- 
venge'*. 
Foreign po- Among the Barbarians of the Weft, the vidory of 
odoric. ^ Theodoric had fpread a general alarm. But as foon 
as it appeared that he was fatisfied with conqueft and 
defirous of peace, terror was changed into refped, 
and they fubmitted to a powerful mediation, which 
was uniformly employed for the beft purpofes 
of reconciling their quarrels and civilizing their 
manners". The ambaffadors who reforted to 
Ravenna from the moft diftant countries of Eur 
rope, admired his wifdom, magnificence**, and 

courtefy j 

5» The view of the military eftahliflimcnt of the Goths in Italy, is col- 
te^ed from the Epiflles of CafTiodorius (Var. i, 24. 40..Iii. 3. 24. 48. Iv. 13, 
14. V. 26, ay* viii. 394. 25.). They are illudrated by the learned MaTcou 
(Hift. of the Germans, 1. xi. 40^44. Annotation xiv.). 

33 Seethe dcaroers and vigour of his negociationsin Enno^ius (p. i6o7.)f 
and CaiTiodorius (Var. iiJ. t, 2, 3, 4. iv. 13. v. 43, 44.), who gives the 
different llylcs of friendihip, counfel, expoAulation, &c. 

U Bven of his table (Var. vi. 9.) and pahce (vii. 5.), . The admira- 
tion of ArAngcrs is reprefented as the moft rational motive to Jtiili^r thefe 

valA 
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" courteTy j and if he fomethnes accepted- 'titber chap. 
flaves. or arms, white horfes or (Irange animals, 
the gift of a fun*dial,. a water-clock, or a mufi- 
ctan, admoniflied even the princes of Gaul, of the 
fuperior art and indudry of his Italian fubjedff. 
His domeftic alliances ", a wife, two daughters, a 
fifter, and a niece, united the family of Tbeodoric 
with the kings of the Franks, the Burgundians, 
the ^^(igoths, the Vandals, and the Thuringians ; 
and contributed to maintam the harmony, or at lead 
the balance, of the great republic of the Weft ^^ 
It is difficult in the dark forefls of Germany and 
Poland to purfue the emigrations of the Heruli, a 
fierce people who difdained the ufe of armour, and 
who condemned, their widows and aged parents not 
to furvive the lofs of their hufbands, or the decay 
of their ftrcngth". The king of thefe favage 
warriors iblicited the friendfhip of Tbeodoric, and 
was elevated to the rank of his fon, according to 
the barbaric rites of a military adoption ^\ From 

vaJn ezpences, and to ftimnhte tht djligence of the officers to whom thofc 
provinces were entnifted. 

H See the public and private alliances of the Gothic monarch, with the 
Bursundiaite (Var. i. 45, 46. )> with the Franks (ii. 40. *, with the Thurin- 
gians (iv. i.), and with the Vandals (v. i.). Each of thefe epifttes affords 
I'ome curious knowledge of the policy and manners of the Barbarians. 

i« His political fyftem may be obfervtd in Cifliodorius (Var. iv. i. ix. >.)» 
Joraandes (c. 58, p. 698, 699.), and the Valefian Fragment (p. 7ao, 7"0« 
Feace, honourable peace, was the conAant aim of Thecdoric. 

37 The curious reader may contemplate the Heruli of Frocopius (Goth. 
I ii. c. 14. )f and the patient reader niay plunge into the dark and minute 
refcarchet of M. de Boat (Hlft. des Peuples Anciens, tom.ix. p. J4*— 
396.). 

«« Varianim, iv. a. The fpirit and forms of this martial inftituuon arr 
noti^vrd by CaiHodorius^but he fcems to have only tranflated the fcnti- 
ments of the Gothic king into the language of Roman eloquence. 

C3 the 
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c tt A p. the fiiorei of the Baltic, tKe jfiftiane or Livoniaos 
laid their o^erings of native amber '* at the feet of 
a prince, ^hofe fame had excited them to undef- 
take an unknown and dangerous journey of fifteen 
hundred miles. With the country ^ from whence 
the Gothic nation derived their origin, he main- 
tained a frequent and friendly correfpondence ; the 
Italians were clothed in the rich fables*' of Swc- 
clen ; and one of its Sovereigns, after a voluntary 
t)r reluf^ant abdication, found tin hofpitable retreat 
in the palace of Ravenna. He had reigned over 
pne of the thirteen populous tribes who cultivated 
a fmall portion of the great Ifland or peninfula of 
Scandinavia, to which the vague appellation of 
Thule has been fometimes applied. That northcrti 
region was peopled, or had been explored, as high 
^s the fixty:eighth degree of latitude, wher^ ttie 
natives of the polar circle enjoy and lofe the 
prefence of the fun at each fummer and winter fol- 

19 Cafliodorius, who quotes Tacitus to the i^Aians, the pnlctiered fa- 
vagcsof the Baltic (Var. v. s.), defcribcs the amber for wliich their (hores 
have ever been iamous, as the ^um o£ a tree, hardened by the fun, and po- 
fifted and wafted by the waves. When that lingular fubAance is analyfed 
by f^i ciMmifts, it yields a vegetable oil and a mineral acid. 

40 Scan^ia, or Thule, is dcfcribed by Jomandes (c. 3. p. 610—613) arid 
Procc^ius (Goth. l.ii. c. 15.)* Neither the Goth nor the Greek had vif]te4 
the couciiry i both had converfed with the natives in the.r exile at Ravenna 
or CdnAaniinOple. y 

41 SMfUrinms piUeu In the time of Jornandcs, they inhabited Suetians^ 
the proper Swtdtn ; but that beauiifiH race of animals has gradually been 
driven into the eaftem pjrts of Siberia. See Buffon (Hifl. Nat. torn. xiii. 
|». 309— 3 13. quarto edition)} Pennant (Syftem of Quadiupeds, vol. i. p. 3aa 
— *3»S.)i Gni^lin (HiA.Gen. des Voyages, torn, xviii. p. asr> *^^0> **** 
Lcvcfque (Hift- dc Rufiie, torn. v. p. 165, 166.514, 515O 

fUce 
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fiice doTing an e^ual period of forty days ^\ -^J^ g h a t. 
Jong nigbt of hb abfeace or ^eath was the mourn- **^*- 
ful feafon of dlftrefs and anxiety, nil the mefien* 
gers w^o bad been (ent to the mountain tops, de- 
Icried the firft rays of returning light^ and pror 
claimed to the plain below the feftival of bis re^ 
furredion *'. 

The life of Theodoric reprefents the rare and H«<*«f«- 
meritorious example of a Barbarian, who ibeathed 
his fword in the pride of vidory and the v^our 
of his s^e. A reign of three and thirty years w^ 
confecrated to the duties of civil government, and 
the hoftilides in which he was fometimes involved, 
ware fpeedily terminated by the conduct of bis 
lieutenants, the difcipline of his troops^ the arms 
of his allies, and even by the terror of his name* 
He reduced, under a ftrong and regular goveri]^ 
ment, the unprofitable countries of Rfaastia, No^ 
ricum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from the fource of 
the Danube and the territory of the Bavarians ^» 

to 

4i In the fyftcm or romance of M. Baitly (Leitres fur In Sciences et fur 
rAtlsBiide, torn. i. p. i49-«-«56. torn U. p. i I4'^i$^)f tde phOBoix of tbc* 
£dda» and (be annual death and revival of Adonii and Ofiris, are the alle- 
gorical fymbols of the abfmce and return of the fun In the Ardic regions. 
This ingenious writer it a worthy dKciple of the great Buffbn : nor it it eafy 
foi the voldeft reafoo (o wltUland the magic of tbeir philofopli|r. 

Ai *AuTn n ^uXiTip(Kii^««y^fi| tw to^rk't iri, fays -Prooopius. At pre. 
fent a rude Manicheifm (generous enough) prevails among the Samoyedes 
in Greenland and in Lapland (Hift. des Voyages, torn, xviil. p* 5089 509. 
torn. xix. p. 105, 106. 517, 528.)} yet, according to Grotius, Samojutfle 
cesium atque aftra adorant, numtna haud aliis itiiquiora (de Rebus Bclgicisr, 
]. iv. p. 338. folio edition) : a fcntence which Tacitus would not have dif- 
owned. 

44 Seethe Hift.des Pcu]|plcs Anciensj 8fc. torn. !x. p. z55-«27j. 396— 
501. The Count de Buat was French miniAer at the couit of Bavaria : a 

C 4 liberal 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

to the petty kingdom ereded by the Gepidco on 
the ruins of Sirmium. His prudence could not 
fafely entruft the bulwark of Italy to fuch feeble 
and turbulent neighbours ; and his juftice might 
claim the lands which they opprefled, either as a 
part of his kingdom, or as the inheritance of his 
father. The greatnefs of a fervanr, who was named 
perfidious becaufe he was fuccefsful, awakened the 
jealoufy of the emperor Anaftaiius ; and a war was 
kindled on the Dacian frontier, by the protedion 
which the Gothic king, in the viciflitude of human 
affairs, had granted to one of the defcendants of 
Attila. Sabinian, a general illuftrious by his own 
and father's merit, advanced at the head of ten 
thoufand Romans ; and the provifions and arms, 
which filled a long train of waggons, were diftri« 
butcd to the fierceft of the Bulgarian tribes. But, 
in the fields of Margus, the eaftern powers were 
defeated by the inferior forces of the Goths and 
Huns ; the flower and even the hope of the Ro- 
man armies was irretrievably deflroyed ; and fuch 
Tvas the temperance with which Theodoric had 
infpired his vidtorious troops, that as their leader 
had npt giyen the fignal of pillage, the rich fpoils 
of the enemy lay untouched at their feet ♦*. Ex- 
afperated by this difgrace, the Byzantine court 
difpatched two hundred fhips and eight thoufand 



Cberal corio6ty prompted his inqtiiriet |nto the antiquities of the counrr/y 
and that airiofity was the ^erm of twelve refpedable volumes. 

45 See the Gothic tranfa£lions on the Danube and in lUyricum, in Jor- 
nandes (c. 5S. p. 699.}* Ennodius (p. 1607— 1610O9 MareeUinus (in 
Chron. p. 44. 47>48.)> and Cafliodorius (in Cbron. and Var. iii. 23. 50. 
iv. 13. vii.4. 24. viii* 9^ 10, ii» xi. ix. Z, 9.} 
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men to plunder the fea*coaft of Calabria and Apu* c r a f. 
lia; they aiTauIted the ancient city of Tarentum, 
interrupted the trade and agriculture of an happy 
country, and failed back to the Hellefpont, proud 
of their piratical viftory over a people whom they 
itili prefurned to confider as their Roman bre- 
thren**. Their retreat was pofEbly haftened by 
the adtivhy of Theodoric ; Italy was covered by 
a fleet of a thoufand light veflfels *% which he con- 
Arufted with incredible difpatch ; and his firm 
moderation was foon rewarded by a folid and 
honourable peaces He maintained with a powerful 
hand the balance of the Weft, till it was at length 
overthrown by the ambition of Clovis; and 
although unable to affift his rath and unfortunate 
kinfman the king of the Vifigoths, he faved the 
remains of his family and people, and checked 
the Franks in the mfdft of their victorious career. 
I aip not defirous to prolong or repeat ** this nar- 
ratire of military events, the lead interefting of 
the reign of Theodoric ; and ihall be content to 
add» that the Alemanni were proteded^, that an 

4^ I cannot forbear tranfcrlblng the llheral and clalTic ftyle of Count 
MarceDinus: Ronutms comes domeOiconim, et Rufllcus comes fjbolad- 
onun wzK^ centmi) armacis navibus^ totidetnque dromonibos* o€to millb 
militum annatorum fee urn fercntibusi ad devaftanda ItaliK littora procefle- 
runr, et nfqtie ad Tarentum antiquiflimam civitatcm aggreifi funt j remen* 
ibqor man inbonefbun vi6loriam quam piratico aufu Romani ex Romania 
rapuerunCy AnaAafio Ccfivt reportarunt (in Chrom p. 4S.)*' See Variar» 
i. 16 ii. 38. 

47 See tbe royal rrders and InArudiions (Var. iv. 15. v. 16— ao.). Tbefe 
armed boats fliouid be flill fmaUer than tbe tbouiand TeflTcU of Agamemnon 
at die fiege of Troy. 

48 VoL vi. p. 330 — 337. 

49 Hnnodius (p. 1610.) and CafHodorlus, in the royal iiaro« (Var. ii. 4i.]9 
record his f^lutary protedion of the Alemanni. 

inroad 
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^xSati/* ^^'^^ ^^ ^^ Burgundians was fevercly chaftifed, 
and that the conqueft of Aries and MarfeiUes 
<^ned a free communication with the Vifigoths, 
who revered him both as their national protedor, 
and as the guardian of his grandchild, the infant 
fon of Alaric. Under this refpeftable charader^ 
the king of Italy reftored the prastorian praefec- 
ture of the Gauls, reformed fome abufes in the 
civil government of Spain, and accepted the 
annual tribute and apparent fubmiflion of its mili- 
tary governor, who wifely refufed to trufl: his 
perfon in the palace of Ravenna ^^ The Gothic 
fovereignty was eftabliflied from Sicily to die 
Danube, from Sirmium or Belgrade to the Atlantic 
Ocean ; and the Greeks themfelves have acknow- 
ledged that Theodoric reigned over the faireft 
portion of the weftern empire ^\ 

The union of the Goths ;md Romans might 
have fixed for ages the tranfient happinefs of 
^Romui ^t^ly ; 3^^ ^^^ £^ft of nations, a new people of 
^"^ ^ free fubjefis and enlightened foldiers, might have 
gradually arifen from the mutual emulation of 
their refpeflive virtues. But the fublime merit 
of guiding or feconding fuch a revolution, was 
not referved for the reign of Theodoric ; he 
wanted either the genius or the opportunities of 



Civil go- 
'vvmmcnt 
pf Italy ac 



JO The Gothic tranfaf^ions in Gaul and Spain arc rcprcfentcd with fomc 
perplexity in Cafliodorius (Var. iii. 32. 38. 41. 43» 4V ^•39')> Jornandes 
(c. 58. p. 69S, 699 ), and Procopius (Goth. I. i. c. ii.)- * will neither 
h ar nor reconcile the long and concradiflory arguments of the Abbe Dubos 
and the Count de Buat, about the w^rs of Burgundy. 

51 Theopbanes, p* us* 

^ a Ic. 
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a legiflator^; and while he indolgei the Gotht 
in the enjoyment of rude liberty, he fervilely 
copied the inftitution^, and even the abufes, of At 
political fyftem whith had been framed by Con* 
ftantine and his fucceflbrs. From a tender regard 
to the expiring prejudices of Rome, the Bar- 
barian declined the name, the purple, and the 
diadem of the emperors ; but he aflfumed, under 
the hereditary title of king, the whole fubftance 
and plenitude of imperial prerogative "• His ad- 
dreflcs to the eaftern throne were refpeftful and 
ambiguous ; he celebrated in pompous ftyle the 
liarmony of the two republics, applauded hai 
own government as the perfeft Similitude of a 
fole and undivided empire, and claimed above the 
kings of the earth the fame pre-eminence which 
he modeftly allowed to the perfon or rjmk of 
Anaftafiirs. The alliance of the Eaft .and Weil 
was annually declared by the unanimous choice of 
two confiils ; but it fliould feem that the Italian 
candidate who was named by Theodoric, accepted 
a formal confirmation from the fovereign of <]onh 
ftantinople **. The Gothic palace of Ravenna re- 

5* Procopiui affirms that no Uws wbatfocT^ were promulgated by Theo« 
iloric amd the iiiocecding kings of Italy (Goth. J. u« c. 6.}. He muft mean 
io the Gochic bingtHige. A Lkui edid of Tiicodoric ia ftiJl extant^ in one 
bondred and fifty- four articles. 

5S The knage of Theodoric is engraved on his coins : his modeft fucccflbra 
Vtre fatisfied witli adding tiieir own name to the Iiead of the reigning 
emperor (Moratori Antiquitac. Italke Medii ^vi, torn. ii. diflert. xxviL 
p. 577-— 579« Giannone liioria Civile di Napoii* torn. i. p i66.). 

54 The aUiance of tlie ennperor and the .king of Italy are reprefented t^ 
Caffiodorivs (Var. i. r.. iL I, %f 3. vi. i.)«and Procopius (Goth. l.ii. c. ^. 
). iii. cat.), ^^^bo celebule the friendihip of Anaftafius and Tlicodoric : 
but the .figurative, ftyl^o/ compliment w^s Interpreted in a very difierent 
fenfe at Conftantinople and Ravenna. 

fleaed 
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2B THE RECLINE AND FALL 

cjH Aj. flefted the image of the court of Theodofius or 
Valentinian. The praetorian prasfed, the prsfed 
of Rome, the quaeftor, the mafter of the offices, 
Dvith the public and patrimonial treafurers^ trhofe 
fonflions are painted in gaudy colours by the rhe- 
toric of Cafliodorius, flill continued to ad as the 
minifters of ilate. And the fubordinate care of 
juftice and the revenue was delegated to feven 
confulars, three correftors, and five prefidents, 
who governed the fifteen regions of Italy, ac- 
cording to the principles and even the forms of 
-Roman jurifprudence ". The violence of the 
conquerors was abated or eluded by the flow 
artifice of judicial proceedings ; the civil admini- 
ftration, with its honours and emoluments, was 
confined to the Italians ; and the people ilill pre- 
ferved their drefs and language, their laws and 
euftoms, their perfonal freedom, and two-thirds 
of their landed property. It had been the objeft 
of Auguftus to cohceal the introdufUon of 
monarchy ; it was the policy of Theodoric to dit 
guife the reign of a Barbarian ^\ If his fubjefts 

5$ To the xvii pTOvInces of rhe Notitia, Paul Wamefrid the deacon (De 
Rel). Longobard. 1. ii. c. i4-*-22.) has fuhjoined an xviiith, the Appenine 
(Muratori Script. Rerum Italicarum, torn. i. p- 431— 433-)* Butof thcfe 
Sardinia and Corfica were pofiefled by the Vandais» and tlie two Rhaetiaa, 
as well as the Cottian Alps, feem to have been abandoned to a nulitary 
Coyemmenc. The (late of the four provinces that bow form the kingdoih 
of Naplts, is laboured by Ciannone (torn. i. p« 17a. 178.) with patriotic 
diligence. 

56 See the Gothic hiftory of ProcopSoa (1. i, c. i« 1. ii. c 6.), the Epiftlei 
of Caifiodorius (paiTim, but efpecially the vch and vith books» which con- - 
tain K\\t formula, or pitents of offices), and the Civil Hiftory of Gtannone 
(torn. i. 1 ii. iii.). The Gothic counts, wiiieh he placet 10 every Italian 
city, are annihilared, however, by Maifei (Verona lUuibita, pti. LviS. 
p< 227.) $ for thofe of Syracufe and Naples (Var. vi* !»» ^3.) wcsefpecial 
imd ^enoporary commifiions. 

14 were 
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were fometioM awakened from this . pleafii^ %xxix' 
viiion of a Roman goverament^ they derived more ^ ^y-w 
fubftantial comfort from the charader of a Gothic 
prince, who had penetrarion to difcern, and firm* 
ne& to purfue, his own and the public mtereft, 
Theodoric loved the virtues which he pcflefled» 
and the talents of which he was deftitute. Libe* 
rius was promotbd to the office of prxtoriaa 
praefeQ for his unfhaken fidelity to the unfortu* 
nate caufe of Odoacer*. The minifters of Theo« 
doric, Caffiodorius " and Boethius, have refleded 
on his reign the luftre of their genius and learning. 
More prudent or more fortunate than his coU 
league, Caffiodorius preferved his own efteem 
without forfeiting the royal favour ; and after paflf-* 
ing thirty yeara in the honours of the world, he 
was blefled with an equal term of repole in the 
devout and ftudious folitude of Squillace. 

As the patron of the. republic, it was the in- Proiperiry 
tereft and duty of the Gothic king to cultivate the 
afie£tions of the fenate" and people. The nobles 
of Rome were flattered by fonorous epithets and 
formal profeffions of refpeffc, which had been more 
juftiy applied to the merit and authority of their 



57 INvo lalims of the name of Cafliodorins, the father (Var. 1. 14. 4.0.} 
sdtbefoa (ix. 24, a5.), were fucceflively employed in the adminiftration 
of Theodoric. The foo was boro in the year 479 : hU various epiftlcs as 
qaaeftor» mafter of the oAicts, and prxtorian pr«feAy exiend from 509 to 
.5599 and he Uv^d as a monk about thirty years (Timbofchi Storia della 
Letteratwa Italiaoa, toin.iiK p. 7— «4- Fabricius, BiblioC. tat Med. My'i, 
torn. L p. 357^ 358. edic« Manfi). 

fS Sec his regard for the fenau in Cochloeui (Vit. Theod. viii. p. 'ji^m 

anceltors. 
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CHAP. asceftidrB. The people enjoyed, widicmt £sar or 
v^->^^ danger, the three bleifings of a capital, order, 
plenty, and public amufements. A vifibie dkai^ 
natbn of their numbers may be found even in the 
meafure. of liberality ^'^. yet Apulia, Calabria, and 
Sicily, poured their tribute of torn into the gra* 
aaries of Rome} sn allowance of brisad- and meat 
was diftributed to the indigent dfizens;; and ev«ry 
office was deemed honourable which was-confe-: 
crated to the care of theb health and haf)i|nnd8* 
The public games, fuch aa a Greek ambafiador 
might politely applaud, .exhibited a faint and 
feeble copy of the magnificence of the Csdars : 
jec the mufical, the gymnaftic» and the panto* 
mime arts, had not totally funk in oblivion ; the 
wild beafts of Africa ftill exercifed in the amphi* 
theatre the courage and dexterity of the hunters ; 
and the indulgent Goth either patiently tolorated 
or gently reftrained the blue and gce^n fadioas, 
whofe oontefts fo often filled the circus with cla* 
vifitof mour, and even with blood ^ In the feventb 
A*'a*''oo* y^^ ^^ ^ peaceful xeign, Theodoiic vifited tlie 
old capiial of the world ; the fenate and people 
advanced in folemn proceifion to falute a fecond 
Trajan, a new Valentinian; and he nobly fup- 
ported that character by the alTurance of a ju(t 

59 No more tfun 120,000 motCif or four thoufand quarters (Anonym* 
Talcfian. p. 711. and Var. i. 35. vi. i8. xi 5. 39.}. 

^ See his regard and indulgence for the fpeAjclet of the ciretis, tlw 
•mphitheatre, and the theatre, in the Chronicle and Epiftle^of Cafltodoriut 
(Var. i. 10. 17. 30, 31, 3a. iii. 51. iv. 51. tUuftrated by thaadvtb Arnio- 
tatioa of MafcMi't HiAory), who haa Gonoived to fprinkle tbc fohyeA with 
^enutious> tb(OU|h agreeable kamln£. 

and 
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and I^al govemme&t ^% in a difcourfe which he c h a k 
was not afraid to pronounce in public, and to 
infcribe on a tablet of brafs. Rome, in this auguft 
ceiemony, {hot a laft ray of declining glory ; and 
a iaint, the fpedator of this pompous fcene, could 
only hope in his pious fancy, that it was excelled 
by the celeftial fplendour of the New Jerufalem ^\ 
During a refidence of fix months, the fame, the 
perfon, and the courteous demeanour of the Go^ 
thic king, excited the admiration of the Romans, 
and he contemplated, with equal curiofity and 
furprife, the monuments that remained of their 
ancient greatnefs. He imprinted the footfteps of 
a conqueror on the CafHtoline hill, and frankly 
confefled that each day he viewed with fre& 
wonder the forum of Trajan and his lofty co« 
lumn. The theatre of Pompey appeared, even 
in its decay, as a huge mountain artificially hoU 
lowed and poliihed, and adorned by human 
induftry ; and he vaguely computed^ that a river of 
gold muft have been drained to ere£t the coloflfal 
amphitheatre of Titus ^^ From the mouths of 
fourteen aqueducts, a pure and copious ftream 
was diffttfed into every part of the city ; among 

a 

61 Anonym. Valef. p. 711. Marius Aventicenfis in Chron. In the fcale 
of piibijc and perfonal m«rit, the Gothic conqueror is at lead as much ai>»ve 
VjJentiAJan, as he may feein imferUr to Trajan. 

6^ Vit. Fulgentij in Baron. Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 50O9 No 10. 

^3 Cailiodorius defcribes in his pompous flyle the forum of Trajan ( Var. 
vlu 6.>y the ctieatre of Marcellus (iv. 5i.')> and the amphitheatre of Titu« 
{v. 4z.)} and his defcHptions are not unworthy of the reader's perufal. 
According to the oKkltm prices, the Abbe Barthelemy computts that the 
brick, work and mafonry of the Coiifeum would now co^ twenty millions of 
French livres (Mem> de 1* Academic de& Infcriptions, torn, zxviii. p. 585, 
SS^.}. How ffflall a part of that ilupendous fabric } 

thefe 
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c^H A p. (hcfe the Claudian water, which arofe at thef dif- 
tance of thirty- eight mileii in the Sabine moun- 
tains, was conveyed along a gentle though conftant 
declivity of folid arches, rill it defcended on the 
fummit of the Aventine hill. The long and fpa- 
cious vaults which had been conftrufted for the 
purpofe of common fewers, fubfifted, after twelve 
centuries, in their priftine ftrength ; and the fub- 
terraneous channels have been preferred to all the 
vifible wonders of Rome'*, The Gothic kings, 
fo injurioufly accufed of the ruin of antiquity, 
were arlxious to prefer ve the monuments of the 
nation whom they had fubdued**^ The royal 
edicts were framed to prevent the abufes, the ne- 
glect, or the depredations of the citizens them- 
felves ; and a profeffed architect, the annual fum 
of two hundred pounds of gold, twenty-five thou- 
fand tiles, and the receipt of cuftoms from the 
Lucrine port, were affigned for the ordinary 
repairs of the walls and public edifices. A fimilar 
care was extended to the ftatues of metal or marble 
of men or animals. The fpirit of the horfes, 
which have given a modern name to the Quirinal, 
was applauded by the Barbarians^*; the brazen 

elephants 



^4 For the aqucdudts and cloaca:, fee Stfabo (1. t. p. 36o.)» Hliny (Hift. 
Nat. xxxvi. 14.), Caftodorius ( Var, iii. 30, 31. vi. 6.)> Procopius (Goth. 
Li. c. 19 ), and Naidini (Ronia Antica, p. 514 — 52a). How fuch works 
could be executed by a king of Ro.i.c, is ytt a problem. 

65 For the Gothic care of tbebu.ldings and Aatues, fee Cafliodorius (Var* 
I. 21. 2$. ii. 34. iv. 30, vii. 6. 13* 15), and the Valcfian Fragmenc 
(p. 7ZI). 

66 Var. vii. 15. Thefe horfcs of Montc-Cavalio had been transported 
from Alexandria to the baths of Conftantine (Nardini^ p. iZZ^Y* Their 
(culpture is difdained by the Abbe Dubos (Reflexions fur a Focfie ec 

fur 
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elephants of the Vtafacra were diligently reftored'^; chap. 
the famous heifer of Myron deceived the cactie, as v,^,>^ 
they were drivw through the forum of Peace " ; 
and an officer was created to protect thofe works 
of art, which Theodoric confidered as the noblei^ 
ornament of his kingdom. 

Alter the example of the lad emperors, Theo- Fiourirhins 
doric preferred the refidence of Ravenna* where i^.^ 
he cultivated an orchard with his own hands ^. 
As often as the peace of his kingdom was threat- 
ened (for it was never invaded) by the Barbarians, 
he removed his court to Verona ^' on the northern 
frontier, and the image of his palace, ftill extant, 
on a coin, reprefents the oldeft and moft authentic 
madd of Gothic architedure. Thefe two capitals, 
as well as Pavia, Spoleto, Naples, and the reft of 
the Italian cities, acquired under his reign the 
ufeful or fplendid decorations of churches, aque- 
dufti, baths, porticoes, and palaces^'* But the 

fur la PeiaCiir«j torn. i« fedion 39.), and admired by Winkelnus (HUl.de 
i*ArT, torn. ii. p. I59.)- 

*7 V»r. X. 10. They were probably a fragment of fome triumphal car 
(Caper de Ekphaotit, iL 10. ). 

6« Procopiut (Goth. 1. iv. c. *iO relates a foollfh ftory of Myron's cow, 
which IS celebrated by the jfalfe wit ©f thirty. fix Grtck epigrams (An. 
(bolo;. L 2v. p. 30ft— 306. edit. Hen. Steph. Aufon. Epigram. Iviii— 
Izviii.;. 

<^ See an epigram of Ennodius (ii. 3* p x?93> i^^40 on this garden 
and the royal gardener. 

7« His affedlion for that city is prgved by the epithet of " Verona tua," 
wd the legend of the hero } under the barbarous name of Dietrich of Bern 
(PcftDgfcioki ad Cochlceum, p. 24a ), Matfci traces hiai with knowledge 
aiMl picafufie in bis native counCry (I. tx. p. 2 30—2 36.)- 

71 See MafTeiy Verona Illuarata, Part L p. 231, 132 \o%, &c. He im- 
putes Gothic archite^ure, like the corruption of langwagr, writing, Ac. rot 
» the Baibariaott but to the lulianfrthemfeivcs. Compare M\% ftntiments 
with tMe oC Xirabofchi (tmn. iii* p. 6 1 . )• 

Vol. VII. D happineft 
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CHAP, happtnefs of the fiibjeft was more truly coiirpi- 
v,.*-..-^ cuous in the bufy fcene of labour and luxury, in 
the rapid increafe and bold enjoyment of national 
weahh. From the fhades of Tibur and Prienefte, 
the Roman fenators (liU retired in the winter -feafon 
to the warm fun, and falubrious fpringsof Baiaer; 
and their villas, which advanced on folid moles 
into the bay of Naples, commanded the various 
• profpedl of the (ky, the earth, and the water. 
On the eaflern fide of the Hadriatic, a new Cam- 
pania was formed in the fair and fruitful: province 
of Iftria, which communicated with the palace of 
Ravenna by an eafy nav^tron of one hundred 
miles^ The rich productions of Lueftnia and the 
adjacent provinces were exchanged at the Matci- 
lian fountain, in a populous fair annually dedi* 
cated to trade, intempfsrance^ and fuperftttion. lA 
the folitude of Comum, which had onee been 
animated by the mild genius of Pliny^ a tranf^ 
parent bafon above fixty miles in length ftill re- 
fle£l:ed the rural feats which encompaflfed the 
margin of the Larian lake ; and the gradual afcent 
of the hills was covered by a triple phntation of 
oHves, of vines, and of chefnut trees '*. Agricul- 
ture revived under the fliadow of peace, and the 
number of huibandmen was multiplied by the re* 
deipption of captives ^^ The iron mines of Dal- 

7^ TbeviUas, climate, and landfklp of Balx (Var. ix. 6. See Cfo^r* 
Italia Anti^. 1. iv. c. %, p. 1119, &c.)> lAria (Var. xii. 21. 26.), •mi Co^ 
mum (Var. xi. 14. compare with Pliny'i two viUa«, ix. 7.), are aj^fecably 
painted in the EpifUet of Caffiodorhis. 

Ji In'Liguria naaiefofa a^tcoi^rum progenies (Ennodiot, p. t€yt, 
2679, 1680. )• Sc Epiphanius of Favia redeemed by nrayer or nmfem 6ood 
captives from the Burgundians of Lyons and Savoy. Such dtedt are the bell 
of miracles. 

suitiat 
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ttMhj a gold mii^ in Bruttium, were carefnllf chap. 
explored, and the Pomptine marfiies, as well as ^***^- 
thofe'of Spoleto, were drained and cultivated by 
private undertakers, whofe diftant reward muft 
depcBd on the continuance of the public pro- 
fperity ^\ Whenever the feafons were lefs propi- 
tious, the doubtful precautions of forming maga- 
zmes of com, fixing the price, and prohibiting 
the exportation, attefled at leaft the benevolence 
of the ftate ; but fuch was the extraordinary plenty 
whicb an induftrious people produced from a 
grateful RmI, that a gallon of wine was fometimes 
ibid in Italy for lefs than three farthings, and a 
quarter of wheat at about five fhillings and fix« 
pence''. A country poflefled of fo many va- 
luable objects of exchange, foon attrafted the 
merchants of the world, whofe beneficial traffic was 
encouraged and proteded by the liberal fpirit of 
Theodoric. The free intercourfe of the pro- 
vinces by land and water was reftored and ex- 
tended ; the city gates were never (hut either by 
day or by night ; and the common faying, that a 
purfe ci gold might be fafely left in the fields, 

74 The politiad OKonomy of Theodoric (fee Anonym. Valef. p. 7»i. 
aoA Cafilodoriafy in Chron«j may be diflindly traced under tlie following 
besMUs iron mine (Var.iii. 93.)> gold mine (is. 3«)$ Pomptine maribet 
(ii. 3s, }3.)9 Spoleto (ii. si./^ com (i. 34. x« sy, aS* Xi« ii» I4.)l ^^k^ 
(ti* 7*9«x309 ^'" o^ Leucotfaoe or St. Cyprian in Lucania (viU. 3309 
plenty (xii. 4.}9 the cuifut, or public poft (i. 29. ii. 31. iv. 47. v. 5, vi. 6. 
vii. 33>}i the Flaminian way (xii. i^.}* 

75 LX ntodii trtttci in tblidum ipfius tempore fuerant, et ^nnm )czz 
amplMGM in folidum (Fragment. VakC). Com wae diftdbuted from the 
^aoariea M xv or xxv modii for a piece of gold, and the price was ftillmo- 
dcncc* 

Da. was 
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xtxix. 



Theodoric 
gn Anan» 



Hit tolera- 
tion of the 
Catholics. 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

was expreffive of the ccmfcious Tecarity of tbt in- 
habitanu'V 

A di&r^Qce of religion is always peraic^lM and 
often fatal to the i^mcmy of the prince unpeo- 
ple.} the Gothic ^^nqueror had been eduealed hi 
.the profeifion of Ariaaifn), and Italy ."was 4o- 
voutiy attached to the Niceoe £utfa. Bat ihe 
perfuafioa of Theodoric inras not infede4 hy z«Rl, 
and he piou% adhered to the herdfy of :his-iW- 
tbers, without condeficandkig to balance the 6sll^tSk 
arguments of theological metaphyfics. :S^ti$ftcd 
with the private toleration of his Arian feflaries^ 
he juftly conceived himfelf to be the; guardiaOrof 
the public worihip, and his external reverence fiar 
a fuperftition which he dei^ifed, may have ao»- 
ri{hed in his mind the falutary indifference of a 
ftatefman or philofopher. The Qitfaolica of bis 
dominions acknowledged^ perhaps with relii£baic«, 
^ the peace of the church ; their clergy, according 
to the degrees of rank or merit^ were honourably 
efitertMued in the palace of Theodoric ; he efteemed 
the living fan£lity of Caslarius'^ and Epipha- 
naus^% the orthodox bilhops of Aries and Pavia ; 
and prefented a decent offering on the tomb c^ 



7* Ste the life of St. Caefiirius in Baronius (A« D. $dl, >r« wt, I3t H*)' 
The kins prefented him with 300 gold feltdi, and a dlfcos of Hirer of the 
imdght of fixty pounds. 

77 BnnodiiM th vM. St. IpipbAnii» in SirtYMmd Op. torn. L p. i S7*-*- 
1690. Theodoric bellowed ibme important favoars oa this biihep, whom 
. be ufed as a counfellor in peace and war. 

7* Oetgtifimttt ac fi Catfaolicus (Anooym. V..kf. p.7ao.) { yet hlaof. 
ibin^liat no alorc than two filver candleftidcs (ctrv/lrata) of thewdgbt 
of Itvcnty pounds, far inferior lo the gold and gems of GonAaaiiaopk aad 
France (AnaiUfius la ViL Pont, in Hormifda, p. 34. edicParia). - . 

14 Sto 
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St. Peter, without any fcrtifnilous inquiry into chap. 



the creed of the apoftle ^\ His fiatvourite Goths, 
and even his mother, were permitted to retain or 
mbrace the Athaitafian faith, and his long reign 
could not afford the example of an Italian Ca- 
tholic, who, either fWun choice or compulfion, 
had devialed into the reUgion of the conqueror '^ 
The people, and the Barbarians themfelves, were 
edified by the pomp and order of religioas worw 
fliip; the magiftrates were inftruded to defend 
the juft immunities of eccleliafticai perfons and 
pofieffions; the bifliops held their fynods, the 
metropolitans exercifed their jurifdi^ion, and the 
pririieges of (anftuary were maintained or mo- 
derated according to the fpirit of the Roman 
jurifprudence. With the prote£lion, Tbeodoric 
aflbmed the legal fupremacy, of the church ; and 
bis film adminiftration rtftored or extended Ibme 
ttfefbt pi^ogatives which had been negle6ted by 
the feeble emperors of the Weft. He was not 
ignorant of the dignity and importance of the 
Roman pontiff, to whom the Venerable name of 
PoFS was now a[^opriM:ed. The peace or the 
revolt of Italy might depend on the cbara£l;er of 
a wealthy and popular bifliop, who claimed fuch 

79 Thetolencuig fffUmoi bU reign (Enoodius, p. idi. Anonym. Valef* 
p. 719. Procop. Goth, t i. c. i. 1. ii. c. 6.) may be (Uidicd in the Epiftlrt 
ofCa/Iiodoriu8» under the following heads: ^^/< (Var. 1. 9. ▼iii. 15* M- 
xi. %i.)i mmumtiei (i. 16. H. 29, 30.); church lands (iv. 17. %o.)\ foMauarm 
(u. ji. ill. 47.)j church J>iate (xii. 10.): difci^Pnc (iv. 44*)} which prove at tbt 
lame time that he was the head of the church as well as of the ftate. 

«o We may rejcft a iboliih tale of his beheading a Catholic deacon vtho 
tDmed Aruuk ( Theodor. Leaor. No 17.). Why is Throdoric iVimamed 
^firf From f^afer f (VaWV ad tec.) A fight conjeaure. 
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CHAP, ample dominion both in heaven atid earth : who 

XXXIX* 

v^-p-,>"— L> had been declared in a numerous fynod to be pure 
from all fm, and exempt from all judgment". 
When the chair of St. Peter was difputed by 
Symmachus and Laurence, they appeared at his 
fummons before the tribunal of an Arian mo- 
narch, and he confirmed the eledion of the moft 
worthy or the mofi: obfequlous candidate. At the 
end of his life, in a moment of jealoufy and re* 
fentment, he prevented the choice of the Ro« 
mans, by nominating a pope in the palace of 
Ravenna* The danger and furious contefts of a 
fchifm were mildly retrained, and the laft decree 
of the fenate was enaded to extmguKb, if it 
were poflible, the fcandalous venality of the papal 
elections •*. 
Vices of hh I have defcanted with pleafure on the fortunate 
^u' condition of Italy } but our fancy muft not haftily 
conceive that the golden age of the poets, a race 
of men without vice or mifery, was realifed under 
the Gothic conqueft. The fair profpefb was 
fometimes overcaft with clouds; the vdfdom of 
llieodorlc might be deceived, his . power might 
be refilled, and the declining age of the monarch 
was fullied with popular hatred and patrician blood. 
In the firft infolence of victory, he had been 
tempted to deprive the whole party of Odoacer 

Si Ennodiufy p. 16119 rSiS. 1636. 163S. His tt^«il was approved and 
regifleicd (fynodaliter} by a Roman council (Baronios» A* D. 505* N« 6. 
Francifcus Pagi in fireviar. Pont* Rom. torn- i- p. 141.} 

«> Sec Cafliodoriui (Var. yHI. 15. ix. 15, 16 }» AnaUafius (in SymmacbOy 
p. 31.], and the xviith Annotation of Mafcou. Baronius, Pa^ and moft of 
the Catholic doQortt cxmf^s, with an anery ^rowl, tlus Gothic ulbrpation. 
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of the civil and even the natural riKfats of fo c h a p< 
ciety '' } a tax unfeafonably impored after the €a« 
lamities of war, would have cruflied the rifing 
agriculture of Liguria; a rigid pre-cmptioa of 
com^ which was intended for the pubtic relief, 
muft have aggravated the diftrefs of Campania. 
Thefe dangerous, projeds were defeated by the 
virtue and eloquence of ^piphanius and Boethius, 
who, in the prefence of Theodoric himfelf, fuc* 
celsfully pleaded the caufe of the people ^* : but if 
the royal ear was open to the voice of truth, a 
Osunt and a philofopher are not always to be found 
at the ear of kings. The privileges of rank, ov 
ofEce, or favour, were too frequently abufed by 
ItaUan fraud and Gothic violence, and the avarice 
of the king's nephew was publicly expofed, at 
firfl by the vfurpation, and afterwards by the re- 
llitution of the eftates which he had unjuftly ex- 
torte^d from his Tufcan neighbours. Two hun- 
dred thoufand Barbarians, formidable even to their 
mafter, were fcated in thjC heart of Italy ; they in- 
dignantly fupported th^ reftraints of peace and dif- 
dpline j the diforders ojf their march were always 
fj^h and fometimes cqmpenfated ; and where it was 
dangerous to puni(h, it might be prudent to di& 

53 He 4(4iblcd them-^t liccntia tcftand^ ', and a^ Italy moumed^-UunenN 
afasll juftitio. I wifli to believe, thai thrfc penalties were cnaAet) againft the 
rebels, wlio bad violated their oath of allegiance } but the teftimony of £n- 
iMdioas (p. 167 sr*-*! ^2*) i3 th^ mere yveishty* as he lived aod died under 
the rdgn of Theodoric. 

54 Ennoditts, in Vit. Epiphan. ^. t6%^ ^690. Bcetliius de Confolarione 
PhilofophiKy 1. 1, prof. iv. p.45>46>47* R^fpe^, but weis^h the paflions 
of the fUim and the fenator ^ and ibrtlfy or alleviate their cotnplaimd by the 
vuioaa tiinta of Calfiodorius (ii. S. iv. 36. viti* 5.}.^ 
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CHAP, fembk, the Tallies of Adr native fiercfenefs. When 
<>— ^^^ the indulgence of Theodoric had ?emkted two- 
thirds of the Lignrian tribute, he condefcended to 
explain the difficulties of his ntiiadon, and to Ia« 
rnent the heavy though inevitable burdens which 
he impofed on his fubjefts for their own defence •*. 
Thefe ungrateful fubjefts could never be cordially 
reconciled to the origin, the religion, or even the 
virtues of the Gothic conqueror; pad calamities 
were forgotten, and the fenfe or fufpicion of in- 
juries was rendered ftill more exquifiice by the pre- 
fent felicity of the times. 
He is pro- . Evcn the religious toleration which Theodoric 

voked to *-* 

pcrfecucr had the glory of introducing into the Chriftian 
licl "* world, was painful and ofFcnfive to the orthodox 
2eal of the Italians. They refpefted the armed 
herefy of the Goths; but their pious rage was 
fefely pointed againft the rich and defencelefs 
Jews, 'who had formed their eftablifliments at 
Naples, Rome, Ravenna, Milan, and Genoa, for 
the benefit of trade, and under the fanflion of the 
laws •*. Their perfons were infulted, their efieds 
were pillaged, and their fynagogues were burnt by 
the mad populace of Ravenna and Rome, in- 
flamed, as it (hould (eem, by the moft frivolous 
or extravagant pretences. The government which 
could negled, would have deferved, fuch an out- 
rage. A legal inquiry was inftantly direfted ; and 
, as the authors of the tumult had ^fcaped in the 

^s ImmuiiDiri expenfarum pcndue . . . pro ipforum falutej &c.; yet 
thefe are no more than ^ords. 

W The Jews were fettled «t Naples fProcopius, Goth. I. i. c S), at 
Genoa (Var. ii. 18. W. 33.), Milan (v. 37.), Rome (iv. 43.)« Sec UkcvMfe 
Bafnasr, Hift, ties Juif*, torn. viii. c 7. p. 15^ 
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crowd, the whole community was condemned to chap* 
repair the damage ; and the obftinate bigots who 
refufed their contributions, were whipped through 
the ftreets by the hand of the executioner. Thb 
iimple ad of juftice exafperated the difcontent of 
the Catholics, who applauded the merit and 
patience of thefe holy confeflbrs; three hundred 
pulpits deplored the perfecution of the church, and 
if the chapel of St. Stephen at Verona wat 
demolithed by the command of Theodoric, it is 
probable that fome miracle hoftile to his name and 
dignity had been performed on that facred theatre. 
At the clofe of a glorious life, the king of Italy 
difcovered that he had excited the hatred of a people 
whofe happinefs he had fo afliduoufly laboured 
to promote ; and his mind was foured by indigna- 
tion, jealoufy, and the bitternefs of unrequited 
love. The Gothic conqueror condefcended to 
difarm the unwarlike natives of Italy, interdiding 
all weapons of offence, and excepting only a fmall 
knife for domeftic ufe. The deliverer of Rome 
was accufed of confpiring with the vilcft 
informers againfl: the lives of fenators whom he 
fufpe&ed of a fecret and treafonable correfpondence 
with the Byzantine court •\ After the death of 
Anaftalius, the diadem had been placed on the 
head of a feeble old man; but the powers of 
government were aflumed by his nephew Juftinian, 
who already^ meditated the extirpation of hcrefy, 

*7 Rex avidiN coovnunis- Qxitii» itc. (Bocthius, 1. i. p. 59O: n^ 
dolum Aomanift Uodebat (Anonym. Va4cf. p* 7x3. ). There are bard 
words ; c)»ey Ipeak the painoos o£ the Italiass, and tliofc (I fear) of Theo- 
doric biaofeU* 

and 
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and the conqueft of Italy and Alrica, A rigorous 
law which wa$ publifbed at Conftantinople, tp 
reduce the Arians by thd dread of punifliment 
within the pale of the church, awakened the juft 
refentment of Theodoric, who claimed for his 
diilreiTed brethren of the Eaft, the fame indulgence 
which, he bad fo long granted to the Catholics of 
his dominions. At bis ftern command, the Ro- 
maa pontiff, with four illa/iriQus fenators,, em^ 
barked on an embafly, of which he muft have 
alike dreaded the failure or the fuccefs^ The fm** 
gular veneration ihewn to the iirft pope who bad 
yiiited Conftantinople was punifhed as a crime by 
his jealous monarch; the artful or peremptory re* 
fufal of the Byzantine court might excufe an equal, 
and would provoke a larger, meafure of retaliation ; 
and a mandate was prepared in Italy^ to prohibit, 
taifter a dated day, the exercife of the Catholic 
worlhip. By the bigotry of his fubjcfts and ene- 
mies, the moft tolerant of princes was driven to 
the brink of perfecution ; and the life of Theodoric 
was too long, fmce he lived to condemn the virtue 
of Boethius and Symmachus *S 

The fenator Boethius *• is the laft of the Ro- 
mans whom Cato or Tully could have acknow- 
ledged 



*s I have laboured to extras a rational nanative from the dark, condfe, 
apd various hintt of the Valefian Fragment «p. ^aa, 7i3> 7H0t Tbeo. 
phanct (p. 145.), Anaftafius (in Jolianne, p. 35.)> and the Hid. MifiBcUa 
(p* 103. edit. Muratori). A gentle prciTure and paraphrafe of their words 
U no violence. Confuit likewife Mutator! (Annali d^italia, torn. iv. p. 471 
— >478.)i with the Annab and Breviary (torn. i. 859—163.) of the twu 
Pagi*s, the uncle anJ the nephew. 

S9 Le Clerc baa compoCad a critical and philofophical life of Aniciua 
Manlius Sevcrinut Boethius (Bjbliot. Choilxi ton), xvi. p. 468---»75.} | 
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ledged for thdr countryman. As a wealthy orptfan, c h a p. 
be inherited the patrimony and honours of the 
Anician family, a name ambitioufly aflumed by the 
king* and emperors of the age ; and the appella* 
tion of Manilas alferted his genuine or fabulous 
defcent from a race of confuls and didators^ who 
had repuifed the Gauls from the Capitol, and fa* 
crificed their fons to the difciplioe of the republic* 
la the youth of Boethius, the ftudies of Rom^ 
were not totally abandoned ; a Virgil ^ is now 
extant, corredai by the hand of a conful ; and 
the profeflbrs of grammar, rhetoric, and jurif-. 
prudence, were maintained in their privileges andi 
penfions, by the liberality of the Goths. But the 
erudition of the Latin language was infufEciene 
to fatiate h'ls ardent curiofity ; and Boethius is faid. 
to have employed eighteen laborious years in tho 
fchools of Athens **, which were fupported by the 
zeal, the learning, and the diligence of Proclua 
and his difciples. The reafon and piety of their 
Roman pupil were fortunately faved from the con- 
tagk)n of myftery and magic, which polluted the 
groves of the academy ; but he imbibed the fpirit, 

3&d both TiraboTchi (tom.lU.) and FabrlcJas (Biblioc. Latin.) nnay bt 
ofefiilly confulted. The date of liis birth may he placed about the year 
470, and bit death in 524) in a premature old age (Confol. Phil. Methea, u 

PS')- 

9^ For the age and value of this MS. now in the Medicean library 
at Florence, fee the Ctnotaphia Pifana (p. 430—447.) of Cardinal 
Nona. 

9' The Athenian fludies of Boethius are doubtful (Baronius, A. D. 510, 
No. 3. from a fpurious trad, De Difciplina Scholarum), and the term of 
eighteen years is doubtlefs too long: bat the fimple fa£l of a vifit to Athens 
is jufliAed by much internal evidence (Brvcker, Hift. Crit« Philofoph. 
torn. ill. p. 5i4*-5a7.)» and by ao expreffion (thovigh vagoe and ambiguoufc) 
of hit friend Caffiodorius (Var. 1/45* )» " ^ge poficas Athenas introifli.** 
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CHAP, and imitated the method of his dead and living 
maftersy who attempted to reconcile the ftrong and 
fubtle fenfe of Arlftotle with the devout contempla** 
tion and fublime fancy of Plato. After his return 
to Rome, and his marriage with the daughter of 
his friend, the patrician Symmachus, Boethias ftill 
continued, in a palace of ivory and marble, to pro« 
fecute the fame ftudies?*. The church was edi- 
ted by his profound defence of the orthodox 
creed againft the Arian, the Eutychian, and the 
Neilorian herefies; and the Catholic unity was 
explained or expofed in a foitaal treatife by the 
indifference of three diftin^ though confubftantial 
perfons. For the benefit of his Latin readers, his 
genius fubmitted to teach the iird elements of the 
arts and fciences of Greece. The geometry of 
Euclid, the mufic of Pythagoras, the arithmetic 
of Nicomachus, the mechanics of Archimedes, 
the aftronomy of Ptolemy, the theology of Plato, 
and the logic of Ariftotle, vni\i the commentary 
of Porphyry, were tranflated and illuftrated by the 
indefatigable pen of the Roman fenator. And he 
alone was efteemed capable of defcribing the won- 
ders of art, a fun-dial, a water-clock, or a fphere 
which reprefented the motions of the planets. 
From thefe abftrufe fpeculations, Boethius {looped, 
or to fpeak more truly, he rofe to the focial duties 

9* Blbliotbecc comptes chore ac vitro parietcsy ftc. (Confol. Plul* 1- ^• 
proCv. p. 74.0* The Epiftlcs ofEnnodius (vi. 6. vii. 13. viii. !• 31- 37* 
40.) and Caffiodorittj (Vir.K 39. iv. 6. ix. ai.) aflfbrd many proofs of the 
hifch reputation which !>e tDJoye^t in his own times. It is trae» that the 
bifliop of Pavta. wanted to purchafc of him an old houfe at Milan, and praife 
migtit be tcsdcmd and accepted in pare of payrucnt. 
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of public and private life : the indigent were c h a ^. 

relieved by his liberality ; and his eloquence, which w.-^/^ 

flattery might compare to the voice of Demoft- 

benes or Cicero, was uniformly exerted in the caufe 

of innocence and humanity • Such conrpicuoiis 

merit was felt and rewarded by a difcerning prince; 

the dignity of Boethius was adorned with the tiileg 

of conful and patrician, and bis talents were ufe* 

fully employed in die important ftation of mafter 

of the a(Sce$. Notwtthilanding the equal claims 

of the Eafl: and Weft, his two fons were created, in 

then: tender youth, the confuls of the fame year ^\ 

On the memorable day of their inauguration, they 

proceeded in folemn pomp from their palace tb 

the forum, amidft the applaufe of the fenate and 

people ; and their joyful father, the true conful of 

Rome, after pronouncing an oration in the praife 

of his rOyai b^ieEador, diftributed a triumphal 

largefs in the games of the circus. Profperous in 

his fanle and fortunes, in his public honours and 

private alliances, in the cultivation of fcience and 

the coiifctoufncfs of virtue, Boethius might have 

been ftyled happy, if that precarious epithet could 

be £ifisly applied before the la(l term of the life of 

man* 

A phtlofopher, liberal of his wealth and parfi- HUpatnotw 
monious of his time^ might be infenfible to the ^ 
common allurements of ambition, the thirft of 



«:Ptgl9 Mnntori, ftc. are »s>^ced that B«etbMM Utnfelf was ctMiful la 
the yen sifs tus two fooa in s^u <Bd In 4S7, p<c^pt» his ivtan A 

defirc of afcrlbing the laft of tbefe confulihips to the phUoraphWy had >pcr' 
pkxcdthe-chroDoiogyof histtfc. In his honouri^ alliances^ childreo^ he 
( his -own lclidt]r«^spaft felicity (p« i<99» tlo.j« .. > * 
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<5 " A p. goM and employment. And fome credit may be 
due to the afleveration of Boethius, that he had 
relodantly obieycd the divme Pkto, tirho enjoins 
every virtuous citizen to refcue the ftateltom the 
ufurpation of vice and ignorance. For the inte- 
grity of his public condud he appeals to the me* 
mory of his country. His authority had rcftrained 
.the pride and oppreffion of the royal officers^ and 
•his eloquence had delivered Paulianus from the 
dogs of the palace. He had always pitied, and 
often relieved, the diftrefs of the provincials, whofe 
fortunes were exhaufted by public and private 
rapine ; and Boethius alone had courage to oppofe 
the tyranny of the Barbarians, elated by conqueft, 
excited by avarice, and, as he complains^ encou. 
raged by impunity. In thefe honourable conceits, 
his fpirit foared above the confideration of danger, 
and perhaps of prudence ; and 'we may learn from 
the example of Cato, that a character of pure and 
inflexible virtue is the mod apt to be mifled by 
prejudice, to be heated by enthufiafm, and to con- 
found private enmities with public juftice. The 
difciple of Plato might exaggerate the infirmities of 
nature, and the imperfe&ions of fodeCy ; and the 
mildeft form of a Gothic kingdom, even the 
weight of allegiance and gratitdde, mud be iafup- 
portable to the free fpirit of a Roman patriot. 
But the favour and fidelity, of Boethius declined in 
ju{| proportion with the public happinefs ; and an 
unworthy colleague was impofed, to divide and 
control the power of the matter of thrf offices. 
In the laft gloomy feafon of Theodoric, he indig- 
nantly felt that he was a flave } but as his mafter 

had 



Digitized by 



Google 



OV THE AOMAN EMPIRE. 4l 

had only power over hh life, he flood without arms ^^xtx^' 

and without fear againft the face of an angry Bar- ^^■■^^ 

bartan, who had been provdked to bdieve that 

the Mety of the fenate was incompatible with his 

own. The fenator Albinus was accufed and "^/J** 

already convifted on the prefumption of hoping^ as treafon. 

It was faid, the liberty of Rome. " If Albinus 

" be criminal," exclaimed the orator, ** the fenate 

" and myfelf are all guilty of the fame crinic. 

" If we are innocent, Albinus is equally entitled 

** to the pl-oteftion of the laws.'* Thefe laws 

might not hare punilhed the fimple and barren 

wi(h of an unattainable bleffing ; but they would 

have fhewn Icfs indulgence to the ralh confeffion 

of Boethius, that, had he known of a confpiracy, 

the tyrant never fliould'*. The advocate of 

Albinus was loon involved in the danger and perhaps 

the guilt of his client ; their fignature (which they 

denied as a forgery) was affixed to the original 

addrefs, inviting the emperor to deliver Italy from 

the Goths ; and three witneffes of honourable rank, 

perhaps of in&mous reputation, attefted the trea- 

fonable defigns of the Roman patrician •^ Yet 

his innocence muft be prefumed, fince he was 

deprived by Theodoric of the means of juftification, 

and rigoroufly ccxifined in the tower of Pavla, 

while the fenate, at the diftance of five hundred 

94 Si t^ fcilfem tu nefcifl^s. ISoethlus adof>t3 this anfwer (J. i. prof. 4. 
p. 5}.) of Julius Caniu, whofc philofophic death is dcfcribed by Seneca [De 
Tran<iuillitate Animi, c. 14.). 

9J The chara£Ver* of his t^vo delators, T^afilius (V»r. 11. 10, fi. W. aa.) 
and Opflio (v. 41. vUi. 16.}, are illunrated, dot iiioch t6 their honour^ in 
the Epiftlcf of CafHodonus, which likewife mention Dccoratus (t. }!.]» th« 
Wt^rthkrs colhague of Boethius ^1. ui. prof. 4. p. 193- }• 

miles. 
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CHAR ijulesy pronotinced a fentence of confifcation and 

XXXIX 

yjr-^^ death againft the mod illuftrious of its members* 
At the command of the Barbarians^ the occult 
Xcience of a philofopher was ftigmatized with the 
names of facrilege and magic '\ A devout and 
dutiful attachment to the fenate was condemned as 
. criminal by the trembling voices of the fenators 
xhemfelves ; and their ingratitude deferved the wifli 
or predidion of 33oethius, that, after him, none 
fiiould be found guilty of the fame offence *\ 
His impri- While Boethius, opprefled with fetters, expefted 
anddentb* each momcut the fenrence or the flrol^e of death, 
be compofed in the tower of Pavia the Confolation 
of Philofopby; a golden volume not unworthy of 
the leifure of Plato or Tully, but which claims 
izuromparable merit from the barbarifm of the times 
and the fituation of the author. The celeftial guide 
whom he had fo long invoked at Rome and Athens, 
now condefcended to illumine his dungeon, to 
revive his courage, and to pour into his wounds 
her lalutary balm. She taught him to compare his 
long profperity and his recent diftrefs, and to con« 
ceive new hopes from the inconftancy of fortune. 
Reafon had informed him of the precarious condi- 

9* A fcvcre inqiUry w« inftituied into the crime of vm%iq (Var. iv. aa, 
•3. ix« iSO : and it was believed tliaf many necromancen bad cfcaped by 
nuking their g^olen road i ior fiud^ 1 Ihould read drunk. 

97 Boethius had compofed bis own Apology (p. 53.), perhaps more 
ipttrefting than his ConlblaUon* We rouft be content with the gentfral vi«w 
of his honours, principles, perfecution, &c. (1. i. prof. iv. p. 42-— 69.)> 
which may be compared with the fliort and weighty words of the Valelmi 
Fragment (p. yi)*). An anonymouv writer (Sinner, Catalog. MSS. Biblioc 
Bern. torn. t. p. 187.) charges htm home with bonfturable and patriotic 
treafon. 
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tion of her gifts j experience had fatisfied him of c h a p. 
their real value ; he had enjoyed them without ^^,^,.w 
guilt ; he might refign them without a figh, and 
calmly difdain the impotent malice of his enemies, 
who bad left him happinefs, fmce they had left 
him virtue. From the earth, Boethius afcended to 
heaven in fearch of the supreme good } explored 
the metaphyfical labyrinth of chance and deftmy, 
of prefcience and free-will, of time and eternity ; 
and generoufly attempted to reconcile the perfeft 
attiibutes of the Deity, with the apparent difor- 
ders of his moral and phyfical government. Such 
topics of confolation, fo obvious, fo vague, or fo 
abftrufe, are ineffeftual to fubdue the feelings of 
human nature. Yet the fenfe of misfortune may 
be diverted by the labour of thought ; and the fage 
who could artfully combine in the fame work, 
the various riches of philofophy, poetry, and elo- 
quence, muft already have poflfeiTed the intrepid 
calmnefs, which he affeded to feek. Sufpenfe, 
the word of evils, was at length determined by the 
minifters of death, who executed, and perhaps 
exceeded, the inhuman mandate of Theodoric. A 
ftrong cord was faftened round the head of Boethius, 
and forcibly tightened, till his eyes almoft darted 
from their fockets ; and fome mercy may be dif*- 
covered in the milder torture of beating him with 
clubs till he expired '^ But his genius fu/vived to 

^ He wtt eacecuttdl lA Agro CalventiAno (Calvenxano, between Marig* 
mnoaiidPtvU), AoonyiQ* Valef. p.7«). by omder of Eofebiui coont of 
Tidniim or Pavm. Tbe plaee of his confinemeot is ftyled the haptifie'jff 
an edifice flnd name peculiar to cathedrals. It is ciaimed by the perpetual 
tradition oi the chorch of Pavia. The tower of Boetitius fubfifted tiil the 
year 1584, and the draught is yetpreftrved (Tirabofcbi^ tom. iii. p. 479 4S)* 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

diffure a ray of knowledge over the darkeft age9 
of the Latin world ; the writings of the philofo- 
pher were tranflated by the moft glorious of the 
Engliih kings % and the third emperor of the name 
of Otha removed to a more honou-rable tomb the 
bones of a Catholic faints who, from bis Arum per- 
fecutors, had acquired the honours of martyrdom, 
and the fame of miracles '^r In the lafl hours of 
Boethius, he derived (bme comfort from the fafety 
of his ti^o foils, of his wife, and of his father-in- 
law, the Venerable Symmachus. But the grief of 
Symmachus was indifcreet, and perhaps difrefpefl- 
ful : he had prefumed to lament, he might dare to 
revenge, the death of an injured friend* He was 
dragged in chains from Rome to the palace of Ra- 
venna ; and the fufpicions of Theodoric could only 
be appeafed by the blood of an innocent and aged 
fenator*"'. 

Humanity will be difpofed to encourage any 
report which teflifies the jurifdi£lion of confcience 

99 See the Blograp^iica Britannica, AtrtKD, torn.!, p. 8o« %d edition. 
The work is ftHi nif>re honourable if performed under the learned eye of 
Alfred by his foreign and donKflic dodors. For the repuution of Boethms 
in tiie middle ages, confuic Brucker (Hill. Crit. Phibfoph. torn. iii. p. 565, 
566.). 

too The infcrJption on hit new ronib was compofed by the preceptofr of 
Otho the thlrd> the learned Pope Silvefter II. who, like Boatbius himfelO 
was ftyled a magicinn by the ignorance of the tines. The Catholic martyr 
had carried his head in his hands a ctoAfiderabl'e w^y (Baronius, A. D. 516, 
NO I7t tS.) i yet, on afimiiartak, a lady of my acqmintaiiceoiicc obfervcd^ 
«< La didance n*y fait rien ; il n*y a que le premier pat qui coute.** 

101 Boethius applauds the virtues oC his iathes-ia-law (i i. prof. 4. p. 59. 
1 ii. prof«4. p. 118). Procopius (Goth. 1 i. c. r.)t the Valeliaa Fragment 
(p. 714.), and the Hi^lori&MiiscUa (I. xv p* lOsOt agree kk pnifiag the 
Aipcrior innocence or fanf^ity of SymnMchui { and in the cAimation q£ the 
legend, the guilt of his murder is equal 10 the inq^riteoiait of a pope. 
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And the remorfe of kings ; and philofophy is not 
ignorant that the mbft horrid fpeAres are fome^^ 
times created by the powers of a difordered fancy, 
and the weaknefs of a diftempered body. After a 
life of virtue and glory, Theodoric was now de* 
fcending with fliame and guilt into the grave : his 
mind was humbled by the contraft of the pad, and 
juftly alarmed by the inviQble terrors of futurity. 
One evening, as it is related, when the head of a 
large fifli was ferved on the royal table ''^, he (ud* 
denly exclaimed, that he beheld the angry coun^ 
tenance of Symmachus, his eyes glaring fury 
and revenge, and his niouth armed with long 
fliarp teeth, which threatened to devour him. The 
monarch inftantly retired to his chamber, and, as 
he lay, trembling with aguifh cold, under a weight 
of bed-clothes, he exprefifed in broken murmurs 
to his phyfician Elpidius, his deep repentance for 
the murders of Boethius and Symmachus "*. His 
malady increafed, and after a dyfentery which con- 
dnued three days, he expired in the palace of Ra^ 
venna, in the thirty-third, or, if we compute from 
the invafion of Italy, in the thirty-feventh year of his 
reign. Confcious of his approaching end, he divided 
his treafures and provinces between his two grand- 
fonSy and fixed the Rhone as their common boundU 

*9% In the £mcifal eloquence of Cafflod»riat» the ttriety of fea and river 
fidi are an evidence of cxtcnfive dominion ; and thofe of the Rhine» ol SicUy^ 
and of the Danube, were ferved on the fable of Theodoric (Var. xii. 14*). 
The nionftrons tnrbot of Domisinn ( Juvcnai Satir. iii. 39.) had been «auf ht 
CA the Iboftt of the Adriatao. 

io| Pracopiuty €kxh« 1. i. c j. But he araght have informed ut, whe« 
tber he had received this coiiom aaecdou from commoD report, or from lb* 
mouth of Che royal phyieaaa. 

E a ary^ 
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CHAP, ary *'*• Amalaric was reftorcd to the throne of 
^^^^^' Spain. Italy, with all the conquefts of the Oftro- 
goths, was bequeathed to Athalaric ; whofe age did 
not exceed ten years, but who was cheri(bed as the 
lafl male offspring of the line of Amali, by the 
ihort-lived marriage of his mother Amalafuatha 
with a royal fugitive of the fame blood '®*. In 
the prefence of the dying monarch, the Gothic 
chiefs and Italian magidrates mutually engaged 
their faith and loyalty to the young prince, and 
to his guardian mother ; and received in the fame 
awful moment, his laft falutary advice, to main- 
tain the laws, to love the fenate and people of 
Rome, and to cultivate with decent reverence, the 
friendfliip of the emperor **"*. The monument of 
Theodoiic was ere£led by bis daughter* Amalafun« 
tha, in a confpicuous iituation, which commanded 
the city of Ravenna, the harbour,^ and the adja- 
cent coaft. A chapel of a circular £brm» thirty 
feet in diameter, is crowned by a dome of one 
entire piece of granite : from the centre of the 
dome, four columns arofe, which fupported, in a 

>C4 Procopius, Goth. l.i. c ly a. is, 13. This partition bad bem dU 
rcck-d by Theodoric, though it was not executed till after his death. Acgni 
hcrLdttatem fuperdest reliquit (Ifidor. Chron. p. 711. edit. CroL). 

f^S Berimund, the third in defcent from HeimanriCy king of the Oftr^ 
goths, had retired into Spain^ where he lived and died in obfcurity ( Jor- 
nandes, c. 33. p. ici. edit. Mutator.)* See tlie difcoverx, nuptials, and 
death, of his grandfon Eutharic (c 5S. p.aio.). His Aoman games might 
render him popular (Cafliodor. in Chron.)» but Eutharic was afpcr in reli- 
gions (Anonym. Valef. p.7%Zt 7t8»)' 

Ac6 See the counfeb of Tbeodoric, and the profeffions ^ his fucceffor, in 
Procopius (Goth. L i. c. t, 1.), Jomandes (c. 59. p. tao, 2«i.), and Caf- 
fiodorius (Var, viii. 1— y.)* Thtfe epiftkt art the triumph of his minifterial 
eloquence. 

vafc 
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vafc of porphyry, the remains of the Gothic king, chap. 
furrounded by the brazen ftatues of the twelve *^^'^- 
apoftles**^. His fpirit, after fome previous expia- 
tion, might have been' permitted to mingle with 
the benefadors of mankind, if an Italian hermit had 
not been witnefs in a vilion to the damnation of 
Tlieodoric ***", whofe foul was plqnged, by the 
minifters of divine vengeance, into the vulcano of 
Lipari, one of the flaming mouths of the infernal 
world"'. 

>C7 Acooym. Valef. p. 724. Agnellus de VltU Tent. Raven. :n Muratori 
Script. Renun luL torn. it. P. u p« 67. Aiberti Dtfcritciotm d' Italia, 
p, 311. 

*o» Tbit legend li related by Gregory I. (Diafog. iv. 36 ), and approved 
byBanmioa (A. D. 526, N02S.); and both the Pope and Cardin4i are 
grave dodors, fufficient to eflablifh a probaile opinion. 

i«9 Theodoric \\igah\{^ or rather CaifiodpriaS) had defcrlbed in tragic ftr.iina 
tbevtticaiiot ol JLipari (Cluvcr. Sicilia^ p. 406— 4x0.} and Vefuvtus (iv. 
50.). 
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CHAR XL. 

Elevation of Jujiin the Eld(r. Reign of JvJlU 

nian :— L The Emprefs Theodora^^U. Fadions 
if the Circus^ and Sedition of Conjlantinople.-^ 
IIL Trade and Manufaaure of Silk.— IV. Fi- 
nances and Taxes. — V. Edifices of Jiiftinian. 

* Church of St. Sophia^ Fortifications and 

Frontiers of the Eajlern Empire.'-^-^Jbolition 
of the Schools of Jthens^ and the Confuljhif of 
Rome. 

^HE emperor Juftinian was born' near the 
rums of Sardica (the modern Sophia), of an 
Birth of the obfcurc racc * of Barbarians', the inhabitants of a 
Juftinian, Wild and defolate country, to which the names 
May'st— of Dardania, of Dacia, and of Bulgaria, have been 
48^"May fncceffivcly applied. His elevation was prepared 
»«• by the adventurous fpirit of his uncle Juftin, who, 

with two other peafants of the fame village, deferted, 

1 There it fomc difficulfy in the date of his birth (Lndewig in Vit. Juf- 
tinUnii p. ia5.}> "o^e in the place-^the diftri£t Bedcriana— the village 
Taurcfium, wfiich he afterwards decorated with his name and fpltndour 
(D'Anville, Hid. de IMcad. &c. torn. xxxi. p. 1S7— a9i.)« 

a The rames of thefe Dardanian peafants are Gothic, and almoft EngHA ; 
Jufiviiafi is a tranllation of uprauda (upright) , his father Ssiarims (in Graeco* 
barbarous language /i/fs) was ftilcd in bis village JJtecA (St^MJ $ his mother 
Bigleniza was foftened into Vigllantia. 

I Ludewig (p. 127—135.) attempts to juflify the Aniclan name of 
Juftinian and Theodora, and to conned tikcm with a family from which 
the houfe of Avftria has been derived* 

for 
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for the profeffion of arnjs, the more ufeful 
employment of hufcandmen or ftepherds ♦. On 
foot, with a fcanty provifion of bifcuit in their 
knapfacks, the three youths followed the high-road 
of Conftantinople, and were foon enrolled, for 
their ftrength and ftaiure, among the guards of the 
emperor Leo. Under the two fucceeding reigns, the 
fortunate peafant emerged to wealth and honours ; 
and his efcape from fome dangers which threats 
cned his life, was afterwards afcribed to the guar- 
dian angel who watches over the fate of kings. 
His long and laudable fervice in the Ifaurian and 
Perfian wars, would not have preferved from obli- 
vion the name of Juftin ; yet they might warrant 
the military promotion, which in the courfe of 
fifty years he gradually obtained ; the rank of tri- 
bune, of count, and of general, the dignity of 
fenator, and the command of the guards, who 
obeyed him as their chief, at the important crifis 
when the emperor Anaftafius was removed from 
the world. The powerful kinfmen whom he had 
raifed and enriched, were excluded from the 
throne ; and the eunuch Amantius, who reigned 
in the palace, had fecretly refolved to fix the dia- 
dem on the head of the moft obfequious of his 
creatures. A liberal donative, to conciliate the 
fufirage of the guards, was entrufted for that pur- 
pofe in the hands of their commander. But thefe 

4 Sec the anecdotes of Procopius (c. 6.) with the notes of N. Ajcmannus. 
The Uiiria woi»ld not have funk, in the vague and decent appellation of 
yivf/^f the 0uk6\^ and ffv^f$'^ of Zonaras, Yet why arc thofc names 
difgracefui ? — and what Gemnan baron would not be proud to idefcend from 
Ihc EuBMBus of the Odyflcy ? 

E 4 weighty 
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weighty arguments were treacheroufly employed 
by Juftin in his own favour ; and as no competitor 
Ekvatjon prefumcd to appear, the Dacian Beafant was in- 

•nd reign of ^ • i. u i l i. • r 

his uncle veited With the purple, by the unanimous content 
A. D?5i8, of the foldiers who knew him to be brave and 
a.^d! «7, ge^tl^i of ^he clergy and people who believed him 
April I— 10 be orthodox, and of the provincials who yielded 
a blind and implicit fubmiflion to the will of the 
capital. The elder Juftin, as he is diftinguiftied 
from another emperor of the fame family and 
name, afcended the Byzantine throne at the age 
of fixty^eight years ; and, had he been left to his 
own guidance, every moment of a nine years 
reign muft have expofed to his fubjeds the im- 
propriety of their choice. His ignorance was fimi-- 
lar to that of Theodoric i and it is remarkable, 
that in an age not deftitute of learning, two con- 
temporary monarchs had never been inftruded in 
the knowledge of the alphabet. But the genius of 
Juftin was far inferior to that of the Gothic king : 
the experience of a foldier had not qualified him 
tor the government of an empire j and, though per- 
fonally brave, the confcioufnefs of his own weak- 
nefs was naturally attended with doubt, diftruft, 
and political apprehenfion. But the official bu(i« 
nefs of the ftate was diligently and faithfully tranf- 
aded by the quseftor Proclus 'j and the aged em- 
peror adopted the talents and ambition of his ne- 
phew Juftinian, an afpiring youth, whom his uncle 
bad drawn from the ruftic folitude of Dacia, and 

5 His virtues are praifcd by Procopius (Pertic. 1. i. c ii.). ThcquacW 
Proclut wat the friend of JuhioHini and the enemy W every other adoption. 

educated 
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educated at Conftantinople, as the heir of his private c h a p^ 

fortune, aad at length of the Eaftern empire* * w 

Since the eunuch Araantius had been defrauded ^nnTJj.? 
of his money, it became neceffary to deprive him ccmonor 
of his life. The ta(k was eafily accompliftied by a.d.* 
the charge of a real or fiflitious confpiracy ; and 5*****^*^* 
the judges were informed, as an accumulation of 
guilt, that he was fecretly addided to the Mani* 
cbaean herefy ^ Amantius loil his head ; three 
of his companions, the firfl: domeflics of the palace,, 
were puniihed either with death or exile ; and their 
unfortunate candidate for the purple was call into 
a deep dungeon, overwhelmed with (tones, and 
ignominioully thrown, without burial, into the fea* 
The ruin of Vitalian was a work of more diiSculty 
ai|d danger* That Gothic chief had rendered him<^ 
felf popular by the civil war which he boldly waged 
againft AnaftaGus for the defence of the orthodox 
faith, and after the conctufion of an advantageous 
treaty, he (till remained in the neighbourhood of 
Conftantinople at the head of a formidable and 
vi^orious army of Barbarians. By the frail 
fecurity of oaths, he was tempted to relinquifh this 
advantageous (ituation, and to truft his perfon within 
the walls of a city, whofe inhabitants, particu- 
larly the blue &£Uon, were artfully incenfed againft 
him by the remembrance even of his.pious hoftili- 

^ Manicbcan 6gnifie8 Eutychian. Hear the furioas acclamations of 
ConAantinopltf ao4 Tyre, the former no more than fix days after the deceafe 
of Anaflafiui. Tbtj produced, the latter applauded, the eunuch*s death 
(Baronius, A D. 51S. P. it. No. 15. Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. torn. vU. p. aoo* 
205. fironi the CouncUt, torn. v« p. 181. %o^.), 

ties. 
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^ \l *** ^^^^* ^^ emperor and his nephew embraced him 
as the fiaithfiil and worthy champion of the church 
and ftate ; and gratefully adorned their favourite 
with the titles of conful and general ; but in the 
feventh month of his confulfhip, Vitalian was ftab- 
bed with feventeen wounds at the royal banquet '; 
and Juflinian, who inherited the fpoil, was accufed 
as the aifaffin of a fpiriiual brother, to whom he 
had recently pledged his faith in the participation 
of the Chriftian tnyfteries\ After the fell of 
his rival, he was promoted, without any claim of 
military fervlce, to the office of mafter-general of 
the Eaftern armies, whom it was his duty to lead 
into the field again ft the public enemy. But, in 
the purfuit of fame, Juftinian might have loft his 
prefent domioion over the age and weaknefs of his 
uncle; and inftead of acquiring by Scythian or 
Perfian trophies the applaufe of his countrymen', 
the prudent warrior folicited their favour in the 
churches, the circus, and the fenate, of Conflian- 
tinc^Ie. The Catholics were attached to the 
nephew of Juftin, who, between the Neftorian and 

7 His power, charaf^cr, and intentions, an? pcrfcftly explained by the 
Count de Buat (torn. ix. p. 54—81.). He was great- gran dfon of Afpar, 
hrrediury prince in the Lefler Scythia, and count of the tkubUcfieJcati of 
Thrace. The Bcffi, whom he could influence, are the minor Goths of 
Jornandes (c 51.). 

« Juftiniani patricli faAione dicitur interfellus fuiffe (Via or Tunu- 
nenfis, Chron. in Thcfaur. Temp. Scaligcr, P. ii. p. 7.)* Procopiu« 
(Anecdot. c. 7.) ftyles him a tyrant, but acknowledges the etiiX'^mri^y 
which is well explained by Alemannut. 

9 In his earlieft youth (plane adplefcens) he had pafled fome time as an 
hodage with Theodoric. For this curious fad^, Alemannus (ad Procop. 
Anecdot c. 9. p. 34. of the flrft edition) quotes a MS. hiftory of Juftinian, 
by his preceptor Theophilus, Ludewij (p* '43 ) wi(hcs to make him a 
foldier. 

Eutychian 
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Eutychian berefies^ trod the narrow path of inflex- 
ible and intolerant orthodoxy ^. In the firft days 
of the new reign^ he prompted and gratified the 
popular entbufiafm againft the memory of the de- 
ceafed emperor. After a fchifm of thirty-four 
years, he reconciled the proud and angry fpirit of 
the Roman pontiff*, and fpread among the Latins 
a favourable report of his pious refpe£t for the 
apoftolic fee. The thrones of the £a(t were filled 
with Catholic bifliops devoted to his intereft, the 
clergy and the monks were gained by his liberality, 
and the people were taught to pray for their future 
Ibvereign, the hope and pillar of the true religion. 
The magnificence of Juftinian was difplayed m the 
fuperior pomp of his public fpedacles, an objeft 
not lefs facred and important in the eyes of the 
ffiultitude,' than the creed of Nice or Chalce^ 
don :' the expence of his confulihip was efteemed at 
two hundred and eighty-eight thoufand {Meces of 
gold ; twenty lions, and thirty leopards, were pro- 
duced at the fame time in the amphitheatre, and a 
numerous train of horfes, with their rich trappings, 
was beftowed as an extraordinary gift on the vido- 
rious charioteers of the circus. While he indulged 
the people of Conftantinople, and received the ad« 
drefles of foreign kings, the nephew of Juftin afli- 
duoufly cultivated the friendihip of the fenate. That 
venerable name feeraed to qualify its members to 
declare the fenfe of the nation, and to regulate the 

10 Tb« ecclefiaftical hiftory of Juftinian will be ihcwn hereafter. Set 
Baronlas, A.D. 51S — 521, and the copidofl article Juftimanus in the index 
tothe viith Ydame of' his Annals. 

fuccellioQ* 
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CHAP, fucceffian of the Imperial tfcrone : the feeble Ana- 
ftafius had permitted the vigour of government to 
degenerate into the form or fubftance of an arifto-' 
cracy ; and the military officers who had obtained 
the fenatorial rank, were followed by their domeftic 
guards, a band of veterans, whofe arms or accla- 
mations might fix in a tumultuous moment the 
diadem of the Eaft. The treafures of the ftate 
were laviihed to procure the voices of the fenatorf?, 
and their unanimous wiih, that he would be pleafed 
td adopt Juftinian for his colleague, was commu- 
nicated to the emperor. But this requeft, which 
too clearly admoniihed him of his approaching 
end, was unwelcome to the jealous temper of an 
aged monarch, defirous to retain the power which 
he was incapable of exercifing ; and Juftin, hold- 
ing his purple with both his hands, ndvifed thetn 
to prefer, fince an eleftion was fo profitable, fome 
older candidate. Notwithftanding this reproach, 
the fenate proceeded to decorate Juftinian with the 
royal epithet of tiMliJimus j and their decree was 
ratified by the affection or the fears of his uncle« 
After fome time the languor of mind and body, 
to which he was reduced by an incurable wound in 
his thigh, indifpetifably required the aid of a guar* 
dian* He fummoned the patriarch and fenators ; 
and in their prefence folemnly placed the diadem 
on the head of his nephevi', who was condofted from 
the pahce to the circus, and fainted by the loud 
and joyful applaufe of the people. The life of 
Juftin was prolonged about four months, but from 
the inftant of tliis ceremony, he was coxifidered as 

dead 
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dead to the empire, which acknowledged Juftiniao^ chap* 
in the forty-fifth year of his age, for the lawful ^_^^-^_j 
fbvereign of the Eaft ". 

From his elevation to his death, Juftinian go- Th« reign 
verned the Roman empire thirty-eight years, feven a.d. 527/ 
months, and thirteen days. The events of his a^d.^'^^, 
reign, which excite our curious attention by their ^**^* *^ 
number, variety, and importance, are diligently 
related by the fecretary of Belifarius, a rhetorician 
whom eloquence had promoted to the rank of fe^ 
nator and praefed of Conftantinople. According 
to the viciffitudes of courage or fervitude, of £aivour 
or difgrace, Pro(:o[uus '^ fuccefllvely compofed the chanaer 
hljlory^ the panegyric^ and the fatin of bis own JilsorpJi. 
times. The eight books of the Perfian, Vandalic, ^"*' 
and Gothic wars '^, which are continued in the five 
books of Agathias, deferve our efteem as a la^ 
borious and fuccefsful imitation of the Attic^ or 

»» The reign of the tldcr Juftin may be fcund in the three Chronicles 0% 
MarccIIinas, Vi^or, and John Malala (torn. ii. p. 130— 150.), ibc la ft of 
whom (in fpiteof Hody, Fioiegom. No 14. 39. edit. Uxon.) lived foon after 
Juftinian {Jortin's Remarks, &c. vol. iv. p. jSj.): in the Ecclcfiaftical Hif« 
tory of Evagrius (1. iv. c. i| 2» 3. 9.)i and the Excerpta of Theodonii 
(JLedor. No 37. }> and in Cedrenus (p. 36:i*~366») and Zonaras (L xiv* 
p. 5S — 61.), who may pafs -for an original. 

" See the chara^ers of Procopins and Agathias in La Motbe le Vaytr 
(tom. viii. p. 144-— 174.), Vofllus (dc Hiftoricis Gnecls, 1. li. cax.), and 
Fabricius (Bibliot. Giaec 1. v. c. 5. tom. vi. .p. %^%t^%ii.)^ Their religion, 
an honourable problem, betrays occalional conformityy with a fecrct atUch- 
mcnt to Paganifm and Philofophy. 

n iQ the feven firft books, two PerfiCf two Vaadalic, and thret Gorhic» 
Procopiui has borrowed from Appian the divifion of provinces a«d wars: 
the viiith book, though it bears the name of Gothic^ \% a miibeUaneoys ao4 
geoeral fupplement down to the fpring of the year 5si» ^™ whtnce Ir is 
coosintted by Agathias till 559 (Pagi, Critical A. D. 579^ N« 5.}. 
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CHAP, at leaft of the Aflatic writers of ancient Gfeec^ 
His fa£ls are colleded from the perfonal experi* 
ence and free converfation of a foldier, 1 ftatef^ 
man, and a traveller ; his ftyle continually afpires, 
and often attains, to the merit of ftrength and 
elegance; his refledions, more efpecially in the 
fpeeches, which he too frequently inferts, contain 
a rich fund of political knowledge j and the hifto- 
rian, excited by the generous ambition of pleaiing 
and inftrufting pofterity, appears to difdain the 
prejudices of the people, and the flattery of courts- 
The writings of Procopius '* were read and ap* 
plauded by his contemporaries"*; but, although 
he refpeftfuUy laid them at the foot of the throne^ 
the pride of Juflinian muft have been wounded 
by the praife of an hero, who perpetually eclipfes 
the glory of his inadive fovereign. The confcioua 

U The literary fate of Procopius has been fomewhat unlucky. i.His 
books dc Bello Gothico were iioUn by Leonard Aittin, and publiihed (Ful- 
giDii, 1470. Venn. 1471. «pud Janfon. Mattairc^ AnnaK Typograph. 
torn. i. edit, poftcrior, p. x^o. 304 279.299.) in his own name (Sec Vof- 
flus de Hift. Lat. 1. iii. c. 5. and the feeble defence of the Venice Giornale 
de Le^ttcrati, torn, xix- p 207.). a. Hi* works were mutilated by the 6rft 
Latin tranHators, Chri(\opher Perfona (Giornale, torn. xix. p. 340— 34S.) 
and Raphael de Volaterni (Huct, rfe Clarif. Intcrpretibus, p. 166. who did 
not even confult the MS. of the Vatican library, of which they were prsefeQs 
(Aleman. in Prjefat. Anccdot.). 3 The Greek text was not printed till 
1607, by Hotfcheliusof Augfburgh (Di^ionalre de Bayle, torn. ii. p 781.). 
4. The Paris edition was imperfeajy executed by Claude Maltret, a Jefuit 
of Thooloufe (in 1663)9 far diftant trom the Louvre prefs and the Vatiotn 
MS from whichy however, he obtained fomc fuppltments. His promifed 
commentai iesy Ac. have never appeared. The Agathias of Leyden { 1 5^4) 
has been wifely reprinted by the Paris editor, with the Latin verfion of 
BonaveiiTura Vulcanius, a Uamed interpreter (Hoet, p. 17&). 

15 Agithiai in Prrfat. p. 7, 8. U iv. p. 137. Evagrius, 1. it. c. la. 
See likew ife Photius, cod. IxiiL p. 65. 
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digiuty of independence was fubdued by the hoped^ chap. 
and fears of a flave ; and the fecretary of Belifarius s, 
laboured for pardon and reward in the fix books 
of the Imperial edifices* He had dextroufly cho* 
fen a fubjed of apparent fplendour, in which he 
could loudly celebrate the genius, the magnifi' 
cence, and the piety of a prince, who, both as a 
conqueror and legiflator, had furpaffed the puerile 
Tirtues of Themiftocles and Cyrus '^ Difappoint- 
ment might urge the flatterer to fecret revenge ; 
and the firit glance of favour might again tempt 
him to fufpend and fupprefs a libel '% in which 
the Roman Cyrus is degraded into an odious and 
contemptible tyrant, in which both the emperor 
and his confort Theodora are ferioufly reprefented 
as two daemons, who had aiTumed an human form 
for the deftru&ion. of mankind''. Such bafe 
inconfiftency muft doubtlefs fully the reputation, and 
detrad from the credit, of Procopius : yet, after 

16 Xvpn flraAia (fiiys he, Prefac. ad 1. dc Edificiis Tff* KTioyMTw) 
is no more than Kvpw vatoM^-a pun! In tliefe Ave books> Procopius 
zSt€t% a ChriAian, as well as a courtly ftyh. 

'7 Procopiua difdofcs himfclf (Pnefat. ad Anecdot. c. t, a. S*)» and the 
anecdotes are reckcned as the ixch book by Suidas (torn. ui« p. 1S6. edit. 
Kufter). The iilence of Evagrlus is a poor obje^ion. Baronius (A. D. 
54Sy N^a4.) regrets the kjfi of this fecret hlftory: It was then in tlie 
Vatican library, in his own cufiody, and was fird published Axittn year* 
after his death, with the learned, but partial, notes of Nicholas Alemannus 
(Lagd. 16*3). 

ts Judlnian an afs-^the perfcd likenefs of Domitlan— ( Anecdot. c. S.}— 
Theodora** lovers driven from her bed by rival dvmons^-her marriage fore- 
told with a great demon— a monk taw the prince of the dannons, inftead 
«f Juftinian, on the throne—the fervants who watched, beheld a face with- 
oat features^ a body walking without an head, ftc &c. Procopius declares 
his own md hit frknds* belief in theft diabolical ilories (c, ]2.)« 
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CHAP, the venom of his malignity has been fufFcred to 
^^^-L^ exhale, the refidue of the anecdotes^ even the 
moft difgraceful fads, fome of which had been 
tenderly hinted in hiir public hiftory, are efta* 
bliihed by their internal evidence, or the authentic 
monuments of the times'*. From thcfe various 
maiterials, I (hall now proceed to defcribe the 
reign of Juftinian, which will deferve and occupy 
Dmfion of an ample fpace. The prefent chapter will explain 
jttft!^^.''^ the elevation and charafter of Theodora, the fac- 
tions of the circus, and the peacehil adminiitration 
of the fovereign of the Eaft. In the three fuc- 
ceeding chapters, I (hall relate the wars of Jufti- 
nian which atchieved the conqueft of Africa and 
Italy ; and I (ball follow the vidoties of Belifarius 
and Narfes, without difguKing the vanity of 
their triumphs, or the hoftilc virtue of the Per- 
fian and Gothic heroes. The feries of this and the 
following volume will embrace the jurifprudence and 
theology of the emperor ; the controver(ies and feQs 
which ftill divide the Oriental church ; the reform- 
ation of the Roman law, which is obeyed or re- 
fpefled by the nations of modern Europe* 
Birth and L In the exercife of fupreme power, the firft 
emprdt^**^ aft of Juftinian was to divide it with the woman 
Theodora, ^vhom he loved, the famous Theodora **, whofe 
flrange elevation cannot be applauded as the tri« 

19 Monter<|a»eu (Confiderations ftir la Oraodeur ct la Dteadcnce des 
Romaipii, c. xx.) givea credit to th«fe anecdotesy at ccnnc^ed, i, with 
the veakocU of the empire, and, a. with the inftjdbility of Joftintan'^ 
laws. 

v> For the \xU and maimers of the emprefa Theodora, fee the Anecdotes | 
more cfptcially c. 1-^5. 9, 10—15, 16, 17. with the learned notea of Ale- 
maatfus-^a reference which is always implied. 
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umph of female virtue. Under the reign of Ana- 
fiafius, the care of the wild beads maintained by 
the green fadion of Conftandnople, was entrufted 
to Acacius, a native of the ifle of Cyprus, who, 
from his employment, was furnamed the mafter 
of the bears. This honourable office was given 
after his death to another candidate, notwithdand- 
ing the diligence of his widow, who had already 
provided a hufband and a fucceflbr. Acacius had 
left three daughters, Comito *V Theodora, and 
Anaftafia, the elded of whom did not then exceed 
the age of feven years. On a folemn feftival, thefe 
belpleb orphans were fent by their diftreffed and 
indignant mother, in the garb of fuppliants, into 
themidft of the theatre : the green fa6tion received 
them with contempt, the blues with compaffion ; 
and this difference, which funk deep into the mind 
of Theodora, was felt long afterwards in the ad- 
ininiftration of the empire. As they improved ia 
age and beauty, the three fifters were fucceflively 
devoted to the publick and private pleafures of the 
Byzantine people ; and Theodora, after following 
Comito on the ftage, in the drefs of a flave, with. 
a ftool on her head, was at length permitted to 
exercife her independent talents. She neither 
danced, nor fung, nor played on the flute; her 
ikitl was confined to the pantomime arts ; (he ex- 
celled in buffoon charafters, and as often as the 
comedian fwelled her cheeks, and complained with 
a ridiculous tone and gefture of the blows that were 

^i Conuto wa$ afterwards married to Sittas duke of Armenia, the f.ither 
perhaps, at leaft (he might be the mother, of the ei:iprcii Sqphia.. Two 
aephews of Theodora may be the Tons of Anailafia (Altmao. p. 3O9 3i.)« 

Vol. Vn. F inflifted. 



Digitized by 



Google 



65 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, inflifted) the whole theatre of Conftantinople teu 
founded with laughter and applaufe. The beauty 
of Theodora ** was the fubjeft of more flattering 
praife, and the fonrce of more ezquiiite delight. 
Her features were delicate and regular ; her com- 
plexion^ though fomewhat pale, was tinged with 
a natural colour ; erery fenfation was inftantly ex* 
prefled by the vivacity of her eyes ; her eafy mo- 
tions difplayed the graces of a fmall but elegant 
figure; and either love or adulation might pro- 
claim, that painting and poetry were incapable of 
delineating the matchlefs excellence of her form* 
But this form was degtaded by the facility with 
which it was expofed to the public eye, and pro- 
ftituted to licentious dedre. Her venal charms 
were abandoned to apromifcuouscrowd of citizens 
and llrangers, of every rank, and of every profef- 
fion } the fortunate lover who had been promifed a 
night of enjoyment, was often driven from her bed 
by a ftronger or more wealthy favourite ; and when 
fhq pafTed through the ftreets, her prefence was 
avoided by all who wiihed to efcape either the 
fcandal or the temptation. The fatirical hiftorian 
has not blufhed^^ to defcribe the naked fcenes 

2% Her ftacue was raifcd at ConftantJnopk, on a porphyry column. Sec 
Procopiu$ (de Edif. I.i. c. ii.), who gives her portrait in the Anecdotes 
(c. 10* ). Aleman. (p. 47. ) produce«.onc from a Mofaic at Ravfiina» loaded 
with pearls and jewels, aod yet handfume. 

M A fragment of the Aneodoces (c. 9.] fomewhat too naked, was fup. 
preflTed by Alenunnus, though extant in the Vatican MS.; nor has the defed 
been fuppUed in tlie Paris or Venice editions. La Mothe le Vayer (torn, 
viii. p. 155.) gave the firft hint of this curious and genuine paiTage (Jortin^ 
Remarks, voLiv. p. 366.), which he had received from Rome, and it has 
been fince puUUhed In tbe Mcoagiana Cc«m*Hi. P-^S^^^S^*), with a 
Latin verfioo. 

which 
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wUch Theodora was not aihamed to exhibit in 
the theatre *♦. After exhaufting the arts of fenfual 
pleafare ^% (he mod ungratefully murmured againil 
the parfimony of Nature ** : but her murmurs^ 
her pleafures, and her arts^ mufl be veiled in the 
obTcurity of a learned language* After reigning for. 
feme time, the delight and contempt of the capital, 
ifae condefcended to accompany Ecebolus, a native 
of Tyre, who had obtained the government of the 
African Pentapolis. But this union was frail and 
tranlient t Ecebolus foon reje&ed aa expenfive or 
faithlefe concubine ; fhe was reduced at Alexan- 
dria to extreme difttefs ; and in her laborious re- 
turn to Gxiftantinople, every city of the Eaft ad- 
mired and enjoyed the fair Cyprian, whofe merit 
appeared to juftify her defcent from the peculiar 
iflamd of Venus. The^ vague commerce of Theo*- 
dora, and the mod deteftable precautions, pre** 
ferved her from the danger which (he feared ; yet 

^ After the mention of a narrow girdle (as none could appear (lark, 
naked in the theatre), Procopius thus proceeds : awrefmxvM rt tv rt' 
t^z^{i vvn» EXf«To. 6nre; ^ Tiye? . • • • x^9sef dim vTif^ rm 

rs/xa^» udsy^e xara ^liou anXo/x>!voi Eicrdioy. J have heard that a learned 
prelate, now tfeceafed, was fond of quoting this paifage in converfation. 

H Theodora forpaOed the Crifpa of Aufonius (Epigram Ixxl), who 
tmhaced ciie capitalis luxus of the females of Nola. See Quintilian IniliCut. 
vlii. 6. and Torrentius ad Horat. Sermon. 1. i. fat. 2. v. tox. At a n.e- 
nwrable fupper, thirty (laves waited round the table; ttii young men feafled 
w.th Theodora. Her charity was uni^erfaL 

£t laflau viris, necdum fatiaU> receflit« 

In h fjun xM tiTt»$ ai/Di tvfurt^t ti vvv mri rpt/iraim, or*;? ^waT?i un 
ut fKutip epTR^co^eci. She wiihcd for a f&urti altar, on which (he might 
pour tioations to the god of love. 

F 2 once. 
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otice, and once only, fhe became a moth^. Tbe 
infant was faved and educated in Arabia, by his 
father, who imparted to him on his death-bed, that 
he was the fon of an emprefs. Filled with ambi- 
tious hopes, the unfufpecling youth immediately 
baftened to the palace of Conftantinople, and was 
admitted to the prefence of his mother. As he 
was never more feen, even after the deceafe of 
Theodora, fhe deferves the foul imputation of 
extinguifhing with his life a fecret fo offenfive to 
her Imperial virtue. 
Her mar- I^ the moft abjeft ftate of her fortune and repu- 
juftiniw!* ^2i^Jon, fome vifion, either of fleep or of fancy, had 
whifpered to Theodora the pleafing aflurance diat 
ihe was deftined to become the fpoufe of a potent 
monarch. Confcious of her approaching great- 
nefs, fhe returned from Paphlagonia to Conflan- 
tinople; aiTumed, like a fkilful aflrefs, a more 
decent charafter ; relieved her poverty by the 
laudable induftry of fpinning wool ; and affected a 
life of chaftity and folitude in a fmall houfe, which 
ihe. afterwards changed into a magnificent temple ^\ 
Her beauty, affifted by art or accident, foon at- 
trafted, captivated, and fixed, the patrician Juf- 
tinian, who already reigned with abfolute fway 
under the name of his uncle. Perhaps fhe con- 
trived to enhance the value of a gift which fhe had 
fo often lavifhed on the meaneft of mankind: 
perhaps fhe inflamed, at firfl by modefl delays, 

^7 Anonym, de Antiqulut. C. P. 1. iii. 131. in Bsnduri Imperlum Orient 
torn. i. p. 48. Ludewjg (p. 154..) argues fenfibly tbat Theodora would 
not have immortalifed a brcchel : but I apply this faA to her fccood and 
charter refidcncc .u Conftantinople. 
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and at laft by fenfual allurements, the defiies of a chap. 
lover, who from nature or devotion was addifted ._^^^_. 
to long vigils and abftemious diet. When his firft 
tranfports had fubfided, fhe ftill maintained the 
liame afcendant over his mind, by the more folid 
merit of temper and undcrflanding. Juftinian de- 
lighted to ennoble and enrich the obje£l of his 
aSeftion ; the treafures of the Eaft were poured at 
her feet, and the nephew of Juftin was determined, 
perhaps by religious fcruples, to beftow on his 
concubine the facred and legal character of a wife. 
But tbe laws of Rome exprefsly. prohibited the 
marriage of a fenator with any female who had 
been diflionoured by a fervile origin or theatrical 
profeffion : the emprefs Lupicina, or Euphemia, a 
Barbarian of ruftic manners, but of irreproachable 
virtue, rcfufed to accept a proftitute for her niece ; 
and even Vigilantia, the fuperftitious mother of 
Juftinian, though flie acknowledged the wit and 
beauty of Theodora, was ferioufly apprehenfive, 
left the levity and arrogance of that artful para- 
mour might corrupt the piety and'happinefs of her 
fon. Thefe obftacles were removed by the inflex- 
ible conftancy of Juftinian. He patiently expeded 
the death of the emprefs ; he defpifed the tears of 
his mother, who foon funk under the weight of her 
affliction; and a law was promulgated in the name 
of the emperor Juftin, which aboliflied the rigid 
jurifprudence of antiquity. A glorious repentance 
(the words of the edift) was left open for the un- 
happy females who had proftituted their perfons on 
the theatre, and they were permitted to contract a 
legal union with the moft illuftrious of the Ro- 
^ F 3 mans. 
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CHAP, mans **. This indulgence was Tpeedily foWowod 



XL. 



by the folemn nuptials of Juftiniati and Theodora ; 
her dignity was gradually exalted with that of her 
lover; and, as foon as Juftiti had invefted his 
nephew with the purple, the patriarch of Coa- 
flantinople placed the diadem on the heads of the 
emperor and emprefs of (he Eaft. But the ufual 
honours which the feverity of Romain manners had 
allowed to the wives of princes, could not fatisfy 
either the ambition of Theodora or the fondnefs of 
Juftinian. He feated her on the throne as an equal 
and independent colleague in the fovereignty of 
the empire, and an oath of s^llegiance was impofed 
on the governorjj of the provinces in the joint name$ 
of Juftinian and Theodora *^ The Eaftern world 
fell proftrate before the genius and fortune of the 
daughter of Acacius. The proftitute who, in thepre» 
fence of innumerable fpectators, had polluted the 
theatre of Conflantinople, was adored as a queen in 
the fame city,by grave magiftrates, orthodox bifliops, 
yidorious generals, and captive monarchs ^\ 

4' See the old law in Juftinian's Code (U v. tit. v. leg. 7. tit. xxvii. 
leg. I.) under the years 336 and 454. The new cdidl (about the year 511 
or 5»z, Aleman. p. 38. 96.) very awkwardly repeals no more than the 
claufe of niulierei/rriffV^, libertinaCy tabemaric See the novels 89 and 117. 
and a Greek refcript from Juftinian to the bifhops (Alenun. p. 41.). 

^9 I fwear by the Father, &c. by the Virgin Mary, by the four Gofpels, 
quae in manibus tene«, and by the holy Archangels Michael^and Gabriel, 
puram confcientiam gemruuiun)que fervitium me fervaturum, facratiflimis 
DDNN. juftxniano et Theodoras conjugi ejus (KovcJl. viii. tit. 3.). Would 
the oath have been binding in favour of the widow > Communes tituii et 
^iumphi, Sfi, (Aleman. p. 47,48.). 

30 " Let greatnefs own her, and (he's mean no more," &c. 
Without Warburton's critical telefcope, I fhould never have feen, in the 
general piaure of triumphant vice, any perfonal allufion to Theodora. 
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Thole who believe that the female mind is to< c h a p. 
taHy de{iraved by the lofs of chaftity, will eagerly 
liftea 10 all the inve&iyes of private envy or po- 
pulstr refentment, which have dilTembled the vir- 
tues of Theodora, exaggerated her vices, and 
condemned with rigour the venal or voluntary fins 
of the youthful harlbt. From a motive of (hame 
or contempt, fbe often declined the fervile ho- 
mage of the multitude, efcaped from the odious 
light of the capital, and pafled the greateft part of 
the year in the palaces and gardens which were 
pleafantly feated on the fea-coaft of the Propontis 
and the Bofphorus. Her private hours were de- 
voted to the prudent as well as grateful care of 
her beauty, the luxury of the bath and table, and 
the long flumber of the evening and the mom«> 
ing. Her fecret apartments were occupied by the 
favourite women and eunuchs, whofe interefts and 
paflions flie indulged at the expence of juftice; 
the moft illuflrious perfonages of the ftate were 
crowded into a dark and fultry antichamber, and 
when at lad, after tedious attendance, they were 
admiuedvto kifs the feet of Theodora, they expe- 
rienced, a$ her humour might fuggeft, the filent 
arrogance of an emprefs, or the capricious levity 
of a comedian. Her rapacious avarice to accu- 
mulate an immenfe treafure, may be excufed by 
the apprehenfion of her hyfband's death, which 
could leave no alternative between ruin and the 
throne ; and fear as well as ambition might ex- 
afperate Theodora againft two generals, who du- 
ring a malady of the emperor, had raftily declared 
that they were not difpofed to acquiefce in the 

f 4 choice 



Digitized by 



Google 



^^ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A F. choice of the capital. But the reproach of cruelty, 
v,..^^.-^^^ fo repugnant even to her fofter vices, has left an 
indelible ftain on the memory of Theodora. Her 
numerous fpie$ obferved, and zealoufly reported, 
every aftion, or word, or look, injurious to their 
royal miftrefs. Whomfoever they accufed were 
cad. into her peculiar prifons ^\ inacceflible to the 
inquiries of juftice ; and it was rumoured, that the 
torture of the rack, or fcourge, had been inflided 
in the prefence of a female tyrant, infenfible to the 
voice of prayer or of pity ^\ Some of thefe un- 
happy viflims perifhed in deep unwholefome dun* 
geons, while others were permitted, after the lofs 
of their limbs, their reafon, or their fortune, to 
appear in the world the living monuments of her 
vengeance, which was commonly extended to the 
children of thofe whom flie had fufpeded or in- 
jured. The fenator, or biOiop, whofe death or exile 
Theodora had pronounced, was delivered to a 
trufty mefTenger, and his diligence was quickened 
by a menace from her own mouth. ** If you fail 
♦' in the execution of my commands, I fwear by 
" him who liveth for ever, that your flan fliall 
♦' be flayed from your body ".*' 
Her virtues, If the crccd of Theodora had not been tainted with 
herefy, her exemplary devotion might have atoned, 

V Her prifons, a labyrinth, a Tartarus (Anccdot. c. 4 ), wprc under the 
palace. Darknefi is piopiiious to crutrlty, but it is likewifc fiivourablc to 
cahimny and fi;^ion. 

5» A more jocular whipping was inflifled on Satuminus, for prefuming 
to fay that his wife, a favourite of the cinprcfs, had not been found »Tfvn>i 
(Anecdot. c. 17.). 

If Per viventcm m fccula excoriari tc faciam. AnaOafittsde Vitis Pont. 
^9Qian^ in VigUi0| p. ^p. 

in 
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in the opinion of her contemporaries, for pride, ava- chap. 



rice, and cruelty. But, if (he employed her in- 
fluence to afluage the intolerant fury of the em. 
peror, the prefent age will allow fome merit to her 
religion, and much indulgence to her fpeculative 
errors '*. The name of Theodora was introduced, 
with equal honour, in all the pious and charitable 
foundations of Juftinian ; and the mod benevolent 
inftirution of his reign may be afcribed to the 
fympathy of the emprefs for her lefs fortunate 
fitters, who had been feduced or compelled to em- 
brace the trade of proftitution* A palace, on the 
Afiatic fide of the Bofphorus, was converted into 
a (lately and fpacious monattery, and a liberal 
maintenance was aiCgned to five hundred women, 
who had been collecled from the ftreets and bro- 
thels of Conftantinople. In this fafe and holy 
retreat, they were devoted to perpetual confinement; 
and the defpair of fome, who threw themfelves 
headlong into the fea, was lott in the gratitude of 
the penitents, who had been delivered from fin and 
mifery by their generous benefaftrefs ^'. The pru- 
dence of Theodora is celebrated by Juftinian him- 
felf J and his laws are attributed to the fage coun- 
fels of his moft reverend wife, whom he had 
received as the gift of the Deity *^. Her courage 

M Ludewlg, p. 261-^166. I give him credit for the charitable attempt, 
alUiOUgh be hath cot mucn charity in his temper. 

IS Compare the Anecdotes (c. 17.) with the Edifices (I. i.e. 9.) — ^how 
differently may the fame fad be flated! John Maial) (tom.ii. p. 1749 
T75.) obferves, that on this, or a fimilar occafion, (he releafed and cJotlied 
tliegMs wiiom (he had purchafed from the (lews at five aurei a-piecr. 

Novel, viii. i. An aliufion to Theodor.^ Her enemies read the name 
patmonodora (Aleman. p. 66.}. 

was 
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CHAP. 

XL. 



was difplayed amidft the tumult of the people and 
the terrors of the court. Her chaftity, from the 
moment of her union with Juftinian, is founded 
on the filence of her implacable enemies ; and, 
although the daughter of Acacius might be fatiated 
with love, yet fome applaufe is due to the firmnefs 
of a mind which could facrifice pleafure and habit 
to the ftronger fenfe either of duty or intereft. The 
wiflies and prayers of Theodora could never obtain 
the bleffing of a lawful fon, and (he buried an infant 
daughter, the fole offspring of her marriage ^'. 
Notwithftanding this difappointment, her dominion 
was permanent and abfolute ; (he preferved, by art 
or merit, the affedions of Juftinian ; and their feena- 
ing diflenfions were always fatal to the courtiers 
who believed them to be fincere. Perhaps her 
health had been impaired by the licentioufnefs of 
her youth ; but it was always delicate, and (he was 
direfted by her phyficians to ufe the Pythian warm 
baths. In this journey, the emprefs was followed 
l)y the praetorian praefeft, the great treafurer, 
feveral counts and patricians, and a fplendid train 
of four thoufand attendants : the highways were 
repaired at her approach ; a palace was erefted for 
her reception ; and as (he paffed through Bithynia, 
flie diftributed liberal alms, to the churches, the 
jnonafteries, and the hofpitals, that they might 
implore heaven for the reftoration of her health *% 

i"* St. Saba;; rcfuf-d to pray for a fon of Theodora, left he ihoulJ prove 
An iMretic worfe than .Anaitafius himfelf (Cyril in Vit. St. Sabie, apud Aie- 
man. p. 70. ic^.)- 

1* Sec John Ma'alff> torn, ii. p. 174, Tl.copliancs, p. 15S. Procopius dc 
£Jifict I V. c. 3. 
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At length, in the twenty-fourth year of her mar- ^ ha p. 
riage, and the twenty-fecond of her reign, Ihe was ^^-^^v-w 
confumed by a cancer '• ; and the irreparable lofs JJ**\^^^ 
was deplored by her hufband, who, in the room June "• 
of a theatrical proftitute, might have feleded the 
pureft and mod noble virgin of the £aft ^. 

II. A material diflference may be obferved in T^***^/,^ 
the games of antiquity : the mod eminent of the circus, 
Greeks were a£kors, the Romans were merely 
fpedators* The Olympic ftadium was open to 
wealth, merits and ambition ; and if the candidates 
could depend on their perfonal ikill and a^vity, 
they might purfue the footfteps of Diomede and 
Menelaus, and condu£t their own horfes in the 
rapid career'**. Ten, twenty, forty, chariots, were 
allowed to (tart at the fame inftant ; a crown of 
leaves was the reward of the vi^or : and his faime, 
with that of his family and country, was chaunted 
in lyric firains more durable than monuments 
of brafs and piarble. But a fenator, or even a 



t9 Theodora Cbalcedooeniis {ynodt inimica canperis plaga toto corpore 
peifufa vitam prodigiolie finivit (Vidor Tunancnfia mChron.). On fuch 
occafioosy an orthodox mind is fteeied againft pity, Alemannus (p. is, 
13.) onderftands the twr$P»i tnmiAi^ of Theophanes aa civil language, 
which does not imply either piety or repentance; yet two years after 
her death, St. Theodora is celebrated by Paul Silenfiadus (in Pioon. v. 5S 
-«6a0. 

40 As Ihe perfecuted the popes, and rcjeded a coancil, Baronius exhaulb 
the names of Eve, Dalila, Herodias^ iec. : after v/hicb he has recourfe to his 
infernal di^onary: civis infemi-— alumna dsmonum^fatanico agitata 
fpiritu— flcftro percita diaboUco^ &c. Scq, (A. D. 548, N^ 24.) 

4t Read and feel the xxiiid book of the Iliad, a living pidure of manners, 
pafiions, and the whole form and fpirit of the chariot race. Weft's Differt- 
acioo on the Olympic Games (fed. xii«*XYii') affords much curious and 
authentic information* ^ 
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citizen, confcious of his dignity, would have blufhed 
to expofe his perfon or his horfes in the circus of 
Rome. The games were exhibited at the expence 
of the republic, the magiftrates, or the emperors : 
but the reins were abandoned to fervile hands ; and 
if the profits of a fevourite charioteer fometimes 
exceeded thofe of an advocate, they muft be confi- 
dered as the efFefts of popular extravagance, and 
the high wages of a difgraceful profeffion. The 
race, in its firft inftitution, was a fimple conteft of 
two chariots, whofe drivers were diftinguiftied by 
white and red liveries ; two additional colours, a 
light greeny and a caerulean blue^ were afterwards 
introduced j and as the races were repeated twenty- 
five times, one hundred chariots contributed in the 
fame day to the pomp of the circus. The four 
faStiom foon acquired a legal eftabliflimcnt, and a 
myfterious origin, and their fanciful colours were 
flerived from the various appearances of nature in 
the four feafons of the year ; the red dog-ftar of 
fummer, the fnows of winter, the deep fliades of 
autumn, and the cheerful verdure of the fpring **. 
Another interpretation preferred the elements to 
the feafons, and the ftruggle of the green and blue 
was fuppofed to reprefent the conflift of the earth 
and fea. Their refpeftive viftories announced 
either a plentiful harveft or a profperous naviga- 

4* The four colourSf aUatif ruffati^ prafifi'y tfeneti^ rcpreftnt the fcur 
feafons, according to Cadiodonus (Var. iii. 51. )> ^ho laviflies much wit 
aad eloquence on this theatrical myftery. Of theie colours, the three firfl 
may be fairly tranAjted HubitCy red^ and ^jten. yenetus is explained by 
c^eruUuiy a word various and vague: it is prcpcrly the (ky refledtd in t!ie 
fca \ but cuftom and convenience may allow blue as an equivalent (Robert. 
Sttphan. fub voce. Spcnce's Polymetis, p. 22 S.). 
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don, and the hodility of the hufbandmen and chap. 
mariners was fomewhat lefs abfurd than the blind s^^^-^ 
ardour of the Roman people, who devoted their 
lives and fortunes to the colour which they had 
efpoufed. Such folly was difdained and indulged 
by the wifeft princes ; but the names of Caligula, 
Nero, Vitellius, Verus, Commodus, Caracalla, 
and Elagabalus, w.ere enrolled in the blue or green 
fadions of the circus : they frequented their ftables, « ^^"^ 
applauded their favourites, chaftifed their anta- 
gonifts, and deferved the efteem of the populace, 
by the natural or affected imitation of their man- 
ners. The bloody and tumultuous conteft conti- 
nued to difturb the public feftivity, till the^laft age 
of the fpeftacles of Rome ; and Theodoric, front 
a motive of juftice or affection, interpofed his 
authority to proteft the greens againft the violence 
of a conful and a patrician, who were pafTionately 
addided to the blue fadion of the circus *\ 

Conftantinople adopted the follies, though not Theydir. 
the virtues, of ancient Rome j and the fame fac- {[a^ii^^* 
tions which had agitated the circus, raged with «»n^t»w 
redoubled fury in the hippodrome. Under the reign 
of Anaftafius, this popular frenzy was inSamed 
by religious zeal ; and the greens, who had trea-, 
cheroufly concealed ftones and daggers under balkets 
of fruit, maffacred, at a folemn feftival, three thou- 
fand of their blue adverfaries **. From the ca- 
pital, 

♦I See Onuphrlus PAnvInlus dc Ludis Circenfbus, I i. c. lo, ix.*, the 
xviith Annotation on Mafcou's Hiftory of the Germans j and Aleman. 
ad c. vli. 

44 Marcellln. in Chron. p, 47. Inllead of the vulgar word vateta, he 
nies the more exquifite terms of caruUa and ca^rea/is, Baronius (A, D* 501 » 
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pital, this peftilence was diffafed into the provinces 
and cities of the Eaft, and the fportlTe diftinflioa 
of two colours produced two ftrong and irrecon- 
cileable fadlions^ which ihook the foundations of a 
feeble government^'. The popular diflenfions, 
founded on the mod ferious intereft> or holy pre- 
tence, have fcarcely equalled the obftinacy of this 
wanton difcord, which invaded the peace of fami- 
lies, divided friends and brothers, and tempted 
the female fez, though feldom feen in the drcus^ 
to efpoufe the inclinations of their lovers, or to 
contradict the wiflies of their hu(bands* Every 
law, either human or divine, was trampled under 
foot, and as long as the party was fuccefsfiil, its 
deluded followers appeared carelefs of private dif^^ 
trefs or public calamity. The licenfe, without 
the freedom, of democracy, was revived at AmU 
och and Conftantinople, and the fupport of a Ac- 
tion Became neceflary to every candidate for civil 
or ecclefiaftical honours. A fecret attachment to 
the family or fe£l of Anaftafius was imputed ta 
the greens; the blues were zealoufly devoted to 
juftinian the caufe of orthodoxy and Juftinian ^, and their 
biu«r'^** grateful patron proteded, above five years, the 
diforders of a faflion, whofe feafonable tumults 

K04, ^, 6.) \% fatisAid that the blues were orthodox) but Tilleroont is 
angry at the fuppofitlon, and will not aUow any noanyrs in ax playhoure 
(Hift. des Emp. torn, vi p. 554.)* 

45 See Procopjus, Ferfic. 1. i. c. 14* In defcribing the vices of the 
fa^ions and of the government, the fuhVic^ is not more favourable than the 
/rrrffy hiftorian. Pieman, (p. a6.) has quoted a fine paffage from Gregory 
Kazianzen, which proves the inveteracy of the evil. 

46 The partiality of Juiltnian for the blues (Anecdot. c. 7.) \% atttfted 
by Evagrius (Hift. Ecclef. \, iv. c. 3a.) ^ John Malala (torn. ii. p. 1389 139.}, 
efpccially for Antlocb \- and Tfaeopluuies (p. 14s.). 
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overawed the palace, the fenate, and the capitals c h a p- 
of the Eaft. Iniblent with royal favour, the blues .^ ^^ 
affected to ilrike terror by a peculiar and Barbaric 
dre(s, the long hair of the Huns, their clofe 
fleeve^ and ample garments, a lofty flep, and a 
fonorous voice. In the day they concealed their 
two-edged poynards, but in the night they boldly 
alTembled in arms, ind in numerous bands, pre« 
pared for every aft of violence and rapine. I'heir 
adverfaries of the green faftion, or even inoflpenfive 
citizens, were ftripped and often mtTrdered by thefe 
nocturnal robbers, and it became dangerous to 
wear any gold buttons or girdles, or to appear at 
a late hour in the ftreets of a peaceful capital. A 
daring fpirit, rifing with impunity, proceeded to 
violate the fafeguard of private houfes ; and fire 
was employed to facilitate the attack, or to conceal 
the crimes of thefe fa£Uous rioters. No place 
was fafe orfacred from their depredations; to gra- 
lify either avarice or revenge, they profufely fpilc 
the blood of the innocent ; churches and altars 
were polluted by atrocious murders ; and it was 
the boaft of the affaflins, that their dexterity could 
always inflid a mortal wound with a fmgle ftroke 
of tbdr dagger. The difTolute youth of Conftan- 
tinople adopted the blue livery of diforder ; the 
laws were filent, and the bonds of fociety were 
relaxed : creditors were compelled to refign their 
obligations ; judges to reverfe their fentence ; 
mailers to enfranchife their flaves ; fathers to 
fupply the extravagance of their children ; noble 
matrons were proftituted to the luft of their fer- 
vants J beautiful boys were torn from the arms of 

their 
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their parents ; and wives, unlefs they preferred a 
voluntary death, .were raviftied in the prefence of 
their hufbands *\ The defpair of the greens, who 
were perfecuted by their enemies, and deferted by 
the magiftrate, aflumcd the privilege of defence, 
perhaps of retaliation : but thofe who furvived the 
combat, were dragged to execution, and the un- 
happy fugitives efcaping to woods and caverns, 
preyed without mercy on the fociety from whence 
they were expelled. Thofe minifters of juftice 
who had courage to puni(h the crimes, and to 
brave the refentment of the bines, became the 
viaims of their indifcreet zeal ; a praefeft of Con- 
fiantinople fled for refuge to the holy fepulchre, a 
count of the Eafl was ignominioufly whipped, and 
a governor of Cilicia was hanged, by the order of 
Theodora, on the tomb of two aflfaflins whom he 
had condemned for the murder of his groom, and 
a daring attack upon his own life ^'» An afpiring 
candidate may be tempted to build his greatnefs 
on the public confufion, but it is the intereft as 
well as duty of a fovereign to maintain the autho- 
rity of the laws. The firft edid of Juftinian, 
which was often repeated, and fometimes exe- 
cuted,, announced his firm refolution to fupport 
the innocent, and to chaftife the guilty of every 

47 A wife (fays Procopius), who, was fcizcd and almofl ravished by i 
blue coat, threw hcrfclf into the Bofphorus* The blHiops of the fccond 
Syria ( Aleman. p. 26.) deplore a fimilar fuicide> the guilt or glory of female 
chaftity, and name the heroine. 

48 The doubtful credit of Procopius ( Anccdot. c. 17.) is fupportid by the 
left partial Evagrius, who confirms the fad, and fpecifies the names. The 
tragic fate of the praefc^ of Couilantinople is related by John Malala 
(coin.ii* pt X39*}* 
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denomintition and colour. Yet the balance of chap. 

XL 

Juflice was fliU inclined in favour of the blue v^..^v^ 
ia£kion, by the fecret aifedion^ the habits, and 
the fears of the emperor ; his equity, after an ap- 
parent ftruggle, fubmitted, without reluftance, to 
the implacable paflions of Theodora, . and the em- 
prefs never forgot, or forj^ave, the injuries of th6 
icooiedian. At the accellion of the younger Juft^n^ 
the proclamation of equal and rigorous juftice jn- 
'diredly ^condemned the partiality of the former 
reign. " Ye bides, Juftinian is iio more ! ye greens, 
« heis ftillalive*^" 

Afedition, which almoft laid Conflantinople in sedition of 
aihes, was excited by the mutual hatred and mp- nqKc'rul- 
zoentary reconciliation of the two fadions. In ^^^'^ 
the fifth year of his reien, luflinian celebrated the a d. n*- 
feftival of the ides of January : the games were 
inceffantly difturbed by the clamorous difcontent 
of the greens; till the twenty-fecond race, the em- 
peror . maintained his filent gravity.; at length, 
yielding to his impatience, he coiidefcenJed to 
hold, in abrupt fentences, and by the voice of a 
cryer, the mod lingular dialogue^' th:it ever paiTed 
between a prince and his fubjeits. The!r firit cOiii- 
plaints were refpectral and modtr^d; the/ accuTeJ 
the fubordinate minillers of opprelliun, and pro- 

49 See John Mdala (torn. li. p. 147.)*, yet he cwrs that Juftir/an wa$ 
attached to tlie blues. The (ccnun^ dilcord c.' the trnptror .*nd 1 hcodora, 
iS perhaps viewed with too much jc.Wo^ify and rcfiLtmcnt by Irocopiui 
(Anecdot. c. 10.}* See AlcniAn. PrrEfat. p. 6. 

50 Thb dialOR^ic, which Thcophanes hij. prcfcrved, exhibits the popuhr 
bngoage, as v.cU;is iht manntrs, of Confljntinopic in the vit'i leniary. 
Their Gi^ek is mingled v-Ith many fU.^njr .ind bsrb >'.nis worJs, f. r wliiwh . 
Pucaflgc cannot always ftnd a raea: injg or ctymclc^y. 

Vol. VII. G claimed 
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c HA p, claimed their wiflies for the long life and viftory 
of the emperor. " Be patient and attentive, ye 
" infolent railers !" exclaimed Juftinian ; ** be 
•* mute, ye Jews, Samaritans, and Manichaeans 1" 
The gfeens ftill attempted to awaken his com- 
paffion. " We are poor, we are innocent, we are 
«* injured, we dare not pafs through the ftreets : 
** a general perfecution is exercifed againft our 
** name and colour. Let us die, O emperor ! but 
" let us die by your command, and for your fer- 
** vice r* But the repetition of partial and paf- 
fionate inveAives degraded, in their eyes, the ma- 
jefty of the purple ; they renounced allegiance to 
the prince who refufed juftice to his people ; la« 
mented that the father of Juftinian had been bom; 
and branded his fon with the opprobrious names 
of an homicide, an afs, and a perjured tyrant* 
** Do you defpife your lives ?" cried the indignant 
monarch : the blues rofe with fiiry from their feats ; 
their hoftile clamours thundered in the hippo- 
drome; and their adverfaries, deferting the un- 
equal conteft,^ fpread terror and defpair through 
the (Ireets of Conllantinople. At this dangerous 
moment, feven notorious affaflins of both fac- 
tions, who had been condemned by the pracfefl, 
were carried round the city, and afterwards tranf-* 
ported to the place of execution in the fuburb 
of Pera. Four were immediately beheaded ; a 
fifth was hanged : but when the fame punifliment 
was infii£ted on the remaining two, the rope 
broke, they fell alive to the ground, the populace 
applauded their efcape, and the monks of St.. Co- 
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non, iflfuing from the neighbouring convent, con- ^ " ^ ^* 
veyed them in a boat to the fanduary of the 
church^". As one of thefe criminals was of the 
blue, and the other of the green livery, the two 
&dions were equally provoked by the cruelty of 
their opprefibr, or the ingratitude of their patron ; 
and a fiiort truce was concluded till they had de« 
livered their prifoners, and fatisfied their revenge. 
The palace of the prsefed, who withftood the 
feditious torrent, was inftantly burnt, his officers 
and guards were mafTacred, the prifons were 
forced open, and freedom was reftored to thofe 
who could only ufe it for the public deftruflion. 
A military force, which had been difpatched to 
the aid of the civil magiftrate, was fiercely cncoun^ 
tered by an armed multitude, whofe numbers and 
boldnefs continually increafed ; and the Heruli, 
the wildefl Barbarians in the fervice of the empire, 
overturned the priefts and their relics, which, 
from a pious motive, had been rafhly interpofed 
to feparate the bloody conflia. The tumult 
was exafperated by this facrilege, the people 
fought with enthufiafm in the caufe of God ; the 
women, from the roofs and windows, fliowered 
flones on the heads of the foldiers ; who darted 
firebrands againft the houfes ; and the various 
flames, which had been kindled by the hands of 
citizens and ftrangers, fpread without control 
over the face of the city. The conflagration in- 
volved the cathedral of St. Sophia, ttie baths of 
Zeuxippus, a part of the palace, from the firil en- 

51 Sec this church and monaftery in Ducange, C. Pj Chridlanai 1. iv. 
p. lift. 
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CHAP, trance to the altar of Mars, and the long poTtko 
y.^^^'^^m^ from the palace to the forum of Conftantine; 
a large hofpital, with the fick patients, was con- 
fumed; many churches and (lately edifices were 
deftroyed, and an immenfe treafure of gold and 
filver was either melted or loft. From fuch fcenes 
of horror and diftrefs, the wife and wealthy citizens 
efcaped over the Bofphorus to the Afiatic fide; 
and during five days Conftantinople was aban- 
doned to the fadlions, whofc watch- word, Nika, 
vanquijh! has given a name to this memorable 
fedition **. 
The Hmrefi As loug as the fa^ions were divided, the tri- 
juftinian. ^j^iphant blucs, and defponding greens, appeared 
to behold with the fame indifference the diforders 
of the ftate. They agreed to cenfure the corrupt 
management of juftice and the finance ; and the 
two refponfible niinifters, the artful Tribonian, 
and the rapacious John of Cappadocia, were loudly 
arraigned as the authors of the public mifery. 
The peaceful murmurs of the people would have 
been difregarded: they were heard with refpe£l 
when the city was in flames ; the quasftor, and the 
prasfeft, were inftantly removed, and their offices 
were filled by two fenators of blamelefs integrity. 
After this popular concefiion, Juftinian proceeded 
to the hippodrome to confefs his own errors, and 
to accept the repentance of his grateful fubjeds ; 
but they diftrufted his alfurances, though folemnly 

5» The hiftory of the Nika fedition is extracted fi-om MarcelUnug (in 
Chron.)t PrOcopius (Fcriic. 1. i. c. 26.) > John Malalsft (torn. ii. p. *i}— 
4iS.))CWn. Pafchal. (p. 336— 340.) > Theophane$ (Ckronograph. p. 154 
— 158 }^andZonaras (Lxiv. p. 6i-«>63.)» 
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pronounced in the prefence of the holy gofpels ; 
and the emperor, alarmed by their diftruft, re- 
treated with precipitation to the ftrong fortrefs of 
the palace. The obftinacy of the tumult was now 
imputed to a fecret and ambitious conFpiracy, and 
a fufpicion was entertained, that the infurgents, 
more efpecially the green faftion, had been fup. 
plied with arms and money by Hypatius and Pom* 
pey, two patricians, who could neither forget with 
honour, nor remember with fafcty, that they were 
the nephews of the emperor Anaftafius, Capri- 
cioufly trufted, difgraced, and pardoned, by the 
jealous levity of the monarch, they had appeared 
as loyal fervants before the throne ; and, during 
five days of the tumult, they were detained as im- 
portant hoftages ; till at length, the fears of Jufti- 
nian prevailing over his prudence, he viewed the 
two brothers in the light of fpres, perhaps of af- 
faffins, and fternly commanded them to depart 
from the palace. After a fruitlefs reprefentation, 
that obedience might lead to involuntary treafon„ 
they retired to their houfes, and in the morning of 
the fixth day Hypatius was furrounded and feized 
by the people, who, regard lels of his virtuous re- 
fiftance, and the tears of his wife, tranfported their 
favourite to the forum of Conltantine, and inftead 
of a diadem, placed a rich collar on his head. If 
the ufurper, who afterwards pleaded the merit of 
his delay, had complied with the advice of his fe- 
nate, and urged the fury of the tnultitude,- their 
firfl: irrefiftible effort might have oppreffed or ex- 
pelled his trembling competitor. The Byzantine 
palace enjoyed a free communication with the fea ; 
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veflels lay ready at the garden ftairs ; and a fecret 
refolution was already formed, to convey the em- 
peror with his family and treafures to a fafe retreat, 
at fome diftance from the capital. 
Finnncfsof Juftinian was loft, if the proftitute whom he 
Theodora, j.j^j|gj fj.^^ j^^ theatre had not renounced the 

timidity, as well as the virtues, of her fex. In the 
midft of a council, where Belifarius w^as prefent, 
Theodora alone difplayed the fpirit of an hero ; 
and (he alone, without apprehending his future 
hatred, could fave the emperor from the immi- 
nent danger, and his unworthy fears. " If flight,*' 
faid the confort of Juftinian, " were the only means 
*^ of fafety, yet I fliould difdain to fly. Death is 
^' the condition of our birth ; but they who have 
** reigned (hould never furvive the lofs of dignity 
♦' and dominion. 1 implore heaven, that I may 
*' never be feen, not a day, without my diadem 
*' and purple.; that I may no longer behold the 
*' light, when I ceafe to be faluted w^ith the name 
*' of queen. If you refolve, O Csefar ! to fly, you 
** have treafures ; behold the fea, you have fliips ; 
*' but tremble left the defire of life fliould expofe 
** you to wretched exile and ignominious death, 
^* For my own part, I adhere to the maxim of an- 
*:* tiquity, that the throne is a glorious fepulchre." 
The firmjiefs of a woman reftored the courage to 
deliberate and a£l, and courage foon difcovers the 
refources of the moft defperate fituation. It was 
an eafy and a decifive meafure to revive the ani- 
inofity of the fadions ; the blue were aftoniflied 
at their own guilt and folly, that a trifling injury 
ihould provoke them to confpire with their impla- 
cable 
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cable enemies againfl: a gracious and liberal bene- c h a k 
fa&or } they again proclaimed the majefty of Jufti- ^^^^ 
nian, and the greens, with their upftart emperor, Thcfedi. 
were left alone in the hippodrome. The fidelity of p'^cd."*^ 
the guards was doubtful ; but the military force of 
Juflinian confided in three thoufand veterans, who 
had been trained to valour and difcipline in the 
Perfian and Illyrian wars. Under the command of 
Belifarius and Mundus, they filently marched in two 
divifions from the palace, forced their obfcure way 
through narrow paiTages, expiring flames, and 
falling edifices, and burft open at the fame mo- 
ment the two oppofite gates of the hippodrome. 
In this narrow fpace, the diforderly and affrighted 
crowd was incapable of refifting on ehher fide a 
firm and regular attack ; the blues fignalized the 
fiiry of their repentance ; and it is computed, that 
above thirty thoufand perfons were ilain in the 
mercilefs and promifcuous carnage of the day. 
Hypatius was dragged from his throne, and con- 
duced with his brother Pompey to the feet of 
the emperor: they implored his clemency; but 
their crime was manifeft, their innocence uncer- 
tain, and Juftinian had been too much terrified to 
forgive. The next morning the two nephews of 
Anaftafius, with eighteen illti/iriom accomplices, 
of patrician or confular rank, were privately exe- 
cuted by the foldiers; their bodies were thrown 
into the fea, their palaces razed, and their fortunes 
confifcated. The hippodrome itfelf was condemned, 
during feveral years, to a mournful filence : 
with the reftoration of the games, the fame dif- 
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orders revived ; and the blue and green fadioQS 
continued to afflid the reign of Juftinian, and to. 
difturb the tranquillity of the Eaftern empire ". 

lU. That empire, after Home was barbarous, 
ftill embraced the nations whom (he had conquered 
beyond the Hadriatic, and as far as the frontiers 
of ^Ethiopia and Perfia. Juftinian reigned over 
fixty-four provinces, and nine hundred and thirty- 
five cities ^* ; his dominions were bleffed by nature 
with the advantages of foil, fituation, and climate: 
and the improvements of human art had been per- 
petually diffufed along the court of the Mediterra- 
nean and the banks of the Nile, from ancient Troy 
to the Egyptian Thebes. Abraham " had been 
relieved by the well-known plenty of Egypt ; the 
fame country, a fmall and populous trad, was ftiU 
capable of exporting, each year, two hundred and 
fixty thoufand quarters of wheat for the ufeof Con- 
ftantinople *^; and the capital of Juftinian was fup- 
plied with the manufaftures of Sidon, fifteen cen- 



53 Marcdlirua fays in general tcrm.% innumens populis in circo trucida- 
lis.. Piocopius niirvibiTs 30>ooo vidrms ; and the 35,000 of Tlieopharics 
arc l\vt Ltd tp 40,000 I y ihe more recent Zo.iar.;s. Such is the ufUaJ- pro- 
grtf'Of ex:.Kk;cration. • 

51- Fliriocles, a crntrmporary of Juftinian, ccmpofed his Hvvh^^^ 
(•tinttari.i, p. Gjj.)i or review of the calkrn provinces and cities, before 
t!;c y.-^T 535 ( WtfMinj: .n rr.'efat. and Not. ad p. 6zi, &€•)• " 

55 S<t tl'.e book or GtnefKi (xli. 10.), and the ad minift ration of Jofeph. 
The anf;als ol liie GiecKs and Hc^^rcws aerec in the early aHs and plentyof 
•^'?yp*' ^'^^ tljU antiquity fip^ofes a lonv; frries of improven>ents: and 
W&i burton, who is al.T)o{^ ft 1 fled by the Hthrew, caUs aloud for the Samaria 
fan chronoiogy (Oivinc L^sation, vol. lii. p. 29, Sz .). 

S^* livht nii;liOi :> o{ Rctnan niodii, btfides t contribution of 80,000 3«irei 
fot the cypcnces ofwattr carriage. i«on which tire fiihjifdl was gracioufty 
excufvff. Seethe xiiith Editt 0/ Jjllinian : the nuiirb'.rs are clicked atid 
rerified by the agreement of the Greek and LJitiii texts. ' 
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turies after they had been celebrated in the poems chap. 
of Homer ". The annual powers of vegetation^ 
inftead of being exhaufted by two thoufand harvefts, 
were renewed and invigorated by fkilful hufbandry, 
rich manure, and feafonable repofe. The breed of 
domeftic animals was infinitely multiplied. Plant- 
ations, buildings, and the indruments of labour 
and luxury, which are more durable than the term 
of human life, were accumulated by the care of 
fucceffive generations. Tradition preferved, and 
experience fimplified, the humble pradice of the 
arts : fociety was enriched by the divifion of labour 
and the facility of exchange ; and every Roman 
was lodged, clothed, and fubfifted, by the induf- 
try of a thoufand hands. The invention of the 
]pom and diflaff has been pioufly afcribed to the 
gods. In every age, a variety of animal and 
vegetable produSions, hair, ikins, wool, flax, cotton, 
and at length 7?//^, have been fkilfully manufaftured 
to hide or adorn the human body ; they were ftained 
with an infufion of permanent colours; and the 
pencil was fuccefsfully employed to improve the 
labours of the loom. In the choice of thofe 
colours '* which imitate the beauties of nature, the 
freedom of tafte and fafhion was indulged j but the 

57 Homer's Iliad, vi. 289. Thcfe veils, TTSTrXo* Ta^TowXot, were the 
work of the Sidonian women. But this paffage is mure honourable to the 
tnanufadares than to the navigation of Phoer^cia, from whence they had 
been Imported to Troy in Phrygian bottoms. 

S^ See In Ovid (dc Arte, Aniandi, iii. 2^99 8cc.) a poetical lift of twelve 
cotottrs borrowed from flowers, the elements, Sec. But it is almoft impof- 
fibl^ to dircriminate by words .11 the nice and various (hades botli of art and 
aamre. ' ^ 
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c H A P. deep purple ^^ which the Phcenicians cxtrafted 
si,^^.^^> from a fliell-fifh, was reftrained to the facred per- 
fon and palace of the emperor ; and the penalties 
of treafon were denounced againfl: the ambitious 
fubjeds, who dared to ufurp the prerogative of the 
throne '°. 
Thereof I need not explain that 7?/^*' is originally fpun 
iLomans. ftom the bowels of a caterpillar, and that it com- 
pofes the golden tomb from whence a worm 
emerges in the form of a butterfly. Till the reign 
of Juftinian, the filk-worms who feed on the leaves 
of the white mulberry-tree, were confined to China; 
thofe of the pine, the oak, and the a(h, were com- 
mon in the forefls both of Afia and Europe ; but 
as their education is more dii&cult, and their pro- 
duce more uncertain, they were generally nc- 
glefted, except in the little ifland of Ceos^ near the 

f9 By the difcovery of cocluneal, &c. we far furpafs the colonn of anti- 
quity. Their royal purple bad a ftrong fmell, and a dark call as deep as 
bvil*! bbod— obfcuritas rubens (fays Caifiodorius, Var. i, z,) nigredo 
fangulnea. The prefident Goguet (Origine des Loix et des Art?, part ii. 
1. ii. c. 2. p. 1S4— 2x5.) will nmufe and fatisfy the reader. I doubt whether 
his book, efpecially in England, Is as well known as it deferves to be. 

<5o Htftorical proofs of thisjealoufy have been occa(ionally introduced, 
and many more might have been added : but the arbitrary a£is of dcfpotifm 
were juftified by the foberand general declarations of law (Codex Theodo- 
fian. 1. X. tit. 21. leg. 3. Codex Juftinian. 1. xi. tit. 8. leg. 5.). An in* 
glorious permifTion, and neceflary reftri£tion, was applied to the mim^, tiie 
female dancers (Cod. Thcodof. I. xv. tit. 7. leg. ii.). 

61 In the hiftory of infects (far more wonderful than Ovid*s Mctamor> 
phofes) tb- filk-wotm holds a confpicuous place. The bombyx of the ifle 
of Ceo?, as dtfcribed by PHny (Hift. Naiur. xi. 26, 27. with the notes of 
the two learned fcfuits, Hardouin and Brotier), may be illuflrated by a 
fimilar Tpccies in Cliina (Memoirei fur les Chinois, torn. ii. p. 575—598.) 5 
but our fi'k-worm, as we!l as the wliitc rouiberry-trce, were unknown to 
Theophradus and Pliny. 
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coaft of Attica. A thin gauze was procured from chap. 
their webs, and this Cean manufacture, the inven- 
tion of a woman, for female ufe, was long admired 
both in the Eafl: and at Rome. Whatever fufpi* 
cions may be raifed by the garments of the Medes 
andAfiyrians, Virgil is the mod ancient writer, 
who exprefsly mentions the foft wool which was 
combed from the trees of the Seres or Chinefe ** ; 
and this natural error, lefs marvellous than the 
truth, was flowly correfted by the knowledge of a 
valuable infed, the firft artificer of the luxury of 
nations. That rare and elegant luxury was cen* 
fured, in the reign of Tiberius, by the graved of 
the Romans ; and Pliny, in affeded though for-» 
cible language, has condemned the third of gain, 
which explored the. lad confines of the earth, for 
the pernicious purpofe of expofing to the public 
eye naked draperies and tranfparent matrons ^^ A 
drefs which fhewed the turn of the limbs, and colour 
of the fkin, might gratify vanity, or provoke 
defire ; the filks which had been clofely woven in 
China, were fometimes unravelled by the Phoeni- 
cian women, and the precious materials were mul- 
tiplied by a loofer texture, and the intermixture of 

^ Georgic* ii. xir, Senca quando venerint In ufnm planiiliine noa 
fcio: fufpicor tainen in Julli Cziaris xvo^ nam ante non invenioy fays 
Juilus Lipfius (ExcurfttS i. ad Tacit Anna\ ii. 3a.). See Dion CatTiut 
(I. xliii. p. 358. edit Reimar), and Paufanias (1. Yi- p. 5i9«}> t^^c fiifl who 
defcribe;, however Arangely^ the Seric infcd. 

6i Tarn longinqno orfae petitur, ut in publico matrona tranfluceat .... 
Qt dcnudet fceminas v^ftis (Plin. vi. 20. xi. 21.). Varro and Fublius Syrut 
had already played on the Toga vitrea^ ventui texiiis, and nebula linea 
(Herat. Sermon, i* 2« ici. with the notes of Torremins and Dacier). 
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CHAP, Hncn threads ^*. Two hundred years after the age 
Vi— ,^» of Pliny, the ufe of pure or even of mixed filks was 
confined to the female fex, till the opulent citizens 
of Rome and the provinces were infenfibly fami- 
liarized with the example of Elagabalus, the firft 
who, by this effeminate habit, had fullied the 
dignity of an emperor and a man. Aurelian com- 
plained, that a pound of filk was fold at Rome 
for twelve ounces of gold : but the fupply in- 
creafed with the demand, and the price diminiflied 
with the fupply. If accident or monopoly fome- 
times raifed the value even above the ftandard of 
Aurelian, the manufafturers of Tyre and Berytus 
were fometimes compelled, by the operation of the 
fame caufes, to content themfelves with a ninth 
part of that extravagant rate ^*. A law was thought 
neceffary to difcriminate the drefs of comedians 
from that of fenators ; and of the filk exported from 
Its native country, the far greater part was con- 
fumed by the fubjefts of Juftinian. They were 
ftill more intimately acquainted with a fhell-fifh of 
the Mediterranean, furnamed the filk- worm of the 
Tea : the fine wool or hair by which the mother- 
of-pearl affixes itfclf to the rock, is now manu- 
faftured for curiofity rather than ufe ; and a robe 
obtained from the fame Angular materials, was the 

^4 On the textur", colotirr, names, and ufe of the filk, half Hlk, and Vncn 
garments of ani.quiiy, fee rlic jjiofound, diffufe, and obfcurc reJe*chcs of 
thj great J-almafius (m Hift. Augua. p. ii;. 309, 310. 3^9. 341, 342. 344. 
3S8— 391. 395. 513), who was igeorant of the ni«ft conioion trades of 
Dijon or Lc*dcn. 

. «; Flavius Vo;)ifcu« in Aurelian. c. 45. in Hift, AuguA. p. 114. Sec 
Sahuafius ad Hift. Aug. p ',oi. and riiman. Exerciiat. in Solinum, p. 694, 
6tj$. 'The Anecdotes of Prpcopiui (c. 13.) ftitc a partial and imperk^ rate 
•I the price of filk in tiie time of JuAinian. 
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gift of the Roman emperor to the fatraps of c h a k 
Armenia **. v-i-v^-^^ 

A valuable merchandize of fmall bulk is ca- ^!^p^- 
pableof defraying the expence of land carriage; china b/ 
and the caravans traverfed the whole latitude of fca, 
Afia in two hundred and forty-three days from the 
Cbinefe ocean to the fea-coaft of Syria. Silk 
was immediately delivered to the Romans by the 
Perfian merchants ^^, who frequented the fairs of 
Armenia and Nifibis : but this trade, tHiich iri 
the intervals of truce was oppreffec) by avarice and 
jealoufy, was totally interrupted by the long wats 
of the rival monarchies. The great king might 
proudly number Sogdiana, and even Serica^ 
among the provinces of his empire ; but his real 
dominion was bounded by the Oxus, and his 
ufeful intercourfe with the Sogdoites, beyond the 
river, depended on the pleafure of their con- 
querors, the white Huns, and the Turks, who 
fucceffively reigned over that induilrious people. 
Yet the raoft favage dominion has not extirpated 
the feeds of agriculture and commerce, in a 
region which is celebrated as one of the four gardens 
of Afia; the cities of Samarcand and Bochara 
are advantageoufly feated for the exchange of its 
various ptoduckions ; and their merchants pur- ' 

« Procopius de Edif. 1. Hi. c i. Thefe ^kkci dz r:fr zrz found near 
Smyrna, Sicily, Corfica, and Minorca ; and a pair ot' gloves of their fiik was 
prefetited to Pope Bcncdift XIV. 

fi? Proccpius^^ Perfic. 1. i. c. 20. I. ii. c. 45. CoiU-c. !. iv. c. 17. Mc- 
nander in Excerpt. Le^at. p. 107. Of the Patthlan or Pcrfian empire, 
16dorc of Charax (in Stathmis Parthicis, p. 7, %. in Mudfon, Ceoj^raph. 
Minor, lom. ii ) ha« marked the roads, and Amm"anus Marccllmus (1. xxiii. 
c. 6. p. 400.) ha« cnuaitiatcd tlic proyint^fs. 
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CHAP, chafed from the Cbinefe*^' the raw or manu&dored 

XL 

filk which they tranfported into Perfia for the ufe 
of the Roman empire. In the vain capital of 
China* the Sogdian caravans were entertained as 
the fuppliant embaffies of tributary kingdoms, and 
if they returned in fafety, the bold adventure was 
rewarded with exorbitant gain. But the difficult 
and perilous march from Samarcand to the firft 
town of Shenii, could not be performed in lefs 
than ft^ty, eighty, or one hundred days : as foon as 
they had paifed the Jazartes, they entered the 
defert ; and the wandering hords» unlefs they are 
reftrained by armies and garrifons, have always 
confidered the citizen and the traveller as the 
objefts of lawful rapine. To efcape the Tartar 
robbers, and the tyrants of Perfia, the filk cara- 
vans explored a more fouthern road ; they tra« 
verfed the mountains of Thibet, defcended the 
flreams of the Ganges or the Indus, and pa- 
tiently expeded, in the ports of Guzerat and Ma- 
labar, the annual fleets of the WqA^\ But the 

68 The blind admiration of the Jefuits confounds the different periods 
of the Chincfe hiftory. Tluy arc more critically dlAinguifhed by M. de 
Guignes (HIA. des Huns, torn. i. parti, in t!te Tables, part ii. in the 
Geography. Memoires de l^Academie des Jnfcriptions, torn, xxxit. xxxvi. 
xlii, xliii.), who dilcovers the gradual pro^rcfs of the truth of the arnals 
and the extent of tlie monarchy, till the Chrifiian sra. He has fcarched, 
with a curious eye, the connexions of the Chincfe with the n.itlon8 of the 
WeA : but thcfe connexions are fligiit, cafcal, and obfcurc ; nor did the 
Romans entertain a fufpicion that the Screa or Sinae poUtCkd an empire not 
inferior to their own. 

^ The roads from China to Perfia and Hindo(hin may be inveftigated 
in the relations of Hackluyt and Thevenot (the ambaHadcfi of Sharokh, 
Anthony Jcnkinfon, the Fere Greuber, &c.. See iikewife Hanway*s Tra- 
veis, vol. i. p. 345— 3570 • ^ communication tlirough Tliibet haa been 
lately explored by the £ngUih fovercigns of BeosaL 
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dangers of the defert were found lefs intolerable chap. 



than toil, hunger, and the lofs of dme ; the at- 
tempt was feidom renewed, and the only Euro- 
pean who has pafled that unfrequented way, ap- 
plauds his own diligence, that in nine months 
after his departure from Pekin, he reached the 
mouth of the Indus. The ocean, however, was 
open to the free communication of mankind. 
From the great river to the tropic of Cancer, the 
provinces of China were fubdued and civilized by 
the emperors of the North ; they were filled about 
the time of the Chriftian ssra with cities and men^ 
mulberry-trees and their precious inhabitants ; and 
if the Chinefe, with the knowledge of the com« 
pals, had poffeffed the genius of the Greeks or 
Phoenicians, they might have fpread their difco- 
veries over the fouthern hemifphere. I am not 
qualified to examine, and I am not difpofed to 
believe, their diftant voyages to the Perfian gulf, 
or the Cape of Good Hope : but their anceftors 
might equal the labours and fuccefs of the prefent 
race, and the fphere of their navigation might 
extend from the ifles of Japan to the ftreights of 
Malacca, the pillars, if we may apply that name, 
of an Oriental Hercules ''^, Without lofmg fight 
of land, they might fail along the coaft to the ex- 
treme promontory of Achin, which is annually 
vifited by ten or twelve (hips laden with the pro- 
duftions, the manufaftures, and even the artifi- 

7» For the Chinefe navigation to Malacca and Acbin, perhaps to Ceylon, 
fee Rcnaudot (on the two Mahometan Travellers, p. S— ii. 13—17. 141 — 
i57.)>l^ainpier(vol.u. p. i36.)> the Hift Philofophlq-ae cics tltux Indes 
(torn. i. p* s%,h »^ t^ Hift. Gcncraks des Voyages (torn. vi. p. 201;. 
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cerS) of China; the iHand of Sumatra and the 
oppofite peninfula, are faintly delineated ^* as the 
regions of gold and filver ; and the trading cities 
hamed in the geography of Ptolemy, may indi- 
cate, that this wealth was not fblely derived fronk 
the mines. The dire£k interval between Sumatra 
and Ceylon is about three hundred leagues ; the 
Chinefe and Indian navigators were condufted by 
the flight of birds and periodical ^^inds, and the 
ocean might be fecurely trayerfed in fqiiare-built 
(hips, which, inftead of iroii, were fewed together 
with the ftrong thread of the tocoa-nut. Ceylon^ 
Serendib, or Taprobana, was divided between two 
hoftile princes ; oiie of whom poflfefled the moun- 
tains, the elephants, and the luminous carbuncle^ 
iand the other enjoyed the more folid riches of do- 
meftic induftry, foreign trade, and the capacious 
harbour of Trinquemale, which received and dit 
miffed the fleets of the Eaft and Weft. In thii 
hofpitable ifle, at an equal diftance (as it was 
computed) from their refpeftive countries, the 
iilk merchants of China, who had coUeded in 
their voyages aloes, cloves, nutmeg, and fantai 
wood, maintained a free and beneficial commerce 
with the inhabitants of the Perfian gulf. The 
fubjefts of the great king exalted, without a rival, 
his power and magnificence; and the Romany 

7« The knowlcdgf , or rather ignorance, of Strabo, Pliny, Ptolemy, Ar- 
riao, Marcian, &c. of the countries eaflward of Cape Comorin, is finely il* 
loftrated by d'AnvilJe (Antlquite Gcographique de Tlnde, cfpecially p. t6t 
-^i9S.). Our geography of India is improved by commerce and conqueft^ 
and has been illuftrated by the excellent maps and memoirs of major 
RenneL If he extends the fphere of his inquiries with the fame critical 
knowledge and fagacity, he will fuccecd, and may fuipaff^ the firft of no- 
4uB geographers* 
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who confounded their vanity by comparing his 
^Itry coin with a gold medal of the emperor 
Anaftafius, bad failed to Ceylon in an ^Ethiopian 
ihip^as a fimple paffeoger '*» 

As filk became of indifpenfable ufe, the em- ^"troduc 
peror JuiUnian faw^.with concern, that the Per- 
fians had occupied by land and fea the monopoly 
of this important fupply, and that the wealth of 
his fubjeds was continually drained by a nation of 
enemies and idoj[at;er3« An aflive government 
would have reftored the trade of Egypit and the 
navi^tion of the Jled Sea, which had decayed 
with the i^ofperity of the empire ; and the Ro- 
man veflels might have failed, for the purchafe of 
iiJk, to .the ports of Ceylon, of Malacca, or even 
of Cbipa, Juftinian embraced a more humble e^* 
pedient, and folicited the aid of his Chridian allies, 
the ^tlji^pians of Abyilinia, who bad recently 
acquired the arts of navigation, the fpirit of trade, 
and the fea-^port of Adulis ", ftill decorated with 
the trophies of a Grecian cpnqueroj:. Along the 
Ah'ican coaftf they penetrated to the equator in 
fearch of gQld, emeralds, and aromatics ; but they 
wifely jdeclined an unequal competition, in which 

7^ The Taprobanc of Pliny (vi. a4..)> Solinus (c. 53 ), and Salmaf. Pli* 
niaius Exercitat. (p. 781, 78».), and moft of the aneients, who often con- 
found the iflaods of Ceylon and Sunnatra, is more clearly defcribed by CoT- 
tnas Indicopleufles J yet even the Chi iftlan topographer has exae^rated its 
diinenfions. His information on the Indian and Ciiinefe trade is rare and 
curious (I. ii. p. 138. 1. xi. p. 337, 338. edit. Montfaucon). 

71 See ProcopiuSy Perfic. (1. ii. c. ao.]. Cofmas affords fome Intcrefling 
knowledge of the port and icfcrlptlon of Adulis (Topograph. Chrifl. 1. ii. 
p. X3S. 140— 143«)» and of the trade of the Axumites along the African 
coaft of fiarbaria or Zingi (p. i^%, i390> ^^ ^ ^^ ^! Taprobane {Lxl 
P-339)- 
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c H A t». they muft be always prevented by the vicinity of 
the P^rfians to the markets of India; and the 
etnperor fubmitted to the difappomtment, till his 
vriflies were gratified by an unexpefted event. 
The gofpel had been preached to the Indians : a 
bifhop already governed the Chriftians of St. 
Thomas on the pepper-coaft of Malabar; a 
church was planted in<IeyIon, and the miffionaries 
purfued the footfteps of commerce to the extre- 
mities of Afia-*. Two Perfian monks had loilg 
refided in China, perhaps in the ropl city of 
Nankin, the feat of a monarch addi&ed to foreign 
fuperftitions, and who adually. received an em- 
baify from the ifte of Ceylon. Amidft their 
pious occupations, they viewed with a curious 
eye the common drefs of the Chinefe, the ma- 
nufaftures of filk, and the myriads of filk-worms, 
whofe education (either on trees or in houfes) 
had once been confidered as the labour of queens**. 
They foon difcovered that it was imprafticable to 
" tranfport the Ihort-lived infeft, but that in the 
* eggs a numerous progeny might be preferved and 
multiplied in a diftant climate. Religion or in- 
tereft had more power over the Perfiati monks 
than the love of thieir country : after a long jour- 
ney, they arrived at Conftantinople, imparted 
their projeft to the emperor, and wfere liberalfy 

74 Sec the Ciiriftlan miflions in Imlia, in Cofmas (I.Ui. p. 178, 179, 
1. xi. p. 337.}* *"d confuic Afleman. Bibiioc. Orient, (torn. iv. p. 4x3^ 

548- J- 

7f The invention, nnanufa6)are, and gentr?! ufc of filk in China, may be 
fccn in Duhalde (Defcription Gcnfiale de la Ctiinc, torn. ii. p. 165. 205-^ 
28) }. Tht province of Ctiekian is the moft renowned both for qoandty 
and qjuality. 

encouraged 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAP. 

XL. 



OF THB ROMAN EMPIRE; 99 

ehcburaged by the ^ifts and promifes of Juftinian* 
To th€ hiftorians of that prince, a campaign at 
the foot of mount Caucafus hag feemed more de-^ 
ferving of a minute relation^ than the labours of 
thefe mii&onaries of commerce, who again en- 
tered China, deceived a jealous people by con- 
cealing the eggs of the filk-worm in a hollow 
cane^ and returned ih triumph with the fpoils of 
the £aft. Under their direction, the eggs were 
hatched at the proper feafon by the artificial heat 
of dung; the worms were fed with mulberry 
leaves; they lived and laboured in a foreign cli- 
mate; a fuf&cient number of butterflies was faved 
to propagate the race, and trees were planted to 
fupply the nourifhment of the rifmg generations. 
Experience and reflc6lion corredted the errors of 
a new attempt, and the Sogdoite ambaflfadors ac* 
knowledged, in the fucceeding reign, that the 
komans were not inferior to the natives of China 
in (h^ education of the infeds, and the manu- 
faftures of filk '% in which both China and Con* 
ftantinople have been furpaffed by the induftry of 
modern Europe. I am not infenfible of the be- 
nefits of elegant luxury; yet I refleft with fomc 
pain, that if the importers of filk had introduced 
the art of printing, already praftifed by the Cbi- 
nefe> the comedies of Menander and the entife 

?• Procopim, I. vlii. Gothic Iv. c. 1 7. Theophanei) Bytant. aplii 
Phot. Co4 hc3txiv. p. 3S. Zonaras, torn. ii. 1. xiv. p 69, Pagi (tom- it. 
p. 60s.) 4iffigns lothe year 551 this memorable importation. Menander 
(m Excerpt. Legat. p. 107.) mentions the admiration of the Sogdoites ; and 
Tbcophybffc Simocatta (1. vii. c. 9.) darkly reprereott the two rival kkn^* 
I in fCbuftJ the oottntryof Alk. 
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CHAP, decads of Livy would hare been perpetuated hi 
>^^^^^ the editions of the fixth century. A larger vic«r 
of the globe might at lead have promoted the 
iflaprovement of fpeculative fcienee, but the Chrift- 
iah geography was Ibrcibly e3:trad^ from texts 
ef fcripture, and the ftudy of nature was the 
fureft fytnptom of an unbeHcving mind* The or- 
thodox faith confined the habitable world to one 
'temperate zone, and reprefented the earth as an 
t)Wong futface, four hundred days journey in 
length, two hundred in breadth, ehcompaiTed by 
'the ocean, and covered by the fofid cryftal of the 
firmament ^\ 
State of the IV. The fubjcds of Juftinian were diflatisfied 
with the times, and with the government. Eu- 
rope was ovcr-run by the Barbarians, and Afia 
by the monks: the poverty of the Weft dif- 
couraged the trade and manufaftures of the Eaft j 
the produce of labour was confumed by the un- 
profitable fervants of the church, the ftate, and 
. the army ; and a rapid decreafe was felt in the 
fixed and circulating capitals which conftitute the 
national wealth. The public diftrefs bad been al- 

77 Cofmas, fumamed In<licopleuftes» or the Indian navigator, perfomed 
hit voyage about the year 5%a« and compafed at Alexandria, between 535 

.»*)d 54 7^ Cliriftian Topography (Montiaucon, Frsefat. c i.)i in wiiich he 
refutes the impious opinion, that the earth is a globe 5 and Phottus had Rad 
this work (Cod. xxxvi. p. 9, 10.], which difplays the prejudices of a monk, 

' witli the. knowledge of a merchant; the moft valuable part hat been given 
in French, and in Greek by Mekhifedec Theveoot (Relations Curieufes» 
part i.), and the whole is fince publiflicd in a fplendid edition by the Pcre 
Monfaucon (Nova CoUcdio Patrum, Paris, 1707, 2 vols, in fol. torn. ii. 
p< 113 — 3460* ^u^ (^^ editor, a theologian, might bluHi at not difcover- 
ing the Ncllorian herefy of Cofmas, which has been detected by la Crozv 
t'hrlftianilhie c!es hides, tomt i« pk 40..56. ]• 
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leviated by the oeconomy of Anaftafius, and that chap. 



prudent emperor accumulated an immenfe treafure, 
while he delivered his people from the moft 
o^ous or oppreflive taxes. Their gratitude uni- 
verfally applauded the abolition of the gold ef 
cffiiSion^ a perfonal tribute on the induftry of the 
poor '*, but more intolerable, as it Ihould feem^ 
in the form than m the fubftance^ fince the flou- 
riibing city of EdeSa paid only one hundred and 
forty pounds of gold, which was colleded in four 
years from tea thoufand artificers ^^ Yet fuch 
was the parfimony which fupported this liberal dif- 
pofiticMi, th^, in a reign of twenty-feven years, 
Anaftafius faved, from his annual revenue, the 
enormous fum of thirteen millions fterling, or 
three hundred and twenty thoufand pounds of 
gold*% His example was neglected, and his 
treafure was abufed, by the nephew of Juftin. 
The riches of Juftinian were fpeedily exhaufled by 
alms and buildings, by ambidous wars, and ig« 
nominious treaties. His revenues were found la- 

T« Evagrlus (1. iii. c 39, 40.) is minute and grateful, but angry with 
SLofimus for calumniating the great Condantine. In coilefting all the bonds 
and records of the tax, th? humanity of Anaftafius was diligent and artful.| 
latlters wc;^ fometimes compelled to.proftitute tlieir daughters (21ofim, 
Hift« I. ii. c. 38. p. 165, 166. Lipfic, 1784). Timotheus of Gaza chofe 
fuch an event for the fubjed of a tragedy (Suidas, torn. Hi. p. 4750» which 
contributed to the abolition of the tax (Cedrenus, p. 35.),— an happy in- 
ftaivce (if it be true) of the ufe of the theatre. 

79 Ses Jofoa Stylites, in the Bibliotheca Orienulis of AnTeman (torn, u 
p. s,68.)» This capitation tax is (lightly mentioned in the Chronicle of 
£defla. 

80 frocopius (Anccdot. c. 19.) fixes this fom from the report of tlic 
treaitirers themfelves. Tiberius had vkm ttr mllia^ but far different was 
his empire from that of Anailalius. 

H 3 adequate 



XL. 



Digitized by 



Google 



toi THE DECLINE AND FALL • 

adequate to his expences. Every art was tried to 
extort from the people the gold and filver which 
Avtriceand ^^ fcattercd with a lavifh hand from Perfia to 

proiufion cf 

juftinian. France •* ; his reign was marked by the vicifli- 
tudes, or rather by the combat, of rapacioufnefs 
and avarice, of fplendour and poverty ; he lived 
with the reputation of hidden treafures *% and be* 
queathed to his fucceffor the payment of his 
debts". Such a charafter has been juftly ac- 
cufed by the voice jof the people and of pofterity : 
but public difcontent is credulous ; private malice 
IS bold; and a lover of truth will perufe with a 
fufpicious eye the inftruftive anecdotes df Pro- 
copius. The fecret hiftorian reprefents only the 
vices of Juftinian, and thofe vices are darkened 
by his malevolent pencil. Ambiguous aftions arc 
imputed to the worft motives : error is confounded 
with guilt, accident with defign, and laws with 
abufes : the partial injuftice of a moment is dex- 
troufly applied as the general maxim of a reign of 
thirty-two years : the emperor alone is made re- 
fponfible for the faults of his officers, the diford^rs 
pf the times, arid the corruption of his fubje£ks } 

U Evagrios (I. IV. c. 30.), in the next gencr.uion, w« moderttc and wcll- 
Infcrmed; aod Zonaras (1. xlv. c. 6i.)» in thexlifb century, had read with 
care, and thought without prejudice: yet their colours arc almoft as black a% 
thofe of the Anecdotes. 

8» procopius (Anecdot. c. 30.) relates the idle conjedures of tlw: times. 
The draih of Ju(Unian| fays the fecret hiAohan, will expufe his wealth or 
poverty. 

Ss See Corippus de Laudibus Juflini Aug. ]. ii. 260, Sec, 384, &c« 
'* Plurima funt vivo nimium ntgleOa parc:n(i> 
" Unde tot cxhauftus contraxit dtbita fifciu.** 
f enter.arles of gold were brought by ftrong arms into the hippodrpmc : 
** Dcbita genitctf'is pcrfolvir, cauca re c epic** 
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and even the calamities of nature, plagues, earthy 
guakes, and inundations, are imputed to the prince 
of the dsemons, who had mifchievoufly aflumed the 
form of Juftinian '*• 

After this precaution, I feall briefly relate the 
anecdotes of avarice and rapine, under the fol- 
lowing heads : L Juftinian was fo prdfufe that he 
could not be liberal. The civil and military ofE- f^»7»'C'<««» 
cers, when they were admitted into the lervice of 
the palace, obtained an humble rank and a mo- 
derate ftipend ; they afcended by fenloricy to a 
ilation of affluence and repofe; the annual pen- 
iiops, of which the moft honourable clafs was 
abolilhed by Juftinian, amounted to four hun- 
dred thoufand pounds; and this domeftic oeco* 
nomy was deplored by the venal or indigent cour- . 
tiers as the lad outrage on the majefty of the 
empire. The pofts, the falaries of phyficiansj 
and the nofturnal illuminations, were objefts of 
jnore general concern j and the cities might juftly 
complain, that he ufurped the municipal revenues 
which had been appropriated to thefe ufeful infti- 
tution^. Even the foldiers were injured j and fuch 
was the decay of military fpirir,. thajt they were 
injured with impunity. The emperor refufed,' at 
the return of each fifth year, the cuftomary dona- • 
tive of five pieces of gold, reduced his veterans tp 
beg their bread, and fuffered unpaid armies to 
melt away in the wars of Italy and PerfisU 
11. The humanity of his predeccffors had always Remit- 

•4 The Anecdotes (c ii— 14. 18. jw— 30.) fupply many f^% and morp 
«Qn[^Uints« 

H 4 remitted. 



Digitized by 



Google 



X04 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

remittecf, in fome aufpicious circumftance of their 
reign, the arrears of the public tribute j and they 
dextroufly ^aflumed the merit of refigning thofe 
claims .which it was impraflicable to enforce. 
" Juftinian, in the fpace of thirty-two years, has 
** never granted a fimllar indulgence j and many 
*' of his fubjefts have renounced the ppffeffion of 
** thofe lands whofe value is infufEcient to fatisfy 
** the demands of th6 treafury. To the dtie§ 
" which had fuffered by hoftile inroads, Anaftafius 
^* promifed a general exemption of feven years ; 
*^ the provinces *of Juftinian haye been ravaged by 
^^ the Perfians and Arabs, the Huns and Scla- 
** vonians j but his vain and ridiculous difpchfa- 
•' tion of a fingle year has been confined to thofe 
* ^' places which were aftually taken by the enemy." 
Such is the language of the fecret hiftorian, who 
exprefsly denies that any indulgence was granted 
to Paleftine after the revolt of the Samaritans ; a 
falfe and odious charge, confuted by the authentic 
record, which attefts a relief of thirteen cente- 
naries of Gold (fifty-two thoufand pounds) ob- 
tained for that defolate province by, the inter- 
ceffion of St. Sabas'^ IIL Procopius has not 
condefcended to explain the fyftem of ta^jation, 
which fell like a hail-ftorm upon the land> like a 
devouring peftilencc on its inhabitants; but we 
Ihould become the accomplices of his malignity, 
if we imputed to Juftinian alone the ancient though 

S5 One to Scythopolis, capital of the fecond Paleftine, and twelve for the 
fcft of the province. Aleman. (p. 59.) honcffly prodaccs thi» fad frdm a 
MS. life of St. Saba$, by his difciplc Cyril» in the Vatican librarx, and fince 
pAbliibed by^Coteleriua. 
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XL. 



rigorous principle, that a whole diftrifl: (bould be 
condemned to fuftain the partial lofs of the per- 
fons or property of individuals. The AnonOj or xaxw. 
fupply of corn for the ufe of the army and capital, 
was a grievous and arbitrary exaftion, which ex^ 
ceeded, perhaps in a tenfold proportion, the abi- 
lity of the farmer ; and his diftrefs was aggravated 
by the partial injuftice of weights and meafures, 
and the cxpence and labour of diftant carriage. 
In a rime of fcarcity, an extraordinary requifition 
was^ made to the adjacent provinces of Thrace, 
Bithynia,' and Phrygia : but the proprietors, after 
a wearifome journey and a perilous navigation, 
recei¥ed fo inadequate a compenfation, that they 
would have chofen the alternative of delivering 
both the corn and price at the doors of their gra- 
naries. Thefe precautions might indicate a tender 
foKcitude for the welfare of the capital; yet Con- 
ftantinople did not efcape the rapacious defpotifm 
of Juftinian. Till his reign, the ftreights of the 
Bofphorus and Hellefpont were open to the free- 
dom of trade, and nothing Was prohibited except 
the exportation of arms for tlie fervice of the Bar- 
barians. At each of thefe gates of the city, a 
praetor was ftationed, the minifter of Imperial 
avarice ; heavy cuftoms were impofed on the vef- 
fels and their merchandize j the oppreffion was 
retaliated on the helplefs confumer : the poor were 
afflided by the artificial fcarcity, and exorbitant 
price of the market ; and a people, accuftomed 
to depend on the liberality of their prince, might 
fometimes complain of the deficiency of water and 

bread. 
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^ XL^ ^* bread '^ The aerial tribute, without a namc^ a 
law, or a definite objed^ was an annual gift of 
one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, which 
the emperor accepted from his Praetorian pracfeft ; 
and the means of payment were abandoned to the 

Monopo- difcretion of that powerful magiftrate. IV. Even 
fuch a tax was lefs intolerable than the privilege 
of monopolies, which checked the fair competi- 
tion of induftry, and for the fake of a fmall and 
dilhonefl: gain, impofed an arbitrary burthen on 
the wants and luxury of the fubjeft. " As foon 
*' (I tranfcribe the anecdotes) as the exclufivc 
** fale of filk was ufurped by the Imperial trea- 
*' furer, a whole people, the manufaclurers of 
*' Tyre and Berytus, was reduced to extreme 
^' mifery, and either periflied with hunger, or 
•' fled to the hoftile dominions of Perfia." A 
province might fuiFer by the decay of its mann* 
fadures, but in this example of filk, Procopius 
has partially overlooked the ineftimable and lafting 
benefit which the empire received from the curio- 
fity of Juftinian. His addition of one>feventh 
to the ordinary, price of copper-money may be 
interpreted with the fame candour ; and the 
alteration, which might be wife, appears to have 
been innocent ; fince he neither allayed the 
purity, nor enhanced the value, of the gold coin ^\ 

the 

*6 John Malala (torn. i!. p. 231.) mentions the want of bread, and 
Zonaras (1. xiv. p. 63.) the leaden pipes, which Juftiniany or his fervantSj 
I4;d1c from the aquedudis. 

'7 For an aurtus, one fixth of an ounce of gold, inftead of 4»o, he :»avc 
^e more than iSo€ol{es, or ©ances, of cop jer. A dlQjroportion of the mint, 
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the legal meafure of public and private pay- chap. 
inents* V. The ample jurifdiftion required by ^^-^^.y^w 
the farmers of the revenue to accompHfh their ^^^'^^ 
engagements, might be placed in an odious light, 
as if they had purchafed from the emperor the 
lives and fortunes of their fellow-citizens. And a 
more direft fale of honours and offices was tranf- 
afted in the palace, with the permiffion, or at 
lead with the connivance, of Juftinian and Theo- 
dora. The claims of merit, even thofe of favour, 
were difregarded, and it was almpfl: reafonable 
to expedl, that the bold adventurer, who had 
undertaken the trade of a magiftrate, (hould find 
a rich compenftition for infamy, labour, danger, . 
the debts which he had contrafied, and the 
heavy intereft which he paid. A fenfe of the 
difgrace and mifchief of this venal praSice, at 
length awakened the Cumbering virtue of Jut 
finian ; and he attempted, by the fandtion of ^ 
oaths •• and penalties, to guard the integrity of 
his governtnent : but at the end of a year of per- 
jury, his rigorous edift was fufpended, and 
corruption licentioufly abufed her triumph over 
the impotence of the laws. VI. The teftament Teiu. 
of Eulalius, count of the domeftics, declared the 
emperor his fole heir, on condition, however, 

Mow Che market price^ muft hayp foon produced a fcarcltjof iinall money. 
In England, twelve pence in copper would (ell for no more ihzn/even perc: 
(Smith's Inquiry into the Wealth of Nations, vol. 1. p. 49.). For Juftmian^^i 
^Id coiBy fee Evagrius (1. iv. c. 30.]. 

•* The oath is conceived in the moft formidable words (Novell, viii. 
|ir« 3.)* The defaulters imprecate on themfelvcs, qtiicquid hahent telorum 
amsamentaha coeji 1 the part of Judas^ the leprofy of Giezi, the tremor ttf 
^aifl, Sec, befides ail temporal pajns« 

that 
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that he Aould difcbarge hi« debts tnd kgacies, 
allow to bk three ditughters a decent maintenance! 
and beftow each of them in marriage, with a por- 
tion of ten pounds of gold« But the fplendid 
fortune of Eulalius had been confumed by fire; 
and the inventory of his goods did not exceed the 
trifling fum of five hundred and fixty-four pieces 
of gold. A fimilar inftance, in Grecian hiftory, 
admonifhed the emperor of the honourable part 
prefcribed for his imitation. He checked the 
felfifh murmurs of the treafury, applauded the con- 
fidence of bis friend, difcharged the legacies and 
debts, educated the three virgins under the eye 
of the emprefs Theodora, and doubled the mar- 
riage portion which had fatisfied the tendernefs 
of their father *^. The humanity of a prince (for 
jprinces cannot be generous) is entitled to fome 
^raife ; yet even in this a6b of virtue we may dif- 
£over the inveterate cuflora of fupplanting the' 
legal or natural heirs, which Procopius imputes to 
the reign of Juftinian* His charge is fupported 
)t>y eminent names and fcandalous examples ; nei- 
jther widoyi^s nor orphans were fpared; and the 
art of jfoUciting or extorting or fuppofing tefla* 
ments, was beneficially pradifed by the agents of 
the palace. This bafe and mifchievous tyranny 
invades the fecurity of private life ; and the mo- 
narch who has indulged an appetite for gain will 
foon be tempted to anticipate the moment of fuc- 

*9 A fimilar or more generous tk€t of CriendAup is related by Ltickn of 
£udamida& of Corinth (in Toxare, c. la, 33. torn. ii. p. ija), and the 
fiwy has produced an ingeiuous, though itthlfi, comedy of FoMuieUe* 

14 ceflion. 
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ceffion, to ioterpret wealth as an evidetice of guilt, chap. 
and to proceed^ from the claim of ioheritaace^ to t,^,,,.,^^ 
the power of con&fcation. VII. Among the forrn^ 
of rapioe, a phiiofopher may be permitted to name 
the converfion of Pagan or heretical riches to the 
ufe of the faithful ; but in , the time of Juftinian^ 
this hdly plunder was condemned by thp fedaries 
alone, who became the vidims of his orthodox 
avarice ^. 

Diflioftour might be ultimately reieftcd on the The minir. 
charader of }u(linian; but much of the guilt, junmiaiu 
and ilili more of the profit, was intercepted by 
the minifters, who were feldom promoted for 
their virtues, and not always feleded for their 
talents ^% The merits of Tribonian the qua&ftor 
will hereafter be weighed in the reformation of 
the ^omaa law j but the ccconomy of the £aft 
was iubordinate to the Frasiorian prscfeA, and 
Procopius has juftified bis anecdotes by the 
portrait which he expoies in his public hiftory, 
t>f the notorious vices of John of Cappadocia ^\ J^'m of 
His knowledge was not borrowed from the ^^^* ^'*' 
Schools ^\ and his ftyle was fcarcely legible i but 

9^ Joho MaUla^ torn. li. p« loi , lozy 103. 

7* One of tliefe, Anaiolius, pcri/hed In an earthquake— -doubikrs a jud^- 
meat ! The complaints and ctamoors of the people 'in Agathlas (i. v. 
^ 14(9 147*) an almoA an echo of the anecdoce. The alien a pecunia red- 
denda of Corippus (1. ii. ^i, &c.) is not very honourable co Jullinian*a 
menaory. 

9>> See the Mftory and charafitr of John of Cappadocia in Procopius 
(Per£c, 1, 1. c« 14^ S5. 1. ii. c. 30. VandaL 1. i. c« 13. Anecdoc. c. z. 
»7. %u). The agreement of the hiftory and anecdotes is a mortal wound to 
the rvpuution of the prsefedt. 

Suu fWVTft %eum Mulsh y^o^o^kmm% fi^mbir exprelTton. 
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c H A ^. he excelled in the powers of native genius, tH 
fugged the wifeft counfels, and to find expedients 
in the moft defperate fituaticms. The corruption 
of his heart was equal to the vigour of his under- 
ftanding. Although he was furpeded of magic 
and Pagan fuperftition, he appeared infenfible to 
the fear of God or the reproaches of man ; and 
his afpiring fortune was raifed on the death of 
thoufands, the poverty of millions, the ruin of 
cities, and the defolation of provinces. From the 
dawn of light to the. moment of dinner, he affi- 
duoufly laboured to enrich his mafter and him- 
felf at the expence of the Roman world ; the 
remainder of the day was fpent in fenfual and 
obfcene pleafures, and the filent hours of the night 
were interrupted by the perpetual dread of the 
juftice of an afiaffin. His abilities, perhaps his 
vices, recommended him to the lading friends 
ihip of Judinian : the en:peror yielded with reluc- 
' tance to the fury of the people ; his viftory was 
difplayed by the immediate redoration of their 
enemy ; and they felt above ten years, under his 
oppreflive adminidration, that he was dimuhted 
by revenge, rather than indrufted by misfortune. 
Their murmurs ferved only to fortify the refo- 
lulion of Judinian ; but the prasfed, in the 
infolence of favour, provoked the refentment of 
Theodora, difdained a power before which every 
knee was bent, and attempted to fow the feeds 
of difcord between the emperor and his beloved 
confort. Even Theodora herfelf was condrained 
todifiemble, to wait a favourable moment, and by 
an artful confpiracy to render John of Cappadocia 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. in 

' the accomplice of his own deftruftion.. At a ^ ha p. 
time when Belifarius, unlefs he had been a hero, ^^^ -w — ^ 
mull have fliewn* himfelf a rebel, hi$ wife Anto- 
nina, who enjoyed the fecret confidence of the 
emprefs, communicated his feigned difcontent to 
Euphemia, the daughter of the praefedl ; the cre- 
dulous virgin imparted to her father the dan- 
gerous projea, and John, who might have known 
the value of oaths and promifes, was tempted to 
accept a nocturnal, and almoft treafonable, inter- 
view with the wife of Belifarius. An ambufcade 
of guards and eunuchs had been polled by the 
command of Theodora ; they ruOied with drawn 
fwords to feiae or to punifh the guilty miniiler : 
he was faved by the fidelity of his attendants ; but 
inftead of appealing to a gracious fovereign, who 
had privately warned him of his danger, he pufiU 
ianimoufly fied to the fandtuary of the church. 
The favourite of Juftinian was facrificed to conju- 
gal tendemefs or domeftic tranquillity ; the con- 
verfion of a praefeft into a pried extinguifhed lus 
ambitious hopes; but the friendfhip of the em- 
peror alleviated his difgrace, and he retained in 
the mild exile of Cyzicus an ample portion of 
his riche$. Such irtiperfeft revenge could not 
fatisiy the unrelenting hatred of Theodora ; the 
murder 'of his old enemy, the bilhop of Cyzicus, 
a6forded a decent pretence ; and John of Cap- 
padocia, whofe aflions had deferved a thoufand 
deaths, was at lad condemned for a crime of 
which he was innocent. • A great minifter, who 
had beea invefled With the honours of conful an4 

patrician^ 
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CHAP patrician, was ignominioufly fcourgcd like the 
-_,„-^— ._' vileft of malet'aftors } a tattered cloak was the fole 
remnant of his fortunes ; he was tranfported in 
a bark to the place of his banilhnient at An- 
tinopoHs in Upper Egypt, and the prasfeft of the 
Eaft begged his .bread through the cities which 
had trembled at his name. During an exile of 
feven years, his life was protrafted and threatened 
by the ingenious cruelty of Theodora j and when 
her death permitted the emperor to recal a fer* 
vant whom he had abandoned with regret, the 
ajnbitioti of John of Qappadocia was reduced to 
the humble duties of the facerdotal profeffion. 
His fucceflbrs convinced the fubjefts of Jufti- 
nian, that the arts of oppreQipn might ftiU be 
improved by experience and induftry; the frauds 
of a Syrian banker were introduced into the admi- 
niftration of the finances; and the example of 
'the praifeQ: was diligently copied by the quaeftor, 
the public and private treafurer, the governors 
of provinces, and the principal raagiftrates of the 
Eaftern empire ^\ 
His edifices V. The edifices of Tuftinian were cemented 

and archi- •itiii « r #•!• i* 

tcci». With the blood and treafure of his people.; byt 

thofe ftately ftruftures appeared to announce the 
profperity of the empire, and aftually difplayed 
the (kill of their architeds. Both the theory and 

94 The chronology of Procoplus is loofe and obfcure; but with the aid 
of Pagi I can difccrn that John was appointed Praetorian prxfe^ of the 
?.afl in the year 530 \ that he was rtmovcd in January 532-»reilorcd before 
June 533— baniihcd in 541— and rccJied between June 548 and April x, 
^ ,549. Aleman. (p» 9^, 97.) give* Che lift of bii ten fttcccffors—a rapid fcrics 
;}o a part of a iingle rciso* 

praCUcc 
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praftice of the arts which depend on mathema- c h^a p. 
tical fcience and mechanical power were cultivated 
under the patronage of the emperors ; the fame 
of Archimedes was rivalled by Proclus and An- 
themius; and if their miracles had been related by 
intelligent fpeftators, they might now enlarge the 
fpeculations, inftead of exciting the diftrufl, of 
philofophers. A tradition has prevailed, that the 
Roman fleet was reduced to afhes in the port of 
Syracufe by the burning-glaffes of Archimedes^'; 
and it is afierted, that a fimilar expedient was em-^ 
ployed by Proclus to deftroy the Gothic veffels m 
the harbour of Conftantinople, and to proteft his 
benefeQ:or Anaftafius againft the bold enterprife of 
Vitalian ^^. A machine was fixed on the walls of 
the city, confifting of an hexagon mirror of po- 
Klhed brafs, with many fmaller and moveable poly- 
gons to receive and refleft the rays of the meridian 
fun; and a confuming flame was darted, to the dif- 
tance, perhaps, of two hundred feet ^\ The truth of 

95 This conflagration is hinted by Lucian (in Ilippla, c. a.) and Galen 
(i. iij. de temperamcntis, torn. i. p. 8i. edit. Bafii) in tlic fecond century. 
A tboufand years afterwards, it is pofitivcly affirmed by Zonaras (1 ir. 
p 424.) on tiic faith of Dion Caflius, Uy Tzctzes (Chiliad ii. 119, Arc), 
Eoibtbius (ad liiad. £. p. 33S.)} and the fcholiafl of Lucian. See Fabricius 
(Bibljot. Graec. K iii. c. 22. torn. ii. p. 551, 552.)) to whom I am more of 
kfi indebted for feveral of thefe quotations. 

96 Zonaras (I. xiv. p. 55.) affirms the fa£l, without quoting any evi- 
dence. 

97 Tzctzes defcribcs the artifice of thefe burning-glaflT.s, which he Itad 
read, perhaps with no learned cy?s, in a mat^iematical ireatifc of Antl:e- 
inius. That treatife, ^fp* ^atpa^cjw /xu%a/:xraaTa», has been latcJy pob- 
iifbed , tranflated, and illuftrated, by M. Dapuys, a fchoUr and a mathc- 
oatician (Mc.iioircs dc 1* Academic des Infcriptions, torn. xlii. p. 392— 
45>)- 

Vol* VII. I thefe 
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CHAP, thefc two extraordbary fafts is invalidated by th^ 
filence of the mofl: authentic hidorians ; and the 
ufe of burning-glaiTes was never adopted in th^^ 
attack or defence of places ^\ Yet the admirable 
experiments of a French philofopher •• have de- 
monftrated the poflibility of fuch a mirror ; aiul« 
fmce it is pof&ble, I am more difpofed to attribute 
the art to the greated mathematicians of antiquity^ 
than to give the merit of the fiftion to the idle 
fancy of a monk or a fophift. According to an« 
other ftory, Proclus applied fulphur to the de- 
ftrudion of the Gothic fleet **'' ; in a modern ima- 
gination, the name of fulphur is inftantly connefted 
with the fufpicion of gun-powder^ and that fufpi- 
cion is propagated by the fecret arts of his difciple 
Anthemius"*. A citizen of Tralles in Afia hjul 
five fons, who were all diftinguifhed in their re- 
fpeftive profeffions by merit and fuccefs. Olym- 
pius excelled in the knowledge and praflice of the 
Roman jurifprudencc. Diofcorus and Alexander 
became learned phyficiansj but the ikill of the 

9» In the fiegcof Syracufe, by tbc filenc* of Polyliiat> Plutarch, Livy j 
In the fiegc o( ConilAXitinople, by that oi Marceliinus and aU Uie comeau 
porariesof tlie vith century* 

99 Without any prcviou* knowledge of T3et;:es or Amhemiui, tte im- 
mortal Buffoo ini«igincd and executed a fet of bumin§«glafliis» with wbi^h 
1 c could inflaiTie planks at the difUcice of aoo feet (Supplement Ik THift. 
Na(urelle> torn. i. p« 399— 4^)* 9^artp edition). What miraclet would 
not his genius have pcrfoimcd for the public fervioe, with royal cxpencc^ 
and iQ the ilrong fun of Confiantiiiople or Syracufc ? 

200 John MaJala (tom. Ii« p« 130—1240 relates tlie U£t: but iMfcemi 
CO confound the names or perfons of Proclus aiid Marinut. 

.101 Agatbias, 1. v. p. 149 — 153. The merit of Anthemiuf a$ ta arcki* 
t^& is loudly praifed by Procopiui (de J^dif. I i, c. i.) and Paulus Siteik* 
t.iarius (parti 134, frc.). 

6 former 
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fcrmcr was exercifcd for the benefit of his fellow- 
citizens, while his more ambitious brother acquired 
wealth and reputation at Rome. The fame of 
Mctrodorus the grammarian, and of Anthemius 
the mathematician and architeft, reached the ears 
of the emperor Juftinian, who invited them to Con- 
ftantinople ; and while the one inftrudled the rifing 
generation in the fchools of eloquence, the other 
filled the capital and provinces with more lading 
monuments of his art. In a trifling difpute re- 
lattve'to the walls or windows of their contiguous 
houfes, he had been vanquiflied by the eloquence 
of his neighbour Zeno^ but the orator was de- 
feased m his turn by the matter of mechanics^ 
whofe malicious, though harmlefs, ilratagems are 
darkly reprefented by the ignorance of Agathias. 
1q a lover room, Anthemius arranged feveral 
veffels or cauldrons of water, each of them covered 
by the wide bottom of a leathern tube, which rofe - 
to a narrow top, and was artificially conveyed 
among the joifts and rafters of the adjacent build- 
ing. A fire was kindled beneath the 'cauldron ; 
the (team of the boiling water afcended through 
the tubes ; the houfe was ihaken by the efforts 
of imprifoned air, and its trembling inhabitants 
might wonder that the city was unconlcious of 
the earthquake which they had felt. At an* 
other time, the friends of Zeno, as they fat at 
table, were dazzled by the intolerable light which 
flalhed in their eyes from the reflefting mirrors of 
Anthemius: they were aftoniflied by the noife 
which he produced from a coUifion of certain mi- 
nute and fonorous particles; and the orator de- 

1 2 dared' 
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e H A p. cbred in tragic ftyle to the fenate, that a mere 

v^^^v^ mortal muft yield to the power of an antagonift, 

who fhook the earth with the trident of Neptune, 

and imitated the thunder and lightning of Jove 

himfelf. The genius of Anthemius and his coU 

league Ifidore the Milefian, was excited and em- 

. ployed by a prince, whofe tafte for architefture had 

degenerated into a mifchievous and coftiy paflTion. 

His favourite architefts fubmitted their defigns and 

difficulties to Juftinian, and difcreetly confeffed how 

much their laborious meditations were furpafle^ by 

the intuitive knowledge or celeftial infpiration of 

an emperor, whofe views were always direded to 

the benefit of his people, the glory of his rdgn, 

and the falvation of his foul '''*. 

Fonndation The principal church, which was dedicated, by 

ti.irchof the founder of Conftantinople* to Saint Sophia, or 

bt. Sophia, the eternal wifdom, had been twice deftroyed by 

fire J after the exile of John Chryfoftom, and 

during the Nika of the blue and green fadions. 

No fooner did. the tumult fubfide, than the Chrift- 

ian populace deplored their facrilegious raflmefs ; 

but they might have rejoiced in the calamity, had 

they forefeen the glory of the new temple, which 

at the end of forty days was ftrenuoufly undertaken 

by the piety of Juftinian "". The ruins were 

cleared 

f -"t Srt Pre^cplus [de Edlficils, 1. i. c. f, a. I, ii. c. 3.)- He relates a 
coincidence of dreams which fuppofes fome fraud in Juflinian or his archi* 
ted. 'litcy hocU faw, in a vifion, ilie fame plan for (topping an inandation 
at Dara. A llone quarry near Jcrufalem wa» revealed to the emperor 
(1. V. c. 6.) : &n anget was tricked into the perpetual cuftody of St. Sophia 
(Anonym, de Antiq. C. P. 1. iv. p. 70.). 

. «cj Among rhc crowd of ancients and modernf who have celebrated 
the edifice of St. Sophia, 1 (hall diAinguifh and follow, i. Foar 

. . ^ origin^ 
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cleared away, a more fpacious plan was defcribed, c h a K 
and as it required the corifent of fome proprietors 
of ground, they obtained the mod exorbitant terms 
from the eager defires and timorous confcience 
of the monarch. Anthemius formed the defign, 
and his genius direfted the hands of ten thoufand 
workmen, whofe payment in pieces of fine filver 
was never delayed beyond the evening. The em- 
peror himfelf, clad in a linen tunic, furveyed 
each day their rapid progrefs, and encouraged* 
their diligence by his familiarity, his zeal, and his 
rewards. The new cathedral of St. Sophia was 
confecrated by the patriarch, five years, eleven 
months, and ten days from the firrt foundation ; 
and in the midft of the folemn feftival, Juftinian 
exclaimed with devout vanity, " Glory be to God, 
" who hath thought me worthy to accomplifli fo 
" great a work ; I have vanquilhed thee, O Solo- 
^ mon '.*** !" But the pride of the Roman Solomon, 

before 

original fpe^ators ami hiftorians: Procopius (dc Eclific. 1. i. c. i.)i Aga- 
ihias (I. V. p. 152, 153.), Paul '-ilentiarius (in a pocm of 1016 hexamtters, 
ad csic^m Anrs Comnen. Alexiad ), and Evap-iu*; (1. iy. c. 31.)- a- Tvvo 
legendary Greeks of a later pencd: Cccree Codinus (.ie Ori^jin. C P. p 64 
—74. /J and the anonymcus writer of oanduri (Imp. Orient, torn. 1. 1. iv« 
p, 65— 8o,)- 3. The great Byzantine antiquinan, Dutan-e (Comaient. 
ad Paul SHcntuir. p. 525—598 and C P. Chrift. 1. lii. p. 5— y^^-)- 4- Two 
French travt'krs — the one Peter Gyllius (rie 1 opoi-raph- C P. I. ii. c. 3, 4.) 
in the xvith ; the other, Giclul (Voyage de C P. p. 9^—164- Paris, 1680, 
in4to) : he has giv.n piar.i, p'o;p-ao,and infidc-vic^'s of >t. Sophia; and 
liiipLins, though on a fmaller fcjlc, appear more correct than thofe of Uu- 
can^e. I have a'lop'-'jd and rerinccd the in.ai'uas of Giclot: but as no 
C.irJlian can now afc-nd the do^ne, the hr'v::,ht is bjrro.vcd from Evagnus, 
ccjiipared v.itLi Gyiiiu>, Grtavis, aiici the (iricntal Cicog^r.ipher. 

J«^4 SoloriiO'i's tt'inple wis fuirouin'cd vvitii courts, porticoe*;, &c.; 
bus ihc proper Uructure of the houfe of Gcd was no more (if we take 

1 3 th« 
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CHAP. 
XL. 



befc^e twenty years had elapfed, was humbled bf 
an earthquake, which overthrew the eaftern part 
of the dome. Its fplendour was again reftored by 
the perfeverance of the fame prince ; and in the 
thirtyrfixth year of his reign, Juftinian celebrated 
the fecond dedication of a temple, which remains, 
. after twelve centuries, a ftately monument of his 
fame. The architefture of St. Sophia, which is 
now converted into the principal mofch, has been 
imitated by the Turki(h fultans, and that vene« 
rable pile continues to excite the fond admiration 
of the Greeks, and the more rational curiofity of 
Defcription. European travellers. The eye of fhe fpe&ator is 
difappointed by an irregular profped of half-domes 
and fhelving roofs : the weftern front, the principal 
• approach, is deftitute of fimplicity and magnifi* 
cence ; and the fcale of dimenfions has been much 
furpafTed by fever al of the Latin cathedrals. But 
the archited who firft erefted an aerial cupola, is 
entitled to the praife of bold defign and fkilful exe- 
cution. The dome of St. Sophia, illuminated by 
four-and-twenty windows, is formed with fo fmall 
a curve, that the depth is equal only to one-fixth 
of its diameter ; the meafure of that diameter is 
one hundred and fifteen feet, and the lofty centre, 
where a crefcent has fupplanted the' crofs, rifes to 
the perpendicular height of one hundred and eighty 
feet above the pavement. The circle which ert- 
compaflfes the dome, lightly repofes on four flrong 

the Egyptian or Hebrew cubit at la inches) than 55 feet in height, 36 1 
in breadth, and no in length— a fmall parifti church, fays Prideaux (Con- 
ncaion, voU i. p. 244. folio) 3 but few fimdluaries could be valued at four 
or five millions flerling ! 

arches. 
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urcfaeSy and their weight is firmly fupported by c h a f. 
four maflfy piles, xvhofe ftrength is affifted on the ^^^- t m^r 
northern and fouthern fides by four columns of 
Egyptian granite. A Greek crofs, inicribed in a 
quadrangle, reprefisnts the form of the edifice; the 
exad breadth is two hundred and forty-three feet, 
and two hundred and fixty-nine may be afiigned 
for the extreme length from the fan&uary in the 
eaft to the nine weftern doors which open into the 
veftibule, and from thence into the narthex or exte- 
rior portico. That portico was the humble ftation 
of the penitents. The nave or body of the church 
was filled by the congregation of the faithful ; but 
the two fexes were prudently diftinguiflied^ and the 
upper and lower galleries were allotted for the more 
private devotion of the women. Beyond the 
northern and fouthern piles, a baluftrade^ termi- 
nated on either fide by the thrones of the emperor 
and the patriarchy divided the nave from the choir : 
and the fpace, as far as the Heps of the altar, was 
occupied by the clergy and fingers. The altar it- 
f(df, a name which infenfibly became familiar to 
Chriftian ears, was placed in the eaftern recefs, ar- 
tificially buift in the form of a demi-cy Under ; and 
this fanftuary communicated by feveral doors with 
the facrifty, the veftry, the baptiftery, and the 
condguous buildings, fubfervient either to the 
pomp of worOiip, or the private ufe of the eccle- 
fiafiical minifters. The memory of pad calamities 
in^ired Juftinian with a wife refolution, that no 
wood^ except for the doors, fliould be admitted 
into the new edifice ; and the choice of the ma- 

1 4 terials 
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terials was applied to the ftrength, the lightnefs, 
or the fplendour of the refpeftive parts. The folid 
piles which fuftained the cupola were compofed of 
huge blocks of freeftone, hewn into fquares and 
triangles, fortified by circles of iron, and firmly 
cemented by the infufion of lead and quicklime : 
but the weight of the cupola was diminilhed by the 
levity of its fubftance, which confifts either of 
pumice-ftone that floats in the water, or of bricks 
from the ifld of Rhodes, five times lefs ponde- 
rous than the ordinary fort. The whole frame of 
the edifice was conftrufted of brick ; but thofe 
bafe materials were concealed by a cruft of marble; 
and the infide of St. Sophia, the cupola, the two 
larger, and the fix fmaller, femi-domes, the walls, 
the hundred columns, and the pavement, delight 
even the eyes of Barbarians, with a rich and va- 
Mvbtes. riegated pifture. A poet ■°*, who beheld the pri- 
mitive luftre of St. Sophia, enumerates the co- 
lours, the {hades, and the fpots of ten or twelve 
marbles, jafpers, and porphyries, which nature had 
profufely diverfified, and which were blended and 
contrafted as it were by a fkilful painter. The tri- 

To? Paul Silentlarius, in dark and pontic language, defcribes the vanoiis 
Aones and marbles that were employed in the eJificc of St. Sophia (P. ii. 
p. f2(), J 3 3, &c. &c.); I. The Ca^yplan — pale, with iron veins 2. The 
tbrygijr — of two forts, both of a rofy hue j the one with a wliitc Aiadr, 
>Ijc otiitT purple, with filvct flowers. 3. The P-.rphyr; of E^ypt — with 
fmail {lars. 4. The green marble if Lacrma. 5. The Cflz-itf*— from Mount 
lafiis, with oblique veins, white and red. 6. The Lydxen — j.aJc, with a red 
flower. 7. Tlie African^ or Mauriiar.ian — of a gold or fdffroR hue. S. The 
fc/t}C-^bl»ckf with white veins, 9. The B-j.-hric — white, wiih black cdj^es- 
Befidesthe fVofcf;»^<fl», which formed the p-ivcmcntj the tbejj'almn^ Mdoffian^ 
4c. which arc kfs diilindly |>ainted. 

umph 
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umph of Chrift was adorned with the laft fpoils chap. 
of Paganifm, but the greater part of ihefe coftly v,^^-**^ 
ftones was extraded from the quarries of Aiia 
Minor, the ifles and continent of Greece, Egypt, 
Africa, and Gaul. Eight columns of porphyry, 
which Aurelian had placed in the temple of the 
fun, were offered by the piety of a Roman ma- 
tron 9 eight others of green marble were prefented 
by the ambitious zeal of the magiilrates of £phe- 
fus : both are admirable by their fize and beauty, 
but every order of architecture difclaims their fan- 
taftic capitals. A variety of ornaments and jfiguret 
was curioufly exprefled in mofaic ; and the images 
of Chrift, of the Virgin, of faints, and of angels, 
which have been defaced by Turkifh fanaticifm^ 
were dangeroufly expofed to the fuperftition of the 
Greeks. According to the fandity of each ob- 
]t£tj the precious metals were diflributed in thin 
leaves or in folid maffes. The baluftrade of the 
choir, the capitals of the pillars, the ornaments of 
the doors and galleries, were of gilt bronze ; the 
fpedator was dazzled by the glittering afpect of the 
cupola; the fanduary contained forty thoufand 
pound weight of filver ; and the holy vafes and 
veftments of the altar were of the pureft gold, 
enriched with ineftimable gems. Before the ftruc- 
ture of the church had rifen two cubits above the 
ground, forty-five thoufand two hundred pounds 
v;ere already confumed ; and the whole expence Riciwi. 
amounted to three hundred and twenty thoufand : 
each reader, according to the meafure of his 
belief, may eftimate their value either in gold or 
8 iilver j 
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CHAP, filver ; but the fum of one million fterline h the 
>._.-^^r refult of the lowed computation. A magnificent 
temple is a laudable monument of national tafte 
and religion, and the cnthufiaft who entered the 
dome of St. Sophia, might be tempted to fqppofe 
that it was the refidence, or even the workman* 
ftip, of the Deity. Yet how dull is the artifice, 
•how infignificant is the labour, if it be compared 
with the formation of the vileft infefl that crawls 
upon the furface of the temple ! 
<^cht« go minute a defcription of an edifice whfch 
time has refpe6:ed, may atieft the truth, and excufe 
the relation of the innumerable works, both in the 
capital and provinces, which Juftinian conftruSed 
on a fmaller fcale and lefs durable foundations '^\ 
In Conftantinople alone, and the adjacent fuburbs, 
he dedicated twenty^five churches to the honour of 
€hrift, the Virgin, and the faints : moft of thefe 
diurches were decorated with marble and gold; 
and their various fituation was (kilfully chofen in a 
populous fquare, or a pleafant grove ; on the mar** 
gin of the fea-(hore, or on fome lofty eminence 
which, overlooked the continents of Europe and 
Afia. The church of the Holy Apoftles at Con- 
^ fianttnoplfe, and that of St. John at Ephefus, appear 
to have been framed on the fame model : their 
domes afpired to imitate the cupolas of St. Sophia } 

»«* The fix books of the Edifices of Procopius are thus diftributed : the 
frft is confined to ConA^n^incplc ; xX\t Jteond includes Mtfopotami^ and 
Syria? the /^ir^, Armenia and the Euxine ; tht fnartb, Europe; tVi^ fi/:6^ 
Afu Minor and Paleftine •, the jlxtb, Egypt and Africa. Italy is forgot by 
thc emperor or the hiftorian, wUo publiihcd this work of adulation bc(o»c 
tlie date (A. D. 555-) of it* final conqueft. 

but 
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but the altar was more judictouflj placed under the chap. 
centre of the dome, at tbe jundion of four ftately ^^' 
porticoes, which more accurately exprefled the 
figure of the Greek crofs. The Vii^ of Jeruia* 
lem might exult in the temple ere^d by her 
Imperial votary on a mod ungrateful fpot, which 
afforded neither ground nor materials to the 
architect. A level was formed, by railing part 
of a deep valley to tbe height of the mountaiiu 
The {tones of a neighbouring quarry were hewa 
into regular forms ; each block was fixed on a 
peculiar carriage drawn by forty of the ftrongeft 
oxen, and the roads were widened for the paflage 
of fuch enormous weights. Lebanon furnilhed her 
loftieft cedars for the timbers of the church ; and 
the feafonable difcovery of a vein of red marble, 
fupplied its beautiful columns, > two of which, the 
fupporters of the exterior portico, were efteemed 
tl^ largeft in the world. The pious munificence 
of the emperor was difiufed over the Holy Land ; 
and if reafon fhould condemn the monafteries of 
both fexes which were built or reftored by Juftiniaa, 
yet charity mud applaud the wells which he funk, 
and the hofpitals which he founded, for the relief 
of the weary pilgrims. The fchifmatical temper 
of Egypt was ill-entitled to the royal bounty ; but 
in Syria and Africa fome remedies were applied to 
the difafters of wars and earthquakes, and both 
Carthage and Antioch, emerging from their ruins, 
might revere the name of their gracious benefac- 
tor ■*^ Almoft every faint in the calendar acquired 
the honours of a temple ; almoft every city of the 

»C7 Juftiftian onqc gave forty-five centenaries of goW (f 80,000/.) 
for the repairs of A£Uioch afttr the earthquake (John MaUla, lom. II, 
f. 146—149.). 

empire 
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empire obtained the folid advantages of bridges, 
hofpitals, and aquedufts ; but the fevere liberality 
of the monarch difdained to indulge his fubjefts in 
the popular luxury of baths and theatres. While 
Juftinian laboured for the public fervice, he was 
not unmindful of his own dignity and eafe. The 
Byzantine palace, which had been damaged by the 
conflagration, was reftored with new magnificencej 
and fome notion may be conceived of the whole 
edifice, by the veftibule or hall, which, from the 
doors perhaps, or the roof, was furnamed chalcCj 
or the brazen. The dome of a fpacious quadrangle 
was Supported by mafly pillars ; the pavement and 
walls were encrufted with many-coloured marbles 
—the emerald green of Laconia, the fiery red, and 
the white Phrygian ftone interfered with veins of 
a fea-green hue : the mofaic paintings of the dome 
and fides reprefented the glories of the African and 
Italian triuTnphs. On the Afiatic Ihore of the 
Propontis, at a fmall diftance to the eaft of Chal- 
cedon, the coftly palace and gardens of Heraeum **^* 
were prepared for the fummer refidence of Jufti- 
nian, and more efpecially of Theodora. The poets 
of the age have celebrated the rare alliance of 
nature and art, the harmony of the nymphs of the 
groves, the fountains, and the waves ; yet the crowd 
of attendants who followed the court complained 
of their inconvenient lodgings "*% and the nymphs, 

loS For tlic Heraeam, the palace of Theodora, fee Gyllius (de Bofphors 
Thracio, 1. iii. c. xi.), Aleman. (Not. ad Anecdoi. p. So, li. who quotes 
ftvcral epigrams of the Antholo^jy), and Ducange (C. P. Chrl(l. J. iv. c. 13. 
P« «75» 176). 

>^9 Compare, in the Edifices (1. t. c. xi.) and in the Anecdotes (c- 8. 
95.}, the ditferent iiylts of. adulation and malevolence : ftripc of the paint, 
©f cltanfed from the dirt, tiie oNje^l "appears to be tlie fame. 
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were too often alarmed by the famous Porphyrio, a 
whaJe of ten cubits in breadth, and thirty in length, 
who was ftranded at the mouth of the river San- 
garis, after he had infefted more than half a century 
the feas of Conftantinople "^ 

The fortifications of Europe and Afia were mul- Fonifica- 
tiplied by Juftinian ; but the repetition of thofe eu?^! 
timid and fruitlefs precautions expofes to a philo- 
fophic eye the debility of the empire*". From 
Belgrade to the Euxine, from the conflux of the 
Save to the mouth of the Danube, a chain of 
above fourfcore fortified places was extended along 
the banks of the great river. Single watch-towers 
were changed into fpacious citadels ; vacant walls, 
which the engineers contrafted or enlarged accord- 
ing to the nature of the ground, were filled. 
with colonies or garrifons; a ftrong fortrefs de- 
fended the ruins of Trajan's bridge "\ and feveral 
military ftations afieded to fpread beyond the Da- 
ne Procopius, 1, viii.29. ; ^^^ probably a* ftfanger and wanderer, as 
the Mediterranean does not breed whales. Balarns qaoque in noUra maria 
penetrant (Plin. Hift. Natur. ix. 2.). Between the polar circle and the 
iFopic, the cetaceous animals of the ocean grow to tlie length of 50, 80, or 
100 feet (Hift. des Voyages, torn. xi^ p. 289. Pennant*s British Zoology, 
vol. iii. p. 35.). 

*'i Montefquleu obfcrves (torn. Iii. p. 503. Confl derations fur la Gran«. 
(knr cc la Decadence des Romains, c. xx.) that Juflinian*s empire was like 
France in the time of the Norman inroads — never fo weak as when every 
village was fortified. 

»«» Procopius affirms (1 iv. c. 6 ) that the Danube was flopped by the 
ruins of the bridge. Had ApoIIodorus, the Architcf^, left a dcfcription of 
his own work, the fabulous wonders of Dion CafTius (1. Ixriii. p. 1129.) 
would have been corre£led by the genuine pi£lure. Trajan's bridge con- 
fided of twenty or twenty- two Hone piles with wooden arches j the river 
is (hallow, the current gentle, and the whole interval no more than 443 
(Reimar ad Dicn, from Marflgli] or 5T5 fvjfes (d*Anvi]le Ccogrnphle Anci- 
enne, torn. i. p. 305.}« 

nube 
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CHAP, hube the pride of the Roman name. But that 
. ^^l^ _ f name was divcfted of its terrors ; the Barbarians, 
in' their annual inroads, pafled, and contemptuoufly 
repafifed, before thefe ufelefs bulwarks ; and the 
inhabitants of the frontier, inftead of repofing under 
the ihadow of the general defence, were compelled 
to guard, with inceilant vigilance, their feparate 
habitations. The foUtude of ancient cities was 
repleniflied ; the new foundations of Juftinian 
acquired, perhaps too haftily, the epithets of im* 
pregnable and populous ; and the aufptcious place 
of his own nativity attraftcd the grateful reverence 
of the vaineft of princes. Under the name of 
yuJUniamr prUnn^ the obfcure village bfTaurefium 
biscame the feat of an archbifliop and a pracfeft, 
whofe jurifdi£tion extended over feven warlike pro- 
idnces of Dlyricum "' ; and the corrupt appella- 
tion of Giujlendil ftill indicates, about twenty miles 
to the fbuth of Sophia, the refidence of a Turkifh 
fanjak"*. For the ufe of the emperor's country- 
men, a cathedral, a palace, and an aquedu£t, were 
fpeedily conftrufted; the public and private edi- 
fices were adapted to the greatnefs of a royal city j 
and the ftrength of the walls refifted, during the 
life-time of Jultinian, the unfkllful aifaults of the 

■i| Of tlie two Dacias, Afcditerram'a and Rif-erfisy Dardania, Prwalltana, 
tlie Tecond MzHa, and die fecond Macedonia. See Jullmtan (Novell xi.)» 
who rpeaks of his caAIcs beyond the Danube, and of homines Temper bellicis 
fudoribut inhasrcntes. '' » ^ 

It* See d*Anvillp (Memoires de TAcademie, &c torn. xxxi. p. 2S9, 
mjo.)* Rycaut, (Prcffnt Siate of the Turkifli Empire, p. 57. 3i6.)> Mar- 
figU (State Miliure del Imperio Ottomano, p. 130.). Tlie'fanjak of 
GiuflendilU one of the twenty under thebejlcrbcg of Rurrclia, and his 
dlflri^t maintains 48 vm^mt and 588 timtrhtt, 
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Him^ and Sclavonians. 'Hidr progrefs was fome« chap.* 



times retarded) and their hopes of rapine were diC> 
appoioted^ by the innumerable caftles, which, in 
the provinces of £>acia, Epirus, TheiTaly, Mace- 
donia, and Thrace, appeared to cover the \frhoIe 
face of the eountry. Six 4iundred of thefe fortt 
were built or repaired by the emperor; but it 
feems reafonable to belirve, that the far greater 
part confiftcd only of a ftone or brick, tower, in 
the midft of a fquare or circular area, which was 
liuTounded by a wall and ditch, and afforded in a 
moment of danger fome protedion to the peafants 
and cattle of the neighbouring villages'". Yet 
thefe military works, which exbaufled the pubfic 
treafure, could not remove the jud apprehenixiiis 
of Juftinian and his European fubjefls. The warm 
baths of Anchialus in Thrace were rendered as fafe 
as they were falatary ; bur the rich paftures of The& 
falonica were foraged by the Scythian cavalry; the 
delicious vale of Tempe, three hundred miles from 
the Danube, was continually alarmed by the found 
of war "* ; and no unfortified fpot, however diftant 
or folitary, could fecurely enjoy the blellings of 
peace. The ftreights of Thermopylae, which 
feemed to protect, b\jt which had fo often betrayed, 
the (afety of Greece, were diligently ftrength- 

i>5 Thefe fortifications may be compared to the caftles in MinsreU* 
(Chardin^ Voyages en Perfe, tocn. i. p 60. X3i.)*-a natural pi£lure. 

116 The vailey of Tempe it fituate alon^ t}ie river Pcneirsy between tbr 
UUsof OITa and Olympoj : it it only five miles long, and in fome placet 
no more tban i»o ieet in breadth. Its vtrdant beauties are elegantly 
Mcribfed by Pliny (Hift. Nator. 1. ir. 2$-), and more diffufely by JEliun 

H:ft.Var. LiiLc. i.). 

ened 
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cned by the labours of Juftinian. From the edge 
of the fca-fliore, through the forefts and vallies, 
and as far as the fummit of the Thefialian moun- 
tains, a ftrong wall was continued, which occupied 
every prafticable entrance. Inftead of an hafty 
crowd of peafants, a garrifon of two thoufand fol- 
diers was ftationed along the rampart ; granaries of 
corn» and refervoirs of water, were pro-vided for 
their ufe; and by a precaution that infpired the 
cowardice which it forefaw, convenient fortrcffes 
were erefted for their retreat. The walls of Co- 
rinth, overthrown by an earthquake^ and the moul- 
dering bulwarks of Athens and Plataea, were care- 
fully reftored ; the Barbarians were difcouraged by 
the profpefi; of fucceflive and painful iieges ; and 
the naked cities of Peloponnefus were covered by 
the fortifications of the ifthmus of Corinth. At 
the extremity of Europe, another peninfula, the 
Thracian Cherfonefus, runs three days journey 
into the fea, to form, with the adjacent fliores of 
Afia, the ftreights of the Hellefpont. The inter- 
vals between eleven populous towns were filled by 
lofty woods, fair paftures, and arable lands : and 
the ifthmus, or thirty-feven ftadia or furlongs, had 
been fortified by a Spartan general nine hundred 
years before the reign of Juftinian "^ In an age 
of freedom and valour, the flighteft rampart may 
prevent a furprife ; and Procopius appears infen- 
fible of the fuperiority of ancient times, while he 

117 Xenophon Hellenic. 1. iii. c. 2. After a long and teclioos conveifa- 
tion with the Byzantine dccAainnerg, how rcfrt/hing is the truth, the fimpli- 
city, the clesanoe of an Attic writer ! . . 

praifes 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. iay 

pr^es the folid conftru&ion and double parapet 
of a wall, \vhofe long arms ilretcbed on either 
fide into the fea; but whofe ftrength was deemed 
infuffident to guard the Cherfonefus, if each city^ 
and particularly Galipoli and Seftus, had not 
been fecured by their peculiar fortifications. The 
iofig wall, as it was emphatically ftyled, was a 
work as difgraceful in the objed, as it was refped- 
able in the execution. The riches of a capital 
diffufe themfelves over the neighbouring country, 
and the territory of Conftanunople, a paradife of 
nature, was adorned with the luxurious gardens 
and villas of the fenators and opulent citizens. 
But their wealth ferved only to attract the bold axid 
rapacious Barbarians ; the nobleft of the Romans, 
in the bofom of peaceful indolence, were led away 
into Scythian captivity, and their fovereign might 
view, from his palace, the hoftile flames yhich 
were infolently fpread to the gates of the Imperial 
city. At the diftance only of forty miles. Ana* 
ftafius was conftrained to ellablilh a laft frontier; 
his long wall, of fixty miles from the Propontis to 
the Euxine, proclaimed the impotence of his arms ; 
and as the danger becs^me more imminent, new 
fortifications were added* by the indefatigable pru- 
dence of Juftinian "'. 

Afia Mmor, after the fubmimon of the Kau- Security of 
rians ^'% remained without enemies and without thT^^ 

qued of 
«i« S^e the long waU in Evagrius (l.iv. c. 38.). This whok article it 1^«"*» 

drawn from the iborth book of the Edifices^ except Anchialus (1. iil c. 7.). 
"9 Tttiti back to vol i. p. 454. In the courfe of this hiftory, I have 

innetiaics mentioned, and moch oftener flighted, the hafly inroiids oi the 

Uramnsy which were not attended with any confequences. 

Vol. VII. K forti. 
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a n A 9. fortifications, Thofe bold favages, who had dit 
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dained to be the fubjeds of Gallienus, perfifted 
two hundred and thirty years in a life of inde* 
pendence and rapine. The moft fuccefsful princes 
re^edbed the ftrength of the nrountains and the de- 
fpair of the natives j their fierce fpirrt was fome- 
times foofhed with giftSy and fometinres reftrained 
by terror ;>and a military count, with three legions, 
fix€d hi^ permanent and ignomintous ftation in the 
heart of the Roman provinces **^ But no fooner 
was the vigilance of power relaxed or diverted, 
than the light-armed fquadrons defcended from 
the hills, and invaded the peaceful plenty of Afia. 
Although the Ifaurians were not remarkable for 
ftature or bravery, want rendered them bold, and 
experience made them Ikilful in the exercife of pre- 
datory war. They advanced with fecrecy atid fpeed 
to the attack of villages and defencelefs towns; 
their flying parties have fometimes touched the 
Hellefpont, the Euxine, and the gates of Tarfus, 
Antioch, or Damafcus *" j and the f^oil was lodged 
in their inacceffibte mountains, before the Roman 
troops had received their orders, or the diftant pro- 
vince had computed its lofs. The guilt of rebel- 
lion and robbery excluded them from the rights 
of national enemies ; and the magiftrates were in- 
ftrufted by an edift, that the trial or puniAment 
of an Ifaurian, even on the feftival of Eafter, was 

1ZO Trcbellius Follio infiift. Au$uft. p. 107. Who lived under Dtocledan, 
or ConOantlne.. Sec Jikewife PanciroUis ad Not. Imp. Orient, c. ir5. 141^ 
3ce Cod. Thcodof. 1. ix. tit. 35. leg. 37. with a copious collcdive Annou- 
tion oi Codefroy, torn* iii. p- 15.6, 257. 

ii> See the full and wide extent of their inroads in Philoftorgius (HiA> 
l:g:Ief. J. xi. c, %,), with' Godefro/« learned Diflenations. 

■ a me- 
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-a meritorious zGt of ju&ice and piety "\ If the c h a p. 
captives werp condemned to domeftic flavery, they ^ 
maintained, with their fword or dagger, the private 
quarrel of their mailers ; and it was found expe- 
dient for the public tranquillity, to prohibit the 
fervice of fuch dangerous retainers. When their 
countryman Tarcaliflfaeus or Zeno afcended the 
throne, he invited a faithful and formidable band 
of Ilaurians, who infulted the court and city, and 
were rewarded by an annual tribute of five thou- 
fand pounds of gold. But the hopes of fortune 
dqx^pulated the mountains, luxury enervated the 
hardinefs of their minds and bodies, and in pro- 
portion as they mixed with mankind, they became 
lefs qualified fpr the enjoyment of poor and foli- 
tary freedom. After the death of Zeno, his fuc- 
ceflbr Anaftafius fupprefTed their penfions, expofed 
their perfons to the revenge of the people, banifhed 
them from. Conftantinople, and prepared to fuflain 
a war, which left only the alternative of vidory. oY 
fervitude. A brother of the lad emperor ufurped 
the title of Auguflus, his caufe was powerfully 
fupported by the arms, the treafures,, and the maga- 
zmes, collected by Zeno ; and the native Ifaurians 
muft have formed the fmiillefl portion of the 
hundred and fifty rboufand Barbarians under his 
flandard, which was fandified, for the fir ft time, 
by the prefence of a fighting bifhop. Their dif- 
orderly numbers were vanquifhed in the plains of 

i»* Cod. Juftinian. L ix. tit. 12. leg. to. The punifhments ftrefeverf— 
a fine of an hundred pounds of gold, degradation, and even death. The 
public peace might afford a pretence, but Zeno was dcfirous of nionopoli2inj 
the yalour and fcrvice of the Ilaurians. 

K z Phrygi'a 
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,Phrygia by the valour an4 difcipStie of the Godki; 

but a war of fix years almoft exhtufted the courage 
of the emperor **'• The Ifaurians retired to Aeir 
mountains; their fortreffes were fucceffively be- 
fieged and ruined ; their communication with the 
fea was intercepted j. the braved of their leaders 
died in arms; the furviving chiefs, before didr 
execution, were dragged in chains through the 
hippodrome ; a colony of their youth was tranf- 
planted into Thrace, and the remnant of the 
people fubmitted to the Roman govcirnment. Yet 
fome generations elapfed before their minds were 
reduced to the level of flavery. The populous vil- 
lages of Mount Taurus were Bled with horfemen 
and archers j they refifted • the imposition of tri- 
butes, but they recruited the armies of Juftinian ; 
and his civil magiftrates, the proconful of Gappa- 
docia, the count of liauria, ^nd the prsetors of 
Lycaonia and Pifidia, were invefted ^xath military 
power to reftraia the Uccndous pradice of rapes 
and aflaflinations ^^. 
Fortifict. If we extend our view from the tropic to the 
mouth of the Tanais^ we may obferve on one hand, 



tiont'ofiht 



m The Ifanrian war ami the tiiamp^ oi AliailaAas art briefly ^ ^^^J 
rrprefcnttd by John Malala (torn. ii. p. 106, i07.)f Cvasrius (1. ii>« c.35*I> 
Theophants (p. 1 1 S-«tto. ), and tht Chronicle of Marccltinus. 

tH Fonea ea rcgio (ftya jQflinian) virea habet, ncc in qUo Hitfert tk 
jra«ria» cboiish Procopitit (Parfic 1. i. c. iS.)f o^*^* ^ eiHntiai ^CerefK« 
hetwcci^ their miUctry charaAer ; yet in former tiMes the Lycaonlaiis »nd 
Pifidiana had defended their ribert/ againft the gnat king tXcA6)>bon. 
Anabifiif 1. ill c aO< Juftinim introduces fome faKeand ridiculouc eru* 
diti^ of tfaa a&cicnr empire of the Pifidiam, and of Lycaoo» who> after 
vititing Rome (looj before iCncas), save mama and pe^le to Lytraenla 
(NoTCll. a4,*5.»7. 3o.}4 

the 
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Ac precautions' rf Juftinian to curb the favages of c h a p. 
iEthiopia'*% and on the other, the long walls ,,^^^^^1 
which he conftfo&ed in Crimaea for the proteftion j'^JJI^^]*^ 
of his friendly Goths, a colony of three thouland the Ptrfijiii 
illepherds and warriors "'. From that peninfula ^~'''^''' 
to Trd>izond, the eaftern curve of the Euidne 
was fecured by forts, by alliance, or by religion : 
and the poffeflion of Lazica^ the Colchos of an* 
dent, the Mingrelia of modern, geography, foon 
became the objeA of an important wan Tre« 
bizond, in after-times the feat of a romantic em- 
pire, was indebted to the liberality of Juftinian 
for a church, an aqueduA, and a caftle, whofe 
ditches ar^ hewn in the folid rock* From that 
maritime city, a frontier-line of five hundred miles 
may be drawn to the fortrefs of Circefium, the 
laft Roman ftation on the Euphrates "*'. Above 
Trebizond immediately, and five days journey to 
the foutb, the country rifes into dark forefts and 
craggy mountains, as favage though not fo lofty 
as the Alps and the Pyrenees. In this rigorous 

XM See Procopiiis, PerTic. L i. c. 79. The altar of national concord, ~ 
ei annual (acrifice and oatbs, which Diocktian liad cre^ed^in the iflc of 
£iephaiuioe« waa dcmoliihed b/ JuAinian witiik(j policy than zcai. 

ta^.PmcopiiiadB Edifictis, L \\u c. 7. Hift. K viil. c. 3,4. Thefe un- 
aoAitioQa OfiClu had-Tefailcd to fbUow the ftandard of The odoric. As Ute 
as the icvth and XYith century, the name and nation might be discovered 
bctwcca Cafttaod Cl^eilfejlgbtaof Atopb (d*AnviUc Mcmoires de TAcadcmie, 
tool. Kxx« p. 240* V Th^ well dcfcrved Uie curioAty of Baibequius (p. i%t 
•*)ji(^) \ but feep^ 19 have vaoilbed in the more recent account of tho 
IliAwa d« U^an^ (torn* u )» Tote, Feyflonel, <Scc. 

U7 For the gco^nphy and archjtedure of this Armenian border, fee the . , 
fkrfiao Wars and Edifices (Liit c.4— 7. l.m. c a-^;.) ofFrocopius. ' 

K 3 climate. 
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CHAP* climate"*, where the fnows feldom melt, the 
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fruits are tardy and taftelefs, even honey is pot« 
fonous ; the moft induftrious tillage would be con« 
fined to fome pleafant vallies; and the paftcral 
tribes obtained a fcanty fuftenance from the flefh 
and milk of their cattle. The Chalybians '** de- 
rived their name and temper from the iron quality 
of the foil J and, fmce the days of Cyrus, they 
might produce, under the various appellations of 
Chaldseans and Zanians, an uninterrupted pre- 
fcription of war and rapine. Under the reign of 
Juftinian, they acknowledged the God and the 
emperor of the Romans, and feven fortreffes were 
built in the moft acceffible paffes, to exclude the 
ambition of the Perfian monarch "°. The prin- 
cipal fource of the Euphrates defcends from the 
Chalybian mountains, and feems to flow towards 

»»* The country is dcfcribtd by Toumefort (Voyage aa Levant,* torn. iti. 
letire xvii, xviii. ). That (kilful botanlft foon difcovered the plant that io- 
fcfls the honey ^Plin. xxi. 44, 45). he obferves, that the foldiers of Lu- 
cuilus might indeed be aftoni(hed at the cold| (tnce, even in the plain -of 
Erzeruin, fnow ibmetimes falls in June^ and the harvcfl is feldom finiihed 
before ^September. The hills of Armenia are below the fortieth degree of 
latitude; but In the mountainous country which I inhabit, it is weQ known 
that an afcent of fome hours carries the traveller from the climate of tangtle- 
doc to that of Norway , and a general theory lias been introduced, that 
under the line, an elevation of 9400 tcijn is equivaldit to the ^oM 6f the 
polar circle (Remood, Obfervations fur lea Voyagea de Ooite daoa la Suifle> 
torn. ti« p. i04.)t 

"9 The identity or proximity of the Chalybians, or Chaldeans, may be 
imreitigated in Strabo (Ixii. p. 815, 816.), Cellarius (Geograph. Antiq. 
torn. ii. p. 20^— ao4.) and Frcret (Mem. de I'Academie, torn. iv. p. $94.). 
Xencphon fuppofes, in his romance (Cyrapaed. 1. iii.), the fiimc Barbarians 
ag;un{t whom he had fought in his retreat (Anabafis, K iv.)* 

«3o Procopius, Pcrfic. 1. i. c 15. De £dific. 1. iii, €• ^ 

the 
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the weft and the £uxine ; bending to the fouth* c h a p- 
weft, the river paffee. under the walls of Satala *^ 
and Melitene (which were reftored by Juftinian 
as the bulwarks of the leiTer Armenia^ and gra- 
dually approaches the Mediterranean lea i till at 
lengthy repelled by Mount Taurus'^', the Eu- 
phrates inclines his long and flexible courfe to the 
fouth-eaft and the gulph o Perfia. Among the 
Roman cities beyond the Euphrates, we diftinguiih 
two recent foundations, which were named. from 
Theodoiius, and the relics of the martyrs ; and 
two capitals, Amida and Edefla, which are cele- 
brated in the hiftory of every age. Their ftrength 
was proportioned by Juftinian to the danger of 
their fituation. A ditch and palifade might be 
fufficient to refift the artlefs force of the cavalry of 
Scythia ; but more elaborate wojrks were required 
to fuftain a regular fiege againft the arms and 
treafures of the great king. His ikilful engineers 
underftood the methods of conducting deep muies, 
and of raifing platforms to the level of the ram- 
part: helhook.the ftrongeft battlements with his 
military engines, and fometimes advanced to the 
aflfault with a line of moveabie turrets on the 
backs of elephants. In the great cities of the 
Eaft, the di^dvantage of fpace, perhaps of pofi- 
tion, was compenfated by the zeal of the people^ 
who feconded the garrifon in the defence of their 
country and religion ; and the fabulous promife of 

131 Ki Taorusobftct in noAramarU venturus (Pomponius Mela, Hi. S-)^ 
Pliny, a poet as well as a naiuralift ^v. »a), perfonifics the river ard moun* 
tain, and defcribes their combat. See the courfe of the Tigris and Euphrates, 
in the excellent treatife of d*Anvilie. 

K 4 the 
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the Son of God, that EdeiTa ihoiild Utter 
be taken, filled the citizens with valiant confi* 
dence, and chilled the beliegers with doubt and 
dirmay''\ The fubordinate towns of Armenk 
and Mefopotamia were diligently ftrengthened^ 
and the pofts which appeared to hvfc any com- 
mand of ground or water, were occupied by nu- 
merous forts, fubftantially built of (lone, or mora 
haftily ereded with the obvious materials of earth 
and brick. The eye of Juftinian inveftigated 
every fpot; and his cruel precautions might at« 
tra£t the war into fome lonely vale, whofe peaceful 
natives, conneded by trade and marriage, were 
ignorant of national difcord and the quarrels of 
princes. Weltward of the Euphrates, a iandy 
defert extends above fix hundred miles to the 
Red Sea. Nature had interpofed ar vacant foli* 
tude between the ambition of two rival empires : 
the Arabians, tili Mahomet arofe, were formidable 
only as robbers ; and in the proud fecurity of peace^ 
the fortifications of Syria were negleded on the 
mofl: vulnerable fide. 
Death of But the national enmity, at leaft the effeSs of 
kingof*' ^hat enmity, had been fufpended by a truce, 
a"5"' oo which continued above fourfcqre years. An am- 

A. U* 408. /T» r • 

baOador from the emperor Zeno accompaiued 
the rafli and unfortunate Perozes, in his expedi* 
tion againft the Nepthalites or white Huns, whofe 

>)* Procopius (Perfic. l.ii. c. xi.) tells the Aory with the tone half foep- 
tical, half fuperditious, of Herodotus. The pFonufe was not in the primU 
five lye of Eufebms, but dates at kail from the year 400; m4 a third lye, 
the reroniea, was foon raifed on the two former (Evagrlus, I hr. c. 17.). 
As £defla bat been taken, TUlemont muft difdaim (he promife (Mem. Ecdes. 
torn.!, p. 36a. 393* 6i70< ^ 
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conquers had bem ftr^tched from the Cafpian to 
the heart of India, whoTe throne was enriched 
widi emeralds *", and whofe cavalry was fupported' 
by a Kne of two thoufaind elephants ***. The Per- 
fian^ wene twice circumvented, in a fitQatioa- 
which made valour ufelefs and flight impoffible; 
and the double viftory of the Huns was atchieved 
by military ftratagem. They difmifled their royal 
captive after he bad fubmilted to adore the ma*- 
jefty of a Barbarian; and the humiliatioQ was 
poorly evaded by the cafuiftical fubtility of the 
Magi, who inftruAed Perozes to direft his inten-* 
tion to the rifing fun. The indignant fucceflbr of 
Cyrus forgot his danger and his gratitude; he 
renewed the attack with headftrong fury, and loft 
both his army and his life'". The death of 

m Tbey were pnrdialed from the merchants of Adulit who traded to 
India (CofmaSy Topograph. Chrift. I xi. p. 33909 y^t> 'd the eftimateof 
precious riones, tbc Scythian emerald was the firft, the Badriati the fecond* 
the Mthkbpian only the third (HUl*s Tbeophmfhis, p. 61, &c. 9a.). Tbtf 
prodoAiony mines, Ac. of emeralds, are involved in darknefs; and it U 
dotibcful whether we pofl*cf8 any of the twelve forts known to the ancients 
{Gogaet, Origine des Loix, &c. part ii. 1. il c. 2. art. 3.). In this war tlic 
Hans sot» or at leaft Perozet lofti the fineit pearl in the world, of whioh 
Procopius relates a ridictilous fable. 

114 The Indo-8cytliae continued to rcign from the time of Auguftus 
(Diooyf. Perieget. loSS. witb thd Commlntary of Euftathius, in Hodlbn» 
Geogiaph« Minor, tamk iv.) to that of the elder Juftin (Cofmas, TopograplL 
Chrift. 1. xi« p. 338, 339.)* On their origin and conquefts, fee d*AnviJIe 
(Air rinde, p. xS. 4$, Ac. 69. %$- ^9 )• ^ <^* fecood century they %(efO 
saafton df Larice or Giuerat* 

1)5 See the fate of Phirouz or Perozes, and its confequences, in Proco* 
piQs (Pcrfic. LL €• 3—6.)) ^^ (Y>^ he compared with the fWigmentsof 
Oriental hil^ory (d*Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 351. and Texeira,Hiftory of 
PertU, tnuftate^ or Abridged by Sterens, 1. 1» c 32. p. 1 y»^ti%.). The 
chronology is atiy alcertainod by Aflbmaa ( Bibliot. Orient torn. iii. p. 396--» 
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<^ « A P. Perozes abandoned Berfia tohcjr foreign and domeftic 

^^^^^--m^ enemies ; and twelve years of confufion elapfed 
before his fon Cabades or Kobad could embrace 

ThePcrfian any defigns of ambition or revenge* The un- 
A. D. kind parfimony of Anaftafius was ^he nnotive or 

5^»-5os- pretence of a Roman war '^^ j the Hubs and 
Arabs marched under the Perfian ftandard, and 
the fortifications of Armenia and Mefopotaoiia 
larere, at that time, in a ruinous or imperfeft con-. 
4ition. The emperor returned his thanks to the 
governor and people of Martyropolis, for the 
prompt furrender of a city which could not be 
fuccefsfuUy defended, and the conflagration of 
Theodofiopolis might juftify the conduQ: of their 
prudent neighbours. Amida fuftained a long 
and deftrufTive fiege: at the end of three months 
the lofs of fifty thoufand of the foldiers of 
Cabades was not balanced by any profpeft of fuc- 
cefs, and it was in vain that the Magi deduced a 
' flattering prediftion from the indecency of the 
women on the ramparts, who had revealed their 
mod fecret charms to the eyes of the aflfailants. 
At length, in a filent night, they afcended the 
mod acceffible tower, which was guarded only by 
ibme monks, opprelTed, after the duties of a 
feftival, with fleep and wine. Scaling-ladders 
were, applied at the dawn of day ; the prefence of 
Cabades, his flern command, and his drawn 
fword, . compelled the Periians to vanquifli ; and 

M^ The Perftan war, under the reigns of Anaftafius and Jiiftin» may l>e 
eoUedled from Procopius (Perfic. Li. c 7, Sj 9*), TheoplianA (in Chio. 
nograph. p.. 124-— 127.)! Evagrius (J. iii. c. ^7,), Marceilinus (in Cbron.. 
F\47-}> ao^JoiueStylitca (apud ^(Tcnian. torn, i* p. a^ya— iiSi.}. 
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bcfdrc it was flieathed, fourfcbre thouland of the 
kihabitants had expiated the blood oF their com- 
})anioii&. After the fiege of Amida, the war 
contiBued three years, and the unhappy frontier 
tailed the full meafure of its calamities. The 
^old of Anaftafius was offered too late, the num- 
ber of his troops was defeated by the number of 
their generals ; the country was dripped of its 
inhabitants, and both the living and the dead were 
abandoned to the wild beads of the defert. The 
refinance of Edeflfa^ and the deficiency of fpoil, 
inclined the mind of Cabades to peace : he fold 
his conquefts for an exorbitant price; and the 
fame line, though marked with flaughter and 
d^Yaftation, ftill feparated the two empires* To 
avert the repetition of the fame evils, Anaftafius 
refolved to found a new colony, fo ftrong, that 
it fhould defy the power of the Perfian, fo far 
advanced towards Aflyria, that its ftationary troops 
might defend the province by the menace or 
operation of oflFenfive war. For this purpofe^ the Fordfica- 
town of Dara'^% fourteen miles from Nifibis, Dari^ 
and four days journey from the Tigris, was peopled 
and adorned ; the hafty works of Anaftafius were 
improved by the perfet^erance of Juftinian ; and 
without infifting on places lefs important, the for- 
tifications of Dara may reprefent the military 
architeSure of the age. The city was furrounded 
with two walls, and the interval between them, of 

sn The defcripcion of Dara is amply and correAIy given by Procopius 
(Perfic. 1. i. c. lo. 1. ii. c. 13. De £di^. J. ii. c. i, 2, 5. 1. lii. c. s*)' ^ce 
the fitoation in d*AnvUle (rSuphrate et le Tigre, p. 53, ^^^ ^^.}, though 
lie ftcms to double the interval between Dan and NiiibUt 

fifty 
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CHAP, fifty pdcci^ afforded a rdtreat to the cattle of the 
imttm^mm^ befieged. The imier wall was a monument of 
ftrength^ and beauty : it meafured fixty feet from 
* the ground, and the height of the towers was one 
hundred feetj the loop-holes, from whence an 
enemy might be annoyed with miffile weapons, 
were fmall, but numerous: tKe foldiers were 
planted along the rampart, under the (helter of 
double galleries, and a third platform, fpacious 
afad fecure, was raifed on the fummit of the 
tdwers*. The exterior wall appears to have been 
lefs lofty, but more folid; and each tower was 
protected by a quadrangular bulwark. A hard 
rocky foil refifted the tools of the miners, and on 
the fonth-eaft, where the ground was more trad* 
able, their approach was retarded by a new work, 
which advanced in the ihape of an balF«*moon« 
The double and treble ditches were filled with a 
ilream of water ; and in the management of the 
river, the moft fldlful labour was employed to 
ftipply the inhabitants, to diftrefs the befiegers, 
and to prevent the mifchieis of a natural or arti- 
ficial inundation. Data continued more than fixty 
yeaxs to fulfil the wiflies of its founders, and to 
provoke the jealoufy of the Perfians, who incef* 
iantly complained, that this impregnable fi^rtrefs 
had been conftru£ted in manifeft violaticm of the 
treaty of peace between the two empires. 
Thecafpian Between the Euxine and. the Calpian, thtf 
*4te$*^**'^ countries of Colchos, Iberia, and Albania^ are 
interfififled in every dire&ion by the branches of 
Mount Caucafus ; and the two principal gates^ or 
pafles, from north to ibuth, have been frequently 
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confounded in the geography both of the aodetts c ^^ '• 

znd moderns. The name of Cafpian or Albaman 

gates, is properly 84>plted to Derbend'", which 

occupies a (hort declivity between the mountains 

and the fea : the city, if we give credit - to • local 

tradition, bad been founded by the Greeks; and 

this dahgerous entrance was fortified by the kings 

of Perfia, with a mole, double walls, and doors 

of iron. The Iberian gates"'* are formed by a 

narrow paflage of fix miles in Mount Caucafus, 

which opens from the northern fide of Iberia or 

Georgia, into the plain that reaches to the Tanais 

and the Volga. A fortrefs, defigned by. Alex^ 

ander perhaps, or one of his fucceiTors, to com* 

mand that important pafs, had defcended by right 

of conqueft or inheritance to a prince of the 

Huns, who offered it for a moderate price to' the 

emperor : but while Anaftalius pauied, while he 

limoroufly computed the coft and the dlftance, a 

more vigilant rival interpofed, and Cabades for«> 

dbly occupied the ftreights of Caucafus* The 

Albanian and Iberian gates excluded the horfemetl 

of Scythia from the fhorteft and moft pra&icable 

roads, and the whole front of the mountams was 

il8 For the city and pafg of Deibend, fee d*Herbelot (BiblioC. Orient 
p. 157* ft9X* So7.)» Petite dt la Croix (Hift.de Ovnsifcan, 1. iv; €.9.), 
Hifiotre Genealosiqtte des Tatars (torn* i. p. ixo.), Oleariqt (Voyage ti^ 
Pcrlej p. i039«-.xo4T.)9 and Comeille le Broyn (Voyages^ torn. i. p. 146, 
147. ) : hb Tiew may be compared with the plan of Olearius, who jadges the 
watt to be oC flieBt and gravel hardened iMtimew 

t)9 Procopiusy though with feme con^fion, always denominates them 
CaffMJBi (Perfic. 1. i. c. lo). The pafs is now|ftyled Tatartopa, the Tartar- 
gate* (d*Anville^ Geographic Ancienne, torn* U. p. 1191 no.}* 

10 covered 
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.CHAP, eoveml by the rampart of Gog and Magog, the 
long wall which has excited the curiofuy of an 
Arabian caliph ^^ and a Ruffian conqueror **'. 
According to a recent defcription, huge (lones 
feven feet thick, twenty-one feet in length, or 
height, are artificially joined without iron or 
cement, to compofe a wall, which runs above three 
hundred miles from the (hores of Derbend, over 
the hills aad through, the vallies of D^gheftan 
and Georgia. Without a vifion, fuch a work 
might be undertaken by the policy of Cabades ; 
without a miracle, it might be accompli(hed by 
jbis fon^ fo formidable to the Romans under the 
name of Chofroes; fo dear to the Orientals, 
under the appellation of Nufliirwan. The Per- 
jQan monarch held in his hand the keys both of 
peace and war ; but he ftipulated, in every treaty, 
that Juftinian fhould contribute to the expence of a 
common barrier, which equally protected the two 
empires from the inroads of the Scythians '^\ 

VII. Juftinian fuppreffed the fchools of Athens 
and the confullhip of Rome, which had given fo 
many fages and heroes to mankind* Both thefe 

14-0 The imaginary imippart of Gog and Ma^of:, which was ferioufly 
fXplored and believed by a caiiph of the ixch centuiy, appears to be derived 
irom the giates of Mount Caucafus, and a vague report of the wail of China 
(Gcograph. Nubienfis* p. zSy^^yo. Memoires de PAcademiCy torn. xxxU 
pi aio— 219.)* 

141 See a learned diiTertation df Baler, Je muro Csite^tc, in Comment. 
Acad. Pctropol. ann. Z7a6> torn. t. p- 415— 463. ; but k is deftitute of • 
map or plan. When the czar Peter U became mafter of Derbend in the 
year 1722, the raeafure of the wail was found 10 be 3285 Ru0lan orgygi^^ 
or fathom, each of feven feet £ngii(h j in the whole fomew^ac moi'c than 
four miles in length. 

U« See the fortifieations and treaties of Cliofroes or Nufhirwaiij in Pro • 
Copiu» (rcrtic« 1.L c. 16. 22* i. il.) and d'Herbelot (p. 6^2 ). 
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inftitutions had long fince degenerated from their 
primitive glory ; yet fome reproach may be juftly 
inflifted oh the avarice and jealoufy of a prince, 
by whofe hand fuch venerable ruins were de- 
ftroyed* 

Athens, after her Perfian triumphs, adopted the J/Xthc^^ 
philoibphy of Ionia and the rhetoric of Sicily ; 
and thefe (Indies became the patrimony of a city 
whofe inhabitants, about thirty thoufand males^ 
condenfed, within the period of a fingle Kfe, the 
genius of ages and miHions,. Our fenfe of the 
digaity of human nature is exalted by the fimpld 
recoHeclion, that Ifocrates'*' was the companion 
of Plato and Xenophon ; that he aflifted, perhaps ^ 
with the hiftorian Thucydides, at the firft repre- 
fentations of the Oedipus of Sophocles and the 
Iphigenia of Euripides; and that his pupils 
JLfchines and Demofthenes contended for the 
crown of patriotifm in the prefence of Ariflotle, 
the mafter of Theophraftus, who taught at Athens 
with the founders of the Stoic and Epicurean 
fetls ***. The ingenuous youth of Attica enjoyed 
the benefits of their domeftic education, which 
was communicated without envy to the rival cities. 
Two thoufand difciples heard the leflbns of Theo- 

'4-% Thelife of Ifocratcs extends from Olymp. Ixxxvi. i. to ex. 3. (ante 
Cf.rjfl. 436—338.)- See Dlonyf. Hallcarn. torn. il. p. 149, 150. ediu 
Hudforu Fluurch (five anonymous), in Vit. X. Oratorumi p. 1538 — 
1343* edit* H« Steph. P^iot. cod. ccllx. p.. 1453* 

t44 The fbhools of Athens are coploufly though concifcly reprefentcd in 
ihe Fortona Attica of MeurAus (c. viiL p. 59-^3. in com. i. Opp.)- For 
the iUte and arts' of the city, fee the firi\ book of Paufanlas, and a fmall 
Traci of Dicxarchus (in tlie fecond volume of Hudfon^s Geosraphers^^ who 
wr.te abo^di Qiymp. cxvli. Dodw«:ll*8 Diflfertat. UCk, 4. ). 
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pYiraftus'^^; the fchools of rhetoric mad have 
been ftill more populous than thofe of philofophy ; 
;md a rapid fucceflion of ftudents diffafed the 
fame of their teachers, as fisir as the utmoft limits 
of the Grecian language and name. Thofe limits 
were enlarged by the vidories of Alexander ; the 
arts of Athens furvived her freedom and dominion; 
.and the Greek colonies, which the Macedonians 
planted in Egypt, and fcattered over Afia, un- 
dertook long and frequent pilgrimages to worfiiip 
the Mufes in their favourite temple on the banks 
of the Iliffus. The Latin conquerors refpedfuUy 
liftened to the inftruftions of their fubjefts and 
captives ; the names of Cicero and Horace were 
enrolled in the fchools of Athens j and after the 
pcrfeft fettlement of the Roman empire, the na- 
tives of Italy, of Africa, and of Britain, con- 
vcrfed in the groves of the academy with thdr 
fellow-ftudents of the Eaft. The ftudies of phi- 
lofophy and eloquence are 'congenial to a popular 
Hate, which encourages the freedom of inquiry, 
and fubmits only to the force of perfuafion. In 
the republics of Greece and Rome, the att of 
fpeaking was the powerful engine of patriot ifm or 
ambition ; and the fchools of rhetoric poured 
forth a colony of ftatefmen and legiflators. When 
the liberty of public debate was fupprefled, the 
orator, in the honourable profeffion of an advo- 
cate, might plead the caufe of innocence and 
juftice ; he might abufe his talents in the more 
profitable trade of panegyric j and the fame pre- 

H5 DJogcp. Ltcrt. de Vlt. Phitofoph. Lv. fcgm. 37* p 2S9- 
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Gq)ts continued to diftate the fandful declama* 
tions of the fophift, and the chafter beauties of 
hiftoricar compofition. The fyftems which pro- 
fefled to unfold the nature of God, of man, and 
of the univerfe, entertained the curiofity of the 
philofophic ftudent ; and according to the temper 
of his mind, he might doubt with the fceptics, or 
dedde with the ftoics, fublimely fpeculaie with 
Plato, or feverely argue with Ariftotle. The 
pride of the adverfe feds had fixed an unat- 
tainable term of moral happinefs and perfedion : 
but the race was glorious and falutary ; the dif- 
ciples of Zeno, and even thofe of Epicurus, were 
taught both to aft and to fuflfer ; and the death of 
Petronius was not lefs eiSeflual than that of Se- 
neca, to humble a tyrant by the difcovery of his 
impotence. The light of fcience could not in« 
deed be confined within the walls of Athens. 
Her incomparable writers addrefs themfelves to 
the hum^n race ; the living mailers emigrated to 
Italy and Afia ; Berytus, in later times, was de- 
voted to the ftudy of the law; aftronomy and 
phyiic were cultivated in the mufasum of Alex- 
andria i but the Attic fchools of rhetoric and phi- 
lofophy maintained their fuperior reputation fl*oni 
the Pdoponnefian war to the reign of Juftintan* 
Athens, though fituate in a barren foil, pofTefled 
a pure air, a free navigation, and the monuments 
of ancient art. That facred retirement was fel* 
dom difturbed by the bufinefs of trade or go^ 
vemment ; and the laft of the Athenians were 
diftinguiftied by their lively wit, the purity of 
their tafle and language, their fodalmantiers, affd 
Vol. VIL L fome 
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CHAP, fome txzc^ at leaft in dHcourfe, of die magna* 
/ nimlty of their father^ In the fuborbs of the 
city, the academy of the Platonifts, the Ijcaum of 
. the Peripatetics, the .portico of the Stoics, aad 
' the garden oY the Epicureans, were planted with 
. trees and decorated with flatues.} and the philo- 
fophers, inftca4* of beiqg immured in a cloifter, 
delivered their inftruflions in (pacious and plealant 
walks, which, at different, hours, were confe* 
crated to the esercifes of the mind and body. 
The genius of the founders flill lived in thoie 
venerable feats; the ambition of fucceeding to the 
mafters of human reafon, excited a generous emu- 
lation } and the morxt of the candidates was de* 
termined, on each vacancy, by the free voices of 
. an ttnlightened people. The Athenian profefibrs 
were paid by .their difciples : according to tbeir 
mutual wants and abilities, the price ^appears to 
have varied from a mina to a talent ; and Ifocrates 
himfelf^ who derides the avarice of the ibphifts, 
required in his fchodl of rhetoric, about tlurty 
^unds from each of his hundred pupils. The 
wages of induftry are jtiil and honourable, yet 
tht^ (ame. Ifocrates (bed tears at the -firil receipt 
of A ftipend ; the Stoic might blulb wh^n he was 
lixred to preach the contempt of money \ and I 
Should be fovry to difcover, that Ariftotle or Plato 
fo far degenerated from the example of Sociaites^ 
as to exchange knowledge for gold. But fome 
^Cppe^ty.of lands and houfes was Tettled by the 
p^miQion of the laws, and the legacies of de» 
cealed friends, on the philofophic chairs of Athena* 
l^ciirus :b^tij»)i^d to his diiciplei the gardcB* 

which 
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^hich Tie had porchafed for eighty mina or two chap. 
hundred and fifty pounds, with a fund fufficient ^^' 
for their Inigal fubfrftence and monthly fe& 
tivab*^; and che patrimony of Plato afforded 
an annual rent, which, in eight centuries, was 
gradually increafed from three to one thoufand 
pieces of gold '*^. The fchools of Athens were 
protefted by the wifeft and moft virtuous of the 
Roman princes. The library which Hadrian 
founded, was placed in a portico .adorned with 
pidures, ftatues, and a roof of alabafter, and fup« 
ported by one hundred columns of Phrygian 
marUe. The public falaries were ai&gned by 
the generous fpirit of the Antoninesj and each 
profeffor, of poKtics, of rhetoric, of the Platonic, 
the Peripatetic, the Stoic, and the Epicurean 
philofophy, received an annual ftipend of ten 
thoi^and drachmae, or more than three hundred 
pounds fterling'^*. After che death of Marcua^ 
thefe liberal donations, and the privileges attached 
to tbe ibrones of fcience, were aboliflied and re- 
vived, dinuniihed and enlarged : but fome vefttge 

>4^ See ihe ttAament of Epicunis in Diogen. Laert. h x. fesm* 16—10. 
p» 61 If 6 IS. Afingle epiftle (ad Fainiliares, xiii. i*) difpla/s tfaeinjuilice 
of the Areopagus, the fidcKty of the Epicureans, the dextrous politenefs of 
Cicero, and the mixture of contempt and e(Wem with which the Roman 
fenaton confidered the philoTopby and. pliiiofi>pbers of Greece* 

>47 Daroafciusyifl Vit. Ifidor. apud Photiom, cod. ccxlii. p. 1054. 

»4S S«c Luciao (in Eunech. torn. ii. p. 350 — 359. edit. Rcitz), Plilloflra* 
tvs (in Vit. Sophill. 1. ii. c. a.), and Dion Cafliu!t, or Xiphilin (1. Ixxt* 
p. ii95«}9 with their editors Du Soul, Olearius^ and Reimar, and, above all, 
Saloxaisua (ad HiA. Auguft. p. 7a.). A judicious philofophtr (Smith^l 
V/ealth of Nations, vol. ii. p. 340—374.) prefers the free contributions of 
the ftudencs to a fixed fiipend for the profeflbr. 
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9 ^ A p. of royal bounty may be found Under the fuc- 
'-.-^/'-^w ceflbrs of Conftanttifc ; and their arbitrary choice 
of an unworthy candidate might tempt the phi« 
lofophers of Athens to regret the days of inde- 
pend^ice and poverty '^\ It is remarkaUe, that 
the impartial favour of the Antontnes was be- 
, ilowed on the four adverfe feflis of philofophy, 
which they conddered as equally ufeful or at leaft | 
as equally innocent. Socrates had formerly been 
the glory and the reproach of his country ; and 
the firft leiTons of Epicurus fo ftrangely fcan> 
dalized the pious ears of the Athenians^ that by 
his esile, and that of his antagonifls^ they filenced 
all vain difputes concerning the nature of the 
gods« But in the enfuing year they recalled the 
hafty decree, reftored the liberty of the fchools, 
and were convinced, by the experience of ages, 
that the moral charaAer of philofophers is not 
a(Fe6led by the dtverfity of their theological fpecu* 
lations**^ 
T)iey ane ^he Gothic zftM wtte lefs fatal to the fchools of 
bv^'uiu-'* Athens than the eftabliflunent of a new religion, 
ni-n. whofe minifters (uperfcded the exerciie of reafon, 

refolved every queftitm by an article of faith, and 
condemned the infidel or fceptic to eternal flames. 

>49 Bruckcr, Iiiil.Crit, Pbitolbplu torn. ii. p. 310, Jcc. 

i(o The Uirth of Epicurus \g Axed to the ytar 341 before Cbrin (Bayl«). 
Olympiad cix. 3.$ and he opened hit fchool at Athens, Olymp. cxviii. 3. 
306 years heibrc the fame xra. This intolerant law (Atlunseus, 1. xiii. 
p. tfio. Dicgen. Lacrtius» Lv. C 3S. p« 290. Julius Pollux, ix. 5.) ^vas 
enabled in tlic fame, or the fuccecding year (Sigonius, Opp. tonl. v. p. 6*. 
^ Menagius, ad Diogcn. Laert. p. 204. Corfini Fafti Attici, rmn.W. p. 67, 
6S.}. Thcophra^TuSp chief of the Pcripaceticti and difciple of Ariftotle, v(if 
involved in the fame exik* 
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la many a volame of laborious controverfyy thef chap. 
ezpofed the weakneTs of the un^erftandinfr and ^i^-v^^ 
the corruption of the heart, infulted hnman nature 
b the fages of antiquity, and profcribed the fpirit of 
philofophical inquiry, fo repugnant to the doArine,* 
or at lead to the temper, of an humble beh'ever. 
The furviving fe£t of the Platonifts, whom Plato 
vould have blofiied to acknowledge, extravagantly 
mingled a fublime theory with the pradice of fu- 
perftition and magic ; and as they remained alone 
IB the midft of a Chriftian world, they indulged a 
iecret rancour againft the government of the church 
and fiate, whofe feverity was ftill fufpended over 
their heads. About a century after the reign of 
Julian ''', Proclus '^^ was pertnitted to teach in the Prochis. 
phHofophic chair of the academy, and fuch was 
his induftry, that he frequently, in the fame day, 
pronounced five lefibns, and coropofed feven hun« 
dred lines. His fagacious mind explored the 
deepeft queftions of morals and metaphyfics, and 
he ventured to urge eighteen arguments againft 
the Chriftian dodrine of the creation of the world. 
But in the intervals of ftudy, he per/anally con- 
verfed with Pan, ^fculapius, and Minerva, in 
whofe myfteries he was fecretly initiated, and whofe 

>$i This is no fanciful a*ra: the Pagans rrckoned their calamities from' 
the reign of their hero. Proclus, whofe nativity is marked hy Ws horofcope 
(A, D. 4i», Fbbniary 8, at C. P.)» rf««d «»4 y«r8 ««o It^iaw fim<n^Mtt^f 
A.D. 4S5. (Marin, in VitA Procli^ c. 36.). 

ir* The life of Prochis, by Marinus, was pablifhed by Fabricius (Ham- 
borgh, 1700, ct ad cak-m J ibKot. Latin. Lond. 1703). See Suidas itonviii. 
p 1S5, iS6.)» Fabricius (Bibliot. Grace, t v. c.a6. p. 449— 55*- )> *■*** ' 
Erucker (Hift. Grit. Phllofoph, torn. ii. p, 319—326.). ^ 
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proftrate ftatoes he a^red; m the devout per* 
fiiaiion that the philofepher, who is a citizen of the 
univerfe, (hould be the prieft of its various deities. 
An ecHpfe of the fun announced his approaching 
end ; and his life^ with that of his fcholar Ifidore '^\ 
compiled by two of their mod: teamed d^ples^ 
exhibits a deplorable pidure of the fecond child- 
Hisibcccf. hood of buoian reafira. Yet the golden chain, as 
**A. D, it was fondly ftyled, of the Platonic fucceffion, 
4»j--5»9- contmued forty-four years from the death of Pro- 
clus to the edift of Juftinian '^^, which impofed a 
perpetual filence on the fchools of Athens, and ex- 
cited the grief and indignation of the few remain- 
ing votaries of Grecian fcience and fuperftition. 
^ ^even friends and philofbphers, Diogenes and 
^erqiias, Eulalius and Prifcian, Damafcius, Ifi- 
dore, and SimpUcius, who difiented from the re- 
ligion of their fovereign, embraced the refiJution 
of feeking in a foreign land the freedom which was 
denied in their native country. They had heard, 
and they credulouily believed, that the republic of 
Plato was realized in the defpotic government of 
Perfia, and that a patriot king reigned over the 
happieft and moft virtuous of nations. They were 
foon aftoniibed by the natural difcovery, that Perfia 
refembled the other countries of the globe ; that 
Chofroes, who affefted the name of a philofopher, 
was vain, cruel^ and ambitious ; that bigotry, and 

*fl T^ltic of Ifidorr vnt con^ofed by Danufeius (apud Phodiim> cod. 
ccxlii. p. iQ»S— 1076.). Sec tbc laft age of the Pag»a philofoplicr^ ia 
Bffuckcr (torn. U. p. 341—351.)- 

>54 The Aippreflion of the Ichools of Athens is recorded 1^ John MalaU 
ftma. ii. p. iS'« AirD«cioCtir.Sol.)f and an anonyiaotti .Chronicle in the 
ViHOB Uhrary (^ud Ateman. p. 106. )« 
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a fyitk of intK^efafice, prevailed among the Magi ; c h a W 
.that the nobles were haughty, the couptiew fervile, <— vw 
and the mag?ftrate$ unjaft ; that the guHiy forne* 
times efcaped, and that the innocent were often 
oppreffed. The difappointment of the phtlofo- 
phers provoked them ro overlook the real virtues 
of the Perfians ; and they were fcandalized, more 
deeply perhaps than became their profeflion, with 
the plurality of wives and concubines, the incefl:- 
uotts marriages, and the cuftom of expofing dead 
bodies to the dogs and vultures, inftead of hiding 
them in the earth, or conftiming them with fire. 
Their repentance was expreflcd by a precipitate 
return, and they loudly declared that they had 
rather die on the borders of the empife^ than en- 
joy the wealth and favour of the BarbariM. From 
this journey, however, they derived a benefit which 
r^eds the pureft luftre on the charafter of Chof- 
roes. He required, that the feven fages who had 
vifited the court of Perfia, ihould be exempted * 
from the penal laws which Juftinian enaded againft 
his Pagan fubjeds ; and this privilege, exprefsly 
(lipuhted in a treaty 6f peace, was guarded by the 
vigilance of a powerful mediator'*'. Simplidus Theiaiiof 
and his companions ended their lives in peace and fo^^* 
obfcurity ; and as they left no difciples, they ter- 
minate the long lift of Grecian philofophers, who 
may be juftly praifed, notwiihftanding their de- 
fefts, as the wifeft and moft virtuous of their con- • 

'5S AgathUs (Lii. p. 69, 7o, -*i.) relates this curious iloiy. Chofroeft 
afcended tbe throne in tl.e year 531, and made bis firit peace with the Ro« 
maoB In the beginning 9! 533, a date moil compatible with bisj^M^ fame 
and tbe t/^/age of Ifidore (AiTeman. Bibliot. Orient, torn. iii. p«404» Pagi» 
conu U. p. 543. 550.)* ' 
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CHAP, temporaries The wfitingn of SmpIidiK are now 

y^^.T'm^ extant. His pbyfical and iMtaphyfical eomment- 
aries on Ariftotle have pafied aw^y with the &• 
ibion of the times ; but his moral interpretation of 
£pi£ketus» is preferved in the library of natbns, 
as a claiSc book, mod excellently adapted to diw£t 
the wUl, to purify the heart, and to confirm t^e 
underftanding, by a jufl: confidence in the nature 
both of God and man. 
Tbenoinan About the ikme time that Pythagoras firft in- 
ex?fnS. ^^^^^ ^^^ appellation of philofopher, liberty and 
ed by jufti. xht confulfhip were founded at Rome by the elder 
^.i>'5M- Brutus. The revolutions of the confular office, 
which may be viewed in the fuccelfive lights (^ 
a fubdance, a ihadow, and a name, have been oc- 
caTionally mentioned in the prefent hiftory. The 
firft maturates of the republic had been cbofen by 
the people, to exercife, in the fenate and in the 
camp, the powers of peace and war, which were 
afterwards tranflated to the emperors^ But the 
tradition of ancient dignity was long revered by the 
Romans and Barbarians. A Gothic hiftorian ap- 
plauds the confulfliip of Theodoric as the height 
of all temporal glory and greatnels"''; the king 
of Italy himfelf congratulates thofe annual favour- 
ites of fortune, who, without the cares, enjoyed 
the fplendour of the throne ; and at the end of a 
thoufand years, two confuls were created by the 
fovereigns of Rome and Conftantinople, for the 
fole purpofe of giving a date to the year, and a 

ij6 CafTidor. Variarum Epift. vi. i. Jomandes-, t. 57. p. 696. edit. 
Grot« QH^ AilDOtum bonum prlmumque in mundo decu3 edicltur. 
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feflival ID the people. Bat the expences of this c h a f. 
feftiYsl^ in which the wealthy and the vain afpired v^X-> 
to furpais their predeceflbrs, inrenfibly arofe to the 
enormous fum of fourfi;x>re thoufand pounds ; the 
wifed fenators declined an ufelefs honour, which 
involved the certain ruin of their families ; and to 
this reludance I fliould impute the frequent chafnis 
in the laft age of the confalar Fajii. The prede- 
ceffors of Juftinian had affifted from the public 
treafures the dignity of the lefs opulent candidates; 
the avarice of that prince preferred the cheaper and 
more convenient method of advice and regula- 
tion'". S&ien procej^ons or fpeftacles ' were the 
number to which his edift confined the horre an^ 
chariot races, the athletic fports, the mufic, and 
pantomimes of the theatre, and the hunting of 
wild beafts ; and fmall pieces of filver were dif- 
creetly fubftituted to the gold medals, which had 
always excited tumult and drunkennefs, when they 
were fcattered with a profufe hand among the 
popuJace. Notwithftanding thefe precautions, and 
his own example, the fuccefTion of confuls finally . 
ceafed in the thirteenth year of Juftinian, whofe 
defpotic temper might be gratified by the filent 
extindion of a title which admoniflied the Romans 
of their ancient freedom '*'. Yet the annual con- 
fulfliip ilili lived in the minds of the people ; they 

»$7 See the rcgalitlons of Juftinian (Novell, cv.) , dated at Conftantinoiilc, 
July 5, and addrefled to Stratepiu^, trcafurer of the empire. 

i$« ProcojMiif, in Anecdct. c. 16. Alcman. p. 106. In the xvii-th year 
after the confulfhtp of Bafilius, according to the reckoning of Marccll.nus, 
ViQoTy Mantis, &c. the ft c ret hUlory was compofcd, and, In the eyes of 
Pfocopius^ iHc confulfliip was finally aboli(hed* 
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c H A p. « fondly espeded ks ipeedy reftoratibn ; they 
ai^lauded the gracious condefcenfion of Aicceffive 
princes, by whom it was aflumed in the (irft year 
of their reign ; and three centuries elapfed, after 
the death of Joftinian, bdTore that obfolete dig- 
nity, which had been fuppreifed by cuftoin, could 
be abolifhed by law **'. The- imperfeft mode of 
diftingui(hing each year by the name of a ma- 
giftrate, was ufually fupplied by the date of a 
permanent aera: the creation of the world, ac- 
cording to the feptuagint Vferfion, was adopted by 
the Greeks '*^ ; and the Latins, fince the age of 
Charlemagne, have computed their time from the 
birth of Chrift'^'. 

»59 By Leo the philofophcr (Novell, xciv. A. D* S86«>«>9Sl.)» See ^gi 
(DifTertat. Hypatica, p. 3*5-^362 ) and Ducanve (GlolT. Grcc* p. »635» 
1636 ). Even the title was vilifitd ; confulacus codiciUi • . • . vilefcunt^ 
fayi the emperor himfelf. 

160 According to Julius Afrlcanus, Sec, the world wm created the firft 
of Septemher, 550S years, three months, And twenty^ive days before tbe 
* birth of Chrift (fee Pezron, Antiqutte del Terns defendiie, p. 20— 98.} S 
and this «ra his been ufcd by the Greeks, the Oriental ChriiUana, andl even 
by the Ruffians, till the reign of Peter 1. The period, however arhunry, i& 
clear and convenient. Of the 7296 years which are (bppofcd to elapfe fince 
the creation, wc (hall find joqo of ignorutce and darknefs ; ftooo either 
fabulous or doubtfuij tooo of ancient hiftory, commencing; with tbe FerOao 
empire, and the republics of Rome and Athens ; 1000 from the fall of the 
KoitMn empire in the weft to the difcovery of Annerica; and the remaining 
296 will aliTiod com|.ieic three centuries of the modern (late of Europe and 
n.abkind. 1 regret this chronology, (b tar preferable to our double and 
perplexed method of couating backwards and forwards tbe years before and 
after the Chriftian »ra. 

>6t The aera of the world has prevailed in the £aA fince the vidi general 
council (A. D. 681;. In the Weft theChriftia'i «m was fit ft invented in 
the vlth century : it was propagated in the viiith by the autlx>ricy and 
w.ritin«:s 01 venerable Bc^^e } but it was not till the xth that the ufe became 
k^.^I and popular. See TArt dc verifier le> Dates, Diffcrt. ProKniinaixiey 
p. iii. xii. Diftionaire Diplomatique, torn. i. p 529^337. > tlie works of 
a Uborious fociety of Bcnedi€line monks. 
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CHAP. XLL 

Conquejls of Jujlinian in the WeJl.^-^CharaSer and 
firjl Campaigns of Belifarius. — He invadei and 
fuhdues the Vandal Kingdom of Africa* ^^ His 
Triumph. — The Gothic War* — He recovers Sicily^ 
Naples y and Rome. — Siege of Rome by the Goths. 
— Their Retreat and Loffes. — Surrender of Ra^ 
venna. — Glory of Bclifarius. — His domejiic Shame 
and Misfortunes. 



CHAP. 
XLI. 



TTCTHEN Juftinian afcended the throne, about 

fifty years after the fall of the Weftern ^^.^-^z-** 
empire, the kingdoms of the Go4hs and Vandals /jfo/vj^^ 
had obtained a folid, and, as it might feem, a '"""^de 
legal eftablifliment both in Europe and Africa, a. 0/533. 
The titles which Roman victory had infcribed, 
were crazed with equal juftice by the fword of the 
Barbarians ; and their fuccefsful rapine derived a 
wore venerable fanftion from time, from treaties, 
and from the oaths of fidelity, already repeated 
by a fecond or third generation of obedient fubjefts. 
Experience and chriftianity had refuted the fuper- 
ftitious hope, that Rome was founded by the gods 
to reign for ever over the nations of the earth. ' 
But the proud claim of perpetual and indefea- 
fible dominion, which her foldiers could no longer 
maintain, was firmly aflcrted by her ftatefmen and 
lawyers, whofe opinions have been fometimes 
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revived and propagated in the modern fchools of 
jurifprudenee. After Rome herfelf had been 
dripped of the Imperial purple, the princes of Con- 
ftantinople affumed the folc and facred fceptre of 
the monarchy j demanded, as their rightful inhe- ^ 
ritance, the provinces which had been fubdued by 
the confuls, or pofleifed by the Caefars ; and feebly 
afpired to deliver their faithful fubjefts of the 
Weft from the ufurpation of heretics and Barba- 
rians. The execution of this fplendid deHgn was 
in fome degree refcrved for Juftinian. During 
the five firft years of his reign, he reluftantly 
waged a coftly and unprofitable war againft the 
Perfians; till his pride fubmitted to his ambition, 
and he purchafed, at the price of four hundred and 
forty thoufand pounds fterling, the benefit of a 
precarious truce, which, in the language of both 
nations, was dignified with the appellation of the 
tndlefs peace. The fafety of the Eaft enabled th^ 
emperor to employ his forces againft the Van- 
dals ; and the internal ftate of Africa afforded aa 
honourable motive, and promifed a powerful fup- 
port, to the Roman arm^ '. 
sntrof the Accordipg to the teftament of the founder, the 
Hijcicrici African kingdom had lineally defcendcd to HiU 
d^ric the eldeft of the Vandal princes. A' mild 



A. D, 

5*3—550- 



« The complete feries of tlie Vandal war is related by Procopius In a 
regular and elegant narrative (\i. €.9—2$. I. ii. c. 1 — 13.) J »nA happy 
wohM be my lot, could I always tread In the footfteps of fu^h a gtnde. ' 
From the entire and diligent pcrufal of the Greek text, I have a rUht to 
pronounce that the Lntin and French verfions of Grotiu^ and Coofin may 
not be implicitly trufted : yet the prefsdtnt Coufin hr4 been often praifed^. 
and H«i5o Grotiu^ was the firft fcboiar of a learned age, 
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difpofirion inclined the fon of a tyrant, the grand- ^ h^^ p. 
Ton of a conqueror » to prefer the counfels of cle- w w^w 
mency and peace ; ^nd his acceflion was marked 
by the falutary edid, which reftored two hundred 
bifhops to their churches, and alloy^ed the free 
profeifion of the Athanafian creed \ But the Cap 
thoiics accepted, with cold and tranfient gratitude, 
a favour fo inadequate to their pretentions, and the 
virtues of. Hilderic oflFended the prejudices of his 
countrymen* The Arian clergy prefumed to infi* 
nuate that he had renounced the faith, and the 
foldiers more loudly complained that he had dege^^ 
nerated from the courage, of his anceftors. His 
amb^tifadors were fufpefied of a fecret and difgrace- 
ful. negociation in the Byzantine court; and his 
general, the Achilles^, as he was named, of the 
.Vandals, loft a battle againft the naked and dil^ 
orderly Moors. The public diicontent was exaH Oefimer, 
perated by Gelimer, whofe age, defcent, and mi- 530—514. 
litary fame, gave him an apparent title to the 
Aicceifion: he alTumed, with the confent of the 
nation, the reins of government ; and his unfor« 
runate fovereign funk without a ftruggle from the 

* See Ruirtart, Hift. Pcffccut Van:laK c. xfi. p. 589. His bed evidence 
is drawn from tlve life of St. Fulgcntios, compofed by ons of l)is dirdplei, 
frtnfcnbffd in a gnat meafure in the annaU of BarooiuSi and pniiced in 
Icveral great coiUd^iont (Caralog. Bibiioc. Bunavisnx^ totn. if vohii. 

I For what quallcr of the tnind or body f For fpecd, or beaoty, or 
valour ?-*ln what language did the Vandals read Homer ?-^Did be fpe«k 
German?— The Latin* liad fcur verfions (Fabric, torn.*. I. ii. c. 3. p. 2')f.)i 
yrtinfpiteof Uie prjiifes of Seneca (Confol- c 26), ttwy appear tohavo 
been more fuccefsful in imitating, than in traoflating^ the Gretk poets. But 
tlie name of Achilles mi^ht be famous and popular, even anwA;; the illiteraM 
Bnrbarians. 

throne 
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CHAP. Ayrtyne to a di^ingeon, where he was ftri^flly guarded 
^«^„^^ with a faithful counfeilor, and his unpopular ne- 
phew fibe Achilles of the Vandals. But the indu1« 
gence whioh Hilderic had ihewn to his Catholic 
•fubijeds had powerfull}r recomoiended him to the 
iefvouif of Juftinian, who, for the benefit of bis 
ownieA^ could acknowledge the ufe and jufiice 
of religious toleration : their alliance, while the 
ni^phew of Juftin remained in a private ftation, 
^0ras cemented by die mutual exchange of gifts 
jund letters ; and the emperor Juftinian afTerted the 
<»ufe of royalty and friendibip* In two fucceffive 
ttthbaffics, he admonUhed the ufurper to repent of 
im treaibn, or to abftain, at leaft, from any further 
Tioknce, which might provoke the dtfpleafure of 
'God and of the Romans; to reverence the laws of 
Jtbidred and fuccefficoi, and to fuffer an infirm old 
loaii peaceably to end his days, either on the 
, ibrone of Carriage, or in the palace of Conftan- 
tinople. The paffions or even the prudence of 
'Gelimer compelled him to reje£l thefe requefts, 
.^hich were .urged in the haughty tone of menace 
•and command ; and he juftified his amlMtion in a 
language rarely fpoken in the Byzantine court, by 
'alleging the right of a free people to remove or 
' puniih their chief magiftrate, who had failed^tn the 
•execution of the kingly office. After this fruitlefs 
.expoftulation, the captive monarch was more 
•^i-tgoroufly treated, his nephew was deprived of his 
eyes, and the cruel Vandal, confident in his ftrength 
.and diftance^ derided the vain threats and flow 
preparations of the emperor of the Eaft. Juftiniaa 
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refolved to deliver or retrenge his friend^ Oelimer chap. 
to maintain his ufurpatioa : and the war ^yas pre- ^^..^.^ 
ceded, according to the praftice of civilized 
nations, by the mofl folemn-proteftations that each 
party was fincerely defirous of peace. 

The report of an African war was grateful only oc^^atrs on 
to the vain and idle populace oF Conftantinppie, w!r^^''^*" 
whofe poverty exempted them from tribute, and 
whoTe cowardice was feldom expofed to military 
fervice. But the wifer citizens, who judged of the 
future by the paft, revolved in their memory the 
immenfe lofs, both of men and money, which the 
empire had fuflained in the expedition of Bafilif- 
cu$. The troops, which, after five laborious cam- 
paJgns, had been recalled from the Perfian froniier, 
dreaded the fea, the climate, and the arms of ap 
unknown enemy. The minifters of the finances 
computed, as far as they might compute, tke 
demands of an African war ; the taxes which muft 
be found and levied to fupply thofe infatia^e 
demands ; and the danger, left their own lives, or 
at leafl their lucrative employments, ihould be 
made refponfible for the deficiency of the fupply. 
Infpired by fuch felfifh motives (for we may not 
fufpe^ him of any zeal for the public good), 
John of Cappadocia ventured to oppofe in full 
council the inclinations of his mailer. He coi^ 
fefled, that a vidory of fuch importance could 
not be too dearly purchafed ; but he reprefented 
in a grave difcourfe the certain difGciulties and the 
uncertain event, " Vou undertake,*' faid the 
prscfeft, ^^ to befiegc Carthage by land, the 
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" diftance is not left than one hundred and forty 
days journey j on the fea; a whole year * muft 
elapfe before you can receive any intelligence 
" from your fleet. If Africa fhould be reduced, 
^^ it cannot be preferved without the additional 
*^ conqueft of Sicily and Italy. Succefs will im- 
•• pofe the obligation of new labours ; a fingte 
•* misfortune will attraft the Barbarians into the 
*' heart of your exhaufted empire/' Juftinian felt 
the weight of this falutary advice j hewas confounded 
by the unwonted freedom of an obfequious fervanf ; 
and the defign of the war would perhaps have been 
relinquiflied, if his courage had not been revived 
by a voice which filenced the doubts of profane rea- 
•fon. «' I have feen a vifion,'' cried an artful or 
fenatic bifiiop of the Eaft. " It is the will of 
^ heaven, O emperor ! that you (hould not abandon 
** your holy enterprife for the deliverance of the 
•* African church* The God of battles will march 
*• before your ftandard, and difperfe your enemies.. 
** who are the enemies of his Son.** The empe- 
ror might be tempted, and hia counfellors were 
conftrained, to give credit to this feafonable reve- 
lation : but they derived more rational hope from 
the revolt, which the adherents of Hilderic or 
Athanafius had already excited on the borders of 
the Vandal monarchy. Pudentius, an African 
fubjeO, had privately fignified his loyal intentions, 

4 vf /e«r-— abford exiggoncion ! The «or.queA of Africa may be daud 
A.D. 533, September 14: it U celebrated by Juflinlan in tl)e preface to his 
Inilicutesi which were publfflied November 11, of the fame year. Includ- 
ing the voyage and return> fucb a connqpatation miglit be truly applied to 
Mr Indian empire. 
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and a fmall military aid reftored the province of c h a pi 
Tripoli to the obedience of the Romans. The go- <^i>^w 
vemment of Sardinia had been entrufted to Godas, 
a valiant Barbarian ; he fufpended the payment of 
tribute, difclainied his allegiance to the ufurper^ 
and gave audience to the emiflaries of Juftinian, 
who found him mailer of that fruitful iiland^ at the 
bead of his guards, and proudly invefted with the 
eniigns of royalty. The forces of the Vandals 
.were diminiihed by difcord and fufpicioh ; the Ro- 
man armies were animated by the fpirit of Belifa- 
rius ; one of thofe heroic names which are familiar 
to every age and to every nation. 

The Africanus of new Rome was bom, and per* chanacr 
haps educated, among the Thracian peafants', ofBcllS-* 
without any of thofe advantages which had formed ""*• 
the virtues of the elder and the younger Scipio ; 
a noble origin, liberal (tudies, and the emulation of 
a free flate. The filence of a loquacious fecretary 
may be admitted, to prove chat the youth of Beli&- 
rius could not afford any fubjed of praiie : he 
ferved, moft aifuredly with valour and reputation, 
among the private guards of Jullinian; and when 
his patron became emperor, the domeftic was pro- 
moted to military command. After a bold inroad 
into Perfarmeaia, in which his glory was ffaared 
by a colleague, and his progrefs was thecked by aa 
enemy, Belifarius repaired to the important fta* 
• > 

ra{v xiiTof (Procop. Vandal. 1. i. c, iiO< Aleman (Not. ad Anccdot. 
p« 5.), an Italian, could eafily reject the German vanity of Giphanins and 
VeUienis, wliowifhed to claim the heroj but hia Germania, a metropolis 
•f Thrace, I cannot find in any civU or ecclefiafttcal lifts of the provincea 
and cities. 

Y9i-.vn. M • tion 
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CHAP, tion of Dara, where he firft accepted the fervice 

>_r-,^ of Procopius, the faithful companion, and diligent 
^'^bJpT^ hiftorian, of his exploits \ The Mirranes of Per- 
sian war, ' fia advanced, with forty thoufand of her beft troops, 
329-I532. to raze the fortifications of Dara ; and fignified the 
day and the hour on which the citizens (hould pre- 
pare a bath for his refrefhment after the toils of 
viftory. He encountered an adverfary equal to 
himfelf, by the new title of General of the Eaft ; 
his fuperior in the fcience of war, but much infe- 
rior in the number and quality of his troops, which 
amounted only to twenty-five thoufand Romans 
and fl rangers, relaxed in their difcipline, and hum- 
bled by recent difafters. As the level plain of 
Dara refufed all fhelter to ftratagem and ambufh, 
Belifarius protected his front with a deep trench, 
which was prolonged at firft in perpendicular, and 
afterwards in parallel lines, to cover the wings of 
cavalry advantageouily potted to command the 
flanks and rear of the enemy. When the Roman 
centre was fhaken, their well*timed and rapid 
charge decided the conflift : the ftandard of Perfia 
fell ; the immortals fled ; the infantry threw away 
their bucklers, and eight thoufand of the van- 
xjuiihed were left on the field of battle. In the next 
campaign, Syria was invaded on the fide of the 
defert j and Belifarius, with twenty thoufand men, 
haftened from Dara to the relief of the province. 
During the whole fummer, the defigns of the ene- 
my were baflHed by his fkilful difpofitions : he 

6 The two drd Perfian campaigns of Belifarius are fairly aod copioufly 
rtlattd by his fecretary (Pcrfic. L i. c. la— i8t}. 
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preffed their retreat, occupied each night their chap. 
camp of the preceding day, and would have fe- ^^1-^,.-^ 
cured a bloodlefs viftory, if he could have refifted 
the impatience of his ov^rn troops. Their valiant 
promife was faintly fupported in the hour of battle ; 
the right wing was expofed by the treacherous or 
cowardly defertion of the Chriftian Arabs ; the 
Huns, a veteran band of eight hundred warriors, 
were oppreffed by fuperior numbers ; the flight of 
the Ifaurians was intercepted ; but the Roman in- 
fantry flood firm on the left, for Belifarius him- . 
felf, difmounting from his horfe, (hewed them that 
intrepid defpair was their only fafety. They turned 
their backs to the Euphrates^ and their faces to the 
enemy; innumerable arrows glanced without eSeft 
from the compa£): and (helving order of their 
buckkrs ; an impenetrable line of pikes was op- 
pofed to the repeated alTaults of the Perfian cavalry; 
and after a refiflance of many hours, the re- 
maining troops were ikilfuUy embarked under the 
ihadow of the night. The Perfian commander 
retired with diforder and difgrace, to anfwer a 
ftri£l account of the lives of fo many foldiers which 
he had confumed in a barren vidory. But the 
fame of Belifarius was not fuUied by a defeat, in 
which alone he had faved his army from the con- 
fequences of their own ra(hnefs : the approach of 
peace relieved him from the guard of the eaftem 
frontier, and his condud in the fedition of Cqn* 
flantmople amply difcharged his obligations to the 
emperor. When the African war became the topic 
of popular difcourfe and fecret deliberation, each of 
the Roman generals was apprehenfive, rather than 

M 2 ambitious. 
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CHAP, ambitious, of the dangerous honour ; but as foon 
.^l^i;^ as Juftinian had declared his preference of fupc- 
rior merit, their envy was rekindled by the unani- 
mous applaufe which was given to the choice of 
Belifarius. The temper of the Byzantine court 
may encourage a fufpidon, that the hero was darkly 
ai&fted by the intrigues of his wife, the hit and 
fubtile Antonma, who alternately enjoyed the con- 
fidence, and incurred the hatred, of the emprefs 
Theodora. The birth of Antonma was ignoble, 
iiie defcended from a family of charioteers ; and 
her chaftity has been ftained with the fouled re- 
proach. Yet ihe reigned with long and abfdute 
power over the mind of her illuftrious hufband; 
and if Antonina dtfdained the merit of conjugal 
fidelity, (he exprefled a manly friendfhip to Belila- 
rius, whom ihe accompanied with undaunted refo- 
lution in all the hardfliips amd dangers of a military 
life^ 
Prepara. ' The preparations for the African war were not 
tte AfriLm unworthy of the laft conteft between Rome and 
^^> Carthage. The pride and flower of the army con- 

' ^^^' fifted of the guards of Beliiarius, who, accordii^ 
to the pemicions indulgence of the times, devoted 
themfelves by a particular oath of fidelity to the 
fervice of their patron. Their ftrength and figure, 
for which they had been curiouily fekded, the 
goodnefs of thdr horfes and armour^ and the aiS* 
duous prance of all the exerdfes of war» enabled 

them to a& whatever their courage m^ht prompt; 

* 

7 See the hiith tmd charaaer of AnV0iiiiia> ia the Anccd^m, cuM 
Ihcnocnof AicnuoBiift, p. j, 

and 
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and dieir eoorage was exalted by the focial honour 
of their rank, and the perfonal ambition of favour 
and fortune. Four hundred of the braveft of the 
Heruli marched under the banner of the faithful 
and zSdve Pharas; their untradable valour wa$ 
more highly prized than the tame fubmtffion ot the 
Greeks and Syrians ; and of fuch importance was 
it deemed to procure a reinforcement of fix hun- 
dred Ma&getae, or Huns, that they were allured 
by fraud and deceit to engage in a naval expedition. 
Five thoufand horfe and ten thoufand foot were 
embarked at Conftantinople for the conqueft of 
Africa, but the infantry, for the molt part levied 
in Thrace and Ifauria, yielded to the more pre- 
vailing ufe and reputation of the cavalry ; and the 
Scythian bow was the weapon on which the armies 
of Rome were now reduced to place their principal 
dependence. From a laudable defire to aflert the 
dignity of his theme, Procopius defends the fol- 
diers of his own time againft the morofe critics, 
who confined that refpeftable name to the heavy- 
armed warriors of antiquity, and malicioufly ob- 
ferved, that the word archer is introduced by Ho- 
mer * as a term of contempt. '^ Such contempt 
" might perhaps be due to the naked youths who 
** appeared on foot in the fields of Troy, and, 
^^ lurking behind a tomb-ftone, or the ihield of a 



s See the prefice of Procopius. The enemiet of archery might quote the 
reproaches of DIomede (Iliad. A* ^%^^ &c.) and the permictere vulnera 
ventis of Lucan (viii. 384.) : yet the Romans could not defpife the arrows 
of the Parthians ; and an the fiege of Troy, Pandarus^ Paris, and Teucer, 
pierced thofe haughty warriors who infulted them a| women or children. 



M 3 ** friend. 
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CHAP. " friend, drew the bow-ftring to their breaft% 



XLI. 



and dirmiflfcd a feeble and lifelefs arrow. But 
'* our archers (purfues the hiftorian) are mounted 
" on horfes, which they manage with admirable 
*' fkill ; their head and (houlders are proteded by 
*' a calk or buckler ; they wear greaves of iron on 
*' their legs, and their bodies are guarded by a coat 
** of mail. On their right fide hangs a quiver, a 
^* fword on their left, and their hand is accuftomed 
** to wield a lance or javelin in cloTer combat. 
** Their bows are ftrong and weighty ; they (hoot 
*' in every poflibic direftion, advancing, retreating, 
** to the front, to the rear, or to either flank; 
*' and as they are taught to draw the bow-ftring 
** not to the breaft, but to the right ear, firm in* 
*' deed muft be the armour that can refifl; the ra- 
" pid violence of their (haft." Five hundred 
tranfports, navigated by twenty thoufand mariners 
ef Egypt, Cilicia, and Ionia, were collefted in the 
harbour of Conftantinople. The fmallcft of thefe 
vefiels may be computed at thirty, the largeft at 
five hundred cons ; and the fair average will fupply 
an allowance, liberal, but not profufe^ of about 
one hundred thoufand tons '% for the reception of 

thirty- 

9 i^iVfViv y-iv ixu,^'j} iTiKoLcriiff toJ« J& at Jr.p* (Iliad. A. 12;.) How ccn.- 
clfc — liow juft — hojv bcaucilul is the whole pifture! I fee the attitudes ot 
the archer— I hear the twanging of the bow : 

»o The text appears to allow for the largcfl vcflcls 50,000 nDedimni, or 
3CO0 tons (finjc the mcJimnui weighed 160 Roman, or 1 20 averdupoij>, 
pO'Jnds). 1 hnve given a more rational interpretation, by fuppofing that the 
Accic (\y]e of Procopius conceals ilic legal and popular motiiuif a Hxrh part of 
t'le tKfdir-irui ^12oopcr*8 Ancient Meafurcs, p. 152, &c.}. A contrary, and 

indc.d 
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thiTty.five thoufand foldters and Tailors, of five chap. 
thoufand horfes, of arms, . engines, artd military ^^^^Auj* 
ftores, and of a fuiEcient ftock of water and pro- 
Tifions for a voyage, perhaps, of three months. 
The proud gallies, which in former ages fwept the 
Mediterranean with fo many hundred oars, had 
long fince difappeared ; and the fleet of Juftinian 
was efcorted only by ninety-two light brigantines, 
covered from the miilile weapons of the enemy, 
and rowed by two thoufand of the brave and robuft 
youth of Conftantinople, Twenty-two generals are 
named, moft of whom were afterwards diftin- 
guiihed in the wars of Africa and Italy : but the 
fupreme command, both by land and fea, was de- 
legated to Belifarius alone, with a boundlefs power 
of afting according to his difcretion as if the em- 
peror himfelf were prefent. The feparation of the 
naval and military profeffions is at once the efFe£i: 
and the caufe of the modern improvements in the 
fcience of navigation and maritime war. 

In the feventh year of the reign of Juftinian, Departure 
and about the time of the fummer folftice, the AasH^/ 
whole fleet of fix hundred ftiips was ranged in J"""^- 
martial pomp before the gardens of the palace. 
The patriarch pronounced his benediction, the 
emperor fignified his laft commands, the generars 
trumpet gave the fignal of departure, and every 
iieart, according to its fears or wifhes, explored 

indeed a Annger miftake, has crept into an oration of Dinarchus (contra 
Demollhcnena, in Rciflce Orator. Grace, torn- iv. P. ii. p. 34. ). By reducing 
the numhgr of (hips from 500 to 50, and tranfla'ing /xsdipo* by mirtSf or 
pounds, Coufin has generoofly allowed 500 tons foi the whole of the Im- 
peiiil fleet !— Did he never think? 

M 4 with 
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CHAP, yfnih anxious curiofity the omens of misfortune and 
fuccefs. The iirfl: halt was made at Perinthus or 
Heraclea, where Beliiariua waited five days to re* 
ceive fome Thracian horfes^ a military gift of his 
{bvereign. From thence the fleet purfued their 
courfe through the midft of the Propontis ; but as 
they ftruggled to pafs the ftrei^s of the Heile- 
fpont, an un&vouraUe wind detained them four 
days at Abydus, where the general exhibited a 
memorable lefibn of firmnefs and feverity* Two 
of the Huns» who in a drunken quarrel had flain 
one of their fellow-foldiers^ were inftantly ihewn to 
the army fufpended on a lofty gibbet. The na« 
donal indignity was refented by their coumrymeO) 
who difclaimed the fervile laws of the empire^ and 
afierted the ft-ee privilege of Scythia, whereafmait 
fine was allowed to expiate the hafty fallies of in* 
temperance and anger. Their con^aints were 
fpedous, their clamours were loud, and the Ro 
mans were not averfe to the example of diforder 
and impunity. But the ri(ing fedition was ap- 
peafed by the authority and eloquence of the ge* 
neral : and he reprefented to the aflembled troops 
the obligation of juftice, the importance of difci- 
pline, the rewards of piety and virtue, and the un* 
pardonable guilt of murder, which, in his appre* 
henfion, was aggravated rather than excufed by the 
vice of intoxication". In the navigation ft:om 
the Hellefpont to Peloponnefus, which the Greeks, 

It 1 have read of a Greek leglflator, who infilled a deuhU penalry on the 
crimes commuted in a ftate of intoxication : but it ftfmj agreed that this 
V(-as rather a political than a mor;il law. 

6 after 
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;iter the liege of Troy, had performed m four c ha p. 
days '% the fleet <^ Belifarius was gtiided in their 
courfe by hb mafter-galley, confpicuous in the day 
by the rednefs of die fails, and in the night by the 
torches blazing from the maft-head. It was the 
duty of the pilots, as they fteered between the 
iflands, and turned the capes of Malea and Tacna- 
liam, to preferve the juft order and regular inter* 
vals of fucfa a multitude of (hips ; as the wind 
was fair and moderate, their labours were not 
imfuccdsfttl, and the troops were fafely ^ifismbarked 
at Methone on the Meflenian coaft, to repofe thenv* 
felves for a while after the fatigues of the fea* In 
this place they experienced how avarice, invefted 
with authority, may fport with the lives of thou* 
fands which are bravely expofed for the public fer* 
vice« According to military practice, the bread or 
bifcuit of the Romans was twice prepared in the 
oven, and a diminution of one-fourth was cheer- 
fully allowed for the lofs of weight. To gain 
this miferable profit, and to fave the expence of 
wood, the prdcfe£l John of Cappadocia had given 
orders that the flour (hould be flightly baked by 
the fame fire which warmed the baths of Conftan* 
tinople : and when the facks were opened, a foft 
and mouldy pafte was diftributed to the army« 
Such unwholefome food, affifted by the heat of the 
climate and feafon, foon produced an epidemical 

lA Or even in three dayi, fince they anchored the firft tvening in the 
neighbouring ifle of Tenedos : the fccond day they failed to Len>o8, the 
third to the promontory of Euboea, and on the fourtii they reached Argoa 
(Horner^ OdylT T, 130— i S3. Wood's EflTay on Homer, p. 40-*46.)« A 
pirate (ailed from the Hellcfpont to the feaport at Sparta in thiee daya 
(XenophoDt HeUen. 1. il c. !.}• 

difeafe, 
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CHAP, difeafe, which fwept'away five hundred foldrers* 
Their health was reftored by the diligence of Beli- 
farius, who provided frefli bread at Methonc, 
and boldly expreffed his juft and humane indigna- 
tion: the emperor heard his complaint; the 
geheral was praifed ; but the minifter was not pu- 
niQied. From the port of Methone, the pilots fteered 
along the weft em coaft of Peioponnefus, as far as 
the ifle of Zacynthus or Zant, before they under- 
took the voyage (m their eyes a moft arduous 
voyage) of one hundred leagues over the Ionian 
fea. As the fleet was furprifed by a calm, fixteen 
days were confumed in the flow navigation ; and 
even the general would have fuffered the intole- 
rable hardfliip of thirft, if the ingenuity of Anto- 
nina had not preferved the water in glafs bottles, 
which (he buried deep in the fand in a part of the 
(hip impervious to the rays of the fun. At length 
the harbour of Caucana'\ on the fouthem fide 
of Sicily, afforded a fecure and hofpitable fhelter. 
The Gothic officers who governed the ifland in the 
name of the daughter and grandfon of Theodoric, 
obeyed their imprudent orders, to receive the 
troops of Juftinian like friends and allies : provi- 
fions were liberally fupplied, the cavalry was 
remounted '% and Procopius fodn returned from 
Syracufe with correft information of the ftate and 

ts Caucana, near Camarina, is at lead 50 miles (350 or 400 ftadla) from 
Syracafe (Cluver, Sicilia Anciqua, p. 191.). 

14 Procopius, Gothic. 1. i. c, 3. Tibi tolllt hinnitum apta quadrijls 
equa, in the Sicilian paftures of Grofphus (Herat. Cnrm. ii. 16.). Acraga* 
• . • . magnanlmiim quondam generator equorum (Virg. y¥!neid. iii. 704.). 
Thero*s horfts, whofc vidlories arc immortalized by Pindar, were bred in 
this country. 
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defigns of the Vandals. His intelligence deter- ^ ^^^ *». 



mined Belifarius to haften his operations, and his 
wife impatience was feconded by the winds. The 
fleet loft fight of Sicily, paffed before the ifle of 
Malta, difcovered the capes of Africa, ran along 
the coaft with a ftrong gale from the north-eaft, 
and finally caft anchor at the promontory of 
Caput Vada, about five days journey to the fouth 
of Carthage **. 

If Gelimer had been informed of the approach ^*ds*on !he 
of the enemy, he muft have delayed the conqueft coafi of 
of Sardinia, for the immediate defence of his per* September. 
fon and kingdom. A detachment of five thou- 
fand foldiers, and one hundred and twenty gallies, 
would have joined the remaining forces of the 
Vandals ; and the defcendant of Genferic might 
have furprifed and opprefled a fleet of deep-laden 
tranfports incapable of aftion, and of light bri- 
gantines that feemed only qualified for flight. Be- 
lifarius had fecretly trembled when he overheard 
his foldiers, in the paflage, emboldening each 
other to confefs their apprehenfions : if they were 
once on (hore, they hoped to maintain the 
honour of their arms ; but if they fliould be * 

attacked at fea, they did not blufli to acknowledge 
that they wanted courage to contend at the fame 
time with the winds, the waves, and the Bar- 
barians '^ The knowledge of their fentiments 

»5 The Caput vada of Procopius (where JuAinUn afterwnrds founded a 
c*ty— de £dific« I. vl. c. 6.) is the proaiontcry of Ammonin Scrabo, the 
Brachodes of Ptolemy, the Capaudia of the modcrns> a long narrow Hip that 
ruo& into the Tea (Shaw*s Travels, p. ii i.). 

16 A centurion of Mark Aniony exprefled, though in a more manly 
Arain, the £ime diilike to the Tea and to naval combats (Plutarch in An* 
conio, p. 1730. edit. Hen. Stepb.). 
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CHAP, decided Belifarius to feize the firfl: opportunity of 



landing them on the coaft of Africa; and he 
prudently rejeded, in a council of war, the pro- 
pofal of failing with the fleet and army into the 
port of Carthage. Three months after their 
departure from Conilantmople, the men and horfes, 
the arms and military (lores, were fafely difem* 
barked, and five foldiers were left as a guard on 
board each of the (hips, which were difpofed in 
ihe form of a femicircle. The remainder of the 
troops occupied a camp on the fea-lhore, which 
they fortified, according to ancient difdpline^ 
with a ditch and rampart; and the difcovery of 
a fource of frefh water, while it allayed the thirft, 
excited the fuperftitious confidence, of the Ro- 
xnans. The next morning, fome of the neigh- 
bouring gardens were pillaged; and Belifarius, 
after cbaflifing the offenders, embraced the flight 
occafion, but the decifive moment, of inculcating 
the maxims of juftice, moderation, and genuine 
policy. " When I firft accepted the commiffion 
**of fubduing Africa, I depended much lefs,** 
faid the jgeneral, " on the numbers, or even the 
** bravery, of my troops, than upon the friendly 
•* difpofition of the natives, and their immortsi 
^ hatred to the Vandals. You alone can deprive 
•* me of this hope : if you continue to extort by 
•^rapine what might be purchafed for a little 
" money, fuch acts of violence will reconcile 
^ thcfe implacable enemies, and unit& them in ^ 
•*jufl and holy league againfl the invaders of 
** their country." Thefe exhortations were; en-t 
Ibrced by a rigid difcipline, of which the foldiers 

thegi*^ 
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themfelves foon felt and praifed thefalutary cflfeSs, chap; 
The inhabitants, inftead of deferting their houfes, ^ 
or hiding their corn, fupplled the Romans with a 
iair and liberal market : the civil officers of the 
province continued to exercife their funftions in 
the name of Juftinian ; and the clergy, from 
motives of confcience and intereft, affiduoufly 
laboured to promote the caufe of a Catholic em- 
peror. The fmall tov^^n of Sullefte '% one day's 
journey from the camp, had the honour of being 
foremoft to open her gates, and to refume her 
ancient allegiance : the larger cities of Leptis and 
Adrumetum imitated the example of loyalty as 
foon as Belifarius appeared; and he advanced 
without oppofition as far as GrafTe, a palace of 
the Vandal kings, at the diftance of fifty miles 
from Carthage. The weary Romans indulged 
themfelves in the refrefhment of fliady groves^ 
cool fountains, and delicious fruits ; and the pre- 
ference which Procopius allows to thefe gardens 
over any that he had feen, either in the Eafl: or 
Weft, may be afcribed either to the taftc or the 
fatigue of the hiftorian. In three generations 
profperity and a warm climate had dilTolved the 
hardy virtue of the Vandals, who infenfibly 
became the moft luxurious of mankind. In their 
villas and gardens, which might deferve the Per^p 

*7 SuUe^e is perhaps the Turri Hannlbalis^ an old building} now as large 
as the Tower of London. The march of Belifarius to LeptiSy AdrumetunH 
Ac* is iliuftrated by the campaign o( Caefar (Hircius, dt Belb Afncaao, with 
ttte Analyfcof Guichardc)^ and Sluiw*s Travels ip. 105— si 3.) in the fame 
fpUDtry. 
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Can name of paradife '% they enjoyed a cool and 
elegant repofe ; and, after the daily ufe of the 
bath, the Barbarians were feated at a table profufely 
fpread with the delicacies of the land and fea. 
Their filken robes, loofely flowing after the 
fafliion of the Medes, were embroidered with gold : 
love and hunting were the labours of their life, 
and their vacant hours were amufed by panto- 
mimes, chariot-races, and the mufic and dances 
of the theatre. 
Defeats the In a march of ten or twelve days, the vigilance 
friibame* of Belifarius was conftantly awake and aftive 
againft his unfcen enemies, by whom in every 
place, and at every hour, he might be fuddenly 
attacked. An officer of confidence and merit, 
John the Armenian, led the vanguard of three 
hundred horfe; fix hundred Maflagetae covered 
at a certain didance the left flank ; and the whole 
fleet fl:eering along the coaft, feldom loft fight 
of the army, which moved each day about twelve 
miles, and lodged in the evening in ftrong camps, 
or in friendly towns. The near approach of the 
Romans to Carthage filled the mind of Gelimer 
with anxiety and terror. He prudently wiihed to 
protrafl: the war till his brother, with his veteran 
troops, ftxould return from the conqueft of Sar- 
dinia ; and he now lamented the rafii policy of 

*' Ilot^sitro; xaXXiro; a.'sot^nm vp ii/xm; Krf4.a, The pafadifes, a 
ftame and faftiion adopted from Perfia, may be reprcfented by the royal gar. 
den of Ifpahan (Voyage d^Oleirius, p. 774). See, in the Greek romances, 
their mod pcrlcft model (Longus, PaftoraL 1. iv. p.99— »«!• Achilles 
Tatius, l.i. p. 2», »3-)- , . 
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his anceflors, who, by deftroying the fortifica- 
tions of Africa, had left him only the dangerous 
refource of rifking a battle in the neighbourhood 
of his capital. The Vandal conquerors, from 
their original number of fifty thoufand, were mul- 
tiplied, without including their women and child- 
ren, to one hundred and fixty thoufand fighting 
men : and fuch forces, animated with valour and 
union, might have crufhed, at their firft landing, 
the feeble and exhaufted bands of the Roman 
general. But the friends of the captive king were 
more inclined to accept the invitations, than to 
refift the progrefs, of Belifarius ; and many a 
proud Barbarian difguifed his averfion to war 
under the more fpecious name of his hatred to the 
ufurper. Yet the authority and promifes of Geh'- 
mer coIleScd a formidable army, and his plans 
were concerted with fome degree of military IkilK 
An order was difpatched to his brother Ammatas, 
to coUetl all the forces of Carthage, and to en- 
counter the van of the Roman army at the dif- 
tance of ten miles from the city : his nephew 
Gibamund, with two thoufand horfe, was def- 
tined to attack their left, when the monarch him- 
felf, who filently followed, fliould charge their 
rear, in a fituation which excluded them from the 
aid or even the view of their fleet. But the rafii- 
nefs of Ammatas was fatal to himfelf and his 
country. He anticipated the hour of attack, 
outftripped his tardy followers, and was pierced 
with a mortal wound, after he had flain with his 
own hand twelve of his boldeft antagonifts. His 
Vandals fled to Carthage j the highway, almoft 
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CHAP, ten miles, v/zb fh;ewed with dead bodies ; and it 
feemed incredible that fuch multitudes could be 
llaughtered by the fwords of three hundred Ro- 
mans. The nephew of Gelimer was defeated 
after a flight combat by the fix hundred Mafla- 
getas: they did not equal the third part of his 
numbers ; but each Scythian was fired by the 
example of his chief, who glorioufly exercifed the 
privilege of his family, by riding foremoft and 
alone to fhoot the firfl arrow againft the enemy. 
In the meanwfiile, Gelimer himfelf, ignorant of 
the event, and mifguided by the windings of the 
hills, inadvertently pafled the Roman army, and 
reached the fcene of aflion where Ammatas had 
fallen. He wept the fate of his brother and of 
Carthage, charged with irrefiftible fury the ad- 
vancing fquadrons, and might have purfued,. and 
perhaps decided the vi£tory, if he had not wafted 
thofe ineftimable moments in the difcharge of a 
vain, though pious, duty to the dead. While bis 
fpirit was broken by this mournful office, he heard 
the trumpet of Beliiarius, who leaving Antonina 
and his infantry in the camp, prefled forwards 
with bis guards and the remainder of the cavalry 
to rally his flying troops, and to reftore the for- 
tune of the day. Much room could not be found 
in this diforderly battle for the talents of a 
general ; but the king fled before the hero ; and 
the Vandals, accuftomed only to a MooriQi enemy, 
were incapable of withftanding the arms and dif- 
cipline of the Romans. Gelimer retired with 
hafty fteps towards the defert of Numidia ; but 
h$ had foon (he confoUtion of learning that his 
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private orders for the execution of Hilderic ^d chap. 
his captive friends had been faithfully obeyed, v-— ,*^ 
The tyrant's revenge was ufeful only to his . 
enemies. The death of a lawful prince excited 
the compaflion of his people ; bis life might have 
perplexed the vidorious Romans ; and the lieu* 
tenant of Juftinian, by a crime of which he was 
innocent, was relieved from the painful alterna- 
tive of forfeiting his honour or relinquiOiing his 
conquefts. 

As foon as the tumult had fubfided, the feveral Re<fuaioti 
parts of the army informed each other of the A.^Dr$3^' 
accidents of the day; and Bclifarius pitched his Sept. 15. 
camp on the field of victory, to which the tenth 
mile-ftone from Carthage had applied the Latin 
appellation of decimus* From a wife fufpicion of 
the ftratagems and refources of the Vandals, he 
marched the next day in order of battle, halted 
in the evening before the gates of Carthage, and 
allowed ^ night of repofe, that he might not, in 
darkneffi and diforder, expofe the city to the li- 
cenfe of the foldiers, or the foldiers themfelves to 
the fecret ambufli of the city. But as the fears 
of Bellfarius were the refult of calm and intrepid 
reafon, he was foon fatisfied that he might con- 
fide, without danger, in the peaceful and friendly 
afpeft of the capital. Carthage blazed with in- 
numerable torches, the fignals of the public joy ; 
the chain was removed that guarded the entrance 
of the port; the gates were thrown open, and 
the people, with acclamations of gratitude, hailed 
and invited their Roman deliverers. The defea^ 
of the Vandals, and the freedom of Africa, were 
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c HA P. announced to the city on the eve of Su Gyprian, 
when the churches were akeady adorned and illu- 
minated for the feftival of the martyr, whom 
three centuries of fuperflition had almoft raifed to 
a local deity. The Arians, confcious that their 
reign had expired, refigned the temple to the Ca- 
tholics, who refcued their faint from profane 
hands, performed the holy rites, and loudly pro- 
claimed the creed of Athanafius and Jiiftinian. 
One awful hour reverfed the fortunes of the con- 
tending parties. The fuppliant Vandals, who had 
fo lately indulged the vices of conquerors, fought 
an humble refuge in the fanduary of the church j 
while the merchants of the Kan; were delivered 
from the deepeft dungeon of the palace by their 
affrighted keeper, who implored the prote£tion 
of his captives, and fhewed them, through an 
aperture in the wall, the fails of the Roman fleet. 
After their feparation from the army, the naval 
commanders had proceeded with flow caution 
along the coaft, till they reached the Hermaean 
promontory, and obtained the firft intelligence of 
the viftory of Belifarius. Faithful to his in- 
ftruftions, they would have caft anchor about 
twenty miles from Carthage, if the more fkilful 
feamen had not reprefented the perils of the Ihore, 
and the ligns of an impending tempeft. Still 
ignorant of the revolution, they declined, how- 
ever, the rafii attempt of forcing the chain of the 
port ; and the adjacent harbour and fuburb of 
Mandracium were infulted only fay the rapine of 
a private ofHcer who difobeyed and deferted his 
leaders. But the Imperial fleet, advancing with 
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a fiir wind, fleered through the narrow entrance chap. 
of the Golettsi, and occupied in the deep and ca- 
pacious lake of Tunis a fecdre ftation about five 
miles from the capital'*! No fooner was Beli- 
farius informed of theit arrival, than he difpatched 
orders that the greateft part of the rtiariiiers 
fhould be immediately landed to join the triumph^ 
and to fwell the apparent numbers of the Ro- 
mans. Before he allowed them to enter the gates 
of Carthage, he exhorted them, in a difcourfe 
worthy of himfelf and the occafion, not to dif- 
grace the glory of their arms ; and to remember 
that the Vandals had been the tyrants, but that 
they were the deliverers of the Africans, who muft 
now be refpeAed as the voluntary and afieftionate 
fubjefts of their common fovereign. The Ro- 
mans marched through the ftreets in clofe ranks, 
prepared for battle if an enemy had appeared; 
the ftrid order maintained by the general im- 
printed on their minds the duty of obedience ; and 
in an age in which cuftom and impunity aU 
moft fanftified the abufe of conqueft, the genius 
of one man reprelTed the paflions of a viftorious 
army. The voice of menace and complaint was 
filent ; the trade of Carthage was not interrupted ; 
while Africa changed her matter and her govern- 

»9 Thr neighlK>urhood of Carthage, the fta, the land, and the rivers, are 
cliangcd alnioii as much as the works of man. The ifl! mus, or iieck, of 
thifcity is now confounded with iht- contiiunt: the harliODr is a dry pUin ; 
and theiake, or ftagnum, no irtoie than a niorafs, with fix or feven feet 
waCi-rin the mid-channel. See d'Anville (Gcoi-.r^prae Ancuimvy torn, ill* 
p* 8a.)} Shaw (Travels, p. 77-— S4.), Majmol (Defcription de rAiiique* 
tooL ii. j>. 4<5.},and TUuanus (Iviii. iz. turn. ili. p. 334.-)* 
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CHAP, meat, the (hops continued open and bufy ; and 
tile ibldiers^ afier fufficient guard* had been poftcd, 
modedly departed to the houfcs which were al- 
lotted for their reception. Belifarias fixed his 
reHdence in the palace; feated himfelf on the 
throne of Genferic ; accepted and diftrilNited the 
Barbaric fpoil; granted their lives to the fiip- 
pliant Vandals; and laboured to repair the da- 
mage which the fuburb of Mandraciom had fuf- 
tained in the preceding night. At fupper he 
entertained his principal officers with the form 
and magnificence of a royal banquet*^. The 
viAor was refpeclfuUy ferved by the captive offi- 
cers of the houfehold; and in the moments of 
fedivity, when the impartial fpedators applauded 
the fortune and merit of Belifarius, his envious 
flatterers fecretly flied their venom on every word 
and gefture vvhich might alarm the fufpicions of 
a jealous monarch. One day was given to thefe 
pon^.pous fccnes, which may not be defpifed as 
ufclefs, if they attrafted the popular veneration j 
but the aflivc mind of Belifarius, which in the 
pride of victory could fuppofe a defeat, had al- 
ready refolved, that the Roman empire in Africa 
Ihould not depend on the chance of arms, or the 
favour of the people. The fortifications of Car- 
thage had alone been exempted from the general 
profcripiion ; but in the reign of ninety-five years 
they were fuffered (o decay by the thought lefs 

. »• From Delphi, the name of Dtrlpliicum was ^iven, both in Greek and 
l^x'iti, Co a (ripod i and, by an €:^y analogy, the fame appeilaCion was ex- 
tended at Rome, Conriantinople, and Carthage, to the royal banqueting 
rcom (ProcopiUi, Vand^. I i. c. si« Ducan^y Gloff. Gikc. p.. ayy* 

A-X^»-«y, ad AlcxUd. p. 41*.). . 
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and indolent Vandals. A wifer conqueror re- c h a p. 

XLI* 

ftored Tvith incredible dirpatch the walls and •_, ^ .,l- 
ditches of the city. His liberality encouraged 
the workmen ; the foldiers, the mariners, and 
the citizens, vied with each other in the falutary 
labour ; and Gelimer, who had feared to truft his 
perfon in an open town, beheld with aftonifhment 
and defpair the rifing ftren^th of an impregnable 
fortrefs. 

That unfortunate monarch, after the lofs of his ^"^ai <Jfft« 
capital, applied himfelf to colleft the remains of and the 
an army fcartered, rather than deftroyed, by the a^d.^^sj. 
preceding battle; and the hopes of pillage at- November. 
tracted fome Moorifli bands to the (tandard of 
Gelimer. He encamped in the fields of Bulla, 
four days journey from Carthage ; infulted the 
capital, which he deprived of the ufe of an aque- 
duct; propofed an high reward for the head of 
every Roman ; affefted to fpare the perfons and 
property of his African fubjecls, and fecretly ne- 
gotiated with the Arian fcclaries and the con- 
federate Huns. Under thefe circum (lances, the 
conqueft of Sardinia ferved only to aggravate his 
diftrcfs: he reflefted with the deepeft anguifli, 
that he had wafted, in that ufelefs enterprife, Ifive 
thoufand of his braveft troops ; and he read, with 
grief and (hame, the vidorious letters of his bro- 
ther Zano, who expreflfed a fanguine confidence 
that the king, after the example of their an- 
ceftors, had already chaltifed the raflinefs of the 
Roman invader. " Alas ! my broilier,*-* replied 
Gelimer, *' Heaven has declared againft our un- 
•* happy nation. While you have fubdued Sar- 
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CHAP. *< dinia, we have loft Africa. No fooner did 
** Belifarius appear with a handful of foldiers, 
'** than courage and profperity deferred the caufe 
^* of the Vandalst. Your nephew Gibamund, your 
^' brother Ammatas, have been betrayed to death 
** by the cowardice of their followers. Our 
*' horfes, our (hips, Carthage itfelf, and all Afri- 
^^ ca, are in the power of the enemy. Yet 
** the Vandals ftill prefer an ignominious repofe, 
^^ at the expence of their wives and children, 
f* their wealth and liberty. Nothing now re- 
5< mains, except the field of Bulla, and the hope 
^* of your valour. Abandon Sardinia ; fly to our 
f' relief; rcftore our empire, or perifli by our 
^* fide." On the receipt of this epiftle, Zano 
imparted his grief to the principal Vandals ; but 
the intelligence was prudently concealed from the 
natives of the ifland. The troops embarked in 
one hundred and twenty gallies at the port of 
Cagliari, caft anchor the third c-ay on the con- 
fined of Mauritania, and haftily purfued their 
march to join the royal ftandard in the camp of 
Bulla. IVIournful was the interview : the two 
brothers embraced ; they wept in filence ; no 
queftions wpre aflced of the Sardinian viftory; 
no inquiries were made of the African misfor- 
tunes : they faw before their eyes the whole ex- 
tent of their calamities ; and the abfence of their 
wives and children aflTordcd a melancholy proof, 
that cither death or captivity had been their lor. 
The languid fpirit of the Vandals was at length 
Jiwakened and united by the entreaties of their 
king, the example of Zano, and the inftant 
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danger which threatened their monarchy and re- c h a p. 
ligion. The military ftrength of the nation ad- v 
vanced to battle ; and fuch was the rapid increafe, 
that, before their army reached Tricameron, about 
twenty miles from Carthage, they might boaft, 
perhaps with fome exaggeration, that they fur- 
paifed, in a tenfold proportion, the diminutive 
powers of the Romans. But thefe powers were 
under the command of Belil^sirius; and, a$ he 
was confcious of their fuperior merit, he per- 
mitted the Barbarians to furprife him at an un- ' 
feafonable hour. The Romans were inftantly 
under arms : a rivulet covered their front ; the 
cavalry formed the fir ft' line, which Belifarius 
fupported in the centre, at the head of five hun- 
dred guards $ the infantry, at fome diftance, was 
pofted in the fecond line ; and the vigilance of 
the general watched the feparate ftation and am- 
biguous faith of the Maflageta;, who fecretly re- 
ferved their aid for the conquerors. ITie hiftorian 
has inferted, and the reader may eafily fupply, 
the fpeeches ^^ of the commanders, who, by ar» 
guments the moft appofite to their fituation, in- 
culcated the importance of viftory and the con- 
tempt of life. Zano, with the troops which had 
followed him to the conqueft of Sardinia, was 
placed in the centre ; and the throne of Genferic 
might have flood, if the multitude of Vandals 
had imitated their intrepid refolution^ Cafting 
away their lances and miflile weapons, they drew 



IV Thrftf orations alxrays exprefs the fenfe of the tinseSy and fometime^ of 
thr a^ors. 1 have coiulenfed that fenfe, and thrown away declamation. 
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CHAP, their fwords, and expefted the charge : the Ro- 
man cavalry thrice pafled the rivulet ; they were 
thrice repulfed ; and the conflift was firmly main- 
tained, till Zano fell, and the ftandard of Beli^ 
farius was difplayed. Gelimer retreated to his 
camp ; the Huns joined the purfuit ; and the 
vi£iors defpoiled the bodies of the flain. Yet 
no more than fifty Romans, and eight hundred 
Vandals, were found on the field of battle ; fo 
inconfiderable was the carnage of a day, which 
extinguifhed a nation, and transferred the empire 
of Africa. In the evening, Belifarius led his in- 
fantry to the attack of the camp ; and the pufil- 
lanimous flight of Gelimer expofed the vanity of 
his recent declarations, that, to the vanquiflled, 
death was a relief, life a burthen, and infamy the 
only objedl of terror. His departure was fecret ; 
but as foon as the Vandals difcovered that their 
King had deferted them, they haftily difperfed, 
anxious only for their perfonal fafety, and carelefs 
of every objeft that is dear or valuable to man- 
Kind, The Romans entered the camp without 
refinance ; and the wildeft fcenes of diforder were 
veiled in the darknefs and coafufion of the night. 
Every Barbarian who met their fwords was in- 
liumanly maflacred ; their widows and daughters, 
as rich heirs, or beautiful concubines, were em? 
braced by the licentious foldiers ; and avarice it- 
felf was almoft fatiated with the treafures of gold 
and fiiver, the accumulated fruits of conqueft or 
ccconomy in a long period of profperity and 
peace. In this frantic fearch, the troops even of 
Belifarius forgot their caution and refpedk. In- 
toxicated 
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toxicflted with luft and rapine, they explored in 
fraall parties, or alone, the adjacent fields, the 
woods, the rocks, and the caverns, that might 
poffibly conceal any defirable prize : laden with 
booty, they deferted their ranks, and wandered, 
without a guide, on the high road to Carthage ; 
and if the flymg enemies had dared to return, 
very few of the conquerors would have efcaped. 
Deeply fenfible of the difgrace and danger, Beli- 
farius pafled an apprehenfive night on the field of 
yidory ; at the dawn of day, he planted his 
flandard on a hill, recalled his guards and ve« 
terans, and gradually reftored the mbdefty and 
obedience of the camp. It was equally the con- 
cern of the Roman general to fubdue the hoflile, 
and to fave the proftrate Barbarian : and the fup- 
pliant Vandals, who could be found only in 
churches, were protected by his authority, dit 
armed, and feparately confined, that they might 
neither difturb the public peace, nor become the 
viftims of popular revenge. After difpatching ^ 
light detachment to tread the footfteps of Geli- 
mer, he advanced with his whole army, about 
ten days march, as far as Hippo Regius, whicU 
no longer, poffefled the rtlics of St. Auguftin "! 

The 



*» The rtlics of St. Auguftin were carried by the African biftops to their 
Sardinian exile (A. D. 50c.) ; and it was bclicvtd in the viiith century, tliat 
LiiKpsand, king of the Lombards, tranfported them (A. D. 721.) from Sar- 
dinia to Pavia. In the year 1695, the Auguftan friars of that \A\y found ^ 
brick arch, marble coffin, ii Iver cafe, filk wrapper, bones, blcod, &c and 
perhaps an infcription of Agoiliao in Gothic letters. But this ufeful difco. 
very hasbe:n difputed by reafon and jealoufy (Baronius, Anna). A. D. 725* 
No, 2^9. Tillemont, Mem. Eccief. torn. xiii. p. 944. Mcntfaucon, 
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CHAP. The feafon, and the certain intelligence that the 
■_r- ,-^' Vandal had fled ro the inaccelTible country of the 
Moors, determined Belifarius to relinquifli the 
vain purfuit, and to fix his winter quarters at 
Carthage. From thence he difpatched his prin- 
cipal lieutenant, to inform the emperor, that, in 
the fpace of three months, he had atchievcd the 
cohqueft of Africa. 
conqaeftof Beiifarius fpoke the language of truth. The 
Rhf.r"m8, furviving Vandals yielded, without refi (lance, 
A. a 534- tj^gjj. arms and their freedom : the neighbourhood 
of Carthage fubmitted to his prefence ; and the 
more diftant provinces were fucceffively fubdued 
by the report of his viftory. Tripoli was con- 
firmed in her voluntary allegiance ; Sardinia and 
Corfica furrendered to an officer, who carried, 
inftead of a fword, the head of the valiant Zano; 
and the ifles of Majorca, Minorca, and Yvica, 
confented to remain an humble appendage of the 
African kingdom. Caefarea, a royal city, which 
in loofer geography may be confounded with the 
modern Algiers, was fituate thirty days march 
to the weft ward of Carthage : by land, the road 
was infefted by the Moors ; but the fea was open, 
and the Romans were now matters of the fea. 
An aftive and difcreet tribune failed as far as the 
Streights, where he occupied Septem or Ceuta *', 



Diarium Ital. p 16 — 50. Murarori, Antiq. ItaJ. Mcclii TEvi, torn. v. 
diflfert. Ivifi* p. 0. who had compofe.-l a fifpirare treatlCc btlorc the decree of 
thcbifliopof Pavia, and F ope Bcnedidl XIII.). 

zi Tee. Tw; To^jr^ia^ rreooiuiAf is the exprelTion of Procopins fdc Edific. 
^¥K c. 7-). Ctuva, wliichha* bccn defaced by tlie l*oitugu:fc, flcurifhrd in 
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which rifcs oppofite to Gibraltar on the African chap. 
coaft : that remnte . place was afterwards adorned ._ , ^^^_r 
and fortified by Judinian ; and he feems to have ' 
indulged the vain ambition of extending his em- 
pire to the columns of Hercules. He received 
the meffengers of victory at the time when he 
was preparing to publifti the pande£ls of the 
Roman law ; and the devout or jealous emperor 
celebrated the divine goodnefs, and confefled, in 
filence, the merit of his fuccefsful general **. Im- 
patient to aboliih the temporal and fpiritual 
tyranny of the Vandals, he proceeded, without 
delay, to the full eftablifliment of the Catholic 
church.. Her jurifdidion, wealth, and immu- 
nities, perhaps the moft effential part of epif- 
copal religion, were reftored and amplified with a 
liberal hand ; the Arian worfliip was fupprefled ; 
the Donatift meetings were profcribed *' ; and 
the fynod of Carthage, by the voice of two hun- 
dred and feventeen bi(hops*% applauded thejuft 
meafure of pious retaliation. On fuch an oc- 
cafion, it ijiay not be prefumed, that many 

fiobles and palaces, jn pgriQUiture and manufnflures, under the more pro- 
^serous reign of the Arabs (PAfiique d« Marmol, torn. ii. p. 136.)- 

^ See the fecon<l apd third preambles to the Digefl, or Pande^b, pro- 
fnHlgated A. D. 533, December 16. To the titles of randa/Uus and yf/H" 
tafias, Juflintan, or rather Belifarius, had acquired a jufl claim : Gothicmt 
was premature, and Frandcus faKe, and offenfive to a great nation. 

*5 See the original a^s in Baronius (A. D. 535, No at — 54.). The 
emperor applauds bit own clemency to the heretics, cum fufficiat eis 
vivere. 

a* Dnpin (Gcograph. Sj^cra Africana, p. lix. ad Optat. Milev.) obfenres 
and bewails thi^ ep'fcopal decay. In the more profperous age of the church, 
he had noticed 600 bifhopiics ; but however minute were the diocefes, it 
is not probable that they aU exiAed ^t the (sfcae time. 
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orthodox prelates were abfent ; but the compara- 
tive fmallnefs of their number, which in ancient 
councils had^been twice or even thrice multiplied, 
mod clearly indicates the decay both of the church 
and ftate. While Juftinian approved himfelf the 
defender of the faith, he entertained an ambitious 
hope, that his vidorious lieutenant would fpeedily 
enlarge the narrow limits of his dominion to 
the fpace which they occupied before the invafion 
of the' Moors and Vandals; and Belifarius was 
inftruSed to eftablilh five dukes or commanders 
in the convenient ftations of Tripoli, Leptis, 
Cirta, Caefarea, and Sardinia, and to compute 
the military force of palatinei or borderers that 
might be fufficient for the defence of Africa. 
The kingdom of the Vandals was not unworthy 
of the prefence of a Praetorian prsefe£l ; and four 
confulars, three prefidents, were appointed to 
adminifter the feven provinces under his civil jurif- 
diftion. The number of their fubordinate officers, 
clerks, meflengers, or affiftants, was minutely ex- 
preffed ; three hundred and ninety-fix for the 
praefcft himfelf, fifty for each of his vicegerents ; 
and the rigid definition of their fees and falaries 
was more effeflual to confirm the right, than ta 
prevent the abufe* Thefe . magiftrates might be 
oppreflive, but they were not idle : and the fubtle 
queftions of juftice and revenue were infinitely pro- 
pagated under the new government, which pro- 
fefled to revive the freedom and equity of the 
Roman republic. The conqueror was folicitous 
to exaft a prompt and plentiful fupply from his 
3 African 
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African fubjeds ; and he allowed them to claim, chap. 
even in the third degree, and from the collateral i_., ,^ 
line, the houfes and lands of which their families 
had been unjuftly defpoiled by the Vandals. After 
the departure of Belifarius, who a£led by an high 
and fpecial commiflion, no ordinary provifion was 
made for a mafter-general of the forces ; but the 
office of Praetorian praefeft was intrufted to 1 
foldier ; the civil and military powers were united, 
according to the practice of Juftinian, in the chief 
governor j and the reprefentative of the emperor 
in Africa, as well as in Italy, was foon diftinguiflied 
by the appellation of Exarch *'• 
Yet the conqucft of Africa was imperfeft, till Diftr«ft»n4 

captivity oi 

her former fovereign was delivered, either alive cciimer, 
or dead, into the hands of the Romans. Doubtful Jthc^^** 
of the event, Gelimer had given fecret orders that ^'*""*' 
a part of his treafure ibould be tranfported to 
Spain, where he hoped to find a fecure refuge at 
the court of the king of the Vifigotbs. But 
thefe intentions were difappointed by accident, 
treachery, and the indefatigable purfuit of his 
enemies, who intercepted his flight from the fea« 
(bore, and chafed the unfortunate monarch, with 
feme faithful followers, to the inacceiTible mountain 
of Papuans in the inland country of Numidia. 



*7 Tjie Afnoifi laws of JuAinian are illuftratrd hy his German bk>- 
jmpJicr (Cod. l.i. tit. 17. Novel!. 36, 37. 131. Vir, Jullinian, p. 349— 
377). 

^S Mount Papua is placed hy d^Anviile (torn. iii. p. 92. and Tabul. 
Imp. Koai. Occident.) near Hippo Regius and the fea ; yet this fituation \\\ 
agrees with the long purfuit beyond Hippo^ and the words of procopius 

(1. ii. C. 4.), O TCK NVfU^MC; f7X«TQl^ 

He 
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CHAP. He was immediately befieged by Pharas, an of* 
ficer whofe truth and fobriety were the more ap- 
plauded, as fuch qualities could feldom be found 
among the Heruli, the mod corrupt of the Bar- 
barian tribes* To his vigilance Belifarius bad 
cntrufted this important charge ; and, after a bold 
attempt to fcale the mountain, in which he loft an 
hundred and ten foldiers, Pharas expefted, during 
a winter fiege, the operation of diftrefs and 
famine on the mind of the Vandal king. From 
the fofteft habits of pleafure, from the unbounded 
command of induftry and wealth, he was re- 
duced to {hare the • poverty of the Moors ^% fup- 
portable only to themfelves by their ignorance of 
a happier condition. In their rude hovels, of 
mud and hurdles, which confined the fmoke and 
excluded the light, they promifcuoufly flept on 
the ground, perhaps on a (heep-ikin, with their 
wives, their children, and their cattle. Sordid 
and fcanty were their garments ; the ufe of bread 
and wine was unknown ; and their oaten or barley 
cakes, imperfedly baked in the afbes, were 
devoured almoft in a crude ftate by the hungry 
lavages. The health of Gelimer muft have funk 
under thefe (Irange and unwonted hardfcips, from 
whatfoever caufe they had been endured ; but 
his aftual mifery was embittered by the recollec- 
tion of pad greatnefs, the daily infolence of his 
protedlors, and the juft apprehenfion, that the 

»9 Shaw (Travtls, p. sso.) mod accurately reprcfcnts the manners of 
tilt: Bct;owet-nt and Kabylrs, tite iafl of whom, by tbeir lah^ua^e, are the 
remnant of the Moors : yet liow changrd — )iow civilized arc ihefe modern 
Uv^gt^ !'piovirions are plenty ampng thcmyauJ bread i^ comnraa* 

light 
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ilgbt and venal Moors might be tempted to betray 
the rights of hofpitality. The knowledge of his 
fituation didtated the humane and friendly epiftle 
of Pharas. " Like yourfeif/' faid the chief of 
the Heruli, " I am an illiterate Barbarian, but 
'^ I fpeak the language of plain fenfe, and an 
" honeft heart. Why will you perfift in hopelefs 
" obflinacy ? Why will yeu ruin yourfelf, your 
^^ family, and nation ? The love of freedom and 
" abhorrence of flavery ? Alas ! my deareft Geli- 
" mer, are you not already the word of flaves, 
'* the flave of the vile nation of the Moors ? 
** Would it not be preferable to fuftain at Con- 
" ftantinople a life of poverty and fervicude, 
^^ rather than to reign the undoubted monarch of 
'^ the mountain of Papua ? Do you think it a 
" difgrace to be the fubjed of Juftinian ? Beli- 
" farlus is his fubjeft ; and we ourfelves, whofe 
" birth is not inferior to your own, are not 
" aihamed of our obedience to the Roman em- 
" peror. That generous prince will grant you a 
" rich inheritance of lands, a place in the fenate, 
" and the dignity of Patrician : fuch are his 
" gracious intAitions, and you may depend with 
" full affurance on the word of Belifarius. So 
" long as heaven has condemned us to fuffcr, 
" patience is a virtue j but if we rejeft the prof- 
** fered deliverance, it degenerates into blind and 
« ftupid defpair." " I am not infenfible," re- 
plied the king of the Vandalif, " how kind and 
** rational is your advice. But I cannot perfuade 
" myfelf to become the flave of an unjuft enemy, 
^ who has deferved my implacable hatred. Him 

"Ihad 
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CHAP, « I had never injured either by word or deed : 
** yet he has fent againft me, I knciw hot from 
^^ whence, a certain Belifarius, who has caft me 
*' headlong from the throne into this abyfs of mifery. 
^^ Juftinian is a man ; he is a prince ; does he 
** not dread for himfelf a fimilar reverfe of for- 
•' tune ? I can write no mof e : my grief opprefles 
•* me. Send me, I befeech you, my dear Pha- 
•• ras, fend me, a lyre^% a fpunge, and a loaf of 
*• bread.** From the Vandal meffenger, Pharas 
was informed of the motives of this fmgular 
requed. It was long fmce the king of Africa had 
tafted bread ; a defluxion had fallen on his eyes, 
the effeft of fatigue or inceffant weeping ; and he 
wi(bed to folace the melancholy hours, by finging 
to the lyre the fad ftory of his own misfortunes. 
The humanity of Pharas was moved ; he fent the 
three extraordinary gifts ; but even his humanity 
prompted him to redouble the vigilance of his 
guard, that he might fooner compel his prifoner 
to embrace a refolution advantageous to the Ro- 
mans, but falutary to himfelf. The obflinacy of 
Gelimer at length yielded to reafon and neceflity ; 
the folcmn affurances of fafety and honourable 
treatment were ratified in the emperor's^ name, by 
the ambaflador of Belifarius ; and the king of 
the Vandals defcendcd from the mountain. • The 
firft public interview was in one of the fuburbs of 
Carthage ; and when the royal captive accofted his 

)o By Procoplus it is Ayled a lyre $ perhaps barp would bave been more 
national. The inAruaicnts of mufic are thus diftin^ui(hcd by Vcnantius 
Foitunatus: 

Romanufque tjr£ cibi pla«dat> Baibarot hmpJk 

con- 
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fconqucror, he burft into a fit of laughter. The chap. 
crowd might naturally beh'eve, that extreme grief y^^^.^ 
had deprived Gelimer of his fenfes; but in this 
moumfui ftate^ unieafonable mirth infiiluated to 
more intelligent obfervers, that the vain and tran- 
fitory fcenes of human greatiiefs are unworthy of a 
ferious thought ^\ 

Their contempt was foon judified by a Hew Rftumind 
example of a vulgar truth 5 that flattery adheres BdiSrias 
to power, and envy to fuperior merit* The chiefs ^^^^^^' 
of the Roman army prefunied to think them- 
felvcs the rivals of an hero. Their private dit 
patches pialicioufly affirmedj that the conquei-ot 
cf Africa, ftrong in his reputation and the public 
love, confpired to feat himfelf on the throne of 
the Vandals. Juftinian liftened with too patient 
an ear ^ and his filence was the refult of* jealoufy 
rather than of confidence. An honourable alter-*' 
native, of remaining in the provitice^ or of re- 
turning to the capital, was indeed fubmitted to the 
difcretion of Belifarius ; but he wifely concluded, 
from intercepted letters, and the knowledge of his 
fovereign's temper^ that he mud either refign his 
hdad) ered his ftandardi or confound his enemies 
by his prefence and fubitiifiioni Innocence and 
courage decided his choice : his guards, captives, 
and treafures, w^e diligently embarked ; and fo 
profperous was the navigation^ that his arrival at 

3» Hcrddofius elegantly defcribcs the ftrange clTefis of grief in another 
royal captive, Pfammetichus of Egypt, who wept at the Uffer and was ftlcnt 
atthc^eatcft of hU calamities (1. iii. c. 14.). In the interview of Baulus 
.^mUivs and Perfcs, Eelifarius might iludy his part : But it isi probable 
tbathe acvcr read either Livy or Plutarch | and it it certain that his ge- 
nerofity did not need a tutor. 

Vol. VII. O Conftan. 
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c HA P. Conftantinople preceded any certain account of his 
departure from the port of Carthage. Such un* 
fufpefting loyalty removed the apprehenfions of 
Juftinian : envy was filenced and inflamed by the 
public gratitude ; and the third Afritanuft obtained 
the honours of a triumph^ a ceremony which the 
city of Conftantinople had nevef feen, and ^hich 
ancient Rome, fmce the reign of Tiberius, had re^ 
ferved for the aufpicious arms of the Csefars ^*. 
From the palace of Belifarilis^ the proceflion was 
condufted through the principal ftreets to the hip- 
podrome; and this memofabfe day feemed to 
avenge the injuries of Genferic, and to expiate the 
Ihame of the Romans. The wealth of nations was 
dilplayed, the trophies of martial cr effendnate 
luxury; rich armour, golden thrones, and the 
chariots of ftate which had been ufed by the Van- 
dal queen ; the mafly ftrmiturc of the royai ban- 
quet, the fplendour of precious ftdnes, the elegant 
forms of ftatues and vafes, the more fubftantia! 
treafure of gold, and the holy veflfels of the Jewifti 
temple, which, after their long peregrination^ 
were refpeftfully depofited in the Chriftiaii church 
of Jerufalem. A long train of the nobfeft Van- 
dals rcluftantly expofed their lofty ftatore and 
manly countenance. Gelimer fiowly advanced: 
he was clad in a purple robe, asd ftill maintained 
the majefty of a king. Not a tear efcaped from 
his eyes, not a figh was heard ; but his pride or 

12 Aft«r the title ofimperator had loft the old miliUry fcnlc/ and the Ro« 
man suffices were aboUfhcd by Chriftianity (fee La Bleterie, Mem, de 
1' Academic^ torn. xxi. p. 3o«-*33a.}, a t/iamph might be gmn wiChUfs 
InconfiAcncy 10 a private gencraL 

piety 
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piety derived fome fecret confolatioh firom the chap. 
words of Solomon", which he repeatedly pro- ^_J^^ ^ 
nounced vanity! vanity! all is vanity I 
Inftead of afcending a triumphal car drawn by 
foor horfes or elephants, the modeft conqueror 
marched on foot at the head of his brave com* 
panions: his prudence might decline an honour 
too confpicuous fof a fubjed: and his magnani* 
mity might juftly difdain what had been fo often 
fullied by the vileft of tyrants. The glorious pro- 
ceffion entered the gate of the hippodrome ; was 
faluted by the acclamations of the fenate and 
people ; and halted before the throne where JuftU 
nian and Theodora were feated to receive the ho* 
mage of the captive monarch and the vidtorious 
hero. They both performed the cuftomary ado- 
ration ; and falling proftrate on the ground, re- 
fpeftfiilly touched the footftool of a prince who had 
not unflieathed his fword, and of a profUtute, who 
had danced on the theatre : fome gentle violence 
was ufed to bend the ftubbom fpirit of the grands 
fon of Oenferic ; and however trained to fervitude, 
the genius of Belifarius muft have fecretly rebelled. 
!He was immediately declared conful for the enfu- Hisfoie 
ing year, and the day of his inauguration refembled T^u^s^l 
the pomp of a fecond triumph : his curule chair J^"*'^ '• 
was borne aloft on the Ihoulders of captive Van- 



31 If the Eccleiiiftes be truly a work of Solomon, and not, like Prior*! 
poem, a pious and moral compofition of more recent times, in hit name^ and 
oa the fubje^ of his^ repentance. The lacter is the opinion of the learned 
and frcc-fpirited Grotlus (0pp. Theolog. torn. i. p. 158.) : and indeed the 
Ecclefiaftes and Proverbs difpiay a larger compafsof thousbt and •xpericnct 
Uon fecm to belong either to a Jew or a king. 

O 2 dab ; 
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^ xjj^' daUi and the f|>oils of war, gold cups, and ricH 
^...-^v-^ girdles, were profufety feattered among the po^ 

pulace. 
indofGe. ^^ ^^^ purell: reward of Belifanus was in the 
Uroerand faitbftil executioH df a treaty for which his honour 
diis. had been pledged to the king of the Vaaciats* The 

reKgiou& fcruples of Geltmer, who adhered to. the 
Arian hercfy, were- inconlpatible with the dignity 
of fenator or patrician : but he received from the 
emperor an ample edate in the province of Ga* 
latia, where the abdicated monarch retired with his 
family and friends, to a life of peace, of affluence, 
and perhaps of content ^\ The daughters of HiU 
deric were entertained with the refpedful tender^ 
nefs due to their age and misfortune; and Jufti- 
nian and Theodora accepted the honour of edu- 
cating and enriching the female defcendants of the 
great Theodofius. The bravcft of the Vandal 
youth were diftributed into five fquadrons of ca- 
valry, which adopted the name of their baiefaftor, 
and fupported in the Ferfian wars the glory of their 
anceflors. But thefe rare exceptions, the reward of 
birth or valour, are infui)icicnt to explain the £ite 
of a nation, whofe numbers, before a fhon and 
blood lefs war, amounted to more than fix hundred 
ihoufand perfons. After the exile of their king 
and nobles^ the fervile crowd might purchafe their 
fafety, by abjuring their character, religion, and 

14 In the Belifaire of Marmcnte], the kln^ and tlie conqUen^r of AttiCk 
nu-ct, Tup, snd convcrfe^ witliouc recolle£ling each oth«r. Icis furtly a fault 
of clut romance, that not only the Ji«rO| but all to whom he had been foconi^ 
YpicuouHy knowHf appear to have loft their cye« or their memory. 

language ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



1V7 



xu. 



language ; and their degenerate pofterity would be c n a p. 
infenfibly mingled with the common herdof Afri- ^. 
can fubjefts. Yet ev^n in the prefetot age, and in^ 
the heart of the Moorifli tribes, a curious traveller 
has difcovered the white complexion and long 
flaxen hair of a northern race '* ; and it was for- 
merly believed^ that the boldeft of the Vandals 
fled beyond the power, or even the knowledge, of 
the Romans, to enjoy their folitary freedom on 
the fljcres of the Atlantic ocean '^ Africa had 
been their empire, it became their prifon; nor 
could they entertain an hope, or even a wilh, of 
returning to the banks of the Elbe, where their 
brethren, of a fpirit lefs adventurous, ftill wandered 
in their native forefts. It was impoflible for cow- 
ards to furmount the barriers of unknown feas and 
hoftile Barbarians; it was impoflible for brave 
men to expofe their nakednefs and defeat before the 
eyes of their countrymen, to delcribe the king- 
doms which they had loft, and to claim a ihare of 
the humble inheritance, which, in a happier hour, 
they had aimoft unanimoufly renounced ^\ In the 
country between the Elbe and the Oder, feveral 

3f Shaw» p. 59. Yet fince Procopius (1. ii. c* 13.) fpeakt of a people of 
mount Adas, a< already dlAingu'iihed by white bodies and yelipw hair, the 
phaenqmenon (which is likcwife vifible in the Andes of Peru, Bulfon, 
torn. iii. p. 504. ) may naturally be afcribed to the devatioD of the ground 
and the tentperature of tlie air. 

i^ The geographer of Ravenna (1. iii. c. xi* p* 1*99 130, 131. Paris^ 
ii&S8.) defcribes the Mauritania Gadiiaw (opposite to Cadiz), ubi gcna 
Vandalorum, a Belifario devi£)a in Africa, fugit,et nun4uam comparuit. 

37 A fingle voice had proteded, and Genferic difmifled, without a iormal 
anfwer, the Vandals of Germany : but thoCe of Africa derided his piudence, 
aod afield to defpife the poverty of their forcds (Procopius^ Vs'^^f^* ^* ^ 

15.21,). 

O 3 populous 
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populous Tillages of Lufada are inhabited by the 
Vandals: they ftill preferve their language, their 
cuftoms, and the purity of their blood ; fupport 
i^ith fome impatience, the Saxon, or Pruffian 
yoke ; and ferve with fecret and voluntary alle« 
giance, the defcendant of their ancient kings, 
who in his garb and prefent fortune is confounded 
with the meaneft of his vaflals ''• The name and 
fituation of this unhappy people might indicate 
their defcent Irom one common (lock with the con- 
querors of Africa. But the ufe of a Sclavonian 
dialed more clearly reprefents them as the laft 
remnant of the new colonies, who fucceeded to 
the genuine Vandals, already Scattered or deftroyed 
in the age of Procopius ^^. 
Maoaers If Bellfarius had been tempted to hefitate in his 

oftbe^^ allegiance, he might have urged, even againft the 
A^'*535- ^""P^^^ himfelf, the indifpenfable duty of feving 
Africa from an enemy more barbarous than the 
Vandals. The origin of the Moors is involved 
in darknefs: they were ignorant of the ufe of 
letters^* Their limits cannot be precifely de* 

fined: 

iS From the mooth of the great ele^or (in i6S7)» ToUius defcribes the 
ftcret royalty and rebellious fpirit of the Vandala of Brandenburgli, Wi.o 
could muder five or fix thoufand foldiers who had procured fome cannoni 
Scc» (Itinerar. Hungar. p. 4%, apud Dubos^ Hift. de la Monarchie Franjoife, 
torn. i. p. 182, 183. )• The veracity, not of the eledor^ but ofToUius 
himfelf, may juftly be fufpeded. 

39 Procopius (1. i. cii.) was in toul darknefs— t'^c /ixfupi) TKtJi 
wtfjM *i i/Ai 0-fti^ntti. Under the reign of Dagobert ( A. D. 630. )> the Scla- 
vonian tribes of the Sorbi and Venedi already bordered on Thuringia (Maf. 
con, Hift. of the Germans, xv. 3, 4, 5. ). 

40 Salluft reprefents the Moors as a remnant of the army of Heracles 
(de Bell. Jugurth, c. ax.), and Procopius (Vandal. 1. U. c. 10.) as 

the 
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lined : a boundlef^ continent was open to the Li- chap, 
byan (hepherds ; the change of feafons and paftuves 
regulated their motions ; and their rude huts and 
ilender furniture were tranfported with the fame 
eafe as their arms, their families, and their cattle, 
V^hich confifted of (heep, oxen, and camels*'. 
During the vigour of the Roman power, they 
obferved a refpedful diftance from Carthage and 
the fea-lhore ; under the feeble reign of the Vandals, 
they invaded the cities of Numidia, occupied the 
fea-coaft from Tangier to C^sfarea, and pitched 
their camps, with impunity, in the fertile province 
of Byzacium. The formidable ftrength and art- 
ful conduft of Belifarius fecured the* neutrality of 
the Moorifh princes, whofe vanity afpired to re« 
ceive, in the emperor's name, the enfigns of their 
regal dignity ^\ They were aftonifbed by the rapid 
event, and trembled in the prefence of their con* 
queron But his approaching departore foon re« 
lieved the apprebenfions of a favage and fuper* 
ftitious people ; the number of their wives allowed 
them to difregard the fafety of their infant hoft- 
ages; and when the Roman general hoifted fail 

the poftcrity of the Cananxans who fled from the robber Jofbua (Xno^j?)* 
He quotes two columi'S, with a Phoe;iician infcription. I believe in the 
columns-*] doubt the infcnption— and 1 rcj.eA the pedigree. 
,4» Virgil (Georgic. iii. 339.) and Pomponius Mela (i. 8 ) defcribc the 
wandering life of the African (hepherdi, fimiiar to that of the Arabs and 
Tartars; and Shaw (p. 222.) is the bell Cdmmemator on the poet and the 
gcograp.er. 

4» The cuftomary gifts were a feepire, a crown or cap, a white cloak, a 
figured tunic and (hoes, all adorned with gold and filver; nor were thefe 
precious nactals Icfs acce]^iab!e in the (bapc of coin ^Frooo^. Vandal. L i. 
C15O. 
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CHAP, in the port of Carthage, he heard the cries, an4 
almoft beheld the flames, of the defolated pro- 
vince. Yet he perHfted in his refolution ; and 
leaving only a part of his guards to reinforce the 
feeble garrifons, he entrufted the command of 
Africa to the eunuch Solomon *% who proved 
himfelf not unworthy to be the fucceflbr of Beli- 
farius. In the firft invafion, Ibme detachments, 
with two officers of merit, were furpriled and inter- 
cepted ; but Solomon fpeedily aflembled his troops, 
marched from Carthage into the heart of the coun- 
try, and in two great battles deftroyed fixty thou- 
fand of the Barbarians. The Moors depended on 
their multitude, their fwiftnefs, and their inac- 
ceflible mountains ; and the afpeft and fmell of 
their caniels are faid to have produced fome con- 
fufion in the Roman cavalry ^. But as foon as 
they were commanded to difmount, they derided 
this contemptible obftacle ; as foon as the columns 
afcended the hills, the naked and diforderly crowd 
ivas dazzled by glittering arms and regular evo- 
lutions ; and the menace of their female prophets 
was repeatedly fulfilled) that the Moors Ihouid be 

Al See the African government and warfare of Solomon, in Procopiui 
(Vandal. 1, ii. c. lo, ii, 1^2, 13. 19, lo.)* He was recalled, and again re« 
ftoied I and his lall vi^ory dates in the xiiith year of Ju((inian (A. D. 539]. 
An accidtnt in his childhood had rendered him an eunuch (i. i. c ii.): the 
other Roman geiicrils were amply furniAied with beards» srwyo'/o^ ixiTrXajuisio* 
(1. ii. c, 8 ). 

44 This natural antipathy of the horfe for the camel, is affirmed by the 
ancients (Xenophon. Cyropaed. 1. vi. p. 438. 1. vii. p. 493. 492. edit. Hut* 
chlnfon. PoJyxn. Stratagem, vii. 6. Plin. Hift Nat. via. a6. i£lian de 
Katur. Animal. 1. iii. c. y.); hut it is difproved by daily experience, and 
inriM by the beft jud^ety the Orientals (Voyage d*Okarius, p. 553. )• 

(fifcomfited 
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difcomfited by a beardlefs antagonift. The vie, c ha p. 
torious eunuch advanced thirteen days journey from ^^^^-^ 
Carthage, to befiege mount Aurafius*', the citadel, 
and at the fame time the garden of Numidia. 
That range of hills, a branch of the great Atlas, 
contains within a circumference of one hundred 
and twenty miles, a rare variety of foil and climate j 
the intermediate vallies and elevated plains abound 
with rich paftures, perpetual ftreams, and fruits of 
a delicious tafte and uncomm.on magnitude. This 
fair folitude is decorated with the ruins of Lam- 
befa, a Roman city, once the feat of a legion, 
and the refidence of forty thoufand inhabitants. 
The Ionic temple of -ffifculapius is encompafled 
with Moorifli huts ; and the cattle now graze in 
the midft of an amphitheatre, under the (hade of 
Corinthian columns. A (harp perpendicular rock 
rifes above the level of the mountain, where the 
African princes depofited their wives and treafurc ; . 
and a proverb is familiar to the Arabs, that the 
man may eat fire, who dares to attack the craggy 
clifts and inhofpitable natives of mount Aurafius. 
This hardy enterprife was twice attempted by the 
eunuch Solomon : from the firft, he retreated with 
feme difgrace ; and in the fecond, his patience and 
provifions were almoft exhaufted ; and he muft 
again have retired, if he had not yielded to thQ 
impetuous courage of his troops, who audacioufly 
fcaled, to the aftoni(hment of the Moors, th« 

45 Procopius is the firft who defcnbes mount Aurafius (Vandaf. I. ii. 
c 13. De Edific. 1. vi. c. 7I). He may be compared with i«eo African^! 
(dell Africa, parte v. in Ramufio, ton), i. fol. 77. rc^o), Marmol (torn. II* 
f * 430O1 »4 Sbaw (p. 56—59. } • 

^ mouatam. 
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c H Ai F. mountaifl, the hoftile camp, and the fummit of 
t_,-^^^r the Geminian rock. A citadel was ercfted to 
fecure this important conqueft, and to remind the 
Barbarians of their defeat : and as Solomon pur- 
fued his march to the weft, the long-loft province 
of Mauritanian Sitifi was again annexed to the 
Roman empire. The MooriOi war continued 
feveral years after the departure of Belifarius ; but 
the laurels which he refigned to a fakhful lieute- 
nant, may be juftly afcribed to his own triumph. 
Neiimiity The experience of paft faults, which may fome- 
goiUfc ^^' times corredl the mature age of an individual, is 
feldbm profitable to the fucceilive generations of 
mankind. The nations of anciquUy, carelefs of each 
other's fafety, were feparately vanquiflied and 
enflaved by the Romans; This awful leflbn might 
have inftru6:ed the Barbarians of the Weft to 
.oppofe, with timely counfels and confederate arms, 
the unbounded ambition of Juftinian. Yet the 
fame error was repeated, the fame confequences 
were felt, and the Goths, both of Italy and Spain, 
infenfible of their approaching danger^ beheld with 
indifference, and even with joy, the rapid downfal 
of the Vandals. After the failure of the royal 
line, Theudes, a valiant and powerful chief, 
afcended the throne of Spain, which .he had for- 
merly adminiftered in the name of Theodoric and 
his infant grandfon. Under his command, the Vifi- 
goths befieged the forcrefs of Ceuta on the African 
coaft : but, while they fpent the fabbath-day in 
peace and devotion, the pious fecurity of their 
camp was invaded by a fally from the town j and 
the king himfelf, with fome difEculty and danger, 
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ercaped from the hands of a facrilegious enemy **• chap. 
It was not long before his pride and refentment ^..^^^- ^ 
were gratified by a fuppliant embafly from the 
unfortunate Gelimer, who implored, in his diC- 
trefs, the aid of the Spanifli monarch. But in- 
(lead of iacrificing thefe unworthy paiSons to the 
dictates of generofity and prudence, Theudes 
acnufed the ambaflfadors, till he was fecretly in- 
formed of the lofs of Carthage, and then difmiifed 
them with obfcure and contemptuous advice, to 
feek in their native country a true knowledge of 
the ftate of the Vandals *^. The long continuance conqncft* 
of the Italian war delayed the punilhment of th^ Romu» 'm 
Vifigoths ; and the eyes of Theudes were clofed ^^*o. 
before they tailed the fruits of his miftakea sso-^m, 
policy. After his death, the fceptre of Spain was 
difputed by a civil war. The weaker candidate 
foliated the protection of Juftinian, and ambitioufly 
fubfcribed a treaty of alliance, which deeply 
wounded the independence and happinefs of his 
country. Several cities, both on the ocean and 
the Mediterranean, were ceded to the Roman 
troops, who afterwards refufed to evacuate thofe 
pledges, as it fliould feem, either of fafety or pay- 
ment ; and as they were fortified. by perpetual 
fupplies from Africa, they maintained their im- 
pregnable ftations, for the mifchievous purpofe of 
inflaming the civil and religious fadions of the Bar- 

4^ Ifidor. Chron. p. 721. edit. Grot. Mariana, Hid. Hlfpatl. 1. v. c. 8. 
p. 175- Yet according 10 Ifidore, the fu gc of Ceuta, and the death of 
TbeuJcfi, happenid, A. JE. H. 586, A. D. 548 j and the place was 
dffen:lcd, not by the Vandal*, but by tuc Romans. 

47 I rocoplus, Vandal. 1. i. c 24. 
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^ XL\7' '^^"^ins. Seventy years elapfed before this painful 
thorn could be extirpated from the bofom of the 
monarchy ; and as long as the emperors retained 
any fhare of thefe remote and ufelefs poffeffions, 
their vanity might number Spain in the lift of 
their provinces, ^nd the fucceflbrs of Alaric in the 
Tank of their vaffals *'. 
Beiifuriuf - The error of the Goths who reigned in Italy 
the oftro- was lefs excufable than that of their Spaniih bTe-* 
fwiy*/^ thren, and their punifhment was ftill more imme* 
/^•^•5J4- dilate and terrible. From a motive of private 
revenge, they enabled their moft dangerous ep^my 
• to deftroy their moft valuable ally, A fitter of the 
great Theodoric had been given in marriage to 
Thrafimond the African king ^ : on this occafion, 
the fortrefs of Lilybaeum '** in Sicily was reOgned 
to the Vandals: and the princefs Amalafrida 
was attended by a martial train of one thoufand 
nobles^ and five thoufand Gothic foldiers, who 
iignalized their valour in the Moorifli wars. Their 
merit was over-irated by themfelves, and perhaps 
negleSed by the Vandals : they viewed the coun- 
try with envy, and the conquerors with difdain ; 
but their real or fiditioi^s confpiracy was prevented 

4B Sec th« original Chronicle of Ifidore, an(l tlic vth and vith books of 
the Hiftory of Spain by Mariana. The Romans were finally expelled by 
Suintila king of the Vifigoths (A. D. 62i«— 6x6)» after their reunion to ihc 
Catkolic church. 

49 See the niania.;;e and fate of Ama^afrida in Procopius (Vandal. 1. 1* 
c. 8, 9.)> and in CaiTiojiorius (Var ix. i.) the expoftulation of her royal 
brother. Compare like wile the Chronicle of Vi^or Tynnunenfis. 

50 lilybseuo) was built by the Carthaginians, Olymp. xcv. 4. j and in 
the firft Punic war, a flrong fituation, and excellent harbour, rendered that 
place an impoitant objed to both naiion^i, 
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fcy a mafiacre } the Goths were oppreffed, and. the chap. 
captivity of Amalafrida was foon followed by her 
fecret and fufpicious death. The eloquent pen of 
Caffiodorius was employed to reproach the Vandal' 
court with the cruel violation of every focial and 
public duty ; but the vengeance which he threat- 
ened in the name of his fovereign, might be 
<lcrided with impunity, as long as Africa was pro- 
te£led by the fea, and the Goths were deftitute.of 
a navy. In the blind impotence of grief and 
indignation, they joyfully faluted the approach of 
the Romans, entertained the fleet of Belifarius in 
the ports of Sicily, and were fpcedily delighted or 
alarmed by the furprifing intelligence, that their 
revenge was executed beyond the meafure of their 
hopes, or perhaps of their wifhes. To their friend- 
fhip the emperor was indebted for the kingdom of 
Africa, and the Goths might reafonably think, 
that they were entitled to refume the poffeffion 
of a barren rock, fo recently feparated as a nup- 
tial gift from the ifland of Sicily. They were 
foon undeceived by the haughty mandate of Beli- 
farius, which excited their tardy and unavailing 
repentance. " The city and promontory of Lily- 
** baeum," faid the Roman general, " belonged 
** to the Vandals, and I claim them by the right 
" of conqueft. Your fubmiflion may deferve the 
** favo>sr of the emperor j your obftinacy will 
** pr/)voke his difpleafure, and muft kindle a war, 
*• that can terminate only in your utter ruin. If 
** you compel us to take up arms, we (hall con-» 
" tend, not to regain the pofleffion of a fingle city^ 
** but to deprive you of all the provinces which 

*^ you 
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CHAP. 
XLI. 



•* you unjuftly withhold from their lawful fovc- 
** reign.** A nation of two hundred thoufand 
foldiers might have fmiled at the vain menace of 
Juftinian and his lieutenant : but a fpirit of difcord 
and difaffedion prevailed in Italy, and the Goths 
fupportedy with relufbtnce^ the indignity of a 
female reign '*. 
^^^ The birth of Amalafontha, the regent and 
iBeath of queen of Italy '*, united the two moft illuftrious 
tha» queen families of the Barbarians. Her mother, the (ifter 
^a!d. of Clovis, was defcended from the long-haired 
S»*— S34- kings of the Merovingian race " ; and the tcgal 
fucceffion of the Amali was illuftrared in the ele- 
venth generation, by her father, the great Theo- 
doric, whofe merit might have ennobled a plebeian 
origin* The fex of his daughter excluded her 
from the Gothic throne ; but his vigilant tendef- 
nefs for his family and his, people difcovered the 
lad heir of the royal line, whofe anceftofs had taken 
refuge in Spain ; and the fortunate Eutharic was 
fuddenly exahed to the rank of a conful and a 
prince. He enjoyed only a Ihort timtf the charms 
of Amalafontha, and the hopes of the fuccefllon ; 
and his widow, after the death of her hufband 



Ji Compare the different pAflages of Procopiui (Vaod J. L il. c. 5. 
G()tbic. I. L c. 3.]* 

f& For the reign ind chuidcr of Amalaftntha, fte Procopius (Oofhic. 
1* i. Cft» 3» 4. and Anecdot. c 16. witli the Notes of Aleinannus)> Ca^io- 
doriut (Var. vili, is, x. and zi. x.)) and Jomandes (de Rebas Geticis, 
c« 59. and Dc Succeifione Rcgnorum, in Mttratori^ torn. i. p. 04.1.). 

51 The marriage of Thtbdoric with Audefleda, the fifter of Cloiris» may 
be placed in the year 495, fodn after the conqucft of Italy (de Boat. Hift. 
det Peuples, torn. ix. p. »i 3.)* 'The nnptials of EtKharic and AmalafontJui 
were celebrated in 51 5 (CaOiodor. to Chron. p. 453 ). 
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and father, vfzs left the guardian of her fon Atha- 
laric, and the kingdom of Italy. At the age of 
about t\<renty-eight years, the endowments of her 
mind and perfon had attained their perfe£i: matu* 
Hty. Her beauty, which, in the apprehenfion of 
Theodora heffelf, might have difputed the con- 
queft of an emperor, was animated by manly 
fenfe, aftivity, and refolution. Education and 
experience had cultivated her talents ; her philo* 
fophic ftudies were exempt from vanity ; and, 
though (he expreffed herfelf with equal elegance 
and eafe in the Greek, the Latin, and the Gothic 
tongue, the daughter of Theodoric maintained in 
her counfels a difcreet and impenetrable filence^ 
By a fialthful imitation of the virtues, (he revived 
the profperity of his reign t while (he ftrove, with 
pious care, to expiate the faults, and to obliterate 
the darker memory of his declining age. The chil* 
dren of Boethius and Symmachus were reftored to 
thdr paternal inheritance : her extreme lenity 
never confented to inflift any corporal or pecuniary 
penalties on her Roman fubjedls ; and (he genel* 
roufly defpifed the clamours of the Goths, who^ 
at the end of fotty years, ftill confidered the people 
of Italy as their flaves or their enemies. Her 
•falutary meafures were direfted by the wifdom, and 
celebrated by the eloquence, of Ga(fiodorius ; (ho 
folicited and deferved the friendlhip of the empe* 
tor } and the kingdoms of Europe refpefled, both 
in peace and war, the majefty of the Gothic throne. 
But the future happinefs of the queen and of Italy 
depended on the education of her fon, who waS 
deftined, by his birth, to fupport the different and 

almoft 
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CHAP, almoft incompatible chahiders of the chief of 4 
,Barbarian camp, and the fird magiftrate of a civiU 
ized nation. From the age of ten years '*, Atha- 
laric was dihgently inftruded in the arts and fci^^ 
ences, either ufeful or ornamental for a Roman 
prince ; and three venerable Goths were chofen to 
inftil the principles of honour and virtue into the 
mind of their young king. But the pupil who 
Is infenfible of the benefits, mud abhor the 
reftraints, of education ; and the folicitude of the 
queen, which aifedtion rendered anxious and 
fevere, offended the untraftable nature of her fon 
and his fubjefts. On a folemn feflival, when the 
Goths were affembled in the palace of Ravenna5 
the royal youth efcaped from his mother's apart-^ 
ment, and, with tears of pride and anger, com- 
plained of a blow which his flubborn difobedi- 
cnce had provoked her to inflift. The Barba*^ 
rians refented the indignity which bad been offered 
to their king; accufed the regent of confpiring 
againft his life and crown ; and imperiouily de* 
manded, that the grandfon of Theodoric (hould 
be refcued from the dadardly difcipline of women 
snd pedants, and educated, like a valiant Goth5 
in the fociety of his equals, and the glorious igno-^ 
ranee of his anceftors. To this rude clamour^ 
importunately urged as the voice of the nation, 
Amalafontha was compelled to yield her reafon, and 
the deareft wiflies of her heart. The king of Italy 

54 At th« death of Tbeodoric, kls gran ^ft-n Athalaric is d*rcril>cd by 
Procopiui as a boy abotit eight years old— oxrar yr/ii>»; e-rr,, CaCiodorlus, 
wirh authority .md reafon, adds two years io hit a^e-^infar.tiihim adhue v^x 
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Was abandoned to wine, to women, and to ruftic 
fports ; and the indifcreet contempt of the ungrate- 
ful youth, betrayed the mifchievous dedgns of his 
favourites and her enemies. Encompaflfed with 
domeftic foes, (he entered into a fecret negotia* 
tion with the emperor Juftinian $ obtained the af- 
furance of a friendly reception, and bad aftually 
depofited at Dyrachium in Epirus, a treafure of 
forty thoufand pounds of gold. Happy would it 
have been for her fame and fafety, if flie had calmly 
retired from barbarous fadion, to the peace and 
fplendour of Conftantinople. But the mind of 
Amalafontha was inflamed by ambition and re- 
venge ; and while her (hips lay at anchor in the 
port, fhe waited for the fuccefs of a crime which 
her pailions excufed or applauded as an ad of 
juftice. Three of the moft dangerous malecon- 
tents had been feparately removed, under the 
pretence of tru(t and command, to the frontiers of 
Italy : they were aflaiEnated by her private emifla- 
ries ; and the blood of thefe noble Goths rendered 
the queen-mother abfolute in the court of Ra- 
venna, and juftly odious to a free people. But if 
fhe had lamented the diforders df her fon, fhe foon 
wept his irreparable lofs ; and the death of Atha« 
laric, who, at the age of fixteen, was confumed 
by premature intemperance, left her deflitute of 
any firm fupport or legal authority. In (lead of 
fubmitting to the laws of her country, which held 
as a fundamental maxim, that the fucceflion could 
never pafs from the lance to the didaff, the daugh- 
ter of Thcodoric conceived fhe imprafticable de- 
fign of (baring, with one of her coufins, the regal 
V0L.VIL P title, 



Digitized by 



Google 



210 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

title, and of referving in her own hands the fob- 
ftahce of fuprcme power. He received the pro- 
pofal with profound refpeft and afFeded gratitude ; 
and the eloquent Cafliodorius announced to the fe- 
nate and the emperor, that Amalafontha and 
Theodatus had afcended the throne of Italy, His 
birth (for his mother was the fitter of Theodoric) 
might be confidered as an imperfeft title ; and the 
choice of Amalafontha was more ftrongly direfted 
by her contempt of his avarice and pufillanimity, 
which had deprived him of the love of the Ita- 
lians, and the efteem of the Barbarians. Bat Theo- 
datus was exafperated by the contempt which he 
deferved : her juftice had repreffed and reproached 
the oppreffion which he exercifed, againft his Tuf- 
can neighbours ; and the principal Goths, united 
by common guilt and refentment, confpired to 
, Kcr exile inftigatc his flow and timid difpofition. The 
A.^^D^^j^'j, letters of congratulation were fcarcely difpatched 
April 30. before the queen of Italy was imprifoned in a fmall 
ifland of the lake of Bolfena ", where, after a fliort 
confinement, (he was ftrangled in the bath, by the 
• order, or with the connivance, of the new king, 
who inftrufted his turbulent fubjefts to fhed the 
blood of their fovereigns. 
Beiifanui . Juftiuian beheld with joy the diflenfions of the 
rCbduw''"'^ Goths; and the mediation of an ally concealed 

Sicily^ 

ss The lake, from the neighbouring towns of Etrurla, ^as fiiied either 
Vul/imcnfit (now of Bolfena) or TarquinlcnAs. It bfurroundcd with white 
rocks, and ftorcci with fi(h and wild-fowl. The younger Pliny (Epift. ii. 
96. ) celebrates two woody iflands that floated on its waters : if a fable, how 
credulous the ancients!— >if a fad, how carclefs the modems! Yet, £nce 
Pliry, the idand may have been 6xcd by new and gradual fucceflions. 
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and promoted the ambitious views of the con- chap. 



XLU 



queror. His ambaffadors, in their public audience, 
demanded the fortrefs of Lilybaeum, ten Barbarian ^- ^- ^35t 
fugitives, and a juft compenfation for the pillage 
of a fmall town on the Illyrian borders } but they , 
fecretly negotiated with Theodatus to betray the 
province of Tufcany, and tempted Amalafontha 
to extricate herfelf from*danger and perplexity, by 
a free furrender of the kingdom of Italy. A 
falfe and fervile epiftle wa§' fubfcribed' jiy the re- 
luftant hand of the captive queen : but Jhe con- 
feflion of the Roman fenator.s, \vho wejfe , fent to 
Conftantinople, revealed the truth of her;,4eplo- 
rable fituation ; and Juftinian, by the Voice of a 
new ambaflador, ttioft powerfully interceded for 
her life and liberty. Yet the fecret ihftruftions 
of the fame minifter were adapted to ferve the 
cruel jealoufy of Theodora, who dreaded the pre- 
fence and fuperior charms of a rival : he prompted, 
with artful and ambiguous hints, the execu- 
tion of a crime fo iffeful to the Romans ^^ ; received 
the intelligence of her death with grief and indig- 
nation, and denounced, in his matter's name, im- • 
mortal war againfl: the perfidious aiTaflin. • In Italy, 
as well as in Africa, the guilt of an ufurper ap- 
peared to juftify the arms of Juftinian; but the 
forces which he prepared, were infufficient for the 
fubverfion of a mighty kingdom, if their feeble 

S* YctProcopius difcredits his own evidence (Anecdot. c."i6.), by con- 
felTing that in his public luftory be had 'not fpoken the truth. See the 
Epiftl'es from queen Gundellna to the Emprefs Theodora (Var. x. ao, «i. 
23. and obferve a Aifpicious word, de ilia perfon^^ &c.) with the elaborate 
Coauaentary of Buac (tom.x. p. 177— 185.)* 

• ' Pa numbers 
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numbers had not been multiplied by the Hame^ 
the fpirit^ and the condud of an hero. A chofea 
troop of guards, who ferved on horfeback, and 
vrere armed with lances and bucklers, attended the 
perfon of Belifarius : his cavalry was compofed of 
two hundred Huns, three hundred Moors, and 
four thoufand confederates j and the infantry con- 
fiiled only of three thoufand Ifaurians. Steering 
the fame courfe as in his former expedition, the 
Roman c<3pful caft anchor before Catana in Sicily, 
to furvey the ftrength of the ifland, and to decide 
whether he ihould attempt the conqueft, or peace^ 
ably purfue his voyage for the African coaft. He 
found a fruitful land and a friendly people. Not- 
withftanding the decay of agriculture, Sicily ftill 
fupplied the granaries of Rome ; the farmers were 
gracioufly exempted from the oppreffion of military 
quarters ; and the Goths, who trufled the defence 
of the ifland to the inhabitants, had fome reafon to 
complain, that their confidence was ungratefully 
betrayed. Inftead of foliciting and expeding the 
aid of the king of Italy, they yielded to the firft 
fummons a cheerful obedience : and this province, 
the firft fruits of the Punic wars, was again, after a 
long feparation, united to the Roman empire *^ 
The Gothic garri(bn of Palermo, which alone at* 
tempted to refift, was reduced, after a ihort fiege, 
by a fingular ftratagem« Belifarius introduced his 

57 For the conqueft of Sleily, compare the namttive of Prccopius tvith 
the complaint! of Totila (Gothic. I. i, c. 5. 1. iii. c. i6.)* The Gothif 
queen had late)y rcUeved that tbanklefs ifland (Var. U. I9» si)- 
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ffiips into the deepeft recefs of the harbour; their c h a p. 

boats were laborioufly hoifted with ropes and pul- 

lies to the topmaft head, and he filled them with 

archers, who, from that fuperior ftation, commanded 

the ramparts of the city. After this eafy, though 

fuccefsful campaign, the conqueror entered Syra* 

cufe in triumph, at the head of his vifliorious 

bands, diftributing gold medals to the people, on 

the day which fo glorioufly terminated the year of 

the confulQiip. He paffed the winter feafon in the 

palace of ancient kings, amidft the ruins of a Gre-* 

cian colony, which once extended to a circumference 

of two and twenty miles'*: but in the fpring, about 

the feftival of Eafter, the profecution of his defigns 

was interrupted by a dangerous revolt of the African 

forces. Carthage was faved by the prefence of 

Belifarius, who fuddenly landed with a thoufand 

guards. Two thoufand foldiers of doubtful faith 

returned to the ftandard of their old commander : 

and he marched, without hefitaiion, above fifty 

«iiles, to feek an enemy, whom he affefted to pity 

and defpife. Eight thoufand rebels trembled at 

his approach ; they were routed at the firft onfet, 

by the dexterity of their matter : and this ignoble 

viftory would have reftored the peace of Africa, 

if the conqueror had not been haftily recalled to 

Sicily, to appeafe a fedition which was kindled 

S^ The anc'cnt magnitude and fplendour of the five quarters of Syracufe, 
are delineated by Cicero (in Verrem, adio ii. l.iv. c. 52, 53.)! Strabo (1. vi, 
p. 415 ), and cl*0rville Sicula (tom. ii. p. 174— ioi.)» 1'**« "^^ ^^^y> **" 
ilurcd by Auguftys^ihruok towards the iiland. 
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during his abfence in his own camp ''• Diforder 
and difobedience were the common malady of the 
times : the genius to command, and the virtue to 
obey, refided on'y in the mind of Belifarius. 
Reign and Although Thcodatus defcended from a race of 
Thtodatus, heroes, he was ignorant of the art, and averfe to 
the Gothic the dangers, of war. Akhough he had ftudicd the 
Jtaiy, writings of Plato and Tully, philofophy was in- 

oaobeJ— capable of -purifying his mind from the bafeft 
Au^i"^' paffions, avarice and fear. He had purchafed a 
fceptre by ingratitude and murder : at the firfl 
' menace of an enemy, he degraded his own majefly, 
and that of a nation, which already difdained their 
unworthy fovereign. Aftoniflied by the recent 
example of Gelim^r, he faw himfelf dragged in 
chains through the ftreets of Conftantinople : the 
terrors which Belifarius infpired, were heightened 
by the eloquence of Peter, the Byzantine ambaf- 
fador ; and that bold and fnbtle advocate perfuaded 
him to fign a treaty, too ignominious to become 
the foundation of a lafting peace. It was ftipu- 
lated, that in the acclamations of the Roman peo- 
ple, the name of the emperor fliould be always 
proclaimed before that of. the Gothic king ; and 
that as often as the ftatue of Theodatus was erefted 
in brafs or marble, the divine image of Juftinian 
fliould be placed on jts right hand. Inftead of 
conferring, the king of Italy was reduced to folicit, 

59 Procoplus (Vandal. I. ii. c. 14, 15.) fo clearly relates the return of 
Bc.ifarius into Sicily (p. 146. idit. Hocfchclii), tlwt I am aftonitfhcd at the 
I Arangc mifapprchcniion and reproaches of a learned critic (Oeuvreick la 

Mothe le Vayer, torn. viii. p. 162^163.). 

the 
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the honours of the fenate ; and the confent of the c h a f. 
emperor was made indifpfenfable before he could 
execute, againft a prieft or fenator, the fentence 
either of death or confifcation. The feeble monarch 
refigned the poffeffion of Sicily ; offered, as the 
annual mark of his dependence, a crown of gold, 
of the weight of three hundred pounds ; and pro- 
mifed to fupply, at the requifition of his fovereign, 
three thoufand Gothic auxiliaries for the fervice of 
the empire. Satisfied with thefe extraordinary 
concdHons, the fuccefsful agent of Juftinian haf- 
tened his journey to Conftantinople ; but no fooner 
had he reached the Alban villa ^'', than he was re- 
called by the anxiety of Theodatus ; and the dia- 
logue which paffed between the king and the 
ambaffador deferves to be reprefented in its original 
fimplicity. " Are you of opinion that the em- 
*' peror will ratify this treaty ? PerhapSn If he 
*' refufes, what confequence will enfue ? War, 
*' Will fuch a war be juft or reafonable ? Moji 
** ajfufedly : every one Jhould ail according to bis 
** cbarailer* What is your meaning ? Tou are a 
** philofopher-^^yufiinian is emperor of the Ro' 
*' mans : it would ill become the difciple of Plato 
*' to Jhed the blood ofthoufands in his private quar- 
•' rel : the fuccejfor of Augujius Jhould vindicate his 
•* rights, and recover by arms the ancient provinces 
«* qfbis empire J* This reafoning might not con- 

60 The ancient Alha was ruined in the firft age of Rome. On the fame 
fpot, or at leaft in the neighbourhood, fucccfliveiy arofc, i. The villa of 
Pompey^^c. a. A camp of the Praetorian cohorts. 3. The modem epif- 
copal city of Albanum or Albano (Procop. Goth. 1. il« c. 4. Cluvcr. Ital. 
^tlq. torn. ii. p. 914.}* 

P 4 vince, ^ 
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c M A F. viace, but it was fuf&cient to alarm and fubdue the 
f weaknefs of Theodatus ; and he foon defcended to 
his lad oiFer, that for the poor equivalent of a 
penfion of forty-eight thoiufand pounds fterling, he 
would refign the kingdom of the Goths and Ita- 
lians, and fpend the remainder of his days in the 
innocent pleafures of philofophy and agriculture. 
Both treaties were entrufted to the hands of the 
ambaffador, on the frail fecurity of an oath not to 
produce the fecond till the firft had been pofitively 
rejefted. The event may be eafily ft^refeen : Juf- 
tinian required and accepted the abdfcation of the 
Gothic king. His indefatigable agent returned 
from Conftantinople to Ravenna, with ample in* 
flruflions j and a fair epiftle, which praifed thi 
wifdom and generofity of the royal phiiofopher^ 
granted his penfion^ with the afliirance offuch 
honours, as a fubjefk and a catholic might enjoy ; 
and wifely referred the final execution of the treaty, 
to the prefence and authority of Belifarius. But 
in the interval of fufpenfe, two Roman generals, 
who had entered the province of Dalmatia, were 
defeated and (lain by the Gothic troops. From 
blind and abject defpair, Theodatus capricioufly 
rofe to groundlefs and fatal prefumption ^*, and 
dared to receive, with menace and contempt, the 
ambaffador of Juftinian, who claimed his promife, 
folicited the allegiance of his (ubjefts, and boldly 
afferted the inviolable privilege of his own charafter, 

'x A Sibylline oracle was ready to pronounce-— Africa captS mundtis cum 
nato peribic ; a fentence of portentous ambiguity (Gothic. 1. i. c. •j»)n which 
has been publKhed in unknown cliara^ters by Opfopzus, an editor of the 
•raclrs. The Pere Mahret has promifed a commentary ^, but all his promlfea 
have been vain and fruitlcfa. 
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The march . of Belirarias difpelled this vifionary chap. 
pride j and as the firft campaign *' was employed ia ^^^' 
the tedudlion of Sicily, the invaHon of Italy is ap- 
plied by Procopius to the fecond year of the 
Gothic war *\ 

After Belifarius had left fuiGcient garrifons in MiMm 
Palermo and Syracufe, he embarked his troops at JcaV «nd 
Meffina, and landed them, without refiftance, on st^n, 
the oppofite (hores of Rhegium. A Gothic prince, ^ ^- ^^^ 
Viho had married the daughter of Theodatus, was 
ilationed with an army to guard the entrance of 
Italy ; but he imitated, without fcruple, the ex- 
ample of a fovereign, faithlefs to his public and 
private duties. The perfidious Ebermor-deferted 
with his followers to the Roman camp, and was 
difmifled to enjoy the fervile honours of the Byzan- 
tine court ^. From Rhegium to Naples, the fleet 
and army of Belifarius, almoft always in view of 
each other, advanced near three hundred miles 
along the fea*coaft. The people of Bruttium, 
Lucania, and Campania, who abhorred the name 



• ** In hii chronology^ imitated in fomc degree from Thucydideg, Pro- 
copius be^ini each fpring the years of Juftinian and of the Gothic war; 
and his firA sra coincides with the fird of April 535, and not 536, accord- 
ing to the Annals of Baronius (PagiCrit. torn. ii. p. 555. who is followed by 
Muratori and the editors of Sigonius). Yet in fome paflage^ we are at a 
lofs to reconcile the dates Of Procopius with himfeif| and with the Chroaiclo 
of Marcellinus. 

fij The feries of the firft Gothic war it rcprefcnted by Procopius (1. 1. 
c 5—29. 1. ii. c. I — 30. 1. iii. c. 1.) lill ihe captivity of Vitigcs. With the 
aid of Sigonius (Opp. tonrj. 1. de Imp. Occident. 1. xvii, xviii.) and 
Muratori (Annali dUtaliai torn, v.), 1 have gleaned fome few additional 
fads. 

^ Jomandes, de Rebus Geticis, c. 60. p. 702. edit. Grot, and torn. U 
p* ail. Muratori, de SucceiT. Regn. p. a4i, 

and 
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CHAP, and religion , of the Goths^ embraced the fpecious 
excufe, that their ruined walls were incapable of 
defence : the foldiers paid a juft equivalent for a 
plentiful market; and curiofity alone interrupted 
the peaceful occupations of the hufbandman or 
artificer. Naples, which has fwelled to a great 
and populous capital, long cheri(hed the language 
and manners of a Grecian colony ^^ ; and the choice 
of Virgil had ennobled this elegant retreat, which 
attraded the lovers of repofe and ftudy, from the 
noife, the fmoke, and the laborious opulence of 
Rome ^\ As foon as the place was invefted by 
fea and land, Belifarius gave audience to the depu- 
ties of the people, who exhorted him to difregard 
a conqueft unworthy of his arms, to feek the Gothic 
king in a field oV battle, and, after his viftory, to 
claim, as the fovereign of Rome, the allegiance 
of the dependent cities* " When I treat with my 
*' enemies," replied the Roman chief, with an 
haughty fmile, *' I am more accuftomed to give 
" than to receive counfel : but I hold in one hand 
" inevitable ruin, and, in the other, peace and 
** freedom, fuch as Sicily now enjoys/* The im- 
patience of delay urg&d him to grant the moil 

<'S Kfro (fiys Tacitus, AnnAl. xv. 35.) Neapollm quaO Graecam urbera 
d-lcj;It. One liun.'.rc 1 and fitty years afterward*, in the time of Septimius 
Scvcrus, tUc lliUy.ijm of t!ic NtT/politans is praifsd by Pi:ilo(liacu» : 
^f.o; L/.Xr.v:, xai aj-i,;co*, o&ev xaw raj avudouq ro/v Xoyw E?yA>)yi>to* u<Tk 
(Icon. 1. i. p. 763. c.'it. Clear.)- 

^^* Tijc otium of Naples is praifed hy the Roman poets, by Virjil, Horace, 
Silius Itilicus, and Melius (Ciuvcr. Ital. Ant. 1. iv. p. X149, 1150.). In 
an tkgant epil^e (Sylv. 1. ili. 5. p. 94 — yS. edit. Markland), Statins under- 
takes i)tc (iithcult talk of drawing lu« wife from the pleafurts of Roxnt to 
that calm retreat. 

liberal 
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liberal terms ; his honour fecured their performance: chap. 
but Naples was divided into two faflions ; and the 
Greek democracy was inflamed by their orators, 
who, with mudh fpirit and fome truth, reprefented 
to the multitude, that the Goths would punifli 
their defection, and that Belifarius himfelf muit 
efteem their loyalty and valour. Their delibera- 
tions, however, were not perfedly free : the city 
was commanded by eight hundred Barbarians, 
whofe wives and children were detained at Ravenna 
as the pledge of their fidelity ; and even the Jews, 
who were rich and numerous, refifted, with defperate 
enthufiafm, the intolerant laws of Judinian. In a 
much later period, the circumference of Naples ^^ 
meafured only two thoufand three hundred and 
fixty-three paces ^*: the fortifications were defended 
by precipices or the fea ; when the aquedudts were 
intercepted, a fupply of water might be drawn from, 
wells and fountains ; and the ftock of provifions 
was fufEcient to confume the patience of the 
befiegers. At the end of twenty days, that of Beli* 
farius was almoft exhaufted, and he had reconciled 
himfelf to the difgrace of abandoning the fiege, 
that he might march, before the winter feafon, 
againft Rome and the Gothic king. But his 

^ This meafure was taken by Roger I. after the conqueft of Naples 
(A. D. 1139), whicli he made the capital of his new kin^om (Cfiannonc, 
llioria Civile, torn. ii. p. 169.)' That city, the third in Chriftian Europe, 
is now at lea ft twelve miles in circumference (Jul. Caefar. Capaccii Hift. 
Neapol. 1. i. p. 47.), and contains more inhabitants (350,000) in z given 
fpace, than any othtr fpot in the known world. 

5* Not geometrical, but common, paces or fteps, of »4 French inches 
(d*AnviJie, Mcfurcs Itincrairc^, p. 7, 8.) : the 2363 do not make an Englifli 
mile* 

anxiety 
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CHAP, anxiety was relieved by the bold curibfity of an 
Ifaurian, who explored the dry channel of an aque* 
du£l, and fecretly reported, that a {iaflage might 
be perforated to introduce a file of armed foldiers 
into the heart of the city. When the work had 
been filcntly executed, the humane general riiked 
the difcovery of his fecrct, by a laft and fruitlefs 
admonition of the impending danger. In the dark«» 
nefs of the night, four hundred Romans entered 
the aqueduct, raifed therafelves by a rope, which 
they faftened to an olive tree, into the houfe or 
garden of a folitary matron, founded their trumpets^ 
furprifed the centinels, and gave admittance to 
their companions, who on all fides fcaled the walls, 
"" and burft open the gates of the city. Every 
crime which is puniftied by focial juftice, was 
pra£lifed as the rights of war; the Huns were 
diftinguiflied by cruelty and facrilege, and Belifa* 
rius alone appeared in the ftreets and churches of 
Naples, to moderate the calamities which he pre* 
difted. " The gold and filver,** he repeatedly 
exclaimed, ** are the juft rewards of your valour, 
** But fp?ire the inhabitants, they are Chriftians, 
•* they are fuppliants, they are now your fellow- 
•* fubjefts. Reftorp the children to their parents, 
" the wives to their hufhands j and fhew them by 
** your generofity, of what friends they have 
*• obftinately deprived themfelves/' The city was 
iaved by the virtue aad authority of its conqueror % 

and 

^ Bclifarius was reproved by Pope Sylverius for the maflacre. He 
repcoplcd Naples^ and imported colonics of African captives into Sicily^ 

Calabria^ 
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and when the Neapolitans returned to their bou^, c h a p« 
they found fome confolation in the fecret enjoy- -_r-,-m^ 
ment of their hidden treafures. The Barbarian 
garrifon enlifted in the fervice of the emperor ; 
Apulia and Calabria, delivered from the odious 
prefence of the Goths, acknowledged his dominion ; 
and the tufks of the Calydonian boar, which were 
ftill ihewn at Beneventum, are curioufly defcribed 
by the hiftorian of Belifarius^^ 

The faithful foldiers and citizens of Naples had J*^^ 
ezpeAed their deliverance from a prince, who M/» 
remained the inadive and almoft indifferent fpo6tator Au^'ft!!^ 
of their ruin* Theodatus fecured his perfon within ^* ^* *^ 
the walls of Rome^ while his cavalry advanced 
forty miles on the Appian way, and encamped ia 
the Pomptine marOies ; which, by a canal of iune« 
teen miles in length, had been recently drained 
and converted into excellent paftures '\ But the 
principal forces of the Goths were difperfed im 
Dalmatia, Venetia, and Gaul ; and the feeble mind 
of their king was confounded by the unfuccefsfui 
event of a divination, which feemed to prefage the 

Calabria^ and Apulia (Hid. MifcdJ. L xvl. in Muratorl^ torn, u p. tof» 

107.). 

7» Beneventum was built by Dlomedc, the nephew of Mclcagcr (Cluver. 
torn. ii. p. 1195, ii96.)> The Caiydurian hunt is a pi^ure of favage lile 
(Ovidy Metamorph. J viti.). Thirty or forty heroes were leagued agaio^ ^ 
bog : the biiites (not the ho^) quafrcllcd with a lady for the head. 

7« The Dtcennc^iutn is ftraogcly confounded by Ciuverius «(toin. lU" 
p. 1007.) with the river Ufens. it was in truth a canal of nineteen miles, 
frona Fornm Appli to Terra^ina, on which Horace embarked in tlie BighL 
The Decennovium which is mentioned by Lucan, UioR CaiTius, and Caffio^ 
liorius, has been fu^icicmly ruinedi rcAored^ and obUteraUd (d'Anvilie, 
Analyfe dc Tltalie^ p. z$5j &cO* 

J. downfal 
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downfal of his empire ^\ The moft abje£l flaves 
have arraigned the guilt or weaknefs of an unfor- 
tunate matter. The charafter of Theodatus was 
rrgoroufly fcrutinized by a free and idle camp of 
Barbarians, confcious of their privilege and power: 
he was declared unworthy of his race, his nation, 
and his throne ; and their general Vitiges, whofe 
valour had been fignalized in the Illyrian war, was 
raifed with unanimous applaufe on the bucklers of 
his companions. On the firft rumour, the abdi- 
cated monarch fled from the juftice of his coun- 
try ; but he was purfued by private revenge. A 
Goth whom he had injured in his love, overtook 
Theodatus on the Flaminian way, and, regardlefs 
of his unmanly cries, flaughtered him, as he lay 
proftrate on the ground, like a vidim (fays the 
hiftorian) at the foot of the altar. The choice of 
the people is the bed and pureft title to reign over 
them : yet fuch is the prejudice of every age, that 
Vitiges impatiently wiflied to return to Ravenna, 
where he might feize, with the reluftant hand of 
the daughter of Amalafontha, fome faint fhado\)/ 
of hereditary right. A national council was im- 
mediately held, and the new monarch reconciled 
the impatient fpirit of the Barbarians, to a meafure 
of difgrace, which the mifconduft of his prede- 
ccflbr rendered wife and indifpenfable. The Goths 



7* A Jew ^ratiflcH his contempt and hatred for all the Chriflians, by 
inclofing three bands, each of ten hogs, and difcrinninated by the names of 
Coths, Greeks, and Romans. Of the firft, almoft all were found dead— 
almod all the fecond were alive^of the third > half died, and the reft loft 
tlieir brlAIci. No uiifuitable emblem of the event. 

con- 
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conrenfed to retreat in' the prefence of a viaonous c h a p. 
enemy ; to delay till the next fpring the operation* 
of oflFenfive war; to fummon their fcattered forces; 
to relinquifli their diftant poffeffions, and to truft 
even Rome itfelf to the faith of its inhabitants. 
Leuderis, an aged warrior, was left in the capital 
with four thoufand foldiers ; a feeble garrifon, 
which might have feconded the zeal, though it 
wad incapable of oppofing the wifhes, of the Ro- 
mans. But a momentary enthufiafm of religion 
and patriotifm was kindled in their minds. They 
furioufly exclaimed, that the apoftolic throne fliould 
no longer be profaned by the triumph or toleration 
of Arianifm ; that the tombs of the Caefars ihould 
no longer be trampled by the favages of the north ; 
and, without reffedling, that Italy muft link into a 
province of Conftantinople, they fondly hailed the 
reftoration of a Roman emperor as a new aera of 
freedom and profperity. The deputies of the 
pope and clergy, of the fenate and people, invited 
the lieutenant of Juftinian to accept their voluntary 
allegiance, and to enter the city, whofe gates would 
be thrown open for his reception. As foon as 
Belifarius had fortified his new conquers, Naples 
and Cumse, he advanced about twenty miles to the 
banks of the Vulturnus, contemplated the decayed 
grandeur of Capua, and halted at the feparation 
of the Latin and Appian ways. The work of the 
cenfor, after the inceflant ufe of nine centuries, 
ftill preferved its primaeval beauty, and not a flaw 
could be difcovered in the large poliflied (tones, of 

15 which 
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which that folid, though narrow road, was fo 
firmlf compaded ^\ Belifarius, however^ pre* 
ferred the Latin way, which, at a diftance from 
the fea and the marflies, ikirted in a fpace of ena . 
huhdred and twenty miles along the foot of th« 
mountains. His enemies had difappeared ; when 
he made his entrance through the Afinarian gate, 
the garrifon departed without moleftation along the 
Flaminian way ; and the city, after fixty years fer- 
yitude, was delivered from the yoke of the Barba- 
rians. Leuderis alone, from a motive of pride or 
difcontent, refufed to accompany the fugitives ; 
and the Gothic chief, hinifelf a trophy of the vie* 
tory, was fent with the keys of Rome to the throne 
of the emperor Juftinian '*. 

The firft days, which coincided with the old 
Saturnalia, were devoted to mutual congratulation 
and the public joy : and the Catholics prepared to 
celebrate, without a rival, the approaching feftival 
of the nativity of Chriil. In the familiar conver* 
fation of an hero, the Romans acquired fome 
notion of the virtues which hiftory afcribed to their 
anceftors ; they were edified by the apparent 
refpeft of Belifarius for the fucceflbr of St. Peter, 



73 Bergier (HiA. des Grandi Chemms des Romsiinsy com. i. p. sii— 
ftiS. 440—444) examines the Aru£|^ure and materials, while d\\nvUle 
(Analyfede TltaUe, p. 100— '213.) definetthe geographical line. 

74 Of the firft recovery of Rome, thc^^r (536) is certain, ftppi the feri?s 
of events, railier than from the con upt, or intcrppiated, text of Procopius : 
the month (December) is afccrrainfd by Evagrius (1. iv. c. 19.) ; and the dof 
(the umb) may be admitted on the flight evidence of Nicephorus CaUifthu* 
(i. xvii. c. 13.). For this accurate chronology, wc arc, indebted to the dili- 
gence and judgnient oi Pagi (tom.ii. p. 559, 560.). 

and 
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tnd his rigid difciplifle fecured in the midfl; of war 
the bleffings of tranquillity and juftice. They ap- 
plauded the rapid fuccefs of his arms, which over- 
ran the adjacent country, as far as Narni, Perufia, 
and Spoleto ; but they trembled, the fenate, the 
clergy, and the unwarh'ke people, as foon as they 
underftood, that he had refolved, and would fpeedily 
be reduced, to fuftain a fiege againft the powers 
of , the Gothic monarchy. The defigns of Vitiges 
were executed, during the winter feafon^ with dili-^ 
gence and efied. From their ruftic habitations^ 
from their diftant garrifons, the Goths aifemSled at 
Ravenna for the defence of their country ; and 
fucfa were their numbers, that after an army had 
been detached for the relief of Palmatia, one hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand fighting men marched un- 
der the royal ftandard. According to the degrees 
of rank or merit, the Gothic king diftributed arms 
axKl horfeS) rich gifts^ and liberal promifes: he 
moved along the Flaminian way, declined the ufe- 
lefs fieges of Perufia and Spoleto, refpeded the 
imprtgnable rock of Nami, and arrived within 
two miles of Rome at the foot of the Milvian 
bridge. The narrow paffage was fortified with a 
tower, and Belifarius had computed the value of 
the twenty days, which muft be loft in the con* 
ftruftion of another bridge.^ But the confternation 
of the foldiers of the tower, who either fled or de- 
ferted, difappointed his hopes, and betrayed his 
perfon into the moft imminent danger. At the 
head of one thoufand horfe, the Roman general 
ikllied from the Flamiman gate to mark the ground 
VouVIL C[^ , of 
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of m advantageous pofition^ and to furvey the 
camp of the Barbarians ; but while he ftill believed 
them on the other fnie of the Tyber, he was fud- 
denly encompafled and aflfaulted by their innu* 
merable fquadrons. The fate of Italy depended 
on hi& life ; and the deferters pointed to the con- 
fpicuous horfe, a bay ^% with a white face, which 
he rode on that memorable day. " Aim at the 
*' bay horfe," was the univerfal cry. Every bow 
was bent, every javelin was direfted, againfl: that* 
fatal objed, and the command was repeated and 
obeyed by thoufands w ho were ignorant of ks real 
motive. The bolder Barbarians advanced to the 
more honourable combat of fwords and fpears ; and 
the praife of an enemy has graced the fall of 
Vifandus, the flandard-bearer^% who maintained 
his foremoft ftation, till he. was pierced with thir- 
teen wounds, perhaps by the hand of Belifarius 
himfelf. The Roman general was ftrong, adive, 
and dexterous: on every fide he difcharged his 
weighty and mortal ftrokes : his faithful guards 
imitated his valour, and defended his perfon ; and 
the Goths, after the lofs of a thoufand men, fled 
before the arms of an hero. They were rafhly 

75 An 1.0! ft of a bay or red colour was ftylcd yaAw; by the Creeks, bafain 
by tlic Barbaruns, and fpachx by the Romans. Honcfti fpadices, fays Vir- 
gil (Gtorgic. i. iii. 72. with the Obfervations of Martinami Htyne). XrfltJ*^ 
«r ^:ttw, figni6c$ a branch of the palm-tree, whofe name^ ^w*?, »$ fyoony* 
nious CO rtv/ (/iulas Gtllius, ii. 26. )« 

76 I interpret ^avJaXK^w;, r.ot as a proper name, but an office, ftan(?ard- 
bearerj from larrdum ( vcrxilium), a Barbaric word adopted hy the Greeks and 
Romans (Faul Diacon. 1. i. c. zo. p. 760. Grot* Nomina Gotluca^ Pr^75* 
Ducange, GioflT. Latin, torn. i. p. 539^ S4°0* 

purfued 
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putfued to their camp ; and the Romans, opprefled chap. 
by multitudes, made a gradual, and at length a pre- t.,^^,^^ 
cipitate retreat to the gates of the city : the gates 
were fhut againft the fugitives; and the public 
terror was increafed, by the report, that Belifarius 
was ilain. His countenance was indeed disfigured 
by fweat, duft, and blood ; his voice was hoarfe, 
his ftrength was almofl: exhaufted ; but his uncon- 
querable fpirit ftill remained; he imparted that 
fpirit to his defponding companions ; and their lad 
defperate charge was felt by the flying Barbarians^ 
as if a new army, vigorous apd entire, had been 
poured from the city. The Flaminian rate was VaiooroT 
thrown open to a real tnumph ; but it was not be« 
fore Belifarius had vifited every poft, and provided 
for the public lafety, that he could be perfuaded 
by his wife and friends, to tafte the needful refrefli- 
ments of food and fleep. In the more improved 
fiate of the ^rt of war, a general is feldom required 
or even permitted to difplay the perfonal prowefs 
of a foldier ; and the example of Belilarius may be 
added to the rare examples of Henry IV. of Pyrrhus, 
and of Alexander. 

After this firft and unfuccefsful trial of their His defence 
enemies, the whole army of the Goths pafled the ^ ^"** 
Tyber, and formed the fiege of the city, which 
continued above a year, till their final departure. 
Whatever fancv may conceive, the fevere compafs 
of the geogr*(pher defines the circumference of 
Rome within a line of twelve miles and three hun- 
dred and forty-five paces ; and that circumference, 
except in the Vatican, has invariably been the lame 
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CHAP, from the triumph of Aureliw to the peaceful but 
obfcure rdgn of the modern popes ^^. But in the 
day of her greatnefs, the fpace within her walls was 
crowded with habitations and inhabitants ; and the 
populous fuburbs, that ftretched along the public 
roads, were darted like fo many rays from one 
common centre. Adverfity fwept away thefe ex- 
traneous ornaments, and left ndktd and defolate 
a confiderable part even of the feven hills. Tet 
Rome in its prefent ftate could fend into the 
field above thirty thoufand males of a military 
age '' i and, notwithftanding the want of difcipline 
and exercife, the far greater part, enured to the 
hardihips of poverty, might be capable of bearing 
arms for the defence of their country and re%ion. 
The prudence of Belifarius did not negled this 
important refource. His foldiers were relieved by 
the zeal and diligence of the people, who watched 
ivhile tbey flept, and laboured while ibey repofed : 
he accepted the voluntary fervice of the braveft 
and moft indigent of the Roman youth ; and the 
companies of townfmen fometimes reprefented, in 
a vacant poft, the prefence of the troops which 
had been drawn away to more effential duties. But 

77 M. d'Anvillc has given, in the Memoirs of the Academy for the yc*r 
1756 (torn. XXX. p. 198—^36.), a plan of Rome on a fmaller fcale, but fir 
ttiore accurate than that which he had delineated in 1738 for RoUili*s hiftoiy. 
Experience had improved his knowledge } and, inAead of RoiTi's topography, 
he ufed the new and excellent mapofNoUi. Pliny's old meafureofxili 
muft be reduced to viii miles. It is cafier to alter a text, than to remove 
hills or buildings. 

7» In the year 1709, Labat (VoyagtsenItalle,tom.iii- p.%t2,) ndnwei 
j|S,568 ChriAIan fouls, bcfides 8 or io,oco Jcws«-without fouk?— 4nth« 
year 1763, the numbers exceeded 160,000. 
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his juft confidence was placed in the veterans who chap. 
had fought under his banner in the Perfian and Afri- 
can wars ; and although that gallant band was re- 
duced to five thoufand men, he undertook, with 
fuch contemptible numbers, to defend a circle of 
twelve miles, againft an army of one himdred and 
fifty thoufand Barbarians. In the walls of Rome, 
which Belifarius conftrufted or reftored, the ma- 
terials of ancient architefture may be difcerned ^' ; 
and the whole fortification was completed, except 
in a chafm flill extant between the Pincian and 
Flaminian gates, which the prejudices of the Goths 
and Romans left under' the effcftual guard of St. 
Peter the apoftle "^ The battlements or baftions 
were fhaped in (harp angles ; a ditch, broad and 
deep, protefted the foot of the rampart ; and th^ 
archers on the rampart were affifted by military 
engines ; the balijla^ a powerful crofs-bow, which 
darted fhort but maffy arrows ; the onagri^ or wild 
affes, which, on the principle of a fling, threw 
(lones and bullets of an enormous fize ^\ A chain 
xras drawn acrofs the Tyber ; the arches of the 
aquedufts were made impervious, and the mole or 

79 The accurate «ye of Nardini(Roma Antica, l.i. cviii, p. 31.) could 
<]iiling:ui(h the tumuliuaric opera di Uclifario. 

*o The fiflurc aiid leaning in the upper part of the wall, wlikh Procopius 
obftrved (Goth. 1. i. c. 13 ), is vifible to the prcfcnt hour (DonaL RonMi 
Veius, Li. c. 17. p. 5^, 54.). 

•« Lipfius (Opp. torn. iii. Poliorcet. 1. Hi.) was ignorant of thii clear 
and oonfpicuous pafTageof Procopius (Goth. Li. c. ai.). The engine wat 
named cM^fo;, the wild afs, a calcitrando ( Hen. Stpph. Thcfaur. Lingua 
Oraec torn. ii. p. 1340, 1341. torn. iii. p. S77.). 1 have feen an ingenioot 
model, contrived and executed by general Meivillei wluch imitates or fucv 
pafle« the art of vitiquity. 

O 5 fepulchre 
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CHAP, fepulchre of Hadrian ** was converted, for the firft 



XLI 



time, to the ufes of a citadel. That venerable 
ftrufture, which contained the aflies of the Anto- 
nines, was a circular turret rifing from a quadran- 
gular bafis : it was covered with the white marble 
of Paros, and decorated by the ftatues of gods and 
heroes ; and the lover of the arts muft read with a 
figh, that the works of Praxiteles or Lyfippus were 
torn from their lofty pedeflals, and hurled into the 
ditch on the heads of the befiegers '*. To each of 
his lieutenants, Belifarius affigned the defence of a 
gate, with the wife and peremptory inllruSion, 
that, whatever might be the alarm, they Ihould 
fleadily adhere to their refpeftive pods, and truft 
their general for the fafety of Rome. The formi- 
dable hoft of the Goths was infufEcient to embrace 
the ample meafure of the city : of the fourteen 
gates, feven only were inverted from the Prseneftine 
to the Flaminian wayj and Vitigcs divided his 
troops into fix camps, each of whicli was fortified 
with a ditch and rampart. On the Tufcan fide 
of the river, a feventh encampment was formed 
in the field or circus of the Vatican, for the im- 
portant purpofe of commanding the Milvian bridge 

3» Thedcfcriptionof this maofoleum, or mole, in Procopius (I. i. c «50> 
}% the ftrft and btft. The height above the walls o-X'^" K A*flK/?»Auf. 
On Noll;*s great plan, tlu- Tides mearurc 260 Engliih feet. 

Ij Praxitc!t s excelKd in F.iuns, and that of Athens was his own mafter- 
piezt. Rome now oiitain!s above thiity of the fame charatler. When the 
ditch of St. An.elo was cleanfed under Urban VIII. the workmen found 
the fl.'eping Faun of the Carberini palace i but a kg, a thigh, and the right 
•rm> had betn bioken from that beautiful Hmuc ( Winckclinan> Hiil.de 
i'Arty torn. ii. p. 52, 53. torn iii. p. 265). 
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and the courfe of the Tyber ; but they approached c h ^a p. 
with devotion the adjacent church of St. Peter ; s-^^ii-v-w 
and the tlirefhold of the holy apoIUes was refpeded 
during the fiege by a Chriflian enemy. In the 
ages of vidory^ as often as the fenate decreed fomc 
diftant conqueft, the conful denounced hollilities, 
by unbarring, in folemn pomp, the gates of the 
temple of Janus \ Domeftic war now rendered 
the admonition fuperfluous, and the ceremony was 
fuperfeded by the eftablKhment of a new religion. 
But the brazen temple of Janus was left (landing 
in the forum ; of a fize fufEcient oqly to contain 
the ftautue of the god, five cubits in height, of a 
human form, but with two faces, directed to the 
eafl: and weft. The double gates were likewife of 
brafs ; and a fruitlefs effort to turn them on their 
nifty hinges, revealed the fcandalous fecret, that 
fome Romans were ftill attached to the fuperflirion 
of their anceftors. 

Eighteen days were employed by the befiegers, Rcpnircsa 
to provide all the inftruments of attack which an- f,*"it "rt^^^^ 
tiquity had invented. Fafcines were prepared to ^®*'**- 
fill the ditches, fcaling-ladders to afcend the walls. 
The largeft trees of the foreft fupplied the timbers 
of four battering-rams; their heads were armed 
with iron ; they were fufpended by ropes, and each 
of them was worked by the labour of fifty men. 
The lofty wooden turrets moved on wheels or 

*♦ Procopius has given the bell dcfcription of the temple of Janus, a 
naticnal deity of Latium (Heyne, Excuif. v. ad 1. vii. y^neid.). it was 
once Ji gate in the primitive city of Romulus and Numa (Nardini, p. 13« 
256. 3%9>}- Virgil has defcribed the ancient rile, like a poet and an antl- 
qu^riaiu 
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rollers, and formed a fpacious platform of the kvel 
oi the rampart. On the morning of the nineteenth 
day, a general attack was made from the Prae« 
neftine gate to the Vatican: feven Gothic columns^ 
with their military engines, advanced to the affault ; 
and the Romans who lined the ramparts, liftened 
with doubt and anxiety to the cheerful aflurances 
of their commander. As foon as the enemy ap- 
proached the ditch, Belifarius himfelf drew the firfl 
arrow ; and fuch was his ftrength and dexterity, 
that he transfixed the foremoft of the Barbarian 
leaders, A ihout of applaufe and vidary was re* 
echoed along the wall. He drew a fecond arrow, 
and the ftroke was followed with the fame fuccefs 
pnd the fame acclamation. The Roman genenj 
then gave the word, that the archers fbould aim at 
the teams of oxen ; they were inftantly covered 
with mortal wounds ; the towers which they drew, 
remamed ufelefs and immoveable, and a fingle mo* 
ment difconcerted the laborious projeSs of the 
king of the Goths. After this difappointment, 
Vitigeft ftill continued, or feigned to continue, the 
aifault of the Salarian gate, that he might divert 
the attention of bis adverfary, while his principal 
forces more ftrenuoufly attacked the Prseneftine 
gate and the fepulchre of Hadrian, at the diftance 
of three miles from each other. Near the former, 
the double walls of the Vivarium *' were low or 
broken ; the fortifications of the latter were feebly 

•j Vvvanum was an angle in the new wall incloM for wild beafls (Pro- 
popiu^, Goth. ). !. €.23.). The fpot is ftill viftble in Kardini (1. iv. c. t. 
p. I5^y 160.) and NoUi^s great plan of Rome. 
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guarded : the vigour of the Goths was excited c ha p. 
by the hope of viflory and fpoil ; and if a fmgle '■— ".^-^ 
poft had given way, the Romans, and Rome itfelf^ 
were irrecoverably loft. This perilous day was the 
moft glorious in the life of Belifarius. Amidft 
tumult and difmay, the whole plan of the attack 
and defence was diflindly prefent to his mind ; he 
obferved the changes of each inftant, weighed every 
poilible advantage, tranfported his perfon to the 
fcenes of danger, and communicated his fpirit ia 
calm and decifive orders. The contefl: was fiercely 
maintained from the morning to the evening ; the 
Goths were repulfed on all fides, and each Roman 
might boaft, that he had vanqulfhed thirty Bar* 
barians, if the ftrange difproportion of numbers 
were not counterbalanced by the merit of one man* 
Thirty thoufand Goths, according to the confeffioa 
of their own chiefs, periflied in this bloody afUbn ; 
and the multitude of the wounded was equal to 
that of the flain. When they advanced to the 
alTault, their clofe diforder fuffered not a javelin to 
fall without «ffed ; and as they retired, the poptt« 
lace of the city joined the purfuit, and flaughtered^ 
with impunity, the backs of their flying enemies* 
3eliiarius inftantly fallied from the gates ; and while His rallies. 
the foldiers chaunted his name and vidory, the 
hoftile engines of war were reduced to alhes. Such 
was the lofs and confternation of the Goths, that, 
from this day, the fiege of Rome degenerated 
into a tedious and indolent' blockade ; and they 
were inceflantly harailed by the Roman general, 
who^ in fre(|uent (kirmiihes^ deftroyed above five 
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CHAP, thoufand of tlieir braveft troops. Their cavalry 
'^"' , was unpraftifed in the ufe of the bow; their 
archers ferved on foot ; and this divided for>:e was 
incapable of contending with their adverfaries, 
whofe lances and arrows, at a diftance, or at hand, 
were alike formidable. The confummate Ikill of 
Bclifarius embraced the favourable opportunities : 
and as he chofe the ground and the moment, as he 
preiTed the charge or founded the retreat", the 
fquadrons which he detached were feldom' unfuc- 
cefsful. Thefe partial advantages difFufed an im- 
patient ardour among the foldiers and people, 
who began to feel the hardlhips of a fiege, and to 
difregard the dangers of a general engagement. 
Each plebeian concfsived himfelf to be an hero, and 
the infantry, who, fince the decay of difcipline, 
were rejeded from the line of battle, afpired to the 
ancient honours of the Roman legion. Belifarius 
praifed the ipirit of his troops, condemned their 
prefumption, yielded to their clamours, and pre- 
pared the remedies of a defeat, the poffibility of 
which he alone had courage to fufpeft. In the 
quarter of the Vatican, the Romans prevailed; 
and if the irreparable moments had not been wafted 
in the pillage of the camp, they might have occu- 
pied the Milvian bridge, and charged in the rear 
of the Gothic, hoft. On the other fide of the 



^ For the Roman trumpet and ks various notes, confult Llpfius, de 
Militia Romana (Opp. torn. Hi. I, iv. Dialog:., x. p. 125 — 129.). A mode 
of diftinguifhing the cla-'je by the hoifc-trumprt of folid brafs, and ihe 
retreat by the foot-trumpet of leather and light wood, was recommended by 
Procopius, And adopted by BcJifarius ^Goth. l.ii. c 2.3.}, 
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Tybcr, Belifarius advanced from the Pincian and chap. 

• XLI 

Salarian gates. Bat his army, four thoufand foU _^,A_r 
diers perhaps, was lofl in a fpacious plain ; they 
were encompaflfed and oppreffed by frefli multi- 
tudes, who continually relieved the broken ranks 
ef the Barbarians. The valiant leaders of the 
infantry were unlkilled to conquer ; 'they died : the 
retreat (an hafty retreat) was covered by the pru- 
dence of the general, and the vi£kors ftarted back 
with affright from the formidable afpeft of an 
armed rampart. The reputation of Belifarius was 
unfullied by a defeat ; and the vain confidence of 
the Goths was not lefs ferviceable to his defigns, 
than the repentance and modefty of the Roman 
troops. 

From the moment that Belifarius had deter- Diiircfs or 
mined tofuftain a fiege, his afliduous care pro- ***!^**'* 
vided Rome againft the danger of famine, more 
dreadful than the, Gothic arms. An extraordinary 
fupply of corn was imported from Sicily : the har- 
vefts of Campania and Tufcany were forcibly 
fwept for the ufe of the city: and the rights of 
private property were infringed by the flrong plea 
of the public fafety. It might eafily be forefeen 
that the enemy would intercept the aqueduSs ; and 
the ceflation of the water-mills was the firfl incon- 
venience, which was fpeedily removed by mooring , 
large veflels, and fixing mill-ftones in the current 
of the river. The flream was foon embarrafTed 
by the trunksf of trees, and polluted with dead 
bodies ; yet fo effeAual were the precautions of 
the Roman general, that the waters of the Tyber 

ftiU 
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ftill continued to gire motion to the milb and 
drink to the inhabitants ; the more diftant quarters 
\9ext fupplied from domeftic wells ; and a befieged 
city might fupport, without impatience, the priva- 
tion of her public baths« A large portion of Romci 
from the Praaneftine gate to the church of St. Paul, 
was never invefted by the Goths ; their excurfions 
were reftraincd by the aftivity of the Mooriih 
troops: the navigation of the Tyber, and the 
Latin, Appian, and Oftian ways, were left free and 
unmolefted for the introdu^ion of corn and cattle, 
or the retreat of the inhabitants, who fought a 
refuge in Campania or Sicily. Anxious to relieve 
himfelf from an ufelefs and devouring multitude, 
Belifarius iflued his peremptory orders for the 
inftant departure of the women, the children, and 
Saves ; required his foldiers to difmifs their male 
and female attendants, and regulated their allov* 
ance, that one moiety (hould be given in provi- 
lions, and the other in money. His forefight was 
juftified by the increafe of the public diflrefs, as 
foon as the Goths baH occupied two important 
ij^oOfA in the neighbourhood of Rome. By the lofs 
of the port, or» as it is now called, the city of 
Porto, he was deprived of the country on the right 
of the Tyber, and the bed communication with 
the fea ; and he refleded with grief and anger, that 
three hundred men, could he have fpared fuch a 
fedUe band, might have defended its impregnable 
works. Seven miles from the capital, between the 
Appian and the Latin ways^ two principal aquedaSs 
^roifmg, and again crofiing each other^ inclofed 
8 within 
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witHio iheir folid and lofty arches a fortified fpace*', chap. 
where Vitiges eftabliflied a camp of fcven thoufand 
Goths to intercept the convoys of Sicily and 
Campania. The granaries of Rome were infen- 
Gb\y exhaufted, the adjacent country had been 
wafted with fire and fword ; fuch fcanty fupplies 
as might yet be obtained by hafty excurfions^ tvere 
the reward of valour, and thepurcfaafe of wealth: 
the forage of the horfes, and the bread of the foU 
diers, never failed ; but in the laft months of the 
fcge, the people was expofed to the. miferies of 
fcarcity, unwholefome food", and contagious dif- 
orders* Belifarius faw and pitied their fufferings ; 
but he had forefeen, and he watched the decay of 
thm loyalty, and the progrefs of their difcontent. 
Adverfity had awakened the Romans from the 
dreasns of grandeur and freedom, and taught them 
the Juimiliating leffon, that it was of final i moment 
to their real happinefs, whether the name of their 
mafter was derived from the Gothic or the Latin 
language. The lieuten^int of Juftinian liftened to 
their juft complaints, but he rejed:ed with difdaiu 
the idea of flight or capitulation ; repreffed their 

*7 Procopius (Goth. L ii. c. 3.) has forgot to name Chcfe aqueduQs : nor 
an fuch a double iDterfcAion, at fuch a diftance from Rome, be clearlj^- 
afccrtxiBcd fsom th<; writings of Frontinus Fabietti and Efchinard, de Aquia 
4nd de A^TO Romano^ or from the local maps of Lameti and CingolanL 
Seven or eight miles from the city (50 Aad'n), on the rpad to Albano* 
between the Latin and Appian ways, I difcern the remains of an aqucdttdl 
(probably the Septimian), a feries (639 paces) of archer twenty-five felt 
high (v-^'SXw E0>ay«y). 

M They made faufaget, aX>.ftTa;, of mule'i fie (h : unwholefome^ 4f tht" 
aolfflals had died of the plague. Otherwife the famous Bologna (in(i%fi% ar« 
laid to U oiade of afs flcfli (Voyages de Ubat« torn. li. p. iiS.)* 

clamorous 
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CHAP, clamorous impatience for battle ; amufed tlient 
v^^v-Lj with the profped of fure and fpeedy relief; and 
fecured himfelf and the city from the efFeds of theif 
defpair or treachery. Twice in each month he 
changed the ftation of the officers to whom the 
cuftody of the gates was committed : the various 
precautions, of p&troles, watch- words, lights, and 
mufic, were repeatedly employed to difcover what- 
ever paffed on the ramparts ; out-guards were 
pofted beyond the ditch, and the trufty vigilance 
of dogs fupplied the more doubtful fidelity of man- 
kind. A letter was intercepted, which aifured the 
king of the Goths, that the Afmarian gate, adjoin- 
ing to the Lateran church, {hould be fecretly 
Etiie of opened to his troops. On the proof or fufpidon 
ijopcsyive- ^f ^j-gj^f^Q^ fevcral fenators were banilhed, and the 
liol^i"^' pope Sylverius was fummoned to attend the rcpre- 
ientative of his fovereign, at his head-quarters in 
the Pincian palace '^ The ecclefiaftics who fol- 
lowed their bilhop, were detained in the firft or 
fecond apartment % and he alone was admitted to 
the prefence of Bclifarius. The conqueror of 
Rome and Carthage was niodeftly feated at the 
feet of Antonina, who reclined on a ftately couch : 

*9 The name of the palace, the hill, and the adjoining gate, were all 
derived from the fcnaior Plncms. Some recent vefUges of temples and 
cburclu's are now fmoothed in the garden of the Minims ol the Trinlta del 
Monte (Nardiniy 1. iv. c. 7. p. 196. Efchlnard, p. 209, a 10. die old plan 
cf BufTalmo, and tlie great plan of Nolli). Eclifarius had fixed his Aatioo 
between the Pin*.ian and Salarian gates (Frocop. Goth. 1. i. c. X5.)* 

9*=> From the mention of the primum et fecundum velum, it fhoold feem 
l^t delirmu!>, even in a flcge, rcprcfented the emperor^ and maintained 
tke proud ctrcmonial of the Byzantine palace. 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ftjj 

the general was filent, but the voice of reproach chap. 
and menatre iffued from the mouth of his impe- y^^,^.^^ 
rious wife. Accufed by credible witnefles, and 
the evidence of his own fubfcription, the fuc- 
ceiTor of St. Peter was defpoiled of bis pen-* 
dfical ornaments, clad in the mean habit of a 
monk, and embarked. Without delay, for a diftant 
exile in the £aft. At the emperor's command, 
the clergy of Rome proceeded to the choice of a 
new bifliop ; and after a folemn invocation of the 
Holy Ghoft, elected the deacon Vigilius, who had 
purcbafed the papal throne by a bribe of two hun- 
dred pounds of gold. The profit, and confequently 
the guilt, of this fimony, was imputed to Belifa^ 
rius : but the hero obeyed the orders of his wife ; 
Antonina ferved the paflions of the emprefs ; and 
Theodora lavifhed her treafures, in the vain hope 
of obtaining a pontiff hoftile or indifferent to the 
council of Chalcedon ''• 

The epiftle of Belifarius to the emperor an« Deiivorance 
nounced his viftory, his danger, and his refolution. ^^^^**^^'^>'- 
*' According to your commands, we have entered 
" the dominions of the Goths, and reduced to 
your obedience, Sicily, Campania, and the 
city of Rome : but the lofs of thefe conquefts 
will be more difgraceful than their acquifition 
was glorious. Hitherto we have fuccefsfully 



<c 



fought againft the multitude of the Barbarians, but 

9t Of this aA of facrllcgc, Procopius (Goth. 1. i. c. 15.) is a dry and 
relu^lvnt witncf;. Ttie narratives of Liberatus (Dreviariuni, c* 12.) and 
Anaftafius ^de Vit. Font. p. 39.} are charad^eriltic, but pafllonace. Hear 
the execrations of Cardinal Baronlu$ (A. D. 536, No. 123. A. D. 53S» 
No. 4'-i-zo.} : portentuniy facinus omni execratlone dignum. 

*« their 
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thetr multitudes may finally prevail. ViftoTy is the 
" gift of Providence, but the reputation of kings and 
** generals depends on the fuccrfs or the failure of 
" their defigns. Permit me to fpeak with free- 
** dom : if you wift that we (hould live, fend us 
•* fabfiftence ; if you defire that we fliould con- 
** qucr, fend us arms, borfes, and men. The 
" Romans have received us as friends and deli- 
•• verers ; but in.our prefent diftrefs, they will be 
•* either betrayed by their confidence, or we fliall 
" be opprefled by their treachery and hatred. For 
** myfelf, my life is confecrated to your fervice : 
•^ it is yours to refleft, whether my death in this 
** (ituation will contribute to the glory and pro- 
«* fperity of your reign.'* Perhaps that reign would 
have been equally profperous, if the peaceful mafter 
of the Eaft had ^^ftained from the conqueft of 
Africa and Italy : but as Juftinian was ambitious 
of fame, he made feme efforts, they were feeble 
and languid, to fupport and refcue his vtftorious 
general. A reinforcement of fixteen hundred Scla- 
vonians and Huns was led^by Martin and Vale- 
rian ; and as they had repofed during the winter 
feafon in the harbours of Greece, the ftrength of 
the men and horfes was not impaired by the 
fatigues of a fea-voyage; and they didinguiflied 
thfifir valour in the firit fally againft the befiegers. 
About the time of the fummer folftice, Euthalius 
landed at Terraclna with large fums of money for 
the payment of the troops : he cautioufly proceeded 
along the Appian way, and this convoy entered 
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Rome through the gate Capena**, while BehTa- ^"^^? 
rius, on the other fide, diverted the attention of ^.,>-,.^ 
the Goths by a vigorous and fuccefsful ikirmifli* 
Thefe feafonable aids, the ufe and reputation of 
.which were deiteroufly managed by the Roman 
general, revived the courage, or at lead the hopes, 
of the foldiers and people. The hiftorian ProcOf^ 
pius was dirpatched with an important commiflion, 
to colled the troops and provifions which Cam- 
pania could furnifh, or Conftantinople had fent ; 
and the fecretary of Belifarius was foon followed 
by Antonina herfelf'', who boldly traverfed the 
pofts of the enemy, and returned with the Ori- 
ental fuccours to the relief of her hufband and the 
befieged city* A fleet of three thoufand Ifaurians 
caft anchor in the bay of Naples, and afterwards at 
Oftia. Above two thoufand horfe, of whom a 
part were Thracians/ landed at Tarentum ; and^ 
after the junction of five hundred foldiers of Cam- 
pania, and a train of waggons laden with wine and 
flour, they direded their march on the Appian 
way, from Capua to the neighbourhood of Rome. 
The forces that arrived by land and fea, were united 
at the mouth of the Tyber. Antonina convened 
a council of war : it was refolved to furmount, 
with falls and oars, the adverfe ftream of the river : 
and the Goths were apprehenfive of diflurbing, by 

9^ The old Capena was removed by Aarelian to, or near, tlie modern 
gate of Sc. Sebaftian (fee NoUPs plan). That memorable fpot has been 
confecrated by the Egeriap grove, the memory of Nunui, triumphal arches^ 
the fepulchres of the Scipios, Metelli, Arc 

9J The expreiHon of Procopius has an invldioui caft— ru^^ tx nt 
mtr^oT^ Tijy a^tn arvftSntrofitrv njxfa39Kt» (Co(h. 1. U. €.4.). Yet he 
ia fpcaking of a woman. ^ 
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CHAP, any ra(h hoftilities, the negocbtion to which BcK- 
v.«..v-^ farius had craftily Hftened. They creduloufly bc- 
lieved^ that they faw no more than the vanguard of 
a fleet and army, which already covered the Ionian 
fea and the , plains of Campania; and theillufion- 
was fupported by the haughty language of the Ro- 
man general, when he gave audience to the am- 
bafladors of Vitiges. After a fpecious difcourfe 
to vindicate the juftice of his caufe, they declared 
that, for the fake of peace, they were difpofed to 
renounce the poflefGon of Sicily. *' The emperor 
*^ is not lefs generous," replied his lieutenant, 'with 
a difdainful fmile, ** in return for a gift which 
<< you no longer poflefs ; he prefents you with an 
** antient province of the empire ; he refigns to 
" the Goths the fovereignty of the Britifli ifland." 
Belifarius rejefted with equal firmneft ?nd con- 
tempt, the offer of a tribute ; but he allowed the 
Gothic ambaffadors to feek their fate from the 
»mouth of Juftinian himfelf; and confented, with 
feeming reluftance, to a truce of three months, 
from the winter folftice to the equinox of fpring. 
Prudence might not fafely truft either the oaths or 
hoftages of the Barbarians, but the confcious fu- 
periority of th« Roman chief was expreffed in the 
Belifarius diftributiou of his troops. As foon as fear or 
recovera huugcr Compelled the Goths to evacuate Alba, 

many ciuctf o <^ * 

of itaiy, Porto, and Centumcellae, their place was inftantly 
fuppliedj the garrlfons of Narni, Spoleto, and 
Perufia, were reinforced, and the feven camps of 
the befiegers were gradually encompaffed with the 
' calamities of a fiege. The prayers and pilgrim- 
age of Datius, bifhop of Milan, were not without 
8 . .cffefti 
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tffe&'y and he obtained one thoufand Thracians chap. 
and Ifaurians, to affift the revolt of Liguria againfl: 
her Arian tyrant. At the fame time, John the 
Sanguinary '% the nephew of Vitaliaiiy was de- 
tached with two thoufand chofen horfe, firft to 
Alba on the Fucine lake, and afterwards to the 
frontiers of Picenum on the Hadriatic fea. " la 
" that province," faid Belifarius, *^ the Goths 
" have depofited their families and treafures, with-^ 
<< Out a guard or the fufpicion of danger. Doubt- 
" lefs they will violate the truce : let them feel 
" your prefence, before they hear of your mo- 
" tions. Spare the Italians; fuffer not. any forti- 
^^ fied places to remain hoflile in your rear j and 
'^ faithfully referve the fpoil for an equal and com- 
^^ mon partition. It would not be reafonable/' he 
added with a laugh, " that whilft we are toiling 
** to the deftruftion of the drones, our more for* 
^< tunate brethren fhould rifle and enjoy the 
" honey." 

The whole nation of the Oftrogoths had been The cotht 
afiembled for the attack, and was almoft entirely ^''^ ^^ 
confumed in the fiege, of Rome* If any credit ^ome, 
be due to an intelligent fpedator, one-third at lead Martib!' ' 
of their enormous hod was deAroyed, in frequent 
and bloody combats under the walls of the city. 
The bad fame and pernicious qualities of the fum- 
mer air^ might already be imputed to the decay 
of agriculture and population ; and the evils of fa- 
mine and peftilence were aggravated by their own 



94 Aoadatins (p. 40,) ba&prefenreil thli epithet of San£umari»s, which 
might do honottr to 4 t^ger. 
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CHAP. Ucentioufbefs, and the unfriendly difpofition of the 
countty. While Vitiges ftruggled with hh £or tane i 
while he hefitated between fhame and rain ; his 
retreat was hadened'by domeftic akrtns. The king 
ef the Goths was informed by trembling meflen- 
gers, that John the Sanguinary fpread the devas- 
tations of war from the Appenine to the Hadriatic ; 
that the rich fpoiU and innumerable captives, of 
Picenum were lodged in the fortifications of Ri- 
mini ; and that this formidable chief had defeated 
his uncle, infulted his capital, and feduced, by 
fecret correfpondence, the fidelity of his wife, the 
imperious daughter of Amalafontha. Yet, before 
he retired, Vitiges made a lafi effort, either to 
fiorm or to furprife the city, A fecret paflage 
was difcovered in one of the aqueduds ; two citi« 
zens of the Vatican were tempted by bribes to in- 
toxicate the guards of the Aurelian gate ; an attack 
was meditated on the walls beyond the Tyber ia a 
place which was not fortified with towers ; and the 
Barbarians advanced, with torches and fcaling- 
ladders, to th^ aifault of the Pincian gate. But 
every attempt was defeated by the intrqnd vigi* 
lance of Beliiarius and his band of veterans, wbo» 
tn the moft perilous moments, did not regret the 
abfence of their companions ; and the Goths, alike 
deftitute of hope and fubfiftence, clamorouflf 
urged their departure, before the truce ihould ex« 
pire, and the Roman cavalry ihould again be 
united. One yeai: and nine days after the comr 
mencement of the fiege, an army, fo lately ftrong 
and triumphant^ burnt their tents, and tumultu- 
oufly repaired the Miivian bridge. They repafled 
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not with impunity: their thronging multitudes^ chap. 
opprefled ia a narrow paflfage, were driven head« 
long into the Tyber, by their own fears and the pur* 
fuit of the enemy ; and the Roman general, rally- 
ing from the Pincian gate, inflifted a fevere and 
difgraceful wound on their retreat^ The flow 
lengtK of a fickly and defponding hoft was heavily 
dragged along the Fiaminian way ; from 'whence, 
the Barbarians were fometimes compelled to de« 
viate, left they (hould encounter the hoftile garri- 
fons that guarded the high road to Rimini and 
Ravenna. Yet fo powerful was this flying army, 
that Vitiges fpared ten thousand men for the de- 
fimce of the cities which he was mod folicitous to 
prAerve, and detached his nephew Uraias, with 
an adequate force, for the chaftifement of rebel- 
lious Milan. At the head of his principal army, 
he befieged Rimini, only thirty-three miles diftant 
from the Gothic capital. A feeble rampart, and 
a fliallow ditch, were maintained by the ikill and 
valour of John the Sanguinary, who fliared the 
danger and fatigue of the mean^ft foldier, and emi>- 
lated, on a theatre lefs illuftrious, the military 
virtues of his great commander. The towers and 
battering engines of the Barbarians were rendered 
ufelefs ; their attacks were repulfed ; and the te- 
dious blockade, which reduced the garrifon to the 
laft extremity of hunger, afforded time for the 
imion and march of the Roman forces. A fleet 
which had furprifed Ancona, failed along the coaft 
•of the Hadriatic, to the relief of the befieged city. 
The eunuch Narfes landed in Picenum with two 
^lo&fiuid Heruli and five thoufand of the bravefl: 

R 3 troops 
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CHAP, troops of the Eaft. The rock of the Appenine 
was forced ; ten thoufand veterans moved round 
the foot of the mountains, under the command of 
Belifarius himfelf ; and a new army, whofe en* 
campment blazed with innumerable lights, appeared 
to advance along the Flaminian way. Over- 
whelmed with aftonifliment and defpair, the Goths 
abandoned the fiege of Rimini, their tents, their 
ilandards, and their leaders; and Vitiges, who 
gave or foUowpd the example of flight, never halted 
till he found a fhelter within the walls and morafles 
pf Ravenna. 

To thefe walls, and to fome fortrefles deftltute 
of any mutual fupport, the Gothic monarchy was 
now reduced. The provinces of Italy had em- 
t)raced the party of the emperor ; and his army, 
gradually recruited to the number of twenty thou- 
fand men, mud have atchieved an eafy and rapid 
f onqueft, if their invincible powers had not been 
weakened by the difcord of the Roman chiefs. 
Before the end of the fiege, an aft of blood", am- 
biguous and indifcreet, fullied the fair fame of Be* 
lifarius. Prefidius, a loyal Italian, as he fled from 
Ravenna to Rome, was rudely flopped by Conr 
ftantine^ the military governor of Spoleto, and de- 
fpoiled, even in a church, of two daggers richly 
inlaid with gold and precious ftpnes. As foon as 
the public danger had fubfided, Prefidius com- 
plained of the lofs and injury : his complaint was 
heard, but the order of reftitution was difobeyed 
^>y the pride and avarice of the ofiender. Exafpe- 
Tated by the delay, Prefidius boldly arrefted the 
general's horfe as he pa&d through the forum ; 
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and with the fpirit of a citizen^ demanded the c h a p. 
common benefit of the Roman laws. The honour ^4;^^ 
of Belifarius was engaged; he fummoned a council; 
claimed the obedience of his fubordinate officer ; 
and was provoked^ by an infolent reply, to call 
haftily for the prefence of his guards. Conftantine, 
viewing their entrance as the (ignal of death, 
drew his fword, and ruflied on the general, who 
nimbly eluded the ftroke, and was proteded by 
his friends; while the defperate aflailin was dif- 
armedy dragged into a neighbouring chamber, 
and executed, or rather murdered, by the guards, 
at the arbitrary command of Belifarius '^ In this oeatii of 
hafty aft of violence, the guilt of Conftantine was u^f *"" 
no longer remembered ; the defpair and death of 
that valiant officer were fecretly imputed to the re- 
venge of Antonina; and each of bis colleagues, 
confcious of the fame rapine, was apprehenfive of 
the fame fate. The fear of a common enemy 
fufpended the eflfefts of their envy, and difcontent j 
but in the confidence of approaching viftory, they 
inftigated a powerful rival to oppofe the conqueror 
of^Rome and Africa. From the dom^ftic fervice The eunuch 
of the palace, and the adminiftration of the private ^^^^*' 
revenue, Narfes the eunuch was fuddenly exalted 
to the head of an army ; and the fpiric of an hero. 



95 This tranfadion U related in the public liUlory (Goth. 1. il..c* 8.) with 
candour or caution ; in the Anecdotes (c. 7.) with malevolence or freedom } 
but MarceUinus, or rather his continuator (in Chron.}) cafts a (hade of pre- 
meditated afliifllinaticn over the death of Conftantine. He had performed 
(oodfervice at Rome and Spoleto (Procop. Goth. 1. i. e. 7. 14.) j but Ale* . 
XKUimus confounds him with a Conftantianus comes flabuli* 
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who afterwards equalled the merit and glory of 
Belifarius, ferved only to perplex the operations of 
the Gothic war. To his prudent counfels, the re- 
lirf of Rimini was afcribed by the leaders of th« 
dificontented fa&ion,^who exlK>rted Narfes to aflume 
an independent and feparate command. The epiftie 
of Juftinian had indeed enjoined his obedience to 
the general ; but the dangerous exception, ^ as 
^' far as may be advantageous to the public fer- 
** vice," refervcd fome freedom of judgment to 
the difcreet iavourite, who had fo lately departed 
from the f acred and familiar converfaticn of his 
ibvereign. In the exercife of this doubtful rtght^ 
the eunuch perpetually diffented from the opinions 
of Belifarius ; and, after yielding with relndance 
to the (lege of Urbino, he deferted his colleague in 
the night, and marched away to the conqueft of the 
JEmilian province. The fierce and formidable 
bands of the Heruli were attached to the perfon 
of Narfes^; ten thoufand Romans and confe- 
derates were perfuaded to march under his ban* 
ners ; every malecontent embraced the fair oppor- 
tunity of revenging his private or imaginary 
wrongs; and the remaining troops of Belifarius 
were divided and difperfed from the garrifons of 
Firmncft Sicily to the fhores of the Hadriatic. His ikill 
rityoffiSl. and perfeverance overcame every obftacle: Ur- 
^*^'"'' bino was taken, the fieges of Faefulae, Orvieto, 

9^ They refufed to ferve after his departure ; fold their captives and cattle 
to the Goths; and fwore never to fight againft them. Procopius intro- 
duces a curious digreffioo on the manners and adventures of this waoderiog 
nation, a part of whom finally cnoigrated to Tbule or Scandinavia (Goth. 
i.ii c. I4> 1 5.)* 
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aod Auaummn, were undertaken and vigoronfiy chap, 
profecuted ; and the eunuch Narfes was at length _r-,\j 
recatted to the domeftic cares of the palace. AU 
diflenfions were healed, and all oppofition was fub« 
dued, by the temperate authdtity of the Romaa 
general, Co whom his enemies could not refufe 
their efteem ; and Belifarius inculcated the falntarj 
kfioR, that the forces of the ftate fhould compofe 
(me body, and be animated by one fouL But in 
the interval of difcord, the Goths were permitted 
to breathe; an important feafon was loft, Milan 
was deftroyed, and the northern provinces of Italy 
were «^£led by an inundation of the Franks. 

When Juftinian firft medicated the conqueft of invafion er 
Italy, he fent amba&dors to the kings of the Franks^ 
Franks, and abjured them, by the common ties of i^'?L 
alliance and religion, to join in the holy enter- 
prife againft the Arians. The Goths, as their 
wants were more urgent, employed a more effec- 
tual mode of perfuafion, and vainly ftrove, by 
the gift of lands and money, to purchafe the 
friendfliip, or at leaft the neutrality, of a light 
and perfidious nation ''• But the arms of Belifa- 
rius, and the revolt of the Italians, had no fooner 
ihaken the Gothic monarchy, than Theodebert of 
Auftrafia, the moft powerful and warlike of the 
Merovingian kings, was perfuaded to fuccour their 
diilrefs by an indirect and feafonable aid. With- 
out expefting the cohfent of their, fovereign, ten 
thouland Burgundians, his recent fubjeds, de- 

W This national reproach of ptrfidy (Prooop. Qoth. L ii* c 95.) o0eiidf 
the ear of la Mothe le Vajer (torn, viiu p. 163—165.), who criticiicty aa tf 
he had Bot «ead, the Greek hiftorian, 

fcended 
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CHAP, fcended from the.AIps, and joined the troops 
1^, ^^--^ which Vitiges had fent to chaftife the revolt of 
Milan. After an obftinate fiege, the capital of 
Liguria was reduced by famine, but no capitula- 
tion could be obtained, except for the lafe retreat 
of the Roman garrifon. Datius, the orthodox 
bifhop, who had feduced his countrymen to rebel- 
lion ^* and ruin, efcaped to the luxury and honours 
of the Byzantine court ^* ; but the clergy, perh8^>s 
the Arian clergy, were flaughtered at the foot of 
their own altars by the defenders of the Catholic 
faith. Three hundred thoufand males were 
reported to be flain'^; the female fex, and the 
more precious fpoil, was refigned to the Bur* 
S^MibSl^^" gundians j and the houfes, or at leafl the walls of 
Milan, were levelled with the ground. The Goths, 
in their lail moments, were revenged by the 
deftrudion of a city, fecond only to Rome in fize 
. and opulence, in the fplendour of its buildings, or 
the number of its inhabitants ; and Beli&rius 
fympathized alone in the fate of his deferted and 
devoted friends. Encouraged by this fuccefsful 

9^ Baranius •p|>lauds his treafon, and jaftifies the Catholic biihopsr- 

qui n« fub heretico principe dcgant omnem lapidem movent^*— an ufeful 
caution. The more rational Murarori (Annali d*Italia, torn. v. p, 54.) hint* 
at the guilt of perjury, and blames at leaft the itfiprudenceoi Dadua. 

99 St. Datius was nnore fuccefsful againfl devils than againil Barbarians. 
He travelled with a numerous retinue, and occupied at Corinth a large 
lioufe (Baronius, A. D. 5}8, No. 89. A. D. 539, No. 20.). 

»oo Mufio^K r^ixwrra (compare Procopius, Goth. I. if. c. 7. 21.]. Yet 
fuch population is incredible ; and the fecond or third city of luly need not 
repine if we only decimate the numbers of the prefent text. Both Milan 
and Genoa revived in left than thirty years (Paul IHacon. de Gtftts Lango* 
bard. 1. ii« 6. 38 )• 
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inroad, Theodebert himfelf^ in the enfuing fpring, 
invaded the plains of Italy with an army of one 
hundred thoufand Barbarians '*'• The king, and 
feme chofen followers, were mounted on horfe. 
back, and armed with lances : the infantry, with- 
out bows or fpears, were fatisiied with a fhield, a 
fword, and a double-edged battle-axe, which, in 
their bands, became a deadly and unerring wea- 
pon. Italy trembled at the march of the Franks ; 
and both the Gothic prince and the Roman gene- 
ral, alike ignorant of their defigns, folicited, with 
hope and terror, the frieodfliip of thefe dangerous 
allies. Till he bad fecured the paflage of the Po 
on the bridge of Pavia, the grandfon of Clovis 
diflembled his intentions, which he at length 
declared, by afiaulcing, almoft at the fame inftant, 
the hoftile camps of the Romans and Goths. In- 
(lead of uniting their arms, they fled with equal 
precipitation ; and the fertile, though defolate pro- 
vinces of Liguria and J£milia, were abandoned to 
a licentious holl of Barbarians, whofe rage was 
not mitigated by any thoughts of fettlement or 
coiiqueft. Among the cities which they ruined, 
Genoa, not yet cbnftruded of marble, is particu- 
larly enumerated : and the deaths of thousands, 
according to the regular pradice of war, appear to 
have excited lefs horror than fome idolatrous facri- 
£ices of women and children, which were performed 
^ith impunity in the camp of the mod Chriflian 

^t BefidfS Procopius, perhaps too Roman, fee the Chronicles of Marhu 
auid Marcellinusji Jomandes U^ Succeff. Rcgn. in Muratori, torn. i. / 
p.«4i.)y and Gregory of Tours (L iii. c 31. in torn. ii. of the Hiftorians 
of France). Gregory fuppofes a defeat of BeliCarius, who, in Aimoin, (de 
Gcftii fianc« 1. ii, c 23* ia tom* iii. p- 59- )> ^* ^^^ ^T ^^ Franks. 
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CHAP. king. If it were not a melancholy truth, that the 



xu 



firft and moft cruel fufferings muft be the lot of 
the innocent and helplefs, hiftorj might exult in 
the mifery of the conquerors, who, in the midft of 
riches, w^e left deilitute of bread or wine, 
reduced to drink the waters of the Po, and to feed 
on the fle(h of diftempered cattle. The dyfentery 
fwept away one-third of their army ; and the cla- 
mours of his fubjeds, who were impatient to pafs 
the Alps, dtfpofed Theodebert to liften with refpeft 
to the mild exhortations of Belifarius. The me- 
mory of this inglorious and deftrudive warfare 
was perpetuated on the medals of Gaul ; and Jut 
tinian, without unfiieathing his fword, aflumed the 
title of conqueror of the Franks. The Merovin- 
gian prince was offended by the vanity of the em- 
peror ; he affeAed to pity the fallen fortunes of the 
Goths ; and his infidious offer of a foederal union 
was fortified by the promife or menace of defcend- 
ing from the Alps at the head of five hundred 
thoufand men. His plans of conqueft were bound- 
lefs and perhaps chimerical. The king of Auf- 
trafia threatened to chaftife Juftinian, and to march 
to the gates of Conftantinople **** : he was' over- 
thrown and flain ***' by a wild bull '% as he hunted 

in the Belgic or German forefts. 

As 

iM Agathias» 1. i. p. T4, 15. CouM he have feduced or fiib<?ued cbc 
Geplds or Lombards of Pannonia, the Greek hiftorian is confident that he 
muft have been deftroyed in Thrace. 

>o3 Th( king pointed his fpear— the bull overturned a tree on his head- 
he expired the Cune day. Such it the flory d£ A^^atbias j but the original 
hiitorians of France (torn. ii. p. aoa. 403. 553. 667.) impute his death to a 
fever. 

104 Without lofiog myfelf in a labyrinth of fpedes and funes-^ 
aurochs, urus, bUbnt> bttbalus, booafuS) buffiik), 4cc. (Biiffoo> Hiit ^'^ 
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As foon as BelUarius was delivered from his chap. 
fordgn and domeftic enemies, he ferioufly applied *.,^,A^ 
his forces to the final redudUon^f Italy. In the Beiifario* 
fiege of Ofimo, the general was nearly tranfpierced lUTemuL 
Mrith an arrow^ if the mortal ftroke had not b^en 
intercepted by one of his guards, who lofl:^ in that 
pious office, the ufe of his hand. The Goths of 
Ofimo, four thoufand warriors, with thofe of Fae- 
fulx and the Cottian Alps, were among the lad 
who maintained their independence; and their 
gallant refiftance, which almofl; tired the patience, 
deferved the efteem, of the conqueror. His pru- 
dence refufed to fubfcribe the fafe-condu£l' which 
they alked, to join their brethren of Ravenna ; but 
they faved, by an honourable capitulation^ one 
moiety at lead of their wealth, with the free alter- 
native of retiring peaceably to their eftates, or 
enlifting to ferve the emperor in his Perfian wars* 
The multitudes which yet adhered to the itandard 
of Vitiges, far furpalTed the number of the Ro- 
man troops ; but neither prayers, nor defiance, nor 
the extreme danger of his mofl faithful fubje&s, 
could tempt the Gothic king beyond the fortifica- ' 
tions of Ravenna. Thefe fortifications were, in- 
deed, impregnable to the afiaults of art or vio- 
lence ; and when Belifarius invefted the capital, he 
was foon convinced that famine only could tame 
the flubborn fpirit of the Barbarians. The fea, 
the land, and the channels of the Po, were guarded 

torn. xi. and Supplement, torn. lii. vi. ) . it is certain, that in the iixth cen- 
tury a large wild Tpecies of homed cattle was hunted in the givat forefts of 
the Vofges in Lorraine, and the Ardennes (Greg. Toron. torn. ii. L x. c zo» 
p. 369.). 
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CHAP, by the vigflan<ic of the Roman general ; and hit 
morality extended the rights of war to the pra&ice 
of poifomng the waters ''% and fecretly firing the 
granaries '*' of a befieged city '*^, While he preffcd 
the blockade of Ravenna, he was furprifed by 
the arrival of two ambafladors from Conftantinople, 
with a treaty of peace, which Juftinian had im- 
prudently figned, without deigning to confult the 
author of his viftory. By this difgraceful and 
precarious agreement, Italy and the Gothic trea- 
fure were divided, and the provinces beyond the 
Po were left with the regal title to the fucceflbr of 
Theodoric. The ambafladors were eager to 
accomplilh their falutary commiflion ; the captive 
Vitiges accepted, with tranfport, the unexpeded 
offer of a crown ; honour was lefs prevalent among 
the Goths, than the want and appetite of food ; 
and the Roman chiefs, who murmured at the con- 
tinuance of the war, profefled implicit fubmiflion 

>o^ In the fiege of Auximumy he firft laboured to demoliih an old 
ai)UeduA, and then cad into the ftream, i . d:ad bodies ; i. mifchievous 
herbs; and 3. quicklime, which is named (fays Procoptus, 1. ii. c. a9.) 
TWttwc by the ancients j by the moderns «<r^iroj. Vet both words are ufed 
a» fynoniinous in Galen, Diofcorides, and Lucian (Hen. Steph. Thefaur. 
Ling. Crsec. torn. iii. p. 748. 

'06 The Goths fufpefttd Msthafuintha as sn accomplice in the mifchieff 
which perhaps v/as occaiioncd by accidental lip.htnin;. 

107 in {iiiQ. phiiofophy, a limitation of the rights of war (cems to tnnply 
nonrenfe and contradiction. Grotins himfeif is loA in an idle diftindioa 
between the jus natune and the jus gentium, between poifon and infe^ton. 
He balances in one fcale the paffages of Homer (OdylF. A. 259, Sec.) and 
Florus (1. ii. c.zo. No. 7. ult.) ; and in the other, the examples of Solon 
(Paufanias, 1.x. c. 37.) and Bclifarius. Sea his great work De Jure Belli 
ct Paclsy 1. ill. c 4. f. 15, 16, 17. and in Barbeyrac*s verfion, torn. ii. 
p. 2 $7, &c.}. Yet I can underfland the benefit and validity of an agree* 
ment, tacit or exprefs, mutually to abftain from certain modes of hoftilityv 
See the Amphiayonic oath in £fchlnM> de Falsi Legatione. 

to 
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to tlie commands of the emperor. • If Belifarius chap. 
had pofiefled only the courage of a foldier, the 
hard would have been fnatched from his hand by 
timid and 'envious counfels ; but in this decifive 
mom^t, he refolved, with the magnanimity of a 
ftatefinan, to fuftain alone the danger and merit of 
generous difobedience. Each of his officers gave 
a written opinion, that the fiege of Ravenna was 
imprafticable and hopelefs: the general then re« 
jaded the treaty of partition, and declared his own 
refolution of leading Vitiges in chains to the feet of 
Jaftinian. The Goths' retired with doubt and dif- 
may : this peremptory refufal deprived them of the 
ooly fignature which they could truft, and filled 
their minds with a juft apprehenfion, that a faga- 
dons enemy had difcovered the full extent of their 
deplorable ftate. They compared the fame and 
fortune of Belifarius with the weaknefs of their ill- 
fated king ; and the comparifon fuggefted an ex- 
traordinary projeft, to which Vitiges, with appa- 
rent refignation, was compelled to acquiefce. Par- 
titbn would ruin the ftrength, exile would difgrace 
the honour, of the nation ; but they oflFered their 
arms, their treafures, and the fortifications of 
Ravenna, if Belifarius would difclaim .the authority 
of a mailer, accept the choice of the Goths, and 
affume, as he had deferved, the kingdom of Italy. 
If the falfe luftre of a diadem could have tempted 
the loyalty of a faithful fubjeft, his prudence 
muft have forefeen the inconftancy of the Barba- 
rians, and his rational ambition would prefer the 
fafe and honourable ilation of a Roman gcneraL 

Even 
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^ xu ^' ^^^^ *^ patience and feemmg fatisfa£Hon with 
which he entertained a propofal of treafbo^ might 
be fufceptible of a malignant interpretation. But 
the lieutenant of Juftinian was confcious of his own 
reftitude; he entered into a dark and crooked 
path^ as it might lead to the voluntary fubmiffion 
of the Goths ; and his dexterous policy perfoaded 
them that he was difpofed to comply with their 
wi(hes» without engaging an oath or a promife 
for the performajnce of a treaty which he fecretly 
abhorred. The day of the furrender of Ravenna 
was (lipulated by the Gothfc ambafladors : a fleet, 
laden with provifions, failed as a welcome gueft 
into the deeped recefs of the harbour : the gates 
were opened to the fancied king of Italy ; and Beli* 
farius, without meeting an enemy, triumphmtly 
marched through the ftreets of an impregnable 
city"". The Romans were aftonifhed by their 
fuccefs; the multitude of tall and robuft Barba- 
rians were confounded by the image of iheir own 
patience; and the mafculine females, fpitting in 
the faces of thehr fons and hufbands, moil bitterlj 
reproached them for betraying their dominion and 
freedom to thefe pygmies of thf fouth, contempt* 
ible in their numbers, diminutive in their ftiture. 
Before the Goths could recover from the firft fur- 
ptife, £ind claim the accomplifliraent of their 



Svb<?ws 
ciie Gothic 
kingdom 
of iuly, 
A.D. 539, 
December. 



^^ Ravenna was tak«n» not in the year 540^ bat in tlK latter mi ^ 
539 } and Pae;i (tom.ii. p. 569.) is reaified byMuratori (Annalt d'lcaiii, 
torn. V. p. 6x.)» ^b» proves, from an original aft on pap]rnis (Aatiqiiit. 
Italhe Medii JEvi, torn. ii. differt. xxxli. p« 999*-i007. Maffci, lAoni 
Diplomat, p. 155—160), that before the 3d of Janaary 540* peace and fttt 
cofrtfpandence were rcftored between Ravenna and Faenza* 

dottbtfiil 
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doikbtfol hbpes, the viaor eftablifted hiV power chap. 
in Ravenna, bejond the danger of repentance and ^^^w^^ 
revolt. Vitiges, who perhaps had attempted to y'^^l]^'^ 
efcape, was honotirably guarded in his palace '^' ; 
the flower of the Gothic youth was felefted for the 
fervlce of the eihperor j the remainder of the peo- 
ple was difmifled to their peaceful habitations in 
the foothem provinces ; and a colony of Italians 
was invited to replenilh the depopulated city* 
The fubmifiion of the capital was imitated in the 
towns atid villages of Italy, which had not been 
fubdned, or even vifited, by the Romans ; and 
the independent Ooths who remained in arms at 
Pavia laiid Verona, Were ambitious only to become 
the fubjeds of Belifarius. But his inflexible loyalty 
rejefted, except as the fubftitute of Juftinian, their 
oaths of allegia&ce ; and he was not ofiended by 
the reproach of their deputies, that he rather chofe 
to be a Have than a king. 

After the fecond viftory of Belifarius, envy again R«ura and 
wfaifpered, Juftinian liftened, and the hero was Beiifiuriw 
recalled. ^ The remnant of the Gothic war was 
« no longer worthy of his prefence: a gracious 
" fovereign was impatient to reward his fervices, 
^< and to confult his wifdom ; and he alone was 
^ capable of defending the Eaft againft the innu- 
*• merable armies of Perfia." Belifarius under- 

»09 He was fd2ed by John the Sanguinary, but an oath or facrament was 
pfedsed for his fafety in the Bafitica Julii ( Hiit MifctU. I. xvii. in Muraitori, 
tom. i. p. 107.)- Anaftafius (in Vit. Foot. p. 40.) gives a dark but pro- 
bable account. Montfaucon is quoted by Mafcou (Hlft. of the Germans, 
zii. at.) for a votive (hlcld reprefrnting the captivity of Vitiges, and now 
in th^ coUedibn of lignor Land! at Rome.' 

Vol. VII. S flood 
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CHAP, ^ood the fuffpicion, accepted the excufe, embaiked 
i_^^-^ ^ ■ ^t Raveimft his fpoHs ^nd trophies ; and proved, 
-by his ready obedience, that fuch aa abrupt re. 
moval from the govdrnment of Italy » was not left 
unjufl: than it might have been indifcreet. The 
. emperor received with honourable courtefy, both 
Vitiges tad his more nbbfe confort : and as the 
king of the Goths conformed to the Atbanafian 
faith, be obtained, with a rich inheritance of taads 
in Afia, the rank of fenatcn* and patricbn**^ 
Every fpedator admired, without peril, the ftrengtli 
and ftature bf the young Barbarians : they adored 
the majefty of the throne, and promifed to ihed 
their blood in the fervice of their benefa6kor. 
Juiiinian depoiited in^ the Byzantine palace the 
treafures of the Gothic monarchy. A flattering 
fcnate was fometimes admitted to gaze on the 
magnificent fpeftacie ; but it was envioufiy fe* 
eluded from the public view ; and the conqueror 
of. Italy renounced, without a nuirmur, perhaps 
without a figh, the welUearned honours of a fecond 
triumph. His glory was indeed exalted above aU 
external pomp ; and the faint and hollow pratfes of 
the court were fupplied, even in a fervile s^e^ by 
the refped and admiration of his country. When- 
ever he appeared in the greets and public places 
of Conftantinbple, Belifarius attraded and fatisfied 
the eyes of the people. His lofty ftature and- ma- 

••o Vitigci lived two year* at Conft antinomic, and imperacoris in affcAA 
€wnf'efus {orqonjun6lu;») rebus exccflU humanis. His widow, Matb^jmtKtM^ 
the wife and mother of the patricians, the eider and younger Germanut^ 
iifliced the ftreanif of Anician and Amali biood (Jomandcsi c. 60. p. sii. 
inMttntori> torn. !.)• 

jeftic 
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jd&: cotthtehancie fulfilled tbdr expeflatioiu of ah 
hero; the meSuieft of hie fdlow^ckiizens vftre en* 
bofdened by his genile an^' gracious demeakionr ; 
and the martial train whi<^h attended his fooi^ps, 
ieft his perfon more acceifTible than in a day of bat- 
tie. Seven thoufand horfenien, matchlefs for beauty 
and valour, were maintained in the fervice, and at 
the private exp«ice, of the general'"* Their 
prowefs was always confpicuous in fingle combats, 
or in the foremod ranks; and both parties coiifefled, 
that in the fiege of Rome, the guards of BeUiarius 
had alone vanquiflied the Barbarian hoft. Their 
numbers were continually augmented by the br^veft 
and moft faithful of the enemy; and his forto- 
Bate captives, the Vandals, the Moors, and the 
Goths, emulated the attachment of his domeftic 
followers. By the union of liberality and juftice, 
he acquired the love of the foldiers, without alien- 
ating the afiedions of the people. The fick and 
wounded were relieved with medicines and money ; 
and (till more efficacioufly, by the healing vifita 
and fmiles of their commander. The lo& of a 
weapon or an horfe was inftantly repaired, and each 
deed of valourwas rewarded by the richand honour- 
able g^s of a bracelet or a collar, which were ren- 
dered more precious by the judgment of BelKarius. 
He was endeared to the hufbandmen, by the peace 
and plenty which they enjoyed under the ihadow of 

III Procopius, Goth. I. iii. c. i. AlmoiDy a French monk of the xlth 
century, who hud ohtained, and has dltiigured; feme authentic inforinatioii 
of Betifarinsy «entiont» in bit name, i%,ooo fuefi or ilaves— quot pfoprjia 
alimus ftijpendiis— beAdes 1 8,000 foklicrs <HiAorians of France, torn, iiu 
be C^fkis Franc. 1. ii. c. 6. p. 4%,), 

S 2 . his 
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«HAr. his ftandard. Inftttd of bdngii^ared, the country 
was enriched by the inarch of the Roman armies ; 
,and fuch was therigiS difcipUne of their camp» that 
. not an apple was gathettd from the tree» not a path 
could be traced in the fields of com. Belifarius 
jiras chafte and fober. In the licence of a military 
llfe^ none could boaft that they had Teen him in- 
*.toxicated with wine: the mott beautiful captives of 
.Gothic orVandd race were offered to his embraces ; 
, but he turned afide from their charms, and the 
hufband of Antohina was never fufpeded of violat- 
ing the laws of conjugal fideUty^ The fpeftator 
and biftoriau of his exploits has obferved, chat 
. amidft the perils of war^ he was daring without rafli- 
nefs, prudent without fear, flow or rapid accordbg 
to the exigences of the moment ; that in the deepeft 
diftrefs, he was animated by real ora))parent hope, 
but that he was moded and humble in the moft 
profperous fortune. By thefe virtues, he equalled 
or excelled the ancient mafters of the military art. 
Vi£tory, by fea and land, attended his arms. He 
fubdued Africa, Italy, and the adjacent iflands, led 
away captives the fuccelTors of Genferic and Theo- 
dortc ; filled Conftaminople with the fpoils of their 
palaces, and in the fpape of fix years recovered 
half the provinces of the ViTeftern empire. In his 
fame and merit, in wealth and power, he remained, 
without a rival, the firft of the Roman fubjeds : 
the voice of envy could only magnify his dangerous 
importance ; and the emperor might applaud bis 
own difceming fpirit which had ttifcovercd and 
raifed the genius of Belifarius. 

It 
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It was the cuftom of the Roman triumphs, that c h a p* 
a ikvt (hould be placed behind the chariot to remind v^-^»l-i 
the conqueror of the inftabtlity of fortune, and the f^^^^^,^ 
infirmities of human nature- .Procoplus, in his wifeAmo* 
Anecdotes, has alTumed that fervile and ungrate* 
ful office. The generous reader may call away 
the libel, but the evidence of h&s will adhere 
to bis memory ; and he will reluctantly confefs, 
that the fame, and even the virtue of Belifariusr, 
were polluted by the laft and cruelty of his wife^ 
and that the hero deferved an appelktioi) which taif 
not drop from the pen of the decent hiftortacu THd 
mother of Ahtonida*'^ was a theatrical proftitu^e^ 
and both her father and grsiiidfather exercifed at 
Theffalonica and Conftantinople, the vile,' thdtigh 
lucrative profeffion of charioteers. In the varioul 
fituations of thdr fortune, fhe became the compa«> 
nion, the enemy, the fervant, and the favourite of 
the emprefs Theodora : thefe loofe and ambitious 
females had been conneded by fimilar pleafures ; 
they were feparated by the jealoufy of vice, and at 
length reconciled by the partnerfhip of guilt. Befor* 
her marriage with Belifarius, Antpnina had, ond 
hufband and many lovers ; Photius, the fon of her 
former nuptials, was of an age to diftinguiih himfelf 
9X the iiege of Naples; and it was not till tha 

"* The diligence of Alemannus couM aild but KtUe tq the four firft and 
Itoft cur ouj chapters of the Anecdotes. Of thefe ftrange Anecdotes, a 
fart may be true, becaufe probable-^nd a part true, becaufe improbable. 
P wopiqs rouft have hmvm the fofmcr, and the latter he coold Ibarce^ mva^. 
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p K A p« autumn of her age and beauty ''' that flw in^uli^ 
x^^^^i^ a fcandalous atracliiment to a Thracian youih« 
Herbver Theodofius had been educated in the Eunomian 
herefy ; the African voyage wa* confecrated by the 
baptifm and aufpicious name of the firft foldier who 
embarked ; and the profelyte was adopted into tfa^f 
family of bis fpirhuat parents '*% jp^ifarius; a^ 
Antoninsu Before they touched the fliores of 
Africa, this holy kindred degenerated into %nfual 
love ) and 2$ Antonjna {pan overleaped the bounda 
^f modefty and caution, the Roman general wa^ 
^Ojpe ignorant of his own diihonour. During thei« 
|iffid^ice at Carthage, he furprifed the two lovers 
in a. fubterrafieous chamber, folltary, warm, and 
idmeft nak^d^ Anger fla(hed from his eye^. 
« With the help of this y^ung man,*' faid thf 
* unblu(hing Antonina, *^ I was fecreting our moft 
«* precious effeds from the knbwledge of Jofti* 
^^ nian." The youth refumed his garments, axi4 
the pipus hufl^iid eonfented to difbelieve the evi» 
deace of his own fenfes. From this pleating and 
perhaps voluntary delufion, Selifarius was awakened 
at Syracufe, by Ae officious information of Mace* 
donia : and that female attendant, after requiring 
an oauh for her iecurity, produced two cba^mber- 

"} Procopias iniinuates (Anccdoc c 4.) that, when Belii^riut retomed to 
Italy (A. D. 54^), Antonin^ wai fixty years «f age^ A forced, but roone 
polite conflru^UoOt which refers thai date to the moment when be was 
wriiing (A« D. 559), would be compatibk wUb the manhood of Photiitt 
(Gothic, i, i. c. 10.) in 536. 

114 Compare the Vandalic War (i. i, c ii*) with the Anecdotes (c i, 
and AJemannus (p. 1, 3.). This mode of haptifmal adoption was revived 
1^ Leo the philofophcr. 

lains,. 
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l^tM, who, like herfelf, had often beheld the adul-^ ^^f\^' 
teries of Antoniiuu An hafty flight into Aiia faved . 
Xheodoiius from the joAice of an injured huiband, 
who had iignified to one of his guards the order 
of his death ^ but the tears, of Anioninay and her 
artful f^diiftdlion^ aflured the credulous hero of h^ 
ii^Qocence; aod be ftooped, againfl: his faith and 
jitdgQttnt, to abandon thofe imprudent friends who , 
had prefumod to accufe or doubt, the chaftity of his 
wi£^ The teveoge of a guilty wcnnani^iinpla*. 
cabte and bloody: the unfortunate Macedonia, with, 
the two wirne&s, were fecretly arretted by the 
miiufter of bei; cruelty ; their tongues were cut out,- 
their bodies were hacked into fm^ll pieces, and* 
tjieir reunins w§re cad into the fea of Syracufe. A, 
ra0i,. though judicious faying of Conftantine, ^* I# 
*' would fooner have piuniihed the adultrefs than. 
" the boy," was deeply remembered by Antonina :. 
and two years afterwards, when defpair had arn^d^ 
t]i4t o$cer againft his general » her fanguinary kd». 
vice decided and haltened his execution* Eveti the 
indignation of Photius was not forgiven by his 
mother'} the exile of her fon prepared the recal of 
her lover ; and Theodofius condefcended to accept 
the preilingp.and humble mvitation of the con- 
queror of Italy. ^ In the abfolute diteflion of hi$ 
houfehold, and in the important commiflions of 
peace and war "% the favourite youth moft rapidly 
acquired a fortune of four hundred thoufand pounds 

*»J Ifi November 537, Photiui ar^e(Vt<^ rbq pope (Lihemt. Prev. c ii. 
Pagi, torn, ii p. '$€z» )• About the end of 539, BeJifarius ftnt Theodofius— 
twry^uu^T^eofry c^(ra>r».-on an important and lucnttve cominUTiori 
tolUv«on« (Goth. 1. ii. c. iS.]. 
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CHAP, fterling ; and after their return to C6nftanliii(^l6» 
die paifion of Antonina, at leaft, continued ardenc 
and unabated. Bat fiar^ devotion^ and laifitude^ 
perhaps, infpired Theodofius ^th tnore feriooa 
thoughts. He dreaded the bufy fcandal of the 
capital^ and the indilcreet fondne(3 of the wife of 
Belifarius ; efcaped from her embraces, aod retiruig 
to Ephefus, (baved ius head, and tock refiige mi 
the fanduary of a monadic life. The defpair of 
the new Ariadne could fcarcely have been exculed 
by the death of her hufband. She wept, Ihe foro 
her hair, (he filled the palace with her crie^; 
<< (he had loft the deareft of friends, a tender, a 
^ faithful, a laborious friend !'* But her warm 
entreaties, fortified by the prayers of Bdifarios» 
were inrufiktent to draw the holy monk fhmi 
the folitude of Ephefus. It was not tin the ge- 
neral moved forward for the Perfian war, that 
Theodofius could be tempted to return to Con- 
ftantinople ; and the fliort interval before the de- 
parture of Antonina herfelf was boldly devoted to 
love and plealure. 
Refcntmcnt A philofophcr mav pity and forijive the infirmi- 
and her foo tics ot female nature, rrom which he receives no 
Photius. yg2^{ injury ; but contemptible is the hufband who. 
feels, and yet endures, his own infamy in that of 
his wife. Antonina purfued her fon with implacable 
hatred ; and the gallant Photius "* was expofed to 
her fecret perfecutions in the camp beyond the 
•Tigris; Enraged by his own wrongs, and by the 

it6 Tlwophaoes (Chrooograph. p. 9^4.) ftyleshiin Hesinas^ tbtibo-ia. 
law of fieliCarius \ and he is copied by the Hiftoria MiCceUa and Anafta^ 
fius. 

difhon^il]^ 
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dlffionour of his blood, he cafl: away in his turn th^ c h ^ p^ 
fendments of nature, and revealed to Beltfariua 
the turpitude of a woman who had vblated all the 
duties of a mother and a wife. Ftom the furprife 
and indignation of the Roman general, his former 
credulity appears to have been fincere i he embraced! 
(he knees of the fon of Antonina, adjured him to 
remember I)i$ obligations rather than his Urth^aiid 
confirmed at the altar their holy vows of revenge 
and mutual defence. The dominion of A&tonjna 
was impaired by abfence ; and when 1lt^c met her 
buAand, on bis return from the Perfian confines^ 
Belilarius, in his firft and tranfient emotions, con* 
fined her perfon, and threatened her life. Photitis 
was more refolyed to punifli, and lefs prompt to 
pardon: he flew to Epbefus; extorted from a 
trufty eunuch of his mother the full eonfeffion of 
her gt^ilti arrefted Theodofms.and hit treafures in 
the church of St John the Apoflle, and concealed, 
his captives, whofe esiecution was only delayed^ 
in a kcvare and fequeftered fortrefs of Cifida. Such 
a daring outrage again(l public juftice could not 
pafs with impunity ; and the caufe of Antonint 
was efpoufed b^ the emprefs, whofe £ivour flie 
had dt^erved by the recent feryices of the di^raoe 
of a praefed, and the exile and murder of a pope* 
At the end bf the campaign, Belifarius was recalled : 
he complied, as ufual, with the Imperial mandate. 
His mind was not prepared for rebellion ; his obe* 
dience, however adverfe to the didates of honouft 
wa9 confonant to the wiihes of his heart ; and 
when he embraced his wife, at the command, and 
perhaps in th^ pref<mce, of thi emprels, the tender 
^ ^ hulband 
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c H A P. hufband was difpofed to forgive or to be forgiven. 

\^r^^^ The bou9ty of Tbeodora refcrved for her compa- 
aipn a more precious favour. *• I have found," 
ibe faid, '^ my dearefl; patriciaQ, a pearl of ineftU. 
^^ mable value : it has not yet been viewed by any 
^ mortal eye } but the fight and the poflTeiTion of 
*' this jewel are deftined for jmy friend." A$ foon 
|& the corioiiftY and impatience of Antonina w^e 
kindled^ the door of a bedchamber was throwi^ 
9peA» and ihe beheld her lover, whom the dili- 
gence of the eunuchs had difcovered in his fecret 
prifon. Her filent wonder burft into paflionate 
exclamations of gratitude and joy, and (he named 
Theodora her queen, her benefadrefs, and her 
l^viour. The monk of Ephefus was nouriibed in 
^4 palfice with luxury ^nd ambition ; but inftead 
of ;^amings ss be was promifed, the command of 
tbe Romw armies, Theo'doilus expired ia the firft 

FrrfcontioQ £ui£ues of an afflorous interview. The grief of 

of Ikes feiu ^ ^ , . »? . 

Antonina covld only be afluaged b]L the fufferings 
of h«|r fon, A youth of confular rank, and a fickly 
co^ftittttipn, was puniflied, without a trial, like 4 
pajlifft^fVrr and a^ ilave : yet fuch was the cour 
&9fii^ of |iis mind, that Photius fudained the tor* 
4ures of t^r Ic9urge and the rack, without violat- 
ijag the iaith which he lud fwora to Belifarjus. 
^er this, fruitlefs cruelty, the £611 of Antonina^ 
.whUf his mother feafted with the empreis^ wa^ 
buried in her fubterfanoous prifons, which admitted 
^l^ the diftindion of night and day. He twice 
. efcfped to the mo(^ venerable fapAuaries of Coa- 
jdantinople, the churches of St. Sophia and of the' 
Virgin: but his tyrants were infcnfible of religion 

as 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP THE ROMAN E.MPIR?^ 267 

M of pity; and the bdplefs youth, amidft the cla- c-h a p*. 
mours of thfe clergy and people, was twice dragged^ -^r.Ag 
from the altar to the dungeon; His thii-d attempt. ' ' 
was more fuccefsful. At the end of three years^ 
the prophet Zacharia, or fome mortal frieiid»; 
indicated the means of an efcapc :' he eluded tho 
ipies and guards of the emprefs, reached the holy 
fepttlcbre of )eru&lem, ehibraced the pro&ffioa of 
a monk; and the abbot Photiita was empldyed,: 
after the death of Juftinian, to reconcikrazid rc^^ 
bte the churches of Egypt. The foa of Aiito^^ 
Aina fofiisred all th^t an feoemy . can in^iSL : her 
patient* hpfband impofed on him&if the.nQK>re to? 
quifite niifery of violating his pronuTe anc} defeding' 
his fxititii . ^ ' : m 

la the fiicceeding campaign, Bdifaritfs iras agwi nirgrace 
i^:againfl the Ferfiaixs: he laved the Es^^'botr fimof 
be oftendcd Theodora^ and porhaqas tbeempeiMHEr ^'^"^ 
himfeli The maladf of Juftinian * hi(d» Qoum^ii. 
nanced the ruriiQur of his d^ath^ wB tbe^Rofnste 
gen^raly on the fbppofition of that prob^ilr^veiit^ 
^>oke tfaefree language of a cici^cti and a ibUier*. 
ifis coiteague Buzos, who concurred in tfao^^baiQ 
knxim(sasty\p& ^ iznk, his Kfaerty, andhisrhtalth, 
by the petfecutbn of the.esnprefii :- but the difgracer 
of Beiiiaiius was attemted by the dignity oi hi» 
own charaid^r, and the influence of his wife, whd» ^ 
might wifli to humble, but could notdefire to ruin, 
the partner of her fortunes. Even hii remc^al 
was coiDurcd by the aflurance, that the iinkin|» 
ftate of Italy would be retrieved by the fmgle pre«- 
fiEAce of its conqueror. But no fboner had ha 

returned^ 
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ftinmidf atone a&d defencelefs, than an hoAiter 
oommiffion was fent to the Eaft^ to feize his treafures 
md criminate his aftions ; the guards and reterans 
vho folkswe^ his prnrate banner, were dtflributed 
among the chiefs of the army, and even the eu« 
mxehs prefumed to caft lots for the partition of his 
martial domeftics. When he pafled with a fmall 
and fordid retinue through the ftreets of Gdnlkn^ 
ttnople, hi6 forlorn appearance excited the amaxe« 
meat and compaffion of the people* Juftiniaa and 
Theodora received him with cold ingratitude } the 
fervile crowd, with infolenQe and contempt; and 
in the evening he retired with trembHng ftepa tq 
llisdeferted palace* ;An indifpoTition, fdgned oi^ 
veal, had confined Antonina to her apartment : 
;md file walked di£iainfully filent in the adjacent 
^flico, white Belcfarius threw btmfetf on his bed, 
aiid ejcpe^ked, in an agony of grief and.tttrari' tlw 
4tath whidi he^ had fo pften braved xmder thd walk 
tff Rome* X^ong after fun-fet a meffeoger waa 
amiotmced front the empreft } he opened^ wklv 
anxious coriofity^ the letter which contakied the 
fcmence of his fate* ^^ You cannot be. ignorant 
*^ how much you hav^ deferved my difp^afitre. I 
^ am not infenfible of the fervices of. Amonina* 
^To her merits and interceflion I have granted 
^ your life, and permit you to retain a part of your 
^* treafures, which might be juftly forfeited to tlie 
*^ ftate. I^ your gratiiude, where it k doc^ he 
^ difplayed, not in words, hot in yonr future bet 
^ haviour.'^ I know not how to belkve ov to 
relate the tranfports ynth whicli th^ b^o k faid to 
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have teceiveci this igncnmniotts pardon^ He feU c h a r. 
proftrate before his wife, he kiffiwi the feet of his v *^ 
(aviour, and he devoutly promifed to live the grate* 
ful and fubmiffive flave of Antonina. A fiae of 
one hundred and twenty thbufand pounds fteriisg 
was levied on the fortunes of Belifarius } and wkh 
the ofEce of count, or mafter of the royal ftabks^ 
he accepted the condud of. the Italian war. At 
his departure from Conftantinople, his friends, and 
even the public, were perfuaded^ that as foon at 
he regained his freedom, he would renounce hit 
difGmuIation, and that his wife, Tbeodorja, and 
perhaps the emperor himfelf, would be facrificed 
to the juft revenge. of a virtuou? rebeL Their 
hopes were deceived; and the unconquerable 
patience and loyalty of Belifarius appear either 
ieltnu or above the chara£ler of a mam "^ 

wy Tfo eobtinuator ol the efiitmicff of Marcetlinus ^ivet. In a few decent 
w«|dst the fi^^ftwce ot |hs Antcdocet : BeliC^rlut de OrifgiCii cirpcMM, }m 
€ffeii£un perlculumque incurrcns grave« ec invidix Tubjagena n^rfui f<:i|||V 
tiivr in Ualiam (p. 54)* 



Digitized by 



Google 



%J0 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. 
XUf. 




CHAP. XLII. 

State ef the Barbaric World.— EJiabli/hment rf the 
Lombards on the Danube. — Tribes and Inroads cf 
the Sclavonians. — Origin^ Empire^ and Embajftes 
of the Turks.-^The Flight of the Avars.— Chof 
roes L or Nujhirvan King of Perfia. — His pro- 
f^erous Reign and Wars with the Romans. — 'The 
Cholchian or Lazic War. — The JEthiofians, 

I^UR eftimate of perfonal merit is relative to 
^^ the common fecultics of mafikind. The 
afpiring efforts of genius, or virtue, either in afli ve 
or fpeculative life^ are meafured, not fo much by 
their real elevation, as by the height to which they 
afcend above the level of their^age or country : and 
the fame ftature, which in a people of giants 
would pafs unnoticed, mud appear confpicuous in 
a race of pygmies* Leonidas, and his three hun« 
dred companions, devoted their lives at Thermo- 
pylae; but the education of the infant, the boy, 
and the man, had prepared, and almoft enfured, 
this memorable {acrifice ; and each Spartan would 
approve, rather than admire, an ad of d\ity, of 
which himfelf and eight choufand of his fellow* 
citizens were equally capable '• The great Pom- 

> It will be a pleafure, not a talk, to read Herodotus (L vU. c 104. 134. 
p. 550. 615. )» I'iie coDVcrfauon oi' Xerxes and Demaratus at TbermopyUe 
as one of the moft intercfting and moral fcenes in hitlorjr. It was the tor- 
ture of the royal Spartan to brhold^ with an^uiih and renu}rfej th^ virtoc of 
hit countr/. 

I pey 
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pey might infcribc on \m trophies, that he had chap. 
defeated in battle two millions of enemies, and 
reduced fifteen hundred cities from the lake Masotis 
to the Red Sea * : but the fortune of Rome flew 
before his eagles ; the nations were oppreffed by 
their; own fears, and the invincible legions which 
he commanded, had been formed by the habits of 
conqueft and the difcipline of ages. In this view, 
the charader of Belifarius may be defervedly placed 
above the heroes of the ancient republics^ His 
itnperfedions flowed from the contagion of the 
times ; his virtues were his own, the free gift of 
nature or refleflion ; he raifed himfelf whhout a 
matter or a rival ; and fo inadequate were the arms 
committed to his hand, that his fole advantage was 
derived from the pride and prefumption of his 
adverfaries. Under his command, the fubjefts of 
Juftinbn often deferved to be called Romans : but 
the unwarlike appellation of Greeks was impofed 
as a term of reproach by the haughty Goths ; who 
affe£ked to blufh, that they mufl difpute the king- 
dom of Italy with a nation of tragedians, panto* 
mimes, and pirates ^ The climate of Afia has 
indeed been found lefs congenial than that of 
Europe, to military fpirit : thofe populous countries 
were enervated by luxury, defpotifm, and fiiperfti* 

• Set thif pfoikl infcripcton in Pllny (Hift. Natur. ▼i^»7.). Few men 
hav« more exquifudy tailed of ^lory and difgrace: nor could Juvenal 
(Satir. X. ) produce a more ftriking eaumple of the vlciffitodes of fortune, 
aad the ▼aoicy of bnixuia «ii(het* 

. I TfatK&i • • . • f I tty fw Vfvnpa uitta i; Ira^txt ixarrtt iJW, ^n 
/ft« Tpay«J»>'> ««* wvTOK XwToJimK. This laft epithet of Procopius it 
too iH^Iy tnmflated by pimcei { naval thieves is the proper word : ftrippert 
of sannents^ either for injury or tnftiSt (DemoAhencs contra Conon. in Reiike 
Qracor. Gicc. torn. u. p. 1x6^.1, 
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CRAP, don ; and (he monks Mrtre more expenfive and 

' ^ more numerous than the foldiers of the £aft« The 

regular force of the empire had once amounted to 

fix hundred and forty-five thoufand men ) it was 

reduced, in the time of JuftiniaUj to cttle hundred 

and fifty thoufand ; and this number^ large as it 

may feem, was thinly fcattered over the Tea and land j 

in Spain and Italy, in Africa and t^gypt, on the 

banks of the Danube^ the coaft of the EuJune^ 

and the frontiers of Perfia« The ciciaen was ex* 

haufted, yet the foldier was unpaid ) his poverty 

was mifchievouily Ibothed by the privilege of 

rapine and indolence j and the tardy payments 

were detained and intercepted by the fraud of thofe 

agents who ufurp, without courage or danger^ th« 

emoluments of war. Public and private diftrels 

recruited the armies of the ftate ; but in the fields 

and flill more in the prefence of the enemy^ their 

numbers were always defedive. The want of 

national fpirit was fuppUed by the precarious faith 

and diforderly fervice of Barbarian mercenaries* 

Even military honour, which has often fvrvived 

the lofs of virtue and freedom, was almoft; totally 

extinft. The generals, who were m&ttiplied be» 

yond the example of former times^ laboured only 

to prevent the fuccefs^ or to fully the reputatioQ, 

of their colleagues ; and they had been taught by 

experience, that if metit fometimes pfovdced the 

jealoufy, error, or even guilt, would obtMn tjte 

indulgence, of a gracious emperor ^ In fueb an ^ge 



4 See the third and fourth tcokg of the Gothic War: tbt wrker il te 

13 the 
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tbe triumphs of Belifarius, and afterwards of Narfes, c h a p/ 
fliine with incomparable lufhre ; but they are en- -^^^ 
compafled with the darkeft Ihades of difgrace and 
calamity. While the lieutenant of Juftinian fub« 
dued the kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals^ the 
empetor % timid, though ambitious, balanced the 
forces of th^ Barbarians, fomented their divifions 
by flattery and falfehood, and invited by his patience 
tad libenility the repetition of injuries ^ The key$ 
of Carthage, Rome, and Ravenna, were prefented 
to their conqueror, while Antioch was deftroyed 
by the Perfians, and Juftinian trembled for the fafety 
of Conftantinople. 

Even the Gothic viAories of Belifarius were pre« succoitht 
judicial to the ftate, fince they aboliflied the im- "^ 

portant barrier of the Upper Danube, whi(;h had 
been fo faithfully guarded by Theodoric and his 
daughter. For the defence of Italy, the Goths 
evacuated Pannonia and Noricum, which they left 
in a peaceful and flouriflimg condition : the foVe« 
reignty was claimed by the «nperor of the Romans ; 
the a£lual pofleffion was abandoned to the boldnefs 
of the firft invader. On the oppofite banks of the 
Danube, the plains of Upper Hungary and the 
Tranfylvanian hills were poOfeiTed, fince the death 
of Attila, by the tribes of the Gepidse, who re- The Oep!« 

I 

5 Agathiasy 1. 5. p^ 157, 158. He confines this weaknefi of the em- 
peror and the empire to the old age of Jufttnian j biir> alas ! he was never 
young. 

6 This mifchlevous policy, which Procopius (AnecdoL c. 19.) imputet 
to tlie emperor, is revealed in h'n epiftic to a Scythian prince, who was ca« 
pable of underftandlng i^ A/ftv vfoiurSn xat ayx»^i'0t^V^9 lays Agathias 
(1. V. p. 170, 171.). 

Vou yil. T fpcded 
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* fpe£ked the Gothic arm^, and defpifedy not indeed 
the gold of the Romans^ but the fecret motive of 
their annual fubfidie^* The vacant fortifications 
of the river were inftantly occupied by thefe Barba^ 
rians : their ftandards were planted on the walls of 
Sirmium and Belgrade ; and the ironical toae of 
their apology aggravated this infult on the majefty 
of the empire. '^ So extenfive, O Csefar, are your 
^' dominions ; fo numerous are your cities ; that 
*^ you are cootinaally feeking for*nations to whom, 
♦* either in peace or war, you may relinquiih thefe 
" ufelefs pofleflions. The Gepids are your brave 
^* and faithful allies ; and if they have anticipated 
** your gifts, they have (hewn a juft confidence in 
** your bounty/* Their prefumption was excufed 
by the mode of revenge which Juftinian embraced* 
Inftead of aflerting the rights of a fovereign for 
the proteftion of his fubjeds, the emperor invited 
a 11 range people to invade andpoflefs the Roman 
provinces between the Danube and the Alps ; and 
the ambition of the Gepida^ was checked by the 
The Lorn, rifing power and fame of the I^ombards \ This 
corrupt appellation has been dlQufed in the thir- 
teenth century by the merchants and bankers, the 
Italian pofterlty of thefe favage warriors : but the 

7 Ccns Cermana fcrlrate f«rrocJoir^ fays Vcrcius Patcrculus of the l^oat^ 
bsudi (ii. io60- i«fln^ol}^rdos paucicaii nobilttac. Flurimis ac valmtiffimis 
nationibus cinfli non per ol.fcquiunj fed ptxliis ct ptricliundo tirti 
font (Tacit, de Moribus German, c. 40. \ See likewiic Strabo (L vii. 
p. 446). The btft geographers place ibtin beyond the Elbe, in t'.ie biihoprk 
of Magdcburgh and the middle march of liiandcnburgh^ and their finiation 
Vill agree with the patriotic reniaik of tlic Coutit de Hcrtzbcrg, that moft 
of the Barbarian conqueior^ iiTued from the iame counnies which ftili pro* 
ducc the anniej ^f L'ruil}.*. 

original 
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t)riginal name of Langobards is expreffive only rf chap. 
the peculiar length and fafliion of their beards. I 
am not dUpofed either to queftion or to juftlfy 
their Scandinavian origin * ; nor to purfue the 
migration$ of the Lombards through unknown re- 
gions and marvellous adventures. About the time 
of Augi^us and Trajan, a ray of hiftoric light 
breaks on the darknefs of their antiquities, and they 
are difcovered, fqr the firft time, between the Elbe 
,and the Oden Fierce, beyond the example of th^ 
Gerouns, they delighted to propagate the tremen- 
dous belief, that their heads were formed like the 
heads of dogs, and that they drsnk the blood of 
their enemies whom they vanquiflied in battle. The 
fmallnefs of their numbers was recruited by the 
adoption of their braved flaves ; and alone, amidft 
their powerful neighbours, they defended by arms 
their high-fpirited independence. In the tempeils 
of the north, which overwhelmed fo many name^ 
^uid nations, this little bark of the Lombards (Kli 
floated on the furface : they gradually defcended 
towards the fouth and the Danube ; and at the end 
of four hundred years they again appear with their 
ancient valour and renown. Their manners were 
not lefs ferocious. The aflfaffination of a royal gueft 
was executed in the prefence, and by the command, 
of the king's daughter, who had been provoked 
by fome words of infult, and difappointed by his 

* The Scandinavian origin of the Goths and Lombards, as ftated by Paul 
'Wamefrid, fttrnamed the deacon, is attacked by Cluverius (Gtrmania Antiq. 
1* iU. c. 1$. p. 102> ftc.)> a native of rniffla, and defended by Grotit^t 
(Piolegom. ad Hiii Goih. p. 28^ &c.)9 tlic Swcdiib aoibaiTador. 

T2 dimi- 
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CHAP, diminutive ftaturc ; and a tribute, the price of 
blood, was impofed on the Lombards, by his bro« 
ther the king of the HeruU. Advetfity revived a 
fenfe of moderation and juftice, and the infolence 
bf conquefl was chaftifed by the fignal defeat and 
irreparable difperfion of the Heruli, who were 
feated in the foutherii provinces of Poland '. The 
vidories of the Lombards recommended them to 
the friend(bip of the emperors : and at the folicit* 
iation of Juflinian, they pafled the Danube, to re«i 
duce, according to their treaty, the cities of Noricum 
and the fortrefies of Pannonia. But the fpirit of 
rapine (ooti tempted them beyond thefe ample 
limits ; they wandered along the coaft of the Ha« 
driatic as far as Dyrrachium, and prefumed, with 
familiar rudenefs, to enter the towns and houfes 
of their Roman allies, and to feize the captives 
who had efcaped from their audacious hands. Thefe 
adts of hoflility, the fallies, as it might be pretended, 
of fome loofe adventurers, were difowned by the 
nation, and excufed by the emperor ; but the arms 
of the Lombards were more ferioufly engaged by 
a conteft of thirty years, which was terminated only 
by the extirpation of the Gepidae. The hoftile 
nations often pleaded their caufe before the throne 
of Conftantinople ; and the crafty Juftinian, to 
whom the Barbarians were almoft equally odious, 
pronounced a partial and ambiguous fentence, and 
dextroufly protra£led the war by flow and inefiec* 

^ Two fa£t« in the narrative of Paul Dlaconus (I. i. Ct ao.) arc cxprefflfe 
of national mannen : i. Dum aJ tabuUm luderet^'wfailc Ite played at 
draugkti. ». Camponim viridantia hnu. The cultiTatiOQ of tfiax fuppofca 
liopcny, convncrce, a^ricukurr, :id4 manuf. £^un». 

tual 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^77 

tual fuccours. Their ftrength was formidable, chap. 
(ince the Lombards, who fent into the field fereral ^^0^^'^ 
myriads of foldiers, fiill claimed, as the weaker 
fide, the proteftion of the Romans. Their fpirit 
wag intrepid ; yet fuch is the uncertainty of cou- 
rage, that the two armies were fuddenly flruck 
with a panic ; they fled from each other, and tht 
tival kings remained with their guards in the 
n)i4ft of an empty plain. A ihort truce was ob« 
tained ; but their mutual refentment again kindled;, 
and the remembrance of their fliame rendered the 
next encounter more defperate and bloody. Forty 
thonfand of the Barbarians periOied in the de- 
dfive battle, which broke the power of the Gen 
pidac, transferred the fears and wiihes of Juftinian, 
^nd firft difplayed the charadler of Alboin, the 
youthful prince of the Lombards, and the future 
conqueror of Italy ■•. 

The wild people who dwelt or wandered in 'the The<;cu- 
plains of Ruflia, Lithuania, and Poland, might ^^^^*' 
be reduced, in the age of Juftinian, under the 
two great families of the Bulgarians" and the 
ScLAvoNiANs. Accordiug to the Greek writers, 

to I have ufed^ without undertaking to reconcUei the fa£)s in Procopius 
(Goth. I. ii. c 14. J.iii. c. 33, 34. 1. iv. c. 18. 25.), Paul Uiaconus (de 
CkiUs Langobard. 1. i. c* 1—^3* in Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicarurp, 
torn. i. p. 405 — 4i90> ^^^ Jornandcs (dc Succeif. Regnonim, p. 242.^. 
The patient reader may draw fomc hght fr«m Mafcou (Hill, of the Germans, 
aod Annotat. xmiu) and de Buat (Hift. dcs Pcuples, &c. torn, ix, x, xi.). 

II I adopt the appellation of Bulgarlanft^ from EnnocUut (in Panegyr. 
Theodorici, Opp. Sirmond, lom. i. p. 1598, 1599.)» Jornandes (de Rebus 
C^cticis, c. 5« p* 194. ed. de Regn. SucceAone, p. 14*.) > Theophanet 
(p. i85.)> a"^ ^he Chronicles of Cafliodorius and Marceliinus. The name 
c^ Huns is too vague ; the tribes of Che Cutturgurians and Uttiirgurians ar« 
1914 minot^ and too har ib. 

T3 the 
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CHAP, the former, who touched the Euxine and the lake 
Masotis, derived from the Huns their name or 
defcent ; and it ii needlefs to renew the fimple and 
well-known pifture of Tartar manners. They 
were bold and dextrous archers, who drank ^he 
milk, and feafted on the flefh of their fleet and 
indefatigable horfes ; whofe flocks alid herdis fol- 
lowed, or rather guided, the motions of their 
roving camps ; to whofe inroads no conntfy was 
remote or impervious, and who were praftifed in 
flight, though incapable of fear. The nation was 
divided into two powerful and hoftile tribes, who 
purfued each other with fraternal hatred. They 
eagerly difputed the friendfhip of rather the gifts 
of the emperor ; and the diftin£lion which nature 
had fixed between the faithful dog and the rapa- 
cious wolf, was applied by an ambaflador who 
received only verbal inftruQions from the mouth 
of liis illiterate prince ". The Bulgarians, of 
whatfoever fpecies, were equally attrafled by Ro» 
man wealth : they aflumed a vague dominion over 
the Sclavonian name, and their rapid marches 
could only be flopped by the Baltic fea, or the 
extreme cold and poverty of the north. But the 
fame race of Sclavonians appears to have main- 
tained, in every age, the pofleffion of the fame 
countries. Their numerous tribes, however dif- 
tant or adverfe, ufed onie common language (it 
was harfli and irregular), and were known by the 
refemblance of their form, which deviated from 

t4 Procop!u$ (Goch. I iv. c. 19.). His verbal mcflj^c (he o-.vns himfcU 
an illiterate Barbarian) is dpUvertd as »n cpi<^le. The flylc is (avage, figura- 
(ive^^and origirviL 

the 
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Aie fwarthy Tartar, and approached without at* chap. 
taining the lofty ftature and fair compleiuon of 
ibe German, Four thoufand fix hundred vil- 
lages " were fcattered over the provinces of Ruffia 
and Poland, and their hut3 were haftily built of 
rough timber, in a country deficient both in (lone * 
and iron. Ereded, or rather concealed in the 
depth of forefts, on the banks of rivers, or the 
edge of morafles, we may not perhaps, without 
flattery, compare them to the archited:ure of the 
beaver; which they relembled in a double iflue, 
to the land and water, for the efcape of the fa- 
vage inhabitant, an animal lefs cleanly, lefs dili« 
gent, and left focial, than that marvellous qua« 
drupede. The fertility of the foil, rather than 
the labour of the natives, fupplied tha ruftic 
plenty of the Sclavonians. Their flieep and 
horned cattle were large and numerous, and the 
fields which they fowed with millet and panic '% 
afforded, in the place of bread, a coarfe and lefs 
nutritive food. - The inceflant rapine of their 
ndghbours compelled them to bury this treafure 
in the earth ; but on the appearance of a flranger, 
it was freely imparted by a people, Vvhofe un^ 

t| This Aim it the refiilt of a particular lift, ii> a curious MS. fragment of 
che year 550, found in tlie library of Mi am The obfcure geogi»phy of the 
<iincs provokes and exercifct the patience of the count de Buat (torn. xi. 
p. 69— 189.)' The French miniftcr often lofes himfelf in a wildemeb 
which requires a Saxon and Polifh guide. 

14 pMtaim mlium. See Columella, I* ii. c. 9. p. 430. edit. Gefner. PL'n. 
Hift. Natnr. xviii. 24, 15. The Sarmatians made a pap of miilet, mingled 
with roare*s milk or blood. In the wealth of modern husbandry, our millet 
(eeds poultry, and not heroes. See the di£tionarles of Bomare and Miller.^ 

T 4 favourable 
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^ xiAi^' fiivootable charader is qualified by the epithets of 
chafte, patient, and hofpitable. As their fu- 
preme god, they adored an uiTifihle matter o£ 
the thunder* The rivers and the nyn^hs ob- 
tained thdr fubordinate honours, and the popular 
worfhip was exprefled in vows and faGrifice. The 
Sclavonians difdained to obey a defpot, a princd, 
or even a magiftrate; but their experience was 
too narrow, their pailions too headftrong, to com* 
pofe a fyftem of equal law or general defence. 
Some volunta^-y refped was yielded to age aBd 
valour } b^t each tribe or village exifted as a fe-» 
parate republic, and all mufl; be perfuaded where 
none (ould be compelled. They fought on foot, 
almoft naked, and, except an unwieldy (hield, 
withoi|^ any defenfive armour: their weapons of 
office were a bow, a quiver of fmall poifoned 
arrows, and a long rope, which they dextroufly 
threw from a diftance, and entangled their enemy 
in a running noofe. In the field, the Sclavonian 
infantry was dangerous by their fpeed* agiliiy, 
9nd hardincfs: they fwam, they dived, they re* 
inained under water, drawing their breath through 
a hollow tane ; and a river or lake was often the 
fcene of their unfurpefted ambufcade. But thefe 
were the atchievements of fpies or ftragglers ; the 
military art was unknown to the Sclavonians ; 
their name was ohfcure, and their cooquefls w^^ 
inglorious *\ 

I have 

If for the name an4 na^n, the 0tuacioi| and inaQners» of the ScIavoDlan|p 
itt the origioal evidence of the vith century, in Procopms (Goc^»Lft. 
i, 9^£. Lili. C| 14.} and the eofiptror Miiuritius^or Maurice (Stratageout. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^l 

1 bave marked the faint and general outline of c h a p. 
the Sclavonians and Bulgarians, without attempt- J^}^ 
ing to define their immediate boundaries, which Their ia- 
were not accurately known or refpe&ed by the 
Barbarians themfelves* Their importance waaf 
meafured by their vicinity to the empire; and 
the level country of Moldavia and Walachia was 
occupied by the Antes ^% a Sclavohian tribe> 
which fwelled the titles of Juftinian with an epi- 
thet of conqueft'^ Againft the Antes he erected 
the fortifications of the lower Danube ; and la« 
boured to fecure the alliance of a people feated in 
the direct channel of northern inundation, aii 
interval of two hundred miles between the moun- 
tains of Tranfylvania and the Euxine fea. But 
the Antes wanted power and inclination to flem 
the fury of the torrent : and the light-armed Scla- 
vonianS) from an hundred tribes^ purfued with 
almoft equal fpeed the footftq>s of the Bulgarbtt 
horle. The payment of one piece of gold for 
each foldier, procured a fafe and eafy retreat 
through the country of the Gepidee^ who com* 



• 



t il c* 5. SfNid Mafceoy Annotat. xxxl). The Stratagems of Mautic* 
ba^e been printed only^ at 1 underdand, at the end of ScbefTer^b edition ef 
ArriasH Tables, ac Upfal, 1664 (Fabric. Blblior. Grsec. 1. ir. c. $. torn. iji. 
p. 178.) J « fearce* and hitherto^ to me, an inacceiTible book. 

«6 Antes corum fortifllnu • • • . Tayiis qui rapidus et vortlcofus In Hi^i 
^ei\ta furei^ devoWitur ( jomandes, c- 5* Pf I94> edit. Murator. Procd- 
piusy Gptb. I. iii. 9. 14. et de ^ific. 1. iv. c. 7.). Yet 'the rafr.e Procopiiu 
meotiens tbe Goths and Huns as neiglibours^ ywmarra, to the Danube 
4<lc £diiic 1. W. CI.}. 

17 Tbe natUmal* title of Antiau^ in tlie laws and infcriptions of JuAioiaoi 
^rras adopted by hit fucccflbrsy and is juftified by the pious Ludewig (in Vic* 
JiA^Uoian. p- S'5-)^ It hji^ AranftJy puzzJed tbe civilians of the middle 

1^ . manded 
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CHAP, manded the pafiage of the upper Danube **• Tbe 
hopes or fears of the Barbarians ; their intedine 
union or difcord ; the accident of a frozen or 
ihallow ftream ; the profpeA of harvefl: or vm« 
tage ; the profperity or diftrefs of the Romans ; 
were the caufes which produced the uniform 
fepetition of annual vifits '% tedious in the nar«- 
rative, and deftrufkive.in the event. The fame 
year, and poffibly the £3une month, in which 
Ravenna furrendered, was marked by an invafion 
of the Huns or Bulgarians, fo dreadful, that it 
nlmoft eifaced the memory of their pad inroads. 
They fpread from the fuburbs of Conftantinople 
to the Ionian gulph, deftroyed thirty-two cities or 
caftles, erazed Potidsea, which Athens had built 
wd Philip had befieged, and repafled the Danube, 
dragging at their horles' heels one hundred and 
twenty thouiand of the fubjeds of Jaftinbn. In 
a fttbfequent inroad they pierced the wall of the 
Hiracian Cherfonefus,. extirpated tbe habitations 
and the inhabitants, boldly traverfed the l^dlef* 
pont, and returned to their companions, laden 
y with the fpoils of Afia. Another party, which 
feemed a multitude in the eyes of the Romans, 
penetrated, without oppofition, from the ftreights 
of Thermopylae to the ifthmus of Corinth ; and 
the la(t ruin of Greece has appeared an obje£k 
too minute for the attention of hiftory. The 
works which the emperor raifed for the protefUon, 

. >S Procopiiit, Gotlv 1. iv. c. 15. 

19 An iimNid of the Huns is connedcdy by Procopiuj, with a comet t 
perhaps that of 531 {VctQc. I. ii. €.4.). Agathias (1. v. p«i54» 'SSO 
boFTOv^'s from his predeceflbr (omt early ia^* 

but 
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but at the expence, of his fubjefts, ferved only to c n a p. 
difclofe the weakncffs of fome negleSed part ; and 
the walls, which by flattery had been deemed im? 
pregnable, were either dcferted by the garrifon, 
c5r fcaled by the Barbarians, Three thoufand 
Sclavonians, who infolently divided thefnfclvcg 
into two bands, difcovered the weaknefs aoid 
mifery of a triumphant reign. They pafled the 
Danube and the Hebrns, vanquHhed the Roman 
generals who dared to oppofe their progrefs, and 
plundered, with impunity, the cities of Itlyricum 
and Thrace, each of which had arms and numbers 
to overwhelm their cotitentptible affailants. What* 
ever praife the boldnefs of the Sclavonians may 
deferve, it is fullied by the wanton and deliberate 
crtrelty which they are accufed of exerdfitig on 
their prifoners. Without diftindion of rank, or 
2[ge, or /ex, the captives were impaled or flayed 
alive, or fufpended between four pofts, and beatea 
with clubs till they expired, or indofed in fome 
fpacious building, and left to perifli in the flantes 
with the fpoil and cattle which might impede the 
march of thefe favage vigors ***. Perhaps a more 
impartial narrative would reduce the number, and. 
qualify the nature, of thefe horrid acts ; and they 
might fometimes be excufed by the cruel laws of 
retaliation. In the fiege of Topirus*", whofe 

M The crneities of the Sclavomnns are related or magnified by Procopiot 
(Goth. 1. iii. c. 19. 38.). For their miU and liberal behaviour to their ^n^ 
Toners, we may appeal to the authority^ fomewhat more recent^ of th» 
emperor Mao rice (Stratagem, l.ii. c 5.). 

21 Topirus was fituate near Philippi in Thrace, or Maeedoi&y oppcfllte 
to the ifl: of Thafo<, twelve days' journey from Conftantinople (CelJarivt, 
|om. I p« 676. 340.}. 

obftinatc 
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obftinate defence had enraged the Sclavonian^ 
they maffacred fifteen thoufand males ; but they 
fpared the women and children; the mod valu- 
able captives were always referved for labour or 
ranfom ; tlie fervitude was not rigorous, and the 
terms of their deliverance were fpeedy and mode- 
rate* But the fubje£t, or the hiftorian of Jufti* 
nian, e*xhaled his juft indignation in the language 
of complaint and reproach; and Procopius has 
confidently affirmed, that in a reign of thirty-two 
years> each annual inroad of the Barbarians con- 
fumed two hundred thoufand of the inhabitants of 
the Roman empire. The entire population of 
Turkifli Europe, which nearly corrcfponds with 
the provinces of Juftinian, would perhaps be inca- 
pable of fupplying fix millions of perfons, the 
refult of this incredible ef^imate ^\ 
cri^mand In the mid ft of thefe obfcure calamities, Eu- 
oi ehc wpe felt the (hock of a revolution, which firfl; 
Aul^"^ revealed to the world the name and nation of the 
A. a TuRis. Like Romulus, the founder of that 
martial people was fuckled by a fhe-wolf, who 
afterwards made him the father of a numerous pro- 
geny; and the reprefentation of that animal in 
the banners of the Turks prefervcd the memory, 
or rather fuggefted the idea, ^f a fable, which 
was invented, without any mutual intercourfe, by 
the (hepherds of Latium and thofe of Scythia. 
At the equal diftance of two thoufand miles from 
the Cafpianj^ the Icy, the Chinefc, and the Bengal 

^ According to die malevolent tcftimony of the Anecdotes (c. tS )» tliefc 
iovoads bad nfdttccd %\\e provinces foi^th of the Danube to tlic Aate otf a 
Scythian wlldemcfs. 

' feas. 
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ftas, a ridge of mountains is confpicuous, thi c ^ -^"^^ 
centre, and perha{>s the fummit, of Afia; which, 
in the language of different nations, has beeil 
ftyled Imaus, and Caf^, iind Ahai, and the 
Golden Mountains, and the Girdle of the Earth. 
The fides of the hills were productive of minerals ; 
and the iron forges**, for the purpofe of war, 
were eiercifed by the Turks, the moft defpifedl 
portion of the flaves of the great khan of the 
Geougen. But their fervitude could only laft till 
a leader, bold and eloquent, fliould arife, to per- 
fuade his countrymen that the fame arms which 
they forged for their mafters, might become, iii' 
their own hands, the inilruments of freedom and 
vidory. They fallied from the mountain*'; a 
fceptre was the reward of his advice ; and the 

^t From Caf to Oaf } which a more rational geo^phy wotild Intrrprer* 
from Imausy perliaps, to mount Atlas. According to the religioas philo- 
fophy of the Mahometans, the bafis of mount Caf is an emerald, whofo 
reflediOD prodtiees the a2ure of the Oty, The mountaUi is endowed wjlh 
a feniicive a^ion in its^oots or nenres i and their vibration, at the 
commaod of God, is the caufe of earthquakes (D*Herbelot, p. 230, 
asi.). 

H The Siberian iron is the beft and moft plentiful in the world ; and in 
the ibuthern parts, above fixty mines are now worked by the induAry of 
the Ru(lkns (Smhlenberg, Hlft. of Siberia, p. 34Z. 3S7. Voyage en 
Siberie, par TAbb^ Chappe d*Auteroche, p. C03— 6oS* edit, in ismo. 
Amfterdam, 1770.). The Turks offered iron for iaie; yet the Romfin 
ambafladors, with ftrange obftinacy, perfifted in btlieYing that it was all a 
' trick, and that their country produced none (Menandcr in Excerpt* Leg* 
p. 15a). 

M Of Irgana-kon (Abulghazi Khan, Hift. Genealogique det Tatars, 
P. ii. c 5. p. 71-^7- c. 15. p. I $5-). The tradition of the Moguls, of the 
450 years which they paiTed in the mountains, agrees with the Chinefe 
periods of the hiAory of the Huns and Turks (De Guignes, torn. i. part ii. 
p. 376.), and Ihe tv^cnty generations, liem their rcftoration to Zingis. 

annual 



Digitized by 



Google 



2%6 THE DJECLINE AND FALL 

aanual ceremony, in which a piece of iron w9 

heated in the fire> and a fmith's hammer was Aic* 

ceffively handled by the prince and his ndi>Iet^ 

recorded for ages the humble profeifion and ra« 

tional pride of the Turkifh nation. Bertezena, 

their firft leader, fignalized their valour and his 

own in fuccefsful combats againft the neighbouring 

tribes } but when he preAimed to aik in marriage 

the daughter of the great khan, the infblent 

demand of a flave and a mechanic was contemp- 

tuoully rejedled. The difgrace was expiated by 

a more noble alliance with a princefs of China; 

and the decifive battle which almoft extirpated the 

nation of the Geougen, eftabliihed in Tartary the 

new and more powerful empire of the. Turks. 

They reigned over the north ; but they confeiTed 

the vanity of conqueft, by their faithful attach-* 

ment to the mountain of their fathers. The 

royal encampment feldom loft fight of mount 

Altai, from whence the river IrtiOi defcends to 

water the rich paftures of the Calmucks ^% which 

nouriih the largeil (heep and oxen in the world. 

The foil is fruitful, and the climate mild and 

temperate : the happy region was ignorant of 

earthquake and peftilence; the emperor's throne 

was turned towards the eafb, and a golden wolf 

on the top of a fpear feenied to guard the entrance 

of his tent. One of the fucceifors of Berte- 



»ft The country of the Turks, »ow of the Calmucks, !s well dcfcribci 
In the GenejiU}{ical Hiflory, p. 521— »56a. The curious notes of tbe 
FrencI) tranflaior arc enlarged and digcftcd in the fecond volume of the £n$- 
ti(h vcrfion. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRIL at 

zesa was tempted by the luxury and fuperfti* chap. 
tion of China ; but his defign of building cities 
and temples was defeated by the (imple wifdom of 
a Barbarian counfellor. " The Turks,'* he faid, 
'^ are not equal in number to one hundredth part 
*^ of the inhabitants of China. If we balance 
** thdr power, and elude their armies, it is becaufe 
^' we wander without any fixed habitations^ 
^^ in the exerdfe of war and hunting. Are wc 
'^ftrong? we advance and conquer: are we 
^^ feeble ? we retire and are concealed. Should 
^^ the Turks confine themfelves within the walls 
^^ of cities, the lofs of a battle would be the 
** deftrudion of their empire. The Bonzes preach 
'^ only patience, humility, and the renunciation 
*^ of the world. Such, O king ! is not the reli- 
** gioDL of heroes.** They entertained with lefs 
reiuflance, the doftrines of Zoroafter-, but the 
greateft part of the nation acquiefced, without 
inquiry, in the opinions, or rather in the pradice^ 
of their anceftors. The honours of facrifice were 
referved for the fuprenie deity j they acknowledged, 
in rude hymns, their obligations to the air, the 
fire^ the water, and the earth i and their priefts 
derived fome profit from the art of divination. 
Their unwritten laws were rigorous and impartial : 
theft was puniflied by a tenfold reditution : adul* 
tery, trealon, and murder, with death: and no. 
chaftifement could be inflicted too fevere for the 
rare and inexpiable guilt of cowardice. As the 
fubjeA nations marched under the ftandard of the 
Turks, their cavalry, both men and horfes, were 

proudly 



Digitized by 



Google 




m I'HE DECLINE AND F^ALL 

proudly computed by millions ; one of their cffcc* 
tive armies confifted of four hundred thoufand 
foldiers, and in lefe than fifty years they were con- 
befled in peace and war ^ith the Romans, the 
t^erfiahs, and the Chinefe. Iti their northern 
limits, foiiie veftige may be difcovered of the form 
ind fituation of Kamtchatka, of a people of hunt- 
ers and filhermen, whofe fledges were drawn by 
dogs, and whofe habitations were buried iii the 
earth. The Turks were Ignorant of aftronomy ; 
but the obfervation taken by fome learned Chinefe, 
with a gnomon of eight feet, fixes the royal camp 
in the latitude of forty-nine degrees, and marks 
their extreme progrefs within three, ot at leaft ten 
degrees, of the polar circle*'. Among their 
Touthern conqUefts^ thte moft fplendiJ was that of 
the Nepthalices or white Huns, a polite and war- 
like people, who poffefled the commercial cities 
of Bochara and Samarcand, who had vanquiQied 
the Perfian monarch, and carried their vidorious 
:irms along the banks, and perhaps to the mouth, 
of the Indus. On the fide of the weft, the Turkifli 
cavalry advanced to the lake Mzeotis. They pafled 
that like on the ice. The khan who dwelt at the foot 
of mount Altai, iflued his commands for the fiege of 
Bofphorus ", a city, the voluntary fubjeft of Rome« 
and whofe princes had formerly been the friends of 

»7 Vifdtlou, p. 14T. 15T. The faa, though It ftriaiy beJoogs to a 
ibbordinate and fucccflive tribe, may be introduced here. 

** Piocopius Perfic* 1. x. c. la. 1. ii. c. 3. Peyffonnel (ObftrratJocs 
for lei Fcuple5 BarbarcK, p. 99, 100.) defines the ditlAnce between Caffa aiai 
ibe old Sb(i>boru8 at xvl long Tartar Kagues. 

Athens. 
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Athens ••. To the iwft, the Turks invaded Chba» ^ J f^ ^• 
as often as the vigour of the government was re- v— *>y-w 
laxed : and t am taught to read in the hiftory of 
the rime$, that they mowed down their patient 
enemies like hemp or grars; and that the man- 
darins applauded the wifdom of an emperor who 
repulfed thefe Barbarians with golden lances. This 
extent of favage empire compelled the Turkilk 
monarch to eftabliih three fubordmate prmces oi 
his own blood, who foon forgot their gratitude and 
allegiance. ' The conquerors were enervated by 
luxury, which is always fatal except to an indtt£> 
trious people ; the policy of China folicited the van>- 
quifted nations to refume their independence ; and 
the power of the Turks was limited to a period of 
two hundred years. The revival of their name 
and dominion m the fouthern countries of Alia, are 
the events of a later age ; and the dynafties, which 
fucceeded to their native realms, may ileep in ob^* 
livion; fmce their hiftory bears no relation to 
the decline and fall of the Roman empire ^* 

In the rapid career of conqueft, the Turks at- The Avars 
tacked and fubdued the nation of the Ogors or fhe Turks, 
Varchonites on the banks of the river Til, which ""JJacrthe 



empire. 



*9 Sevy in a Memoir of M. de Boze (Mem. de TAcademie des Infcriptions, 
Mm. vi. p. S49"~'5^5*)t ^h* ancient kingi and medals of the Cimmerian 
Borphonis; and the gratitude of Athens, in tii?^ Oration of Demofthenet 
agMnft Lepdnet (in Rciike, Orator. Grqec torn. i. p. 466, 467.)- 

3^ For the origin and ftvoiutiona of the firA Turkiih empire, the Chlnefe 
detaib are borrowed from I>e Guignea (Hift. des Huns, torn. i. P. ti. 
P> 3^7^~46a.) and Vifdelou (Supplement a la Bibiiotheque Orient. d*Herbe. 
^f P« Sa — 1 14- )• The Greek or Roman hints are gathered in Menander 
(p. 108— X64 ) and Thcophylaft Simocatta (1. vii. c 7, S.). 

Vol. VIL U derived 
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CHAP, derived the epithet of black irom its datk wiitt 
^^"* or gloomy forcfts *'. The khan of the Ogors wa8 
flain \9ith three hundred thoofand of his fubjeds, 
and their bodies were Tcattered over the fpace of 
four days journey : thdr futviving countrymen ac- 
knowledged the ftrength and mercy of the Turks ; 
and a fmall portion, about twenty thoufand war- 
riors, preferred exile to fervitude. They followed 
the well*kno^ road of the Volga, cheriihed the 
error of the nations who confounded them with 
the Avars, and fproad the terror of that £dfe 
though famous appellation, which had not, how- 
ever, faved its lawAil proprietors from the yoke of 
the Turks *\ After a long and vidorious march, 
the new Avars arrived at the foot of mount Cau- 
<afus, m the country of the Alani" and Circaf- 
fians, where they firfl heard of the fplendour and 
weaknefs of the Roman empire. They humbly 
requefted their confederate, the prince of the 
Alani, to lead them to this fource of riches ; and 
their ambaflador^ with the permiifion of the go* 

)' TIic liver Ttl^ or Tub» according to the geosrephy of De Gulgiif^ 
(torn. i. part ii. p. Iviii. and 35iO» >* a fmall, though grateful flreamof 
thr defcrt, that faUs into the Orhon, Seliaga, &c« See Bett» Jmimej from 
Tetcriburgh to Pekin (voL ii. p. 114.) | yet his own defcription of the Keat, 
«!own whicli he (ailed into the Cby, reprefents the name and attsibutes of the 

hhick river (p. IJ9.)» 

31 TheophyUa, 1. Til c. 7, S. And yet hit trnt Atire »t inirifible eveo 
to the eyes of M. de Guigntt ) and what ctn be more illuftrioui than the 
J'u!i'f f The right of the fugitive Ogort to that national appelhition Is coo- 
itfPrd by the Turks themfeJvet (Menander, p. roS.)* 

31 The Alani are ilill found in the Genealogical Hlftory of the Tartars 
(p 6 1 7. )y and in d* Anville*t maps. They oppofed the march of the generiis 
of Zlngls round the Cafpian fea, and wen •verthrvwn ia a great battle 
(Hid. dc Ger^ifcany L iv. c. 9. p. 447-}* 

irernor 
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Vernor of Laztca, w^s tranrponed by the Euxine chap. 
fea to Conftantinople. The whole city was poured -^.-^^ 
forth to behold with curiofity and terror the afpe& 
of a ibange people ; their* lotig hair which hung 
in trefles down their backs, was gracefully bound 
with ribbons, but the red of their habit appeal*ed 
to imitate the falhion of the Huns. When they Thejrem- 
Vftte admitted to the audience of Juftinian, Can* conftan. 
dilb^ the firft of the ambaifadors, addrefled the a? assS. 
Homaii emperor in thefe terms : '^ You fee be* 
<^ fore you, O mighty prince, the reprefientatives 
*' of the ftrongelt and moft populous of nations, 
*^ the invincible, the irrefiiUble Avars. We are 
^ willing to devote ourfelves to your fervice: we 
*' are able to vanquifli and deftroy all the enemies 
" who now difiurb your repofe. But we exped, 
"^^ as the price of our alliance, as the reward of 
*^ our valour^ precious gifts, annual fubfidies, and 
'^ fruitful poflefQons.'^ At the time of this em- 
bafly, Juftinian had reigned above thirty, he had 
lived above feventy-five years : his mind, as well 
;is his body, was feeble and languid; and the 
conqueror of Africa and Italy, carelefs of the per- 
manent intereft of his people, afpired only to end 
his days m the bofom even of inglorious peace. 
In a fludied oration, he imparted to the fenate 
his refolution to difiemble the infult, and to pur- 
chafe the friendfliip of the Avars j and the whole ' 
fenate, like the mandarins of China, applauded 
the incomparable wifdom and forefight of their 
fovereign. The inftruments of luxury were im- 
mediately prepared to captivate the Barbarians; 
(liken garments, foft and fplendid beds, and chains 

U 2 and 
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c IT A p. and collars incrufted with gold. The ambafladbrf, 
*"'' content with fuch liberal reception, departed from 
Conftantinople, and Valentin , one of the emperor's 
guards, was fent with a fimilar character to their 
camp at the foot of mount Caucafus. As tbdr 
deftruftkm or their fuccefs mnfl: be alike adran^ 
tageoiis to the empire, he perfuaded them to in* 
vade the enemies of Rome ; and they were eafily 
tempted, by gifts and promiTes, to gratify thw 
ruling inclinations. Thefe fugiti\^es, who fled be- 
fore the Turkifh arms, pafled the Tanais and 
Boryilhenes, and boldly advanced into the heart of 
Poland and Germany, violating the law of nations, 
and abufing the rights of vifkory. Before ten years 
had elapfed, their camps were feated on the Da- 
nube and the Elbe, many Bulgarian and Sclavo- 
nian names Were obliterated from the earth, and 
the remainder of their tribes are found, as tribu- 
taries and vafials, under the flandard of the Avars. 
The chagan, the peculiar title of their kilig, fiill 
aSeded to cultivate the friendfliip of the emperor; 
and Juftinian entertained fome thoughts of fixing 
them in Pannonia to balance the prevailing power 
of the Lombards. But the virtue or treachery of 
an Avar betrayed the fecret enmity and ambitious 
deHgns of their countrymen; and they loudly 
complained of the timid, though jealous pdicy, 
of detaining their ambailadors, and denying the 
arms which they had been allowed to putcbafe kk 
the capital of the empire ^\ 

^4 The cmbadics and fiift conqucfts of the A van may be read ia Mcfiaa* 
4er (Excerpt. Legal, p. 99, 100, 10 r. 154, 1$$*)^ Theophanw (p; 196,% 
the Hiftoria Mifcella (L xvi. p. 109. )» an<l Gregory of Tonrt (I. iv. c. aj. 
«9. In Ihe Hirtoriansof France, tom. ii. p. 114.117.). 
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i 

' Per^i^ die apparent change in the difpofitions o h a p. 
of the emperors^ may be afcribed to the embafly ^^.-^.^w 
whjkrh i^as recdved from the conqaerors of the EmUaflie«of 
Avars '% The immenfe dutance which eluded andRo- 
their arms, could not extinguifli their refentment : "^^a!d. 
the Turkifli ambafladors purfued the footfteps of 569—58*- 
the vanquiflied to the Jaik, the Volga, mount 
Caucafiis, the Euxine, and Conftantinople, and at 
length appeared before the fucceflbr of Conftan- 
tine, to requeft that he would not efpoufe the 
cauiie of rebels and fugitives. Even commerce ' 
had fome (hve in this remarkable negotiation: 
and the Sogdoites, who were now the tributaries 
of the Turks, embraced the fair occadon of open* 
ing, by the north of the Cafpian^ a new road for 
the importation of Chinefe fiik into the Roman 
empire. The Perfian, who preferred the naviga- 
tion of Ceylon, had flopped the caravans of Bo- 
chara and Samarcand : their (ilk was contemptU'* 
Qufly burnt: fome Turkifli ambafladors died in 
Perfia, with a fufpicion of poifon ; and the great 
khan permitted his faithful vaffal Maniach, the 
prince of the Sogdoites, to propofe, at the By-* 
zantine court, a treaty of alliance againft their 
common enemies* Their fplendid apparel and 
rich prefents, the fruit of Oriental luxury, dif- 
cinguilhed Maniach and his colleagues, from the 
rude favages of the north: their letters, in the 
Scythian charafter and language, announced a 

U Theopii«net (Cbron. p. 104.) and the Hift. Mifcella (I. xvi. p. xio*)* 
M underAood by De Gui^nef (torn. i. part ii. p. s$40> ^t/^pear ro fpeak of a 
Turkifli embafly to JuftjnJan btmfelf ; but that of Mafitach, in the fourch 
jcar of hit fiicoelibr Jiiftin, is pofitivcly the tid that rt acbcd CanftantiAopIe 
(McDandcr^ p. icS.}* 
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c H^ A p, people who had attained the rudiments of fdence ^ : 
they enumerated the conquefts, they oflfered the 
iriendfiiip and military aid, of the Turks; and 
their fmcerity was attefted by direful imprecations 
(if they were guilty of falfehood) againft their 
own head, and the head ofDifabul their mailer. 
The Greek prince entertained with hofpitable re- 
gard the ^mbafladors of a remote and powerfiil 
inonarch : the fight of (ilk- worms and looms dif- 
;ippointed the hopes of the Sogdoites ; the emperor 
renounced, or feemed to renounce, the fugitive 
Avars, but he accepted the alliance of the Turks ; 
and the ratification of the treaty was carried by a 
Roman minifter to the foot of mount Altai. Un- 
der the fucceffors of Juftinian, the friendftiip of 
the two nations was^ cuhivated by frequent and 
cordial intcrcourfe j the moft favoured vaflals were 
permitted to imitate the example of the great 
khan, and one hundred and fix Turks, who, on 
various occafions, had vifited Conftantinople, de- 
parted at the fame time for their native country. 
The duration and length of the journey from the 
Byzantine court to mount Altai, are not fpecified : 
it might have been difficult to mark a road through 
the nanielefs deferts, the mountains,' rivers, and 
niorafles of Tartary ; but a curious siccoun't has 
been preferved of the reception of the Roman am- 

'5 The RufTunshave found charatf^crs, rude hieroglyphics, on the Irtlfll 
and Yenifei» on medals, tomhs, idois, rocks, ohelifks, Scc» (Strahlenbrr^j 
Hift. of Siberia, p. 3x4* 346. 406. 429. )> I^r* Hyde (de RcUsi«ne Ve« 
tc^fum Pcrfaru:!!, p 521, cVc.) lus given two alphabets of Thibet and of 
the Eygoursj. I have long harboiired a fufpicion that a/l the Scythian, and 
feme, perhaps much, of (be indon fcicnce, was c^rived trcm Hm Crtskt of 
Baftriana. . . 
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bafladors at the royal camp. After they had been crap. 
purified with fire and incenfe^ according to a rite 
iUlI pradifed under the fons of Zingis, they were 
introduced to the prefence of Difabul. In a val- 
ley of the Golden Mountain, they found the great 
khan in his tent, feated in a chair with wheels, to 
which an horfe might be occafionally harnefied^ 
As foon as they had delivered their prefents, which 
were received by the proper officers, they expofed^ 
in a florid oration, the wifhes of the Roman em- 
peror, that vidory might attend the anjis of the 
Turks, that their reign might be long and pro- 
fperous, and that a Arid alliance, without envy or 
deceit, might for ever be maintained between the 
two mod powerful nations of the earth. The an«. 
fwer of Difabul correfponded with thefe friendly 
profeffions, and the ambafladors were feated by his* 
fide, at a banquet which laded the greated part of 
the day : the tent was furrounded with filk hang-' 
ings, and a tartar liquor was ferved on the table^ 
which pofTefTed at lead the intoxicating qualities of 
wine« The entertainment of the fucceeding day 
was more fumptuous ; the filk hangings of the fe- 
cond tent were embroidered in varbus figures ; and 
the royal feat, the cups, and the vafes, were of gold, 
A third pavilion was fupported by columns of gilt 
wood ; a bed of pure and mafly gold was laifed on 
£Dur peacocks of the fame metal : and before the 
entrance of the tent, difhes, bafons, and ftatues of 
folid filver, and admirable art, were odentatioufly 
piled in waggons, the monuments of valour rather 
than of indudry. When Difabul led his armies 
9gsiinft tb^ froatiers of Perfta, bis Homw allies 
. • V4 f^^ 
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c H A r. Mhi^td many days the march of the Turkifii 
campt Qor were they difmifled till they bad enjoyed 
their precedency over the envoy of the great king, 
wbofe. loud and intemperate clamours interrupted 
die filence of the royal banquet. The power and 
ambition of Chofroes cemented the union of the 
Turks and Romans, who touched his dominions 
on either fide : but thofe diftant nations, regard* 
lets of each other, confulted the didates of intereft, 
without recollecting the obligations of oaths and 
treaties. While the fucceflbr of Di&bul celebrated 
hts father^s obfequies, he was faluted by the 
ambafiadors of the emperor Tiberius, who pro* 
pofed an invafion of Perfia, and fuftained with 
firmnefs, the angry, and perhaps the juft, re* 
proaches of that haughty Barbarian. ^< You fee my 
^ ten fingers," faid the great khan, and he applied 
diem to his «mouth« ^^ You Romans fpeak with 
^* as many tongues, but they are tongues of deceit 
« and perjury. To me you hold one hnguage, 
** to my fubje&s another ; and the nations are fuc* 
•* ceffively decluded by your perfidious eloquence. 
<^ You precipitate your allies into war and danger, 
<* you enjoy their labours, and you negied your 
^' bene&dors. Haften your return, inform your 
*^ mailer that a Turk is incapable of utter* 
•« ing or forgiving falfehood, and that he ihaU 
^ fpeedily meet the puniihment which he de- 
" ferves. While he iblidts my friendfliip with 
^^ flattering and hollow words, he is funk to a con* 
♦* federate of my fugidve Varchonites. If Icon- 
<* defcend to march againft thofe contempribie 
^ flavesi they will tremble at the found of oar 

•• whips J 
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^ vhip» ; they will be trampled, like a neft of c h a p« 
V antB, under die feet of my innumerable cavalry, v^„i>>^.^ 
<^ I am not ignorant of the road which they have 
^^ followed to invade your empire ; nor can I be 
^ deceived by the vain pretence, that mount Cau- ^ 

" cafus is the impregnable barrier of the Ro- 
<^ mans. I know the courfe of the Nielter, the 
<< Danube, and the Hebrus ; the mod warlike 
*' nations have yielded to the arms of the Turks; 
** and from the rifing to the fetting fun, the earth 
** is my. inheritance. •' Notwithftanding this me- 
nace, a fenfe of mutual - advantage foon renewed 
the alliance of the Turks and Romans : but the 
pride of the great khan furvived his refentment ; 
and when he announced an important conquefl: to 
bis friend the emperor Maurice, he ftyled himfelf 
the mailer of the feven races, and the lord of the 
feven climates of the world '^ 

Difputes have often arifen between the fove- stuteor 
reigns of Afia, for the title of king of the world ; ^* a^d. 
iwhile the conteft has proved that it could not s<»— 53<^ 
t)eIong to either of the competitors, llie kingdom 
of the Turks was bounded by the Oxus or Gihon ; 
and Tourari was feparated by that great river from 
the rival monarchy of Iran^ or Perfia, which^ in 
a fmalier compafs, contained perhaps a larger 
meafure of power and population. The Per- 
fians, who alternately invaded and repulfed the 
Turks and the Romans, were ftill ruled by the 



37 AU the details of thefe Tnrkidi and Roman embaflies, To carious la 
the hiftory of human manners, are drawn from the ExtraQs of Menander 
(p. io6~iio. 151— z 54. 161— 2 64.} 9 in which we often ;esre( the want 
4Dd^ «4cr and conne^Uoiii 
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CHAP.' houfe of Saflan, which afcended the throne three 
, bundred years before the acceffion of Juftiniaiu 
Hi3 contemporary, Cabades, orKobad, had been 
fuccefsful ni war againft the emperor Anaftafius : 
but the reign of that prince was diftrafted by civil 
and religious troubles. A prifoner in the hands of 
his fubje^s ; an exile among the enemies of Per- 
fia; he recovered his liberty by proftituting the 
bo&our of his wife, and regained his kingdom with 
the dangerous and mercenary aid of the Barbarians, 
who had flain his father. His nobles were fufpi* 
cious that Kobad never forgave the authors of his 
•expulfion, or even thofe of his reftoration. The 
peopte was deluded and inflamed by the fanaticifm 
of Mazdak^', who afferted the community of 
women '% and the equality of mankind, whiUl he 
appropriated the richeft lands and moft beautiful 
females to the ufe of his feAaries. The view of 
thefe diforders, which had been fomented by his 
laws and example^, embittered the declining age of 
the Perlian monarch ; and his fears were increafed 
by the confcioufnefs of his defign to reverfe the 
natural and cuftomary order of fucceffion, in 



9' See (THcrlxtot (Bibliot. Orknt. p. 56S. 9^9.) ; Hyde (de RcL'giooe 
Yet. PerfArym, c 21. p. 290, ^91); Pocock (Specimen Hift« Anb. p. 70^ 
71.); Eutydiius (Annal. toni. ii. p. 176.); Tcxeira (in Stevens, Hilb of 
'PcTfia, I. i. c 34). 

I9r The fame of the new hw for the commonity of women wm foon pr»> 
pa^ated in Syria ( A ITt man. Biblioc. Orient, torn. iii. p. 40a.) and Greece 
(Proccp. Tcrfic. 1. i. c. 5.}- 

40 He offertd liis own wife and fift<r to the prophet; but tht pnyencf 
Kofh.rvan fa?ed his moihei^ and the indignant monarch never (oi;pvc tU 
liumiliation to which hi« filial pUty had (looped: pedes tuqis d^fcuUtus 
{faid he to Mazdak), c'ujuk '«cior adhuc narcs occupat (Tocock^ Specimen 
Hkli. Arab.p.;i.). 
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ftivour of his third and moft favoured fon, fo fa- chap/ 



mous under the names of Chofroes and Niifhirvan. 
To render the youth more illuftrious in the cyei 
of the nations, Kobad was defiroqs that be fliould 
be adopted by the emperor Juftin : the hope of 
peace inclined the Byzantine court to accept this 
lingular propofal ; and Chofroes might have ac** 
quired a fpecious claim to the inheritance of his 
Roman parent. But the future mifchief was 
diverted by the advice of the quacftor Proclus : a 
difficuhy was ftarted, whether the adoption ihould 
be performed as a civil or military rite*'j the 
treaty was abruptly diflfolved ; and the fenfe of this 
indignity funk deep into the mirfd of Chofroes, 
who had already advanced to the Tigris on his 
road to Conftantinople. His father did not long 
fuVvive the difappointment of his wiihes : the tefta* 
ment of their deceafed fovereign was read in the 
aflembly of the nobles j and a powerful faction, 
prepared for the event, and regardlefs of the pri- 
ority of age, exalted Chofroes to the throne of 
Perfia. He filled that throne durmg a profperous 
period of forty-eight years** j and the justice of 
^ ' Nufliir^ 

4' Procopius, Pcrfic. I i. c. ti. Was not Proclus over-wife ? Wasnoc 
the danger imaginary ?— >The excufr, at lead, was injurious to a nation not 
ignorant of letters : a yfa^^JMirk ^ €»fC»f(U rm vwicc^ iroitHneu oAX' 
tmXuf axtvri. Whether any nwdc of adoption was pradlifed in Pcrfia^ t 
much doubt. 

4> From Procopius and Agathias/Pagi (torn. ii. p. 543. £16.) has pror^ 
tliat Chofroes Nuftiirvan afcendcd the throne in the vth year of Juftinian 
(A. D. 53 Ty April I— A. D. 531^ April 1.). But the true cbrqpology« 
vhich harmonises with the Creeks and Orientals^ i& afeertained by Johii 
MabU (tom.ii. 2ii.)<^^abades, or Kobady after a reign of forty. thre^ 
ycar» a^d twq mooths^ckcned the Stb^ aod died the 13U1 oC September, 

A.P* 
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CRAP* Nu^rvan is cekbrt ted as the theme of immortal 
^....^v-..^ praif^s hy the natiow of the Ead. 
ReiMi of Bm ih^ juftice of kings is underftood by them* 
orChoTroet, felve^, aoQ eTeu by tbeir lubjeas, with an a^ipie 
53>'^579- v^dulg^nce for the gratification of paifion and ipte- 
reftp The virtue of Chofroes was that of a coi^- 
qu«ror» ^i^bo, in the meafares of peace and war, 
is excited by aipbition and reftrained by prucfence ; 
^ho confounds the greatnefs with the happinefs of 
a nation, and calmly devotes the lives of thou- 
fmci^ to the fame, or even the amufementy of a 
(ingle maq. In his domeftic adminiftration, the 
juft Nufliirvan would merit, in our feelings, the 
appcUatiofi of a tyrant. His two dder brothers 
bad been deprived of their fair expectations of the 
diadem : their future life, between the fupreme 
rank atvi the condition of fubjedts, was anxious to 
themfelves and formidable to their matter : fear as 
well as revenge might tempt them to rebel ; the 
flighted evidence of a confpiracy fatisfied the 
author of their M^Tongs ; and the repofe of Chc^oes 
was fecured by the death of thefe unhappy princes, 
with their families and adherents. One guililefs 
youth was faved and difmiiTed by the compafSon 
of a veteran general ; and this ad of humanity, 
whi<:b was revealed by his fon, overbalanced the 
merit of reducing twelve nations to the obedience 
of Perfia. The zeal and prudence of Mebodes 
had fixed the diadem on the head of Chofroes 
bimfdf i but he delayed to attend the royal fum- 

A. D. 53T, iged eighty "two yetrs. According to the aimals of Etttjch;o5, 
Kuihirvaji reigned fortyfeyen yean and fix modtbf) and his death jnoik 
conreqaentiy be placed In March A. D. 579, % 
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rhwtf till he had petfonned the duties of a mili* 
tary fcview : he was inftantly commanded to 
tq)air to the iron tripod, which flood before the 
gate of the palace ^% where it was death to relieve 
or approach the vidith ; and Mebodes lan- 
guished feverat days btfdre his fentence was pro- 
nounced, by the inflexible pride and calm ingrati- 
tude of the fon of Kobad. But the people, mor6 
cTpecially in the Eaft^ is dilpofed to forgive, and 
even to applaud, the ctuelty which ftHkes at the 
loftieft heads; at the flaves of ambition, whofe 
voiuntiry choice has e^cpofed them to live in the 
imiles, and to periQi by the frown, of a capriciooA 
monarch, in the execution of the laws which he had 
no temptation to violate; in the punifhment of 
(crimes which attacked his own dignity, as well ai 
the happinefs of individuak ; Nuihirvan^ or Chof* 
roes, deferved the ^ppfeUadon of ju/F. His go- 
vernment was firm, rigoi^us, and impaftiaL It 
was the firft labour of bis reign to abolifh the dan- 
gerous theory of common or equal poiTeffions ; the 
lands and women which the fefltaries of Mazdak 
had ufurped, were reftored to their lawful owners ; 
and the temperate chaftifement of the fanaucs or 
impoilors confirmed the domeftic rights of fociety. 
Inftead of Uftening with blind confidence to a 
favourite minifter, he eftabliflied four viziers over 
thft four great provinces of his empire, AiTyria, 
Media, Perfia, and Baftriana* In the choice of 



4% Hmeoplusp PcrfSc hi. c.%%, Mflbn de Regn. Ptrf. p. 494. Tbt 
^te of the palace of Ifpahaii if » or was^ the fkul icvne of dUgracc or death 
(Chardin, Voyage en Fcrfe, torn. iv. p* }t2» si]*)* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, jttdges, prsfeAsy and counfellors, he ftrove W 
remove the ma(k which is always worn in the pre* 
ience of kings : he wiihed to fubftitute the natural 
order of talents for the accidental diftindions of 
birth and fortune j he profefled, in fpecious lan^ 
gnage, his intention to prefer thofe men who car* 
ried the poor in their bofoms, and to bantfli cor* 
Tuption from the feat of Juftice, as dogs were ex^ 
eluded from the temples of the Magi. The code 
of laws of the firft Artaxerxes was revived and 
publiihed as the rule of the magiftrates ; but the 
aflurance of fpeedy punifliment was the beft fecurity 
of their virtue. Their behaviour was infpeded 
by a thoufand eyes, their words were overheard by 
a thoufand ears, the fecret or public agents of the 
throne ; and the provinces, from the Indian to the 
Arabian confines, were enlightened by the fre« 
quent vifits of a fovereign, who aflfeAed to emu* 
late his celeftial brother in his rapid and lalutary 
career. Education and agriculture he viewed as 
the two objedls moft deferving of his care. In 
evei^ city of Perfia, orphans and the children of 
the poor were maintained and inftru&ed at the 
public expence ; the daughters were given in mar« 
riage to the richeft citizens of their own rank, 
and the fens, according to their different talents, 
were employed in mechanic trades, or promoted 
to more honourable fervice. The deferted villages 
i\'ere relieved by his bounty ; to the peafants and 
farmers who were found incapable of cultivating 
iheir lands, he diftributed <:attle, feed, and the 
inftruments of hufbandry ; and the rare and mefti* 
mable treafure of freOi water was pvfimonioofiy 

13 maqaged, 
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maiiaged, and fldlfully difperfed Qter the arid te«fc « ^'^- 
tory of Pcrfia^*. The profperity of that kingdom ^.^^'-^^^ 
wa3 the effed and the evidence of his virtues : his 
vices are thofe of Oriental defpotifm; but in the 
long competition between Chofroes and Juftinian^ 
the advantage both of merit and fortune is almofl: 
aflways on the fide of the Barbarian ^\ 

To the praifc of juftice Nufliirvan united the ?JL^^ 
reputation of knowledge ; and the feven Gred^ 
phibfophers, who viiited his court, were invited 
and deceived by the ftrange aflurance, that a difci* 
pie of Plato was feated on the Perfian throne. Did 
they exped that a prince, ftrenuoufly exerciied in 
the toils of war and government, fhould agitate^ 
with dexterity like their own, the abftrufe and pro- 
found queftions which amufed the leifure of the 
fchools of Athens ? Could they hope that the pre-' 
cepts of philofophy ihould dired the life, and con« 
trol the paffions, of a defpot, whofe infancy had 
been taught to confider his abfolute and fluftuating 

, 44 Tn Perfia, the prince of the waters Is an officer of Aate. The number 
of weUs and fubterrantous channels Is much diminifhedy and with it the 
ftitility of the foil : 400 wells have been recently loft near Tauris, and 
<t,ooo were once reckoned in the province of Khorafan (Chardln. tom« uU 
!>• 99| 100. Ta vernier, torn. i. p. 416 ). 

45 The charaf^er and government of Nufliirvan 15 reprefcnted fometimet 
in the words of d'Hcrbeloc (Bibliot. Orient, p. 6Soy &c« from KhoAdemir)^ 
Eut/cblns Annal. com. ii- p* 179, 180. -^ very rich), Abulpharagint 
(Dyn|ll. vii. p. 94, 95 — very poor)^ tarikh Schikard (p. 144— rso.)^ 
Texeira (in Stevens, 1. 1. c« %$,), Affeman (Bibliot. Orient, tom. iii. p. 404 
•-410.), and the Abbe Fourmont (Hi/t de TAcad. des lnfcri|ttioiis, tom. yu. 
p. 325— 334- )» ^'^^ ^s tranfljted a fpwious or geouise teftament di 
Nolhlrvan. 
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CHAP, win as the only rule of moral obligatioa^ ? Tht 
ftudiea of Chofroes were oftentalious and fuperficial : 
but his example awakened the curiofity of an ing^ 
nious people, and the light of fdence wat^diffofed 
over the dominions of Perfia^^ At Gondi Sapor, 
in the neighbourhood of the royal dry of Suia, an 
academy of phyfic was founded, which infeofibly 
became a liberal fchool of poetry, philofopby, and 
rhetoric^'. The annals of the mon^chy^ were 
compofed ; and while recent and authentic Uftory 
ought aflFord fome ufeful leiTons both to the pruice 
and people, the darknels of the firft ages was em* 
belliflied by the giants, the dragons, and the imbu* 
bus heroes of Oriental romance '^ Every learacd 

4^ A tfiowfind yoiri before hit biftti, the jodges of Perils hftd fltcfi ft 
fbkmn opinion— m Ba^iXiuoyn Xlf^a^ i|»iflu vrontn t« «c» BovXurw 
(Herodot. 1. iii. C3I. p. 210. edit. WcfTeliog.). Kor bad tills conAltq. 
tionAl !naxim heeti negleAed at an afelei* and bafren theory* 

4fr On tht litfrrary ftat« of Pcrflai tht Ofeclt vcrfions, phUoibplmt* 
frpiiiftt^ the learning or ifnorance of Chofroes, Agathias (I ii« c. 66— 7 1^ 
dirplays much information and ftrong prejudices. 

4S Afleman. BIbliot. Orient, tom. iv. p. necXLT. vL vii« 

49 The SItah Nameh, or book of Kings» is perhaps the original record 
«f hiftoiy which was tranflvted into Greek by the interpreter Sergios 
(Agatbjas, 1. v. p. 141* )» prefervcd after the Mahomeun con)tieft» and 
vcrfjficd in the year 994, by the national poet FcrdouiH. See d'Anquctii 
(Mem. de TAcadcmie^ torn. xxzl. p. y^']» and Sir William Junes (Hifl. 
bf Nader Shah, p. )gt.)» 

so In the fifth century, the name of Reftoin> or Roftam, an hero who 
equalled the ilrengthof twelve eiepUants» was familiar to the Armenian* 
(Mofes Chorenenfi*, Hift. Armea i.ii. c« 7. p. 96. edit. Whifton]. In 
xht begihnjng of the feventh, the Petfian romance of Rodam and Jsfccdttr 
was apphnided at Mecca (Salens Koran> c. xxxi. p. 335.}* Vet this expo- 
fition oif ludicrum novc hidoris, is not given by Maracci (Refutat. Alcoroa. 
P- 544— i4«)- 

2 or 
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or confident ftranger was enriched by the bounty, chap. 
and flattered^ by the converfation, of the monarch : 
he nobly rewarded a Greek phylician *', by the de^ 
liverance of three thoufand captives; and th^ 
fophifts who contended for his iavonr, were ex* 
aiperated by the wealth and infolence of Uranias^ 
thdr more fuccefsful rival. Nufliirvan believed, 
or 21 lead refpefted, the religion of the Magi ; and 
fome traces of perfecution may be difcovered in 
his reign '^ Yet he allowed himfelf freely to com- 
pare the tenets of the various fefts ; and the theo- 
logical difputes in which he frequently prefided, 
diminiflied the .authority of the prieft, and en- 
lightened the minds of the people. At his com« 
mand, the moft celebrated writers of Greece and, 
India were tranflated into the Perfian language ; a 
fmooth and elegant idiom, recommended by Ma- 
homet to the ufe of paradife : though it is branded 
with the epithets of favage and unmufical, by the 
ignorance and prefumption of Agathias". Yet 
the Greek hiftorian might reafonabl/ wonder, that 
it (hould be foupd pollible to execute an entire 

5» Procop. Goih. 1. iv. c, lo. Kobad had a favourite Greek phyfician^ 
Stephen of Edefla (Perfic. I. ii. c. 26.). The practice was aociept ; and 
Herodotus relates the adventures of Dcmccedes of Crotona (I. iii. c. 125-^ 

137O. 

S* See Pagi, tom. li. p. 6ft6i In one of the treaties an honourable article 
was infcrted for ihc toleration ai>d burial of the Catholics (Menander, in 
Excerpt. Legat. p. 14a.) Nufliizad, a fon of Nulhirvan, was a Cbriftian, 
a re'- el, and— a martyr? (D'HubcJot, p, 6S|.) 

51 On thcr Pcrfian language, and its three dialers, confult d'An^netil 
(P- 339-3430 «nd Jones (p. 153— «S5.) : ayp«^ rm y>iur\n nm aft^' 
otrrobTw,' is the charader which Agathias (K ii. p. 66.) afcribettuan idipm 
renowned in the Eaft for poetical foftnefs* 

Vol. VII. X verfion 
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CHAP, Ycrfion of Plato and Ariftoilc in a foreign dlakd^ 
which had not been framed to exprefs the fpirit oi 
freedom and the fubtleties of philofophic difquifi' 
tion. ' Andy if the reafon of the Stagyrite might 
be equally dark, or equ^ly intelligible in every 
tongue^ the dramatic art and verbal argumentation 
of the difciple of Socrates *% appear to be indit 
folubly mingled with the grace and perfedion of 
bis Attic ftyle. In the fearch of univerfal know- 
ledge, Nuihirvan was informed, that the moral 
and political fables of Fiipay, an ancient Brachman, 
were preferved ^with Jealous reverence, among the 
treafures of the kingis of India. The phyfician 
iPerozes was fecretly difpatehed to the banks of the 
Ganges, with iaftruftions taprocurc^at any price, 
'the communication of this* valuable work. His 
dexterity obtained a tranfcript, his learned dili« 
gence accomplifhed the tranilation ; and the fables 
of Pilpay ^* were read and admired in the aflfembly 
. of Nufliirvan and his nobles. The Indian original, 
and the Perf^^n copy, have long fince difappear« 
cd : but this venerable monument has been fkved 



54 Agathias fpc cifies die Gor^jas, Phatdon, Panneni<)es, and Tinueos. 
K^ruodoc (FAbricius, BibUot. Gr«c. toiti. 3ui. p. 146— a6i.] does not men* 
t;on this Barbaric verfiorv of Ariflotle. 

?y of chefe taMe^, I have feen three coplei in three different IftDgtxaget : 
I, In Gr.ciy trar.iI.Ktd by Simeon Seth (A. D. ijoo).rrom the Arabic, and 
publin\cd by Starck at F.trJin in 1697^ in ismo. a. In Latin, a vertion from 
ihi- Greek, Snpknii:* iRdorum, infcrtcd by Perc Pouflin st thecndofliis 
tdiilonof P.^hymer (p. 547*-.620. edit. Roman). 3. In Freml>, from tiie 
Tiukift), dedicated, in 1540, to Sultan SoUman. Contes et Fables Indienoei 
dc Bidpai et de Lokman, par M. M. GaUand ei CaidoAne, Paris, 1778. 
3 voJs. in itmo. Mr. Wharton (Hiftory of Englilh Poetry, vol i. g. 1*9— 
131,} uRts a latter icope. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 307 

by the curiofity of the Arabian caliphs, revived in chap. 
the modern Perfic, the Turkifc, the Syriac, the ^;^.-w 
Hebrew, and the Greek idioms, and transfufed 
through fucceffive verfions into the modern lan- 
guages of Europe. In their prefent form, the 
peculiar charafter, the manners and religion of the 
Hindoos, are completely obliterated ; and the in^ 
trinfic merit of the fables of Pilpay is fer inferior ' 
tx) the concife elegance of Phsedrus and the native 
graces of La Fontaine. Fifteen moral and political 
fentences are illuftrated in a feries of apologues : 
but the compofition is intricate, the narrative pro- 
lix, and the precept obvious and barren. Yet the 
Brachman may aflume the merit of inventing a 
pleafing fifltion, which adorns the nakcdnefs of 
truth, and alleviates, perhaps, to a royal ear, the 
harfhnefs of inftruftion. With a (imilar defign, to 
admonifli kings that they are ftrong only in the 
ftrength of their fubjefts, the fame Indians invented 
the game of chefs, which was likewife introduced 
into Perfia under the reign of Nufliirvan ^^ 

The fon of Kobad found his kingdom involved Peace and 
in a war with the fucceflbr of Conftantine ; and the ^^t'lTo!'' 
anxiety of his domeftic fituation inclined him ^^^^'^ 
to grant the fu^penfion of arms, which Juftinian 533—S39- 
was impatient to purchafe. Chofroes faw the Ro- 
man ambafladors at his feet. He accepted eleven 
thoufand pounds of gold, as the price of an end* 
lefs or indefinite peace " j fome mutual exchanges 

were 

f< See the Hiftoria Slahiludii of Dr. Hyde (Syntagm. Differ tit. torn. ii» 

$7 The endleft peace (Procopius, Perfic. 1. i. c. 2T.) was concluded or 
rttified* in die vith year, and Hid conjulfhip of Juilinian (A. D. 533, 

X » beiwetn 
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CRAP, were regubted ; the Perfian aflfumed the guard of 
^^^^* the gates of Caucafus, and the demolition of Dara 
was fufpended, on condition that it ihould never 
be made the refidence of the general of the Eaft. 
This interval of repofe had been folicited, and was 
diligently improved by the ambition of the emperor : 
his African conquefts were the firft fruits of the 
Perfian treaty ; and the avarice of Chofroes was 
foothed by a large portion of the fpoils of Carthage^ 
which his ambaifadors required in a tone of plea* 
fantry, and under the colour of friendfhip "• But 
the trophies of Belifarius difturbed the flumbers 
of the great king ; and he heard with a(loniihment» 
envy, and fear, that Sicily, Italy, and Rome itfelf, 
had been reduced, in three rapid capipsugns, to the 
obedience of Judinian. Unpraftifed in the art of 
violating treaties, he fecretly excited his bold and 
fubtle vaiTal Almondar. That prince of the Sara- 
cens, who refided at Hira '', had not been included 
in the general peace, and ftill waged an obfcure war 
againfl his rival Arethas, the chief of the tribe of 
GaiTan, and confederate of the empire. The fub- 
jeft of their difpute was an extenfive iheep-walk in 
the dcfert to the fouth of Palmyra. An immemo- 
rial tribute for the licence of pafture, appeared to 



between January i, and April i. Pagi, toni. li. f>. SjA.)- MirceIKnttf> 
in hii Chromclc, ufes tlie ft>ie of Medca and Pcifians. 

5« Procopius, Ptrfic. 1. i. c 26. 

?9 Almontbr, king of Hira, was dcpofcd by Kobad, and rcftored by 
Nufhirv^n. His mother, from lief twauty, wm {urMtned Of i^Hal ff^ster, 
•n appcilaiioo which became hercdiury, and wai extended for a more noble 
caufe (libcraiity in famine) to the Arab priiicct of Syria (Pocock, Speciiiita 
Hift« Arab. p. 69, 70.). 

o alteft 
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atteft the rights of Almondar, while the Gaflaiute c h a f. 
appealed to the Latin name of ftrata, a paved road^ *^"' 
as an unqueftionable evidence of the fovereignty 
and labours of the jRomans *\ The two monarchs 
fupported the caufe of their refpeAive vaflals ; and 
the Perfian Arab, without expelling the event 
of a flow and doubtful arbitration, enriched his fly- 
ing camp with the fpoil and captives of Syria. In« 
(lead of repelling the arms, Juftinian attempted 
to feduce the fidelity, of Almondar, while he called 
from the extremities of the earth, the nations of 
Ethiopia and Scythia to invade the dominions of 
his rival. But the aid of fuch allies was diftant 
and precarious, and the difcovery of this hoftile cor^ 
refpondence juftified the complaints of the GothSi 
and Armenians, who implored, almoft at the fame , 
time, the protedlion of Chofroes. The defcendantg 
of Arfaces, who were ftill numerous in Armenia,^ 
had been provoked to aflert the laft relics of nar 
tional freedom and hereditary rank ; and the am- 
baffadors of Vitiges had fecretly traverfed the em- 
pire to expofe the inftant, and almoft inevitable, 
danger of the kingdom of Italy. Their reprefent* 
ations were uniform, weighty, and effeftual. 
•' We ftand before your throne, the advocates of 
" your intereft as well as of our own. The 
^^ ambitious and faithlefs Juftinian afpires to be 
^< the fole mafter of the world. Since the endleft 

^ Procopiai, Pcrfic Mi. c. i. Wc arc ignorant of the '^orism and ob- 
Jed of this Jfrata, a paved road of ten days* journey from Auranitis to 
Babylonia. (See a Latin note in Delifle*s Map Imp. Orient.) Wcfleling and 
d* AnviUe are A^nt. 

X 3 " peace, 
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c HA p, « peace, which betrayed the Gommon freedom of 
'^ ** mankind, that prince, your ally in words, your 
•* enemy in aftions, has alilce infulted his friends 
" and foes, and has filled the earth with blood and 
" confufion. Has he not violated the privileges 
*' of Armenia, the independence of Colchos, and 
•* the wild liberty of the Tzanian mountains ? Has 
^ he not ufurped, with equal avidity, the city of 
^^ Bofphorus on the frozen Mseotus, and the vak 
" of palm-trees on the fhores of the Red Sea ? The 
** Moors, the Vandals, the Goths, have been 
*• fucceflively opprefled, and each nation has calmly 
•* remained the fpedator of their neighbour's ruin. 
•* Embrace, O king! the favourable moment; 
" the Eaft h left without defence, while the ar- 
<* mies of Juftinian and his renowned general are 
•* detained in the diftant regions of the Weft* 
" If you hefitate and delay, Belifarius and his 
•* viftorious troops will foon return from the Tiber 
*' to the Tigris, and Perfia may enjoy the wretched 
" confolation of being the laft devoured *'•'* By 
fuch arguments, Chofroes was eafily perfuaded to 
imitate the example which he condemned ; but the 
Perfian, ambitious of military fame, difdained the 
inaftive warfare of a rival, who iffued his fen- 
guingry commands from the fecure ftation of the 
Byzantine palace. . 

6i I have blended, in a fhort fpeceh, the two orations of the Arfi^cidcs of 
Armenia and the Gothic ambafTadors. Procopius, in lus public IiiAory, 
UcU, and makes ui feelj tiat JuAipian wa^ the true author of the war 
(Pcrfic. 1. ii. c. 2, 3«}* 

Whatever 
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Whatever might be the provocafions of Chof- chap. 
toes, he abufed the confidence of treaties ; and the y^^.^L^ 
juft reproaches of diiEmulation and falfehood conld H*.»nv»<i« 
only be concealed by the luftre of his vi^ofie8*% a. 0*540. 
The Perlian army, which had been aflembled in 
the plains of Babylon, prudently declined the ftrong 
cities of Mefopotamia, and followed the weftem 
bank of the Euphrates, trll the fmall though ^epu« 
Jous town of Dura presumed to arrefl: the progreft 
of the great king* The-gates of Dura, by treachery 
and furprife, were burft open ; ^d as foon as Ghof^i 
roes had ftained his fcymiter with the Mood of th6 
inhabitants, he difmifled the amba(iador of Jufti- 
nian to inform his mafter in what place he had left 
the enemy of the Romans, The conqueror ftitt 
afieded the praife of humanity and judice; and 
as he beheld a noble matron with her infant rudely 
dragged along the ground, he fighed, he wept, and 
implored the divine juftice to puniSi the author 
of thefe calamities. Yet the herd of twelve thoufand 
captives was ranfomed for two hundred pounds of 
gold; the neighbouring bifliop of Sergiopiis 
pledged his faith for the payment ; and in the fub- 
fequent year the unfeeling avarice of Chofroes ex- 
acted the penalty of an obligation which it was 
generous to contrafl: and impoffible to difcharge. 
He advanced mto the heart of Syria } but a feeble 

.<» The inv^on qf Syiria» the nam <tf Anciochy See. «re related in a foU and 
regular ferics by Procopios (Perfic. 1. Ji. c 5—14-)- Small collateral aid 
can be drawn from the Orientals : yet not they, but D*Herbelot himrelf 
(p. etc), fhould fajttfliy when he blanws thtai/ for making J\iftiiii«n and 
Nalhirvan contemporaries. On the geography of the feat of war, p*Apvi^U5 
{rEuphrate ct Je TIgre) is Sufficient and fatisfadory. 

5:4 cMmjr, 
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CHAP, enemy^ who vanilhed at his approach, cliiippoiAted 
v-^iL^ him of the honour of yiftory ; aod as he could 
Hot hope to edabliih his domimon) the Perfian 
king difplayed in this inroad the mean and rapa^ 
cious vices of a robber. Hierapolis, Berrhaca or 
Aleppo, Apamea and Chalcis, were fucceffively be- 
j^ged ; they redeemed their fafety by a ranfom of 
gold or filver, proportioned to their refpedive 
ftr^gth and opulence ; and their new mailer en^i 
forced, without obferving, the terms of ca{»tu» 
lation. Ilducated in the religion of the Magi, he 
^ercifed without remorfe the lucrative trade of 
f^crilege ; and, after dripping of its gold and gems, 
a piece of the true crofs, he generoufly reftored the 
naked relict to the deyotion of the Chriftians of 
9nd ru'mt Apamea. No more than fourteen years had elapfed 
Antioch. gjj^^ Antioch was ruined by an earthquake ; but 
the queen of the £a(l, the«new Tbeopolis, had 
been raifed from the ground by the liberality of 
Juifioian ; and the increafing greatnefs of the builds 
ings and the people already erafed the memory of 
this recent difafter. On ope fide, the city was de- 
fended by the mountaip, on the other by the river 
Qrontes ; but the mod acpeffible part was com-t 
manded by a fuperior eminence : the proper reme- 
dies were rejefted, from the defpicable fear of dif^ 
covering its weaknefs to the enemy; and Germanus, 
the emperor's nephew, refufed to truft his perfon 
and dignity within the walls of a befieged city. 
f he people of Antioch had inherited the vain and 
fatirical genius of their anceftors : they were elated 
\>y a fudden reinforcement of fix thoufand fpldiers } 

they 
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they dUchmed the ofFers of an eafy capitulation; c hap. 
and their intemperate clamours infulted from the 
rampart^ the majefty of the great king. Under 
his eye the Perfian myriads mounted with fcaling* 
ladders to the aflault ; the Roman mercenaries fled 
through the oppofite gate of Daphne; and the 
generous refiftance of the youth of Antioch ferved 
only to aggravate the miferies of their country. 
As Chofroes, attended by the ambafladors of Jbfti- 
nian, was defcending from the mountain, he affed- 
edy in a plaintive voice, to deplore the obftinacy 
and ruin of that unhappy people ; but the {laughter 
(lill raged with unrelenting fury ; and the city, at 
the command of a Barbarian, was delivered to the 
flames. The cathedral of Antioch was indeed pre* 
ferved by the avarice, not the piety, of the conqueror: 
a mpre honourable exemption was granted to the 
church of St. Julian, and the quarter bf the town 
where the ambafiadors refided ; fome diftant ftreets 
were faved by the flxifting of the wind, and the 
walls ftill fublifted to protect, and foon to betray, 
their new inhabitants. Fanaticifm had defaced the 
ornaments of Daphne, but Chofroes breathed a 
purer air amidft her groves and fountains; and 
fome idolaters in his train might facrifice with 
impunity to the nymphs of that elegant retreat. 
Eighteen miles below Antioch, the river Orontes 
falls into the Mediterranean. The haughty Per- 
fian vi(ited the term of his conqueils : and after 
bathing alone in the fea, he ofiered a folemn facri- 
flce of thankfgiving to^he fun, or rather to the 
creator of the fun, whom the IV^agi adored. Ifthis 

aft 



Digitized by 



Google 



314 THE DECI^INE AND FALL 

CHAP, ad of fuperftition offended the prejudices of the 
Syrians, they were pleafed by the courteous and 
i^ven eager attention with which be affifted at the 
games of the circus ; and as Cbofroes had beard 
that the blue fadion was efpoufed by the emperor, 
bis peremptory command fecured the vidory of the 
green charioteer. From the difcipline of his catnp 
the people derrved more folid confolation ; and they 
interceded in v^n for the life of a foldier who had 
too faithfully copied the rapine of the juft Nufhir- 
van. At length, fatigued, though unfatiated, with 
the fpoil of Syria, he flowjy moved to the Euphrates, 
formed a temporary bridge in the neighbourhood 
of Barbaliflus, and defined the fpace of three days 
for the entire paflage of his numerous hoft. After 
bis return, he founded, at the diftance of one day's 
journey from the palace of Ctefipbon, a new city, 
which perpetuated the joint names of Choffoes and 
of Antioch, The Syrian captives recognifed the 
form and fituation of their native abodes : baths 
and a (lately circps were conflruded for their ufc j 
and a colony of muficians and charioteers revived 
in Aflyria the pleafures of a Greek capital. By 
the munificence of the royal founder, a liberal 
allowance was afligned to thefe fortunate exiles; 
and they enjoyed the Angular privilege of beftow^ 
ing freedom on the flaves whom they acknow. 
ledged as their kinfmen. Paleftine, and tHe holy 
wealth of Jerufalera, were the next objeds that 
attraOied the ambition, or rather the avarice, of 
Chofroes* Conftantinople, and the palace of the 
Ccefar$9 no longer appeared impregnable or 

remote ; 
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remote ; and his afpiring fancy already covered Afia chap. 
Minor with the troops, and the Black Sea with the '^-,-^ 
navies, of Perfia. 

Thefe hopes might have been reah'zed, if the ^^^^^^ 
conqueror of Italy had not been feafonably recalled BeUftrius, 
to the defence of the Eaft^ While Chofroea ^'^'S**- 
purfued his ambitious defigns on the coaft of the 
Euxine, Belifarius, at the head of an army without 
pay or difcipline, encamped beyond the Euphrates, 
within fix miles of Nifibis. He meditated, by 91 
ikilful operation, to draw the Perfians from their 
impregnable citadel, and improving his advantage 
in the fteld, either to intercept their retreat, or 
perhaps to enter the gates with the flying Barba* 
rians. He advanced one day's journey on the ter- 
ritories of Perfia, reduced the fortrefs of Silau- 
rane, and fent the governor, with eight hundred 
chofen horfemen, to ferve the emperor in his Ita- 
lian wars« He detached Arethas and his Arabs, 
fupported by twelve hundred Romans, to pafs the 
Tigris, and to ravage the harvefts of Affyria, a 
fruitful province, long exempt from the calamities 
of war. But the plans of Belifarius were difcon- 
certed by the untraftable fpirit of Arethas, who 
neither returned to the camp, nor fent any intelli- 
gence of his motions. The Roman general was 
fixed in anxious expe&ation to the fame fpot ; the 
time of adion elapfed, the ardent fun of Mefopo- 
tamia inflamed with fevers the blood of his £uro- 

6i In the public htilory of Procopius (Periic. 1. li. c. t6. iS, jg, ao» xi . 
«4, 25, 269 27, aS.) i and, with fomc flight exceptions, we may rcafon^ibly 
fluit our ears againil the malevolent whifper of the Anecdotes (c. 2, 3* with 
the NotcS| as ufual, of Akmannus.). 

2 ' pean. 
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CHAP, pcan foldicrs ; and the ftationary troops and officers 
v^^—v^ of Syria affefted to tremble for the fafety of their 
defencelefs cities. Yet this diverfion had already 
fucceeded in forcing Chofroes to return with lofs 
and precipitation ; and if the (kill of Belifarius had 
been feconded by difcipline and valour, his fuccefs 
might have fatisBed the fanguine wiOies of the 
pablic, who required at his hands the conqueft of 
Ctefiphon and the deliverance of the captives of 
A,n.s4». Antioch. At the end of the campaign, he was 
ri^called to Conftantinople by an ungrateful court, 
but the dangers of the enfuing fpring reftored his 
confidence and command ; and the hero, almoft 
alone, was difpatched, with the fpeed of poft- 
horfes, to repel, by his name and prefence, the 
invalion of Syria. He found the Roman generals, 
among whom was a nephew of Juftinian, impri- 
foned by their fears in the fortifications of Hi^ra- 
pdlis. But inftead of liftening to their timid coim- 
fek, Belifarius commanded them to follow him to 
Exiropus, where he had refolved to colleft his forces, 
and to execute whatever God (hould infpire him 
to'atchieve againft the enemy. His firm attitude 
on the banks of the Euphrates reftrained Chof- 
roes from advancing towards Paleftine; and he 
received with art and dignity, the ambafladors, or 
rather fpies, of the Perfian monarch* The plain 
between Hierapolis and the river was covered with 
the fquadrons of cavalry, fix t;houfand hunters tall 
and robuft, who purfued their game without the 
apprehenfion of an enemy. On the oppofite bank 
the ambaffado^s defcried a thoufand Armenian 

horfc, 
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horCe^ wbo appeared to guard the paiiagie of tbe c h a p« 
Euphrates. The tent of Belifarius was of the 
coarfeft linen^ tbe ilmple equipage of a warrior 
who difdained tbe luxury of the £aft. Around 
his tent, the nadons who inarched under his 
ftandard, were arrwged with ikilful confuiion. The 
Thracians and lUyrisins were pofted in tbe front, the 
Heruli and Goths in the* centre ; the profpeft was 
clofed by the Moqrs and Vandals, aUd their looTe 
array feemed to muluply their numbers. Their 
drefs was light and active; one foldier carried a 
whip, another a.f^iford, a third a bow, a fourth 
perhaps a battle-axe, and the whole pidture ex-* 
hibited the intrepidity of tbe troops and tbe vigi- 
lance of the general. Chofroes was* deluded by the 
addrefs, and awed by the genius, of the lieu- 
tenant of Juitinian. Confcious of the merit, and 
ignorant of the force, of his antagonift, he dreaded 
a decifive battle in a diftant country, from whence 
not a Perfian might return to relate the melan* 
choly tale. The great king haftened to repars the 
Euphrates ; and Belifarius prefTed his retreat, by 
affedtmg to oppofe a meafure fo falutary to the 
empir^, and. which could fcarcely have been pre^ 
vented by an army of an hundred thoufand men. 
Envy might fugged to ignorance and pride, that 
the public enemy had been fuffered to efcape : but 
the African and Gothic triumphs are lefs glorious 
than this fafe and bloodlefs vidory, in which nei- 
ther fortune, nor the valour of the foldiers> can 
fubtraft any part of the general's renown. The a. a 543, 
fecond removal of Belifarius from the Perfian to 
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the Itaiiin war, fev.ealed the extent of his perfonal 
merits which had correded or fupplied the want of 
difcipline and coqrage. Fifteen generals, without 
concert or Ikill, led through the niountains of 
Armenia an army of thirty thoufand Romans^ 
inattentive to their (ignala, their ranks, and their 
enfigns. Four thoufand Perfiails, entrenched in the 
camp of Dubis, v2Enqui(hed, almoft without a com- 
bat, this diforderly muhitude ; their ufelefs arms 
were fcattered along the road, and their horfes 
funk under the fatigue of their rapid flight. But 
the Arabs pf the Roman party prevailed over their 
brethren ; the Armenians returned to their alle- 
gbnce ; the cities of Dara and Edeflfa refitted a 
fuddea afiault ancl a regular fiege, and the cala* 
mities of war were fufpended by thofe of peftilence. 
A tacit or formal agreement betweien the two 
fovereigns protefted the tranquillity of the eaftem 
frontier;; and the arms of Chofrocs were con- 
fined to the Colchian or Lazic war, which has 
bj^en too minutely defcribed by the hidorians of the 



times**. 



Defcription The extreme length of the Euxinc fea *', from 
•fCokboe, QQuftantinople to the mouth of the Phafis, may 

be 



C^ The Laiic war, the contort of Rorrie and Pcifia on the Phafis, «. 
rei!iaufly fp«n tlirou»'h many a pa^e of Piccopius (Pcilic. K ii, c. 15. i?. 
i8y 2to, 30. Gothic. l.iv. c. 7»i6.)> and At^athus (1. u. iiU and iv. 
p. 5s— n*- H'-)- 

6y Tht P.-rif^lm, or rirruninavig.ition of the Euxire fet, was deicribcd 
In Latin by Salluit, and in Creeit by Arrian : t. The former work» whkb 
no longer cxifls, i^i been reilored by thc/itgM'jr dili<;ence of M. dc Brafla» 
firA pve()der.t of the p;)iliainent of Dijon (Hift. de U Repubii<)ue Roottiaev 
fom. ii. I tij. p. 199—198.) who venture* to alfumc the charaaer o( 
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be computed as a voyage of nJtae days, and a mia- chap- 

'fure of feven hundred miles. From the Iberian -■_,-, -^^ 

Caucafus, the moft lofty and craggy moimtains of J;^^'^\'j^ 

Afia^' that river defcands with fuch oblique vehe^ 

mence, that in a ibort fpace it is traverfed by one 

hundred and twenty bridges* Nor does the flreaia 

become placid and navigable, till it reaches the town 

of Sarapana, five days* journey from the Cyrus, 

which flows from the fame hills, but in a contrary 

diredion, to the Cafpian lake. The proximity of 

thefe rivers has fuggefled the practice, or at lead 

the idea, of wafting the precious merchandife of 

India down the Oxus, over the Cafpian, op the 

Cyrus, and with the current of the Fhafls into the 

Euztne and Mediterranean feas. At it fucceillvely 

colleds the dreams of the plain of Colchos, the 

Pbafis moves with diminiih^d fpeed, though accu-. 

mulated weight. At the mouth it is fixty fathom 

deep, and half a league broad, but a fmall woody 

iiland is interpofed in the midS. of the channel t 

the water, fo faon as it has depofited an earthy or 

metallic fediment, floats on the furface of the waves, 

and^ is no longer fiifceptU)Ie of corruption. In a 

courfe of one hundred miles, forty of which are 

navigable for large velTels, the Phafis divides the 

the-Rwnan hiftorian. His defcriptton of the Evxme Is ingtnioufly Ibrmed 
9fa/I the fragments of the original, and of ^H the Greeks arid Lsitint whoia 
SailoA might copy, or by whom be might be copied ; and the merit of the 
execiition atoi)e« for the whimiical defign. ». The Periplut of Arrian i« 
addrelftfd to the emperor Adriao (in Ceograph. Minor. Hudfon, torn. i.)» 
and contaiot whatever the governor of Pontus had feen^ from Trebizond to 
Uiofctviaa i whatever lie had heard from Diofcurias to the Danube ; and 
whauver h« knew from the Danube to Trebizond, 

celebrated 
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CHAP, celebrated region of Colchos **, or Mingrdia^% 

whichy on three fides, is fortified by the Iberian ' 

and Armenian mountains, and whofe maritime 

coaift extends about two hundred miles, from the 

neighbourhood of Trebizond to Diofcurias, and 

the confines of Circa(Ha« Both the foil and climate 

are relaxed by exceflive moifture: twenty-eight 

rivers, befides the Phafis and his dependent ftreams, 

convey their waters to the fea ; and the hollownefs 

of the ground appears to indicate the fubterraneous 

channels between the Euxine and the Cafpian. In 

the fields where wheat or barley is fown, the earth 

is too foft to fuftain the adion of the plough ; but 

the gorrtf a fmall grain, not unlike the millet or 

coriander feed, fupplies the ordinary food of the 

people ; and the ufe of bread is confined to the 

prince sudd his nobles. Yet the vintage is more 

plentiful than the harveft; and the bulk of the 

ftems, as well as the quality of the wine, difplay the 

nnaflifted powers of nat\ire. The fame powers 

continually tend to overshadow the face of the 

M Befidcs the many occafional hints from the poct$, bi(toriana» &c« oC 
•ntiquay» we mty confult the "leo^phlcal defcriptJQns of Colcbos, by 
Strabo (1. xi.*p. 760— 76*5. Wnd Pliny (Hid. Natur. vi. 5, 19, &c.)« 

67 I (hall quote, and have ufed, three modem defcriptions of Mtn^rciia 
and the adjacent countries, i. Of the Pere Archangcli Lambcrti (Rdabom 
4e Thevenot, parti, p. 31—51. with a map), who has all the knowledge 
and prejudices of a mi ffionary. ». OfChardin (Voyages en Perfe, tanA.u 
p. 54. 6S — r6S) : his obfcrvations are judicious ; and his own acHreiKiirra 
JO the country are Aill more inftra Aive than his obfervationa. j. Of Pct^- 
firanel (Obfervation^ fur les Peuples Baibares, p*49> 50^ 51. 58. 6»« 64* 
^5. 7f , Ac and a more recent treatife, Sur Ic Commerce de la Mer Noire* 
fom. ii. p. t*-S3') % he had long refided at Caffa* as confoJ of Fcancei wad 
his cradition is Icfs valuable than hit escpcriencc. % 

country 
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Country mth thick forefts ; the timber of the hills, chap, 
and the flax of the plains, contribute to the abun- 
dance of naval ftore^ ; the wild and tame animals, 
the horfe, the ox, and the hog, are remarkably pro- . 
lific, and the name of the pheafant is expreflSve 
of his native habitation on the banks of the Phafis. 
The gold mines to the fouth of Trebizond, which 
are ftill worked with fufiicient profit, were a fub- 
je£t of national difpute between Juflinian and Chof- 
rocs ; and it is not unreafonable to believe, that a 
vein of precious metal may be equally diffufed 
through the circle of the hills, although thefe fecret 
trcafures are neglefted by the lazinefs, or concealed 
by the prudence, of the Mingrclians. The waters, 
impregnated with particles of gold, are carefully 
drained through fheep-fldns or fleeces ; but this 
expedient, the ground-work perhaps of a marvel- 
lous fable, affords a faint image of the wealth ex- 
tracted from a virgin earth by the power and in- 
dulh^ of ancient kings. Their filver palaces and 
golden chambers furpafs our belief; but the fame 
of their riches is faid to have excited the enter- 
prifing avarice of the Argonauts ^*. Tradition has 
affirmed, with fome colour of reafon, that Egypt 
planted on the Phafis, a learned and polite colony *% 
^H^bich manufadured linen, built navies, and in-^ 

C9 Pliny, Hift. Natur. 1. xxxlii. 15. Tiic geld and Giver mJocs of Gol- 
ch05 attraftcd the Argonauts (Strab. I. i. ^. 77.). The fagacious C|ardin 
CO old llnd no gold in mine*, rivers, or elfe where. Yet a MingrcUan Ipft 
?fis hind and io6t for flie wing fome fpccimena at ConAanticople of oatWe 

-^9 Herodot. 1. ii. c. 104, 105. p. 150, 151. Olodor. Sicul. Li. p- 33* 
«<lac. WcO^ling Dionyf. Periegct. 689. and 4Ai(tMh af| loc. Scholiaft. a4 
ni«m Argonaut. L iv. i8z«*29i. 

Vox.- VIL Y xrcnt^d 
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322 THE DECLINB AKD FALL 

CHAP, vented geographical maps. The ingenuity of the 
moderns has peopled, with flourifliing cities and 
nations, the ifthmus between the Euxine and the 
Cafpian '^ ; and a lively writer, obferving the re- 
femblance of climate, and, in his apprehenfion, of 
trade, has not hefitated to pronounce Colchos the 
Holland of antiquity ''. 

Mannmof But the riches of Colchos (hine only through the 
darknefs of conjedure or tradition ; and its genuine 
hiftory prefents an uniform fcene of rudenefs and 
poverty. If one hundred and thirty languages 
were fpoken in the market of Diofcurias '^, they 
were the imperfect idioms of fo many favage tribes 
or families, fequeftered from each other in the val- 
lies of mount Caucafus ; and their feparation, which 
diminifhed the importance, muft have multiplied 
the number, of their ruilic capitals. In the pre- 
. fent ftate of Mingrelia, a village is an afTemblage 
of huts within a wooden fence ; the fortrefles are 
feated in the depths of forells ; the princely town of 
Cyta, or Cotatis, confifts of two hundred houfes, 
and a ftone edifice appertains only to the magnifi* 
cence of kings. Twelve (hips from Conftantinople, 
and about fixty barks, laden with the fruits of in« 

70 Montefqulcu, Efprit des Loix, 1. xxi. c. 6. L'KUinK • • • • coiiTeit 
de villes et nations qui ne font plus. 

7* Bougainville, Mmioires de TAcademic des Tnfcriptions, torn, xxii 
p. 33. <m the African voyage of Hanno and tiie conunerce of anUqnit/. 

7^ A Greek hlAorian, Timoilhenet, had affirmed, in earn ccc natjooes 
diflimilibus lingais defcendert } and die modeft Pliny is content toaddy eca 
poftca a noftris cxxx interpretibus negotia ibi g^fta (vi« 5.]$ but the wordi 
nunc defcru cover 1^ multitude pf paA fk&\9ns, 

dttftry 
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diiftry annually caft anchor on the coaft ; and the c'h a p. 
lift of Golchian exports is much increafed, iince 
the natives had only ilaves and hides to offer in 
exchange for the com and fait which they purchafed 
from the fubjedts of Juftinian. Not a veftige can 
be found of the art, the knowledge, or the navi- 
gation, of the ancient Colchians : few Greeks de- 
fired or dared to purfoe the footfteps of the Ar» 
gonauts; and even the marks of an Egyptian colony 
are loft on a nearer approach. The rite of cir« 
cumcifion is pra£iifed only by the Mahometans of 
the Eusiine ; and the curled hair and fwarthy com- 
plexion of Africa no longer disfigure the moft per-^ 
kSt of the human race. It is in the adjacent 
climates of Georgia, Mingrelia, and Circaftia, that 
nature has placed, at leaft to our eyes, the model of 
beauty, in the ihape of the limbs, the colour of the 
flcin, the fymmetry of the features, and the ex- 
preflion of the countenance". According to the 
deftination of the two fexes, the men feem formed 
for a£Uon, the women for love ; and the perpetual 
fupply of females from mount Caucafus has puri- 
fied the blood, and improved the breed, of the 
ibuthern nations of Afia. The proper diftri£t of 
Mingrelia, a portion only of the ancient Colchos, 
has long fuftained an exportation of twelve thou* 
land flaves* The number of prifoners or crimi- 
nals would be inadequate to the annual demand ; 

'T^ Bnffon (Hift. Naf. torn, iiu p. 433—437.) collets the unanimoui 
ftj'fTragc of natural! fts and travellers. If, in the time of Herodotus, ihc^ 
svere Tn tnith pcAoy^fos? and nT^or^iX^^ (-^nd he had obfcrved them with 
care)» this precious feA is an example of the influence of climate 00 a foreigo 
colony* 

It 2 but 
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324 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, but the common people are in a ftate of {eryitude 
to their lords ; the exercife of fraud or rapine is 
unpunilhed in a lawlefs communitj; and the 
market is continually repleniflied hj the abufe of 
civil and paternal authority. Such a trade % which 
reduces the human fpecies to the level of canle, 
may tend to encourage marriage and population ; 
iince the multitude of children enriches their fordid 
and inhuman parent* But this Iburce of impure 
wealth muft inevitably potfon the national man* 
neri, obliterate the fenfe of honour and virtue, and 
almoft extinguifii the inflin&s of nature: the 
Chrijiians of Georgia and Mingrelia are the mod 
diflblute of mankind ; and their children, who, in 
a tender age, are fold into foreign flavery, have 
already learnt to imitate the rapine of the father 
and the proflitution of the mother. Yet, amidft 
the ruded ignorance, the untaught natives difcovcr 
a fingular dexterity both of mind and hand; and 
although the want of union and difcipline expofes 
them to their more powerful neighbours, a bold 
and intrepid fpirit has animated the Colchians of 
every age. In the hoft of Xerxes, they fervcd on 
foot \ and their arms were, a dagger or a javelin, 
a wooden cafque, and a buckler of raw hides. But 
in their own country the ufe of cavalry has more 
generally prevailed : the meaneft of the peafants 
difdain to walk \ the martial nobles are poffefled, 

74 The MinsreJian ambafTador arrived at Conftantinopie witb tw^honM 
perlons -, but iie ate (fold) them clay hy day, till his rttinue was duniniibctf 
10 A fecrcury and two vakts (Taveriuer, torn. !• p. 365. ;. To purclafe h>» 
miili'cfs, a Mingrclian gentleman fold twelve pried* and hif wife to the 
rmks (Chaiilin, torn. i. p. C6.). 
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perhaps, of two hundred horfes: and above five chap. 

Xl ff 

tboufand are numbered in the train of the prince ^^|^,^ 
of Mingrelia. The Colchian government has been 
always a pqre and hereditary kingdom ; and the 
authority of the fovercign is oniy reftrained by the 
turbulence of his fubjefts. Whenever they were 
obedient, he could lead a numerous army into the 
.iidd ; but fome faith is requiCite to believe^ that 
the fmgle tribe of the Suanians was compoTed of 
two hundred thoufand foldiers, or that the popu- 
lation of Mingrelia now amounts to four millions 
of inhabitants "• 

It was the boaft of the Colchians, that thdr an* Revolutions 
ceftors had checked the viftories of Sefoftris j and ^ * 

the defeat of the Egyptian is lefs incredible than ' 
bis fuccefsful progrefs as far as the foot of mount 
Caucafus. They funk, without any memorable 
cflFort, under the arms of Cyrus ; followed in diftant 
wars the ftandard of the great king^ and presented 
hint every fifth year with one hundred boys and as under the 
many virgins, the faireft prpduce of the land '^'. befo4chrift 
Yet he accepted this gift like the gold and ebony 5^' 
of India, the franj&incenfe of the Arabs, or the 
negroes and ivory of Ethiopia : the Colchians were 
not fubjeft to the dominion of a fatrap, and they 
continued to enjoy the name as well as fubftance 

75 StrabOy 1. xl. p. 765. Lambertli Relation dela MJngrelle. Ytt wa 
jnuil avoid the contrary extreme of Chardm, wlio allows no more than. 
3,o>ooo inhabiunts to fupply an annual exportation of 12^000 /laves: an. 
^^I^urdity unworthy of that judicious traveller. 

7« Herodot. 1. iii. c. 97. See, in L vii. c. 79. their arras and fervlce ia. 
^Y^c e^xpeditidn of XtriTes againft Greece. 
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CHAP, of national independence ". After the fall of the 
Perfian empire, Mithridates, king of Pontus, added 
Colchos to the wide circle of his dominions on the 
Euxine ; and when the natives prefumed to requed 
tjiat his fon might reign over them, he bound the 
ambitious youth in chains of gold, and delegated a 
fervant in his place. ' In the purfuit of Mithri- 
dates, the Romans advanced to the banks of the 
Pbalis, and their gallies afcended the river till 
they reached the camp of Pompey and his legions ^^. 
But the fenate, and afterwards the emperors, dif- 
dained to reduce that diftant and ufelefs conqueft 
into the form of a province. The family of a 
Greek rhetorician was permitted to reign in Colchos 
^nd the adjacent kingdoms^ from the time of Mark 
Antony to that of Nero ; an(^ after the race of Po- 
lemo ^' was extind, the eaftern Pontus, which pre- 
ferved his name, extended no farther than the 
neighbourhood pf Trebizond. Beyond thefe limits 
the fortifications of Hyflus, of Apfarus, of the 



77 Xenpphm, who had encouatcred the Colchuns in his retreat ( Aoalnfis, 
1. Iv. p. 320. 343. 34S. edit. Hutchinfon ; and FoAer*s DtfTeTtation, PL53 
-^58. in Spclman*t Englifh verfion, vol. ii.)» ftyles themi avrweycOi. 
Before the conqueA of Mithridates, they are named by Appian ifivof afUfAetrnz 
(dc Bcli. MichridatiU), c. 15. torn. i. p« 661. of the I^ft and bcil edittoo* 
by John Sdiweighsufcr, Lipfix, 1785. 3 vols, large odavo). 

78 The conqueft of Colchos by Mtthridatet and Pompey, h o^rkcd by 
Appian (d« Bell. Mithridat ) and Plutarch (in Vit. Pomp.). 

79 We may trace the rife and fall of the femily of Polemo, in Strabo (I. xi. 
p. 755. I. xii. p. 867.), Dion Cafllus or Xiphilin (p. 58S. 593 6ov. 719. 
754. 915. 946. edit. Reimar), Suetonius (in Neron. c. iS. in Vefpafion. 
c. 8.) Eutroplus (vii. 14.), Jofephas (Antiq. Judaic. Lxz. c. 7. p.970. edit, 
|lavercamp;> and Softbius (Chron. withScaliser, Animadvcri: p. 19^)* 

Fhafis, 
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Phafis, of Diofcurias or Sebaftopolis, and of Pityus, chap. 
were guarded by fufEcient detachments of horfe and _^^-^ 
foot ; and fix princes of Colchos received their 
diadems from the lieutenants of Casfar. One of vicitjot ' 
thefe h'eutenants, the eloquent and philofophic Ar- Aj^'^Ury. 
rian, fuTveyed, and has defcribed, the Euxine coaft, 
under the reign of Hadrian. The garrifon which 
he reviewed at the mouth of the Phafis, cenfifted 
of four hundred chofen legionaries ; the brick walls 
and towers, the double ditch, and the milkary en- 
gines on the rampart, rendered this place inacceffi* 
ble to the Barbarians ; but the new fuburbs, which 
had been built by the merchants and veterans, re- 
quired, in tlie opinion of Arrian, fome external de- 
fence *®. As the flrength of the empire was gra- 
dually impaired, the Romans (tationed on the 
Phafis were either withdrawn or expelled j and the 
tribe of the Lazi *', whofe pofterity fpeak a foreign 
dialed, and inhabit the fea-coaft of Trebizond, im- 
pofed their name and dominion on the ancient 
kingdom of Colchos. Their independence was 
foon invaded by a formidable neighbour, who had' 
acquired, by arms and treaties, the fovefeignty of 
Iberia« The dependent king of Lazica received 

<« In the time of Procopiusi there were no Roman forts on the PtufiSt 
Pityus and SebaAopoIis were evacuated on the rumour of the Perfians (Goth. 
L iv. £. 4.) } but the latter was afterwards reftored by Juftinian (de Edif. 
I.iv. c. 7,), 

Si In the time 6f Pliny > Arrian, and Ptolemy, the Lasi were a particular 
tribe on the northern Hurts of Colchos (Cellarius, Geograpb. Antiq. tom.iL 
p. aaa.). In the age of Juftihian, they fpread« or at leaft reigned, over the 
whple cqu^intry. At prefcnt, they' liave migrated along the coaft towards 
Trebixondy and compofe a hide fta-faring people, with a peculiar langoagp 
(Cbardioy p. 149* Peyflbnel, p* 64.). 

Y4 hi« 
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CHAP, his ilccptare at the hzpds of the Perfian monarch, 
and the fucceiTors of Conftantiae acquiefced in this 
injurious claim, which was proudly urged as a righl 
of immemorial prefcription. In the beginning of 
the fixth century, their influence was reftored by 
tbe introduction of Chriftianity» which the Mtngre- 
liana dill profefs with becoming ^eal, without un* 
4erftanding the dodrines, or obferving the preeepts> 
of their relagion* After the deceafe of his hxhtty 
Zatbus was exalted to the regal dignity by the &* 
trour of the great king : but the pious youth ab- 
horred the ceremonies of the Magi, and fought, in 
tba palace of Conftantinople, an orthodox baptifm, 
a noble wife, and the alliance of the .emperor 
Juftin* The king of Lazica was foknmly invefted 
with the diadem, and his cloak and tunic of white 
filk, with a gold border, difplayed, in rich em- 
broidery, the figure of his new patron ; who foothed 
the jealoufy of the Periian court, and excufed the 
revolt of CoJchos, by the venerable names of hot 
pitality and religion. The common interefl; of both 
empires impofed on the Colcbians the duly of 
guarding (he pafles of mount Caucafus, where a 
\|rall of (ixty miles is now defended by the monthly 
fcrvice of the mufqueteers of Mingrelia **. 

But this honourable connexion was foon cor- 
rupted by the avarice and ambition of the Romans. 



Revolt and 
icpentance 
oi the Col- 

ChlMlSy 



^ •» John M«l:Ia, Chron torn. ii. p. 134 — 137. Tlicof»hancs, p. 144. 
Hift. WSfccH 1 XV. p. 103. Th.' faft is authentic, but the date fe;.ms too 
rectnt. Jn fpeaking of their Pcriian alliance, the Lazi contemporarits of 
Jvflinratt employ the mo(l obfolete woi-ds—fy yfciuftwn fjon^a^y vfoyem^ 

• ftc* Could they belong to a conscaion wWch ftd not been diflblvcd above 
twenty yearb ? 
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Degraded from the rank of aliies^ the Laai were chap* 
inceiiantly reminded, by words and afUons, of theif J^^^J^ 
dependent (late. At the diftance of a day's journey a. d. ^ 
beyond the Apiarus, they beheld the rifing fortreft ****"^**^ 
of Petra '% which commanded the maritime coim^ 
try to the fouth of the Phafis. Inflead of being 
proteded by the valour, Colchos was infulted by 
the licentioufnefs, of foreign mercenaries ; the bene* 
fits of commerce were converted into bafe and 
vexatious monopoly; and Gubazes, the native 
prince, was reduced to a pageant of royalty, by the 
fuperior influence of the officers of Juftinian* Di& 
appointed in their expe^ations of Chriftian virtue^ 
the indignant Lazi repofed fome confidence in the 
juftice of an unbeliever. After a private aflurance 
that their ambaCador fhouid not be delivered to 
the Romans, they publicly folicitcd the friendfliip 
and aid of Chofroe^. The fagacious monarch 
inftantly difcerned the ufe and importance of CoU 
chos ; and meditated a plan of conqueft, which wail 
renewed^ at the end of a thoufand years by Shah 
Abbacy the wifeft and moft powerful of his fuc«» 
ee0brs.'\ His ambition was fired by the hope of 
launching a Perfian navy from the Pbafis, of coniri 
manding the trade and navigation of the £uzine 

53 The fole v^ftig* of Petra (ubTiftBin the writings of Precoptus ami Aga» 
thi4i. Mof\ of the towns and cafllcs o£ Lazica may he found by coinp:urio| 
their names and pofilion with the map of Mingrelia, in Lamberti. 

54 See th& aAuOng letters of Pietro della Valle, the Romin tnvetler 
(Viaggi* tonsil. 907. 209. »«3. jtis. a66. aS6. 309. com. iii. p 54* 127* )• 
In the years i6i3» 1619, and 1620, he converfed with Shah Abbat, and - 
Oxottgly enconraged a defign which might have united Perfla and Europe 
againft their oommoo enemy the Turk. 
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CHAP, fa, of defolating the coaft of Pontus and Bithynia, 
^^^^ of diftreiSng, perhaps of attacking, Conftantinopie, 
and of perfuading the Barbarians of Europe to 
fecond his arms and counfels againfl: the common 
enemy of mankind. Under the pretence of a 
Scythian war, he filently led his troops to the 
frontiers of Iberia ; the Colchian guides were pre- 
pared to condudt them through the woods and 
along the precipices of mount Caucafus ; and a 
narrow path was laborioufly formed into a fafe and 
fyacious highway, for the march of cavalry, and 
even of elephants. Gubazes laid his perfon and 
diadem at the feet of the king of Perfia ; his Col- 
chians imitated the fubmiffion of their prince ; and 
after the walls of Petra had been Ihaken, the 
Roman garrifon prevented, by a capitulation, the 
impending fury of the laft aflault. But the Lazi foon 
difcovered, that their impatience had urged them 
to choofe an evil more intolerable than, the calami- 
ties which they ftrove to efcape. The monopoly 
of fait and corn was effectually removed by the 
loi^ of thofe valuable commodities. The autho« 
tity of a Homan legiflator was fucceeded by the 
pride of an Oriental defpot, who beheld, with equal 
difdaia» the Haves whom he had exalted, and the 
kings whom he had humbled before the footftool 
of his throne. The adoration of fire was intro- 
duced into Colchos t^y the zeal of the Magi : their 
intolerapt fpirit provoked the f/ervour of a Chriftian 
people i and the prejudice of nature or education 
w^s wounded by the impious praAice of expofing 
the dead bodies of their parents;^ on the fummit 
14 of 
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of a lofty tower, to the crows and vultures of the c n a p. 
a|r '^ ConfciouB of the increafmg hatred, which ^^p..^,^ 
retarded the execution of his great defigns, the 
j.uft Nufliirvan had fecretly given orders to aflaffinate 
the kbg of the Lazi, to tranfplant the people into 
fome diftant land, and to fix a faithful and warlike 
colony on the banks of the Phafis. The watchful 
jealoufy of the Colchians forefaw and averted the 
approaching ruin. Their repentance was accepted 
at Copftantinople by the prudence, rather than the 
clemency, of Juftinian ; and he commanded Dagif. 
teus, with feven thoufand Romans, and one thou* 
fand of the ^ani^ to (sxpel thp Perfians from the 
coall of the Euxine. 

The liege of Petra, which the Roman general, sicje of 
^ith the aid of the Lazi, immediately undertook, a.'d. 
is one of the moft remarkable aftions of the age, ^*' "'^^'* 
The city was feated on a craggy rock, which hung 
over the fea, and communicated by a deep and 
»arroV path with the land. Since the approach 
W^s difficult, the attack might be deemed impoflible; 
the Perfian conqueror had ftrengthened the fortifi- 
cations of Juftinian ; and the places lead inacceffible 
H^ere covered by additional bulwarks. In this im- 
portant fortrefs, the vigilance of Chofroes had de- 
pofited a magazine of offenfive and defenfive arms^ 
fiifficiei^t for ^ve tim.es the number, npt only of 

95 See Herodotus (1. i. c i40. p. 69. )> who fpeaks with. dif||denee, 
larcher (torn. i. p. 399-*40i« Notes fur Herodote), Procopius (Perfic 1. i* 
c.ii.)i «nd Agaiki^i (I.il p. ^r, 62.)- This pmaice, agreeable to the 
Zendavefta (Hyde, dc Rejig. Perf. c. 34. p. 414—421.), demonftrates tliat 
the burial of the Perfian kings (Xenophon. Cyropatd. 1. viii. p. 65S.), 
ri yof tvTV fiMutfiwrtpev ryvfyif lu^finvM, is a Cieck fi^iipn^ and that 
thtlr combe could be no more than cenotaphs, 
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the garrifon, but of the bcfiegers themfelves. The 
ftock of flour and flic provifions was adequate to 
the confumption of five years ; the want of wine 
was fupplied by vinegar, and of grain from whence 
a ftrong liquor was extracted ; and a triple aqueduft 
eluded the diligence, and even the fufpicions, of 
the enemy* But the firmed defence of Petra was 
placed in the valour of fifteen hundred Perfiany, 
who refifted the aflfaults of the Romans, whiift, iu 
Z fofter vein of earth, a mine was fecretly perforated. 
The wall, fupported by flender and temporary 
props, hung tottering in the air ; but Dagifteus 
delayed the attack till he had fecured a fpecific 
recompence ; and the town was relieved before the 
return of his meffenger from Conftantinople. The 
JPerfian garrifon was reduced to four hundred men^ 
<^ whom no more than fifty were exempt from fick- 
nefs or wounds ; yet fuch had been their inflexible 
perfeverance, that they concealed their Ipfles from 
the enemy, by enduring, without a murmur, the 
fight and putrefying ftench of the dead bodies of 
their eleven hundred companions. After their 
deliverance, the breaches were haftily flopped with 
(and-bags ; the mine was repleniflied with earth ; a' 
new wall was ere£ted on a frame of fubftantial 
timber ; ^ and a frefli garrifon of three thoufand 
men was ftationed at Petra to fuftain the labours 
of a fecond fiege. The operations, both of the 
attack and defence, were conducted with Ikilful 
cbftinacy; and each party derived ufeful leflbns 
from the experience of their part faults. A bat- • 
tctiog ram was invented^ of light conftru&ioa and 

powerful 
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powerfiil effcft ; it was tranrported and worked by ^ Hjk p. 
the hands of forty foldiers ; and as the ftones were <^ 
loofened by its repeated ftrokes, they were torn 
with long iron books from the wall. From thofe 
walls, a ihower of darts was inceflantly poured on 
the heads of the aflailants, but they were moft dan«- 
gerouily annoyed by a fiery compofition of fulphur 
and bitumen, which in Colchos might with fome 
propriety be named the oil of Medea. Of fix 
thoufand Romans who mounted the fcaling- ladders, 
their general, Befias, was the firft, a gallant veteran 
of fi^venty years of age : the courage of their leader, 
his fall, and extreme danger, animated the irrefiftible 
effort of his troops ; and their prevailing numbers 
oppreffed the ftrength, without fubduing the fpirit, 
oJF the Perfian garrifon. The fate of thefe valiant 
men deferves to be more diftinftly noticed. Seven 
hundred had periflied in the fiege, two thoufand 
three hundred furvived to defend the breach. One 
thoufand and feventy were deftroyed with fire and 
fword in the laft afiault ; and if feven hundred and 
thirty were made prifoners, only eighteen among 
them were found without the marks of honourable 
wounds. The remaining five hundred efcaped into 
the citadel, which they maintained without any 
hopes of relief, rejeding the faired terms of capi« 
tulation and fervice, till they were loft in the 
fiames. They died in obedience to the commands 
of their prince; and fuch examples of loyalty and 
valour might excite their countrymen to deeds of 
equal defpair and more profperous event. The 
inftant demolition of the works of Petra coofefTed 
3 *« 
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CHAP, the aftonifliment and apprehenfion of the con^ 

xui. 
>_,-,-^f queron 

The Col. j^ Spartan would have praifed and pitied the 
Lazicwar, viftuc of thefe beroic ilaves: but the tedious war* 
549-^55^- ^^^^ ^^^ alternate fuccefs of the Roman and Perfian 
arms cannot detain the attention of pofterity at the 
foot of mount Caucafus. The advantages obtained 
by the troops of Juftinian were more frequent and 
fplendid ; but the forces of the great king were 
continually fupplied, till they amounted to eight 
elephants and fevency thoufand men, including 
twelve thoufand Scythian allies, and above three 
thoufand Dilemites, who defcended by thetr free 
choice from the hills of Hyrcania, and were equally 
formidable in clofe or in diftant combat. The 
fiege of Archasopolis, a name impofed or cor- 
rupted by the Greeks, was raifed with fome iofe 
and precipitation; but the Perfians occupied the 
pafles of Iberia.: Oolchos was enflaved by their 
forts and garrifons; they devoured the fcanty 
fuftenance of the people; and the prince of the 
Lazi fied into the mountains. In the Roman 
camp, faith and difcipline were unknown ; and the 
independent leaders, who were invefted with equal 
power, difputed with each other the pre-eminence 
of vice and corruption* The Perfians followed, 
without a murmur, the commands of a fingle chief, 
who implicitly obeyed the inftrudions of their 
fupreme lord. Their general was diftinguifhed 
among the heroes of the £aft, by his wifdom in 
council, and his valour in the field. The advanced 
age of Mermeroes, and the lamenefs of both his 
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feet, could not dimmiih the a£Uvity of his mindi chap. 
or even of his body ; and whilft he was carried in 
a litter in the front of battle, he infpired tejrror to 
the enemy, and a juft confidence to the troops, who, 
under his banners, were always fuccefsful. After 
. bis death, the command devolved to Nacoragan, a 
proud fatrap, who, in conference with the im- 
perial chiefs, had prefumed to declare that he 
difpofed of vidory as abfolutely as of the ring on 
bis finger. Such prefumption was the natural caufe 
and forerunner of a ihameful defeat. The Romans 
had been gradually repulfed to the edge of the 
fea-ihore; and their lad camp, on the ruins of the- 
Grecian colony of Phafis, was defended on all fides 
by ftrong intrenchments, the river, the Euxine, 
and ^ 'fleet of gallies. Defpair united their counfels 
and .invigorated their arms : they withftood the 
aifault of the Perfians ; and the flight of Nacoragan 
preceded or followed the flaughter of ten thoufand 
of his braved foldiers. He efcaped from the 
Romans to fall into the hands of an unforgiving 
mafter, who feverely chaftifed the error of his own 
choice ; the unfortujiate general was flayed alive, 
and bis ikin, ftuflcd into the human form, was 
ex{](ofed on a mountain ; a dreadful warning to 
thofe who might hereafter be entrufted with the 
fame and fortune of Perfia *% Yet the prudence 
of Chofroes infenfibly relinquiihed the profecutionL 
of the Cholcian war, in the jufl perfuafion that 

^ The puniflimcnt of flaying alive could no( be introduced Into Perija b|| 
Sapor (Brifon. do Regn. f'erf. 1. ii. p. 57S.], nor could it be copied from 
the foolUb Ule of Marfyas the Phogian piperj moA fooli/hiy quoted a4 a 
^cce^Qfkt by Agathias (l.iv. p. 13^9 133.)* 
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CHAP, it is impoilible to reduce, or, at leaft, to hold a 
diftant country againft the wfihes and eiForts of its 
inhabitants. The fidelity of Gubazes fnftained the 
moft rigorous trials. He patiently endured the 
hardfhips of a favage life, and rejefted, witti difdain^ 
the fpecious temptations of thePerfian court. TTie 
king of the Lazi had been educated in the Chriftian 
religion ; his mother was the daughter of a fenator ; 
during his youth, he had ferved ten years a (ilen- 
tiary of the Byzantine palace *% and the arrears of 
an unpaid falary were a motive of attachment as 
well as of complaint. But the. long continuance 
of his fufferings extorted from him a naked repre* 
fentation of the truth ; and truth was an unpardon- 
able libel on the lieutenants of Juftinian,. who, 
amidft, the delays of a ruinous war, h^d fpared his 
enemies and trampled on his allies. Their mali- 
cious information perfuaded the emperor, that his 
faithlefs Vailal already meditated a fecond defedion: 
an order was furprifed to fend him prifoner to 
Conftantinople ; a treacherous claufe was inferted^ 
that he might be lawfully killed in cafe of reiiftance; 
and Gubazes, without arms, or fufpicion of danger, 
was dabbed in the fecurity of a friendly interview. 
In the firft moments of rage and defpair the Col- 
chians would have facri6ced their country and reli- 
gion to the gratification of revenge. But the au- 
thority and eloquence of the wifer few, obtained a 



•> In the palace of Conftantinople thtre were thirty filentiiTief, wbo ire 
ftyled hifftati ante fores cubiculiy m^ ffvym iiri^wreu^ an honoarabk title^ 
which conferred the rank, without impoitng the duties, of* fenator {Ood. 
Tbeodof. I. vi, tit. aj. Gothofrcd. Comment, torn. ii. p. 129.). 
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ti\nt9fy paufe : the victory of the Phafis reftored chap. 
the %sfTQT of the Roman arms, and the emperor v^.«.-v^ 
was Iblicitous to abfolve his own name from the 
impucafion of fo foul a murder* A judge of fena* 
twud raak* ^as con^miflioned to enquire into the 
cwdud and death of the king of the Lazi« He 
afceode^ a ft^tely tribunal^ encompafled by the 
minifters^of juftioe and punifliment : in the prefencc 
of botbaations^fhi^ extraordinary caufe was pleaded^ 
accordii^ to the forms of civil jurifprudeacei and 
fome fitis&dion v^4s granted to an injured people^ 
by the fent^ce and execution of the meaner, cri* 
mmaU'V \: 

Iiipeaice, the king ^ofP^fia continually fo»ght i^egoda- 
the preteofics of a rupture $ but no fooaer.hadh^ Vi^"!i^j be- 
taken Inarms, than he expreffed hisdefireof a [J^""/^^' 
fefe and honourable treaty. During the fierceft chofroes, 
hofiifitifcs, the two mon:£irch8 entertained. a deceit- 540I-S6I' 
ful negolciation ; and fuch was the fuperioii^y of ^ 
Ghofroe«, that whilft he treated the Roman minlf-^ 
4en with iafolende and contempt, he obiaioied the 
moft linprecedented honours for hisowaambairadors 
nt * the lo^perial court. Hie fucceilbr o( Cyrus 
*^ixned the omajefty of the £a(Urn fun, and graci- 
mifly permittied his younger brother Juftiniaa to 
Tdgn over the Weft, with the pale and reflefted 
iflindxmt of the moon. This gigantic ftyle was 
Ibpportedby the pomp and. eloquence of Ifdigune, 
one of the royal chamberlains. His wife and 

r , 

- SS On th«fe jadidai oradoas, Agatbias (1. iii. p. 8i<— S9. 1. iv. p. 10^^ 
■ 1 19- )* lavUhn eighteen or twenty, pages of. Calfe and Aorld rhetoric.^ His ig' 
«aprmo0 or cMtleAiefs overiooks tbe ftroi^cft argymtnt agaioft the king of 

ijisica-- his former revolt. 

VoL.Vn. Z .daughters. 
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CHAP, daughters, with a train of eunuchs tod cataK^, at- 
^^''' tended the march of the ambafladoi" : Mo iktraps 
with golden dnidems were numbered among his 
followers : he was guardied by five hundred horfe, 
the mod valiant of the Perfians ; and the Ronufil 
governor of Dara wifely refufed to idmit moM 
than twenty of thiis martial and hoftite caravaiu 
When Ifdigune had faluted the emperor , and de- 
livered his prefents, he paffed ten months at Con- 
ftaiitihople without difcuifing any ferious dSAs. 
Inftead of being confined to hk palace, and lie- 
ceiving food and water from the hands of hit 
keepers, the Perfian ambaifador, without fpiet er 
guards, was alloi^ed to vifit the capitad ;. and the 
freedom of converfation and trade enjoyed by hit 
domdlics, offended the prejudices of an age, wiiidi 
rtgoroufty pradifed the law of nations, without con- 
iidence or courtefy '^ By an unexamipled indoi* 
gence, his interpreter, a fervant below the iio6c( 
of a Roman magiflrate, tiras feated, at d^ taUe cf 
Juftmian, by the fide tyf his mafter ; and onethos^ 
fand pounds of gold might be affigned for the c» 
pence of his journey and entertainment. Ytt the 
repeated labours of Ifdigune could procure oofy 
a partial and imperfect truce, which wis alwqsi 
purchafed with the treafures, and reneiml at te 
folicitation, of the Byzantine court. Miaiy fttR 
4tf fruitlefs defolation elapfed befbfte jjiO&oka «id 

■ s 

99 Pfocopius reprefcBtt tbe |irftaic< of the Guthic court of Ravcsu 
(Goth* 1. i) c. 7.) i 9nd forei^ ■mbftffAdon luTt becti tOftfiBd with the 
time jealoofy md rigour in Tttffeejr (auifaei|ohis» eptft. lii. p. 14^ 94*^ 
e^.), Rttflia (Voyage d*Ol^rbs»)» and China (Nwmtfvcof M.«kLa^s« 
in Bellas Tr^cls. voL U« p. 1S9— 3x1.). 
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Chofroes were con^Uedy by mutual laflitude« to c h a f»« 
conrult the repofe of their declining age. At a 
confereoce held on the frontier, each party, with* 
out ezpediiig to gain credit, difplayed the power^ 
the juftice, and the pacific intentions, of their re- 
fpe£ti?e fovereigm ; but neceffity and intereft 
dictated .the treaty of peaqe, which was concluded 
for a term of fifty years, diligently compofed in 
the Greek and Perfian language, and attefted by 
the feals of twelve interpreters. The liberty a( 
commerce and religion was fixed and. defined ; the 
allies of the emperor and the great king were in-^ 
eluded in the fame b^efits and obligations ; and 
the moft fcrupulous precautions were provided tp 
prevent or determine the accidental difputes tha^ 
might arife on the confines of two boftile nationsi 
After twenty years of deftruflive though feeble 
war, (he limits ftiU remained without alteration j 
and Chofroes was perfuaded to reoounce his dan- 
gerous claim . to the poflellion or fovereignty of 
Colchos and its dependent flates. Rich in the 
accumulated treafures of the £aft, he extorted from 
die Romans an annual payment of thirty thouiand 
}»eceg of gdd ; and the fmallnefs of the fum re« 
sealed the difgrace of a tribute in its naked defor- 
mity. In a previous debate, the chariot of Sefoftris, 
aiid the wheel of fortune, were applied by one of th^ 
minifters of Juftinian, who obferved that the re- 
du6Uon of Antioch, and fome Syrian cities, hid 
elevated beyond meafure the vain and ambitious 
fpirit of the Barbarian. ^* Tou are miftaken,'' 
replied the modeft Perfian : «« t^e king of kings, 

i» *• the 
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c " A *"• ** the lord of mankind, looks down with contempt 
\^^^i-^r^ **. on fuch petty aoquifitions ; and of the ten na- 
** tions, vanquiflied by his invincible arms, he 
•* efteems the Romans as the leaft formidable «^.*^ 
According to the Orientals, the empire of Nuftirvah 
extended from Ferganah mTranfoxiana, to Yemen 
.or Arabia Faelix. He fabdued the rebels of Hyr- 
cania, reduced the provinces of Cabul and Zableftan 
on the banks of the Indus, broke the power of the 
Euthalites, terminated by an honourable treaty 
the Turkifli war, and admitted the daughter of the 
great khan into the number of his lawful wives. 
Viftorions and refpefted among the princes of 
Afia, he gave audience, in his palace of Mad^n, 
or CtefiphoA, to the Ambaffadors of the woiid. 
Their gifts or tributes, arms, rich garments, gems» 
. flaves, or aromatics, were humbly' prefeiited at die 
foot of his throne ; and he condefcended to accept 
from the king of India, ten quintals of the wood 
of aloes, a maid feven cubits in height, and a carpet 
fofter than filk, the fkin, as it was reported, of an 
extraordinary ftrpcnt ^'. 
CMqoeftof JuftinJan had been reproached for his alliance 
nilns, ^ '' with the ^Ethiopians, as if he attempted to in* 
A. D. 5ai. jj-oduce a peopfe of favage negroes into the fyftem 
of civilized fociety. But the friends of the Ro- 
man empire, the Axumites, or AbyfliDmns, maf 

^ 9».Th« ncgociatioos and crcraties between Juftlnian and Chofrocs air c»- 
pioufly explained by I'rocopius (Pcific, 1. ii. c lo. 13. 26, »7, 28. GocIlc. 
I. ii. c. II. 15.), Agathias (1. iv. p. 141, 142 ), and Menandcr {in Excerpt, 
tegat. p. i.s»— 1470» Confult Barbcyrac, Hi(L des Ancicm Trauct. 
torn. ii. p. 154. i8i-*iS4. ^9g— 200. 
9t D'HeftcJor, Dibflol. Oiitnt. p. 680, 681. »94, 155: 
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be always dIftinguUhed from the t>rtginal natives C " ^^* 
of Africa ^\ The band of nature has flattened 
the nofes of the negroes, covered their heads, with 
ibaggy wool, and tinged their ikin with inherent 
and indelible blacknefs* But the olive complexion 
of the Abyfllnians, their hair, fbape, and features, 
diftindly mark tbem as a colony of Arabs ; and 
this defcent is confirmed by the refemblance of 
language and manners, the report of an ancient 
emigration, and the narrow interval between the 
fliores of the Red Sea* Chriftianity had raifed that 
nation above the level of African barbarifm^': 
their intercourfe with Egypt, and the fucceflbrs of 
Conllantine ^% had communicated the ^rudiments 
of the arts and fciences; their veflels traded to 



^ 9* Sot Buffon, Hift* NatnreUct torn. iiU p. 449. This Arab caft of li|»» 
tures and complexion, which has continued 3400 years (Liidolph. fiift. cC 
Commtnt. iSthiopic. 1. i. c. 4.) in the colony of AbjriHniay wiUJadiff the 
fufpidon» that race, as well aa climact, muft have coatribattd 10 lora t|». 
ncaoes of tiie adjacent and limilar regions. 

92 The Portuguefe mifnonaries, Alvarez (Ramudo, torn. 1. fol. 204.. red. 
»74 vtrif.), Bermiidez (Purchas's Pilgrims, vol. ii. J. v. c. 7. p, it^^mm 
iiSS.), Lobo (Relation, ftc. par M. le Granny with xv Difl^ttatioiw. 
Paris, i7xS>,.and Tcllez (RebtionsdeThevcnoc, part iv.}, cOQid only relate 
of modern AbyfTinia what they had feen 6r invented. The erudition of 
Ludolphus (HiA. i£thiopica, Francofurt. x68i. Cocnmentarius, i$^t* 
Appendix, 1694), in twtnty*fsve languages, couid add little concerning its 
ancjcnt liidory. Yet the faaic of Caltd, or hUifthxus, the conqueror of 
Yemen, is celebrated 'm national fongs and legends. 

9^ Tbe fiegociations of Jaftinian with the Axumites, or i£tbiopians, are 
recorded by l^rpcopius (Perfic. 1. i. c. 19, ao.) and John Ma Jala (torn, il« 
p. J63 — 165. 193—196 \ The hiilorian of Amioch quotts the original 
narrafive of the ambalTador NonQpfus, of which ThotivM (Bibliot. cod. iii.j 
bas prefcrvc^ a curious exiraCl. 
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'34^ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, the iffc of Ceylon ^% and feven kingdoms obeyed 
^ ^"^ ^ the Negus or fnpreme prince of Abyifinia. Thfe 
Independence of the Homerltes, who reigned 
In the* rich and happy Arabia, was firft violated 
by an JEthiopian conqueror : he drew his here* 
ditary claim from the queen of Sheba'% andhh 
^ktnbition was fanflified by religious zeal. The 
Jews, powerful and a£tive in exile, had feduced 
the mind of Dunaan, prince of the Homefites. 
They urged him to retaliate the perfecution in- 
'flifted by the Imperial laws on their unfortunate 
.brethren : fome Roman merchants were injurioufly 
treated ; and fcveral Chriftians of Negra •' were 
honoured with the crown of martyrdom •'I The 
churches of Arabia implored the proteftion of thte 
Abyffinian monarch. The Negus paffed the Red 
/Sea with a fleet and army, deprived the Jewifli 
profelyte of his kingdom and life, and estinguiflied 
a rac^ of princes, who had ruled above two thou- 

^ 9S The tr#de of the Axnmites to the coaft of India and Africa^ and the 
iaeofCcyion«iiCttnQu(ly reprefentedbyCofmas Indicopl«u(Us (Topq^rapb. 
Chriftian. Lii. p. 132..13S1 139, 140. 1. xl. p. 338, 339,)t 

96 Ludolph. Hid. et Comment. ifEthiop. 1. i^. c. 3. 

97 The city of Negra, or Nag^ran, in Yemen, 11 furroonded with pahn 
trees, and ftandf in the highToad between Saana the capttti, and Macea^ 
from the former ten, from the latter twenty days* journey of a caravan of 
camels (Abulfeda, Defcript. Arabic, p. 5%,). 

9B The martyrdom of St Arethas prince of Hegra, and hit three hun- 
dred and forty companions^ is embeiliihed in the legends of McUphraAes 
and Nicephorus CaUlftut, copied by Baronius (A. D. f2a» N^ as— 66. 
A.D. 513, No i6^i9.)> and refuted, with obfcure diligence, by Bafifiage 
^Hift. di.8 Jttifs, torn. Yii* L Tiii. c. U. p. 333 — 348t], who inveftigatcs tbc 
fpxt of the Jews in Anbii| ap^ ^iltiopii. 

fand 
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Smd. yws tbe fequeftcrecl region of myrrh and c h a p. 
fraQkiaceafe. The conqueror immediately an- w^-y^'W 
Bounced the yidory of the gofpel, requefted an 
^'hodox patriarch, and fo warmly profeflfed his 
fraendihip to the Roman empire, that Juftinian 
was flattered by the hope of diverting the filk 
trade through the channel of Abyiiinia, and of 
exciting the forces of Arabia againft the Perfiaa 
king. Nonnofus, defcended from a family of ThriraiK- 

^ - ' ' ance with 

ambafladors, was named by the emperor to exe- juftiniian, 
cute this important commiffion. He wifely de- ' '^"* 
dined the iChorter, but more dangerous, road 
•through the Tandy deferts of Nubia ; afcended thf 
.Nile, embarked on the Red Sea, and fafely landed 
.at the African port of Adulis. From Adulis to the 
royal city of Axume is no more than fifty leagues, 
in a dired: line ; but the winding pafles of the 
niountains detained the ambalTador fifteen days ; 
and as he traverfed the forefls, he faw, and vaguely 
computed, about five thoufand. wild elephants* 
The capital, according to his report, was large 
aod populous ; and the village of Axume is flill 
confpicuous by the regal coronations, by the ruins . 
of a Chriftian temple, and by fixteen or fevente^n 
obeliiks infcribed with Grecian chara^ers-^'. But 
the Negus gave audience in the open field, feated 
on a lofty charipf, which was drawn by four ele- 
phants fuperbly caparifoned, ai^d furrounded by 

W Aivarez (inRamufio, tom.i. foL*aT9 ^f^^- 2.*« verf.) faw the flourifh* 
ini^ ftace of Axume in Che year i52o-^uoi;o molto biiono e gqmde. It wa^ 
roined in the fame ceoiury by the I'urkiih^ infafion- No more than one 
liundretl houfes remain ; but the memory of its pad greatnrfs is preferred - 
by the regal coronation (Ludolpb. Hiit et Coaiment* Lii. c. ii.}« 

Z 4 bis 
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344 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, his nobles and muficians. He was clad in z 
linen garment and cap, holding in bis hand two 
javelins and a light fhield ; and, although bit 
nakednefs was imperfeftly covered, he difplayed 
the Barbaric pomp of gold chains, collars, and 
bracelets, richly adorned with pearls and precknic 
flones. The ambaffador of Juftinian knelt ; the 
Negus raifed him from the ground, embraced 
Nonnofus, kiffed the feal, perufed the letter, ac» 
cepted the Roman alliance, and brandifliing his 
weapons, denounced implacable war againft tbe 
worlbippers of fire. But the propofal of the iilk-* 
trade was eluded; and notwithftanding the aflur-' 
ances, and perhaps the wiOies, of the Abyffixrians, 
thefe hoftile menaces evaporated without tSe€t. 
The Homerites were unwilling to abandon t^eh* 
aromatic groves, to explore a fandy defert, and to 
encounter, after all their fatigues, a formidable 
nation from whom they had never received any 
perfonal injuries. Inftead of enlarging his con- 
quers, the king of Ethiopia was incapable of de- 
fending his pofTeilions. Abrahah, the flave i^ a 
Roman merchant of Adulis, affumed the fceptre 
of the Homerites ; the troops of Africa were fc- 
duced by the luxury of the climate ; and Juftinian 
folicited the friendfliip of the ufurper, who honoured, 
with a flight tribute, the fupremacy of his prince. 
After a long feries of profperity, the power 
of Abrahah was overthrown before the gates of 
Mecca ; his children were defpoiled by the Perfian 
conqueror; and the Ethiopians were finally 
expelled from the continent, of Afia. This nar- 
rative of obfcure and remote events is not foreign 

to 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. . 34^ 

tp the ^ecUae and fall of the Roman empire. If c R a p, 
a Cbnftian power had been maintained in Arabia, 
Ms^homet mud have been cruflied in his cradle, 
and Abyifinia would hav^^ .prevented a revolution 
which has changed the civil and religious (late of 
the world '~. - 

100 The revolutions of Yemen in the fizth century muft be colledlal from 
Procopiot (Verflc. 1. i. c. 19. so.), Theopbanei Byzant. (apud Phot* 
cod. Ixiii. p. 9<x}, $t. Thcvjiphanes (in Chronograph, p. 144, 145, zS8, i-S9. 
3o6» aoy. who is full of ftranje blander$)» PococK (Specimen Hiit Anh» 
p. 6a. 6$.), d*Herbeiot (Bibliot. Orientak, p. la. 477.)| and Sale's Preli- 
sainar^ D(fc6ur(e and Koran (c. ld$.). The r^voU of Abrabah is meo- 
cioned by Procopius j and hia fail, tbovgh dondcd Ivitb miracles^ U an 
liiUoncal Ua, 
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CHAP. XLIIL 

Rebellions of Africa. ^^^ Rejioration of the Gothic 
Kingdom by Totila. — Lofs and Recovery of Rome. 
-^Final Conqueji of Italy by Narf^s.^^ExfinSion 
of the OJirogofhs. — Defeat of the Franks and 
Alemanni.^^Ld/i Vidory^ Difgrace^ and Death of 
Belifarius:-^ Death and Cbarader of Juftiruan. 
'•^Cornet y Earihquiikesy and Plague. 

CHAP, rr^ H E review of the nations from the Da* 
jcLiu^ X jjubg jQ ^1j^ jifjig jj3^g expofed on every fide 

the veaknefs of the Romans ; and our wonder 
is reafonably excited that they fliould prefume to 
enlarge an empire, whofe ancient limits they were 
incapable of defending. But the wars, the con- 
quefts, and the triumphs of Juftinian, are the 
feeble and pernicious efforts of old age, which 
exhaud the remains of ftrength, and accelerate the 
decay of the powers of life. He exulted in the 
glorious aA of reftoring Africa and Italy to the 
republic ; but the calamities which followed the 
departure of Belifarius betrayed the impotence of 
the conqueror, and accomplifhed the ruin of thofe 
unfortunate countries, 
Thctrou. From his new acquifitions, Juftinian expeAed 
Africa, that his avaHce, as well as pride, ihould be richly 
^'J^' gratified. A rapacious minifter of the finances 
clofely purfued the footfteps of Belifarius ; and as 
the eld regifters of tribute had been burnt by the 

8 Vandals, 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 347 

Vandals, he indulged his fancy in a liberal calcu- chap. 

lation and arbitrary affeffment of the wealth of 

Africa '. The increafe of taxes, which were drawn 

away by a diftant foyereign, and a general refump- 

tion of the patrimony or crown lands, foon dif- 

pelled the intoxication of the public joy : but the 

emperor was infenfible to the modeft complaints 

of the people, till he was awakened and alarmed 

1)y the clamours of military difcontent. Many of 

the Roman foldiers had married the widows and 

daughters of the Vandals. As their own, by the 

double right of conqueft and inheritance, they 

claimed the eftates which Genferic had affigned to 

his viftorious troops. They heard with difdain 

the cold and fdfifli reprefentations of their officers, 

that the liberality of Juftinian had raifed them from 

a favage or fervile condition ; that they were 

already enriched by the fpoils of Africa, the trea- 

fure, the flaves, and the moveables, of the van- 

quiflied Barbarians ; and that the ancient and law- 

ful patrimony of the emperors would be applied 

only to the fupport of that government on which 

their own fafety and reward muft ultimately 

depend. The mutiny was fecretly inflamed by a 

tboufand foldiers, for the mofl: part Heruli, who 



T Tor the troubles of Africa, I neither have nor dcfire another gtiide than 
Pnx'OpioSf.whofe eye contempUted the image, and whofe ear coUedcd tite 
rcportSy of the memorable eventit of h.s own times. In the fecond book of 
, the Vandalic war he refates the revolt of Stozas (c. I4 — 14. )» the return o( 
Beiiiarins (c 15.)) tile viaory of Germanus (c i6y t;, iS.)» the fecond 
adminiftration of Solomon (€.19,20, zi.), the government of Sergius 
(c. 22, 13.), of Areoblndus (c. 24.)» the tyranny and death of Goniharia 
(c. 25, %6, 27, 28.) ; nor can 1 difcem any fymptomt of |l«itery or malevo- 
IfOfp in hi« various portr^iti* 

had 
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CHAP, had imbibed the do£trines, and were inftigated by 
the clergy^ of the Arian fed ; and the caufe of per- 
jury and rebellion was fanftified by the difpenfing 
powers of fanaticifm. The Arians deplored the 
ruin of their church, triumphant above a century 
In Africa ; and they were juftlyl provoked by the 
laws of the conqueror, which interdicted the bap« 
tifm of their children and the exercife of all reli- 
gious worfliip. Of the Vandals chofen by Bell* 
farius, the far greater part, in the honours of the 
Eaftern fervice, forgot their country and, religion. 
But a generous band of four hundred obliged the 
mariners, when they were in fight of the ifle of 
Leibos, to alter their courfe : they touched on Pelo* 
ponnefus, ran aihore on a defert coafl: of Africa, 
and boldly ereded, on mount Aurafms,, the fland- 
ard of independence and revolt. While the 
troops of the province difclaimed the command of 
their fuperiors, a confpiracy was formed at Carthage 
againft the life of Solomon, who filled with honour 
the place of Belifarius ; and the Arians had pbufly 
refblved to facrifice the tyrant at the foot of the 
altar, during the awful myfteries of the feltival of 
Eafter* Fear or remorfe retrained the daggers 
of the aflfaflins, but the patience of Solomon em- 
boldened their difcontent ; and at the end of tea 
days, a furious fedition was kindled in the Circ^is, 
which defolated Africa, above ten years* The pil- 
lage of the city, and the indifcriminate flaughcer of 
its inhabitants, were fufpended only by darknefs, 
fleep, and intoxication : the governor, with fcven 
companions, among whom was the bidorian Fro- 
copius, efcaped to Sicily : two thirds of the army 

verf 
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Were involved in the guilt of treafon ; and eight chap. 
thourand infurgents, affembling in the field of Bulla, ^^"** 
clefted Stoza for their chief, a private foldier, who 
poffefled in a ftiperior degree the virtues of a rebeU 
Under the malk of freedom, his eloquence could 
lesAy or at leafl: impel, the paflions of his equals. 
He raifed himfelf to a level with* Belifarius, and 
the nephew of the emperor, by daring' to encounter 
them in the field ; and the viftorious generals were 
xompelled to acknowledge, that Stoza deferved a 
purer caufe and a more legitimate command, 
Vanquiflied in battle, he dexteroufly employed the 
arts of negociation ; a Roman army was feduced 
from their allegiance, and the chiefs who had 
trufted to his faithlefs promife were murdered by 
his order in a church of Numidia. When every 
refource, either of force or perfidy, was exhaufted, 
Stoza, with fome defperate* Vandals, retired to the 
wilds of Mauritania, obtained the daughter of a 
Barbarian prince, and eluded the purfuit of his 
enemies, by the report of his death. The per- 
(bnal weight of Belifarius, the rank, the fpirit, and 
the temper, of Germanus, the emperor's nephew, 
and the vigour and fuccefs of the fecond admmi- 
illation of the eunuch Solomon, reftored the 
siodefty of the camp, and maintained for a while 
the tranquillity of Africa. But the vices of the By- 
zantine court were felt in that diftant province ; 
the troops complained that they were neither paid 
nor relieved, and as foon as; the public diforders 
•were fufficicntly mature, Stoza was again alive, 
in arms, and at the gates af Carthage. He fell in 

a fingle 
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q H A p. a fingle combat, but be fmiled ia the agonids of 
s.,...v-^ death, when he va& informed that his own javelin 
had reached the heart of his antagonift. The ex* 
ample of Stoza, and the alTurance that a fortunate 
ioldier had been the firft king» encouraged the 
ambition of Gontharis, and he promifed, by a 
private treaty, to divide Africa with the Moors, 
i£^ with their dangerous aid, he ihould afcend the 
throne of Carthage* The feeble Areobindus, 
unfldlled in the affairs of peace and war, was raifed 
by his marriage with the niece of Juftinian, to the 
office of Exarch. He was fuddenly opprefled by 
a fedition of the guards, and his abje£t fupplica- 
lions, which provoked the contempt, could not 
move the pity, of the inexorable tyrant. After a 
reign of thirty days, Gontharis himfelf was ftabbed 
at a banquet by the hand of Artaban ; and it is 
fingular enough, that an Armenian prince, of the 
iroy^l fairly of Arfaces, fhould re-eftablifli at Car- 
thage the authority of the Roman empire. In the 
confpiracy which uniheathed the dagger of Brutus 
againft the life of Cadar, every circumftance is 
curious and important to the eyes of pofterity: 
but the guilt or merit of thefe Ipyal or rebellk)us 
aiiaffins could intereft only the contemporaries of 
Procopius, who, by their hopes and fears, their 
friendlhip or refentment, were perfonally engaged 
in the revolutions of Africa \ 

* Yet I muft not rcfufc him the merit of painting, m lively coloorj, ihr 
morder of Gonthvis* Ooe of the aflaflins attered a fenilment not uowiv- 
thy of a Romafi patriot : <Mf i fail»** (aid Artalires, <' ia the firil ftrakc* 
«* kill me oa the fpot, left the rack ihould cxion a dircovery of my accom- 
«* pliccs.** 

That 
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That cotiniSy wai rapK^^ tiflkSftg *i withe: ftafe c h a^r 
of barbai^ifm, from whdheii' tl had b^M nofcd by vj^f;^ 
the Phoenician coIbriHfe iricl * Kbrfislii hmz ind ^^cmS^ 
every ftep of Inteftini aiflteid was mafrked by fome a. d. * 
deplorable vrflory bf favag* maft- ev*f; iii^iliaed 5*^"""». 
fociety. The' Moors*, tfibdgli't^otai^t of |aftice, 
were Iiripatieitt of oppf^fFiOTJt : thcSt vilgtahf Bfe and 
boiindiefs wi^demeft i^fapfxft^ed the armsi ind 
eluded the chains^' *df a* tfohqiicrot ; ahd 'eirpetv- 
encc had Aewn, thkt hMffiet^ oaths nor obBgtttl6fl§ 
coul^ fecure'the fidelity of Aeif -^tathitient. Th# 
viiStory of 'itiount'^Atlras^ liad dwd ' them- inte 
ihomeritafy fubmlteptl;j btti if'theyrefpe£b4d the' 
charafter of Sol6mori, they Hated imd Sefpifed the 
pride and luxury (^f hS tl^9 nephews, CytiisanSf 
Sergias, .<^ AvhdAi thrfr intcie had * ihiprudentiy 
beftowed tlbe provfncfei'jgoVirttttents of Tripoli ahS 
PehtapdTis. A Mborffli ttifee ehcamjied under At 
tvaiUs bf Lepti^, to renfewth^r alliance, «id receive 
from the governor the ciiftbihary gifts. Fourfcord 
of their deputies were ihtrbduced as friends i)(ito 
(he city; but on 'the dark fufpcion of aconfpi* 
racy, they were tnaflacred aL the table of Sergius ; 
4nd the cbmbur of arms and revenge was re-echosd , 
through the "tallies of mount Atlas, from both 
Tthe Syrtes 16 thfe Atiantrc oceafn. A perfonal 
injury, the unjuft execution or murder of his brother, 
rendered Antalus the enemy of the Romans* The 
defeat of the Vandals had formerly fignalized his 

S Tb» MooriOi wan are occafionally introduced into the narfatlTe o( 
Procopiat (Vandal. ]. II c 19^x3. s 5. 27, aS. Gothic. 1. i¥. c. 17.) ; m4 
Theophanet %dili ibine prorperoos and atdveife events in the lafl yearft •( 
f iiiliiiuuib 

• valour; 
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CHAP, valour ; tke rudiaotents of jtiQifcc and prudence tirere 
XLiii. gjji ^^^^ eoafpicuour in. a Afoor ; and while he 
laid Adrun^etum tb aibes^ he calmly admpnifhed 
the emperor that the peac<; of Africa might be 
fecured by the recal of Solomopi and his unworthy 
nephews; . The ezarth led forth his. troops from 
Carthage : but, at the diftance of fix ^ays' journey 
in the neighbourhood of Tiebefle\ he was afto- 
sUhcd by the Aiperior numbers an4 fierce afped 
of the Barbarians. He proppled a treaty ; foKcited 
a reconciliation ; and offered ^ bind hi^felf by the 
moft folemn oaths. '* By what .oaths cw he bind 
^< himfelf V* interrupted the indignant Moon. 
•* Will he fw^ar by the gofpels^ the, divine books 
^ of the Chriftians ? It was on. thofe books that 
^ the faith of his nephew 3ergius w^s pledged to 
^ eighty of our innocent and unfortunate brethren. 
^ Before wfs truft chenra lecond tiqde, let ys try 
**. their efficacy in the chaftifement of perjury and 
** the vindication of their own honour.** Their ho-j 
nour was vindicated in the field of Tebefte, by the 
death of Solomon, and the total lofs of his anny« 
The arrival of frefh troops and more ikilful com- 
jnanders, foon checked the infolence of the Moor^t 
feventeen of their princes were.flain in the fame 
battle ; and the doubtful and tranfient fubmiilion 



4 Now Tibf ai» in tho kto^om of Algiers. It is watered by a rit^r, th# 
Sujcrafs, wliich falls into the Mcjerda {Bu^siMi). Tibefh ia'ftill ranartc 
Able for its wall:^ of large ftoAes (Kkd thc'CelicuiQ of RomeJ, « fooMM sad 
a grove of walnut-trees r the country is fruitful, and the neii^hbouring Bere- 
bcies are warlike. It appears from an infcription^ that under the reisn «C 
Adrl<:n9 the road from Carthage to Ttrbeile was conAruAcd b/ the third 
legion (Marmol. Pefcrlption de TAfiriquej torn, xu p. 442, 443. Sfaaw*s 
Travels, p. 64, 65, 66.), 
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of thtat tribes was cdebrated with Ixrifb apt>lauie chap. 
by the people of Conftaodnople* Sucoeffire in* t_^,-,!o- 
ix)ads had reduced che province oS Africa to one 
third of the m^afure of Italy) yet the Roman ern^ 
perord tontinucd to rqiga above a cenlury over 
Carthage, and the fruitful coaft of the Mediter^ 
raneau. But the vidorieft and the ioffes of Jufti- 
nian were jalike pertacious to mankind ; and fqch 
was the defolation of Africa, that in many pans a 
ftranger might zander vHiole days vkfaost meeting 
the £iGe either c^ a friend or an enemy. The na* 
tion of the Vandals had dtfappeared : they once 
amonnted to an hundred and (uty thoitfand irar« 
liors, without including the children, the womcn^ 
or the flaves* Jlieir numbers were infiniteiy fur^^ 
paffed. by the number of the Moorifli families ex- 
mpated in a rekotlofs war ; and the fame deftruj^oi 
HESS netaliaited on d^ Romans and their allies, who 
pertfhed by the iclimate, their mutual quarrels, and 
the rage of the Barbarians. When Procopius firft 
landed, he admired the populoufnefs of die xddes 
and couotry, firenuoufly Cixercifed in the labours of 
conuncroe and agricukore. La lefs than twenty 
|9eavs, dutt i>ttfy foene was converted into a filent 
falitttde; the wealthy citizens Scaped to Sicily an4 
Conftantinopk ; and the fecret hiftoriw has con» 
fidently affirmed, t^ac five millions of Africans 
\VffCTG fontiimed by the wars and government of the 
empefor Jirfliman ^ 

The jealouFy of the Byzantine court had not Revoieof 
.pennkted Beltfarius to atchieve the conqueft of a.^d.^oI 

5 ProcopittSy Anecdoti c. jS. The feries of the African hiftoryattefts 
ihls mtUnclioly truth. 

Vol. VII. A a Italy : 
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CHAP. Italy : and his abrupt departure re^Y^ the cou- 
^""" rage of the Goths *, who refpefted his gemus, his 
virtue, and even the laudable motive which had 
urged the fervant of Juftinian to deceive and re- 
ject them. They had loft their kmg (an incon* 
fiderable lols), their capital, thdr treafures, the 
provinces from Sicily to the Alps, and the mili- 
tary force of two hundred thoufand Barbarians, 
magnificently equipped with horfes and arms. 
Yet all was not loft, as long as Pavia was defended 
by one thoufand Goths, infpired by a fenfe of 
honour, the love of freedom, and the memory of 
their paft greatnefs. The fupreme command was 
unanimouily offered to the brave Uraias ; and it 
was in his eyes alone that the difgrace of his uncle 
Vitiges could appear as a reafon of ezclufion. His 
voice inclined the eledion in &vour of Hldibald, 
whofe perfonal merit was recommended by the vaiii 
hope that his kinfman Theudes, the Spanifh mo- 
narch, would fupport the common intereft of the 
Gothic nation. The fuccefs of his arms in Ligu- 
ria and Venetia feemed to juftify their choice ; but 
he foon declared to the wo^ld, that he Was inca* 
pable of forgiving or commanding his benefaftor. 
The confort of Hildibald was deeply wounded by 
the beauty, the riches, and the pride of the wife 



* Inthefecond (c. 30.) and third books (0.1—40.), Procopios con- 
tinues the hiftory of the Gothic «rar from the fiftii to the fifteenth year of 
Juiliaian. As the events are left intcrefting than in the former period, he 
allots only half the fpace to double the time. Jomandes, and tht Cbraaide 
of Marcellinus, afford fome colUieral bints. Sigonlus, Fagi| Mvntodi 
Mafeouj and De Buat^are ufeful, and have been ufed. 
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of Uf aias ; and the death of that virtuous patriot c ha p- 
excited the indignation of a free people. A bold ^^--' . --^■^ 
aflafGn executed their fentence, by ftriking off the 
head of Hildibald in the midft of a banquet : the 
Rugians, a foreign tribe, aflumed the privilege of 
eledion ; and Totila, the nephew of the late king, 
was tempted, by revenge, to deliver himfelf and 
the garrifon of Trevigo into the hands of the Ro- 
mans. But the gallant and accomplifhed youth 
was eafily perfuaded to prefer the Gothic throne 
before the fervice of Juftinian ; and as foon as the 
palace of Pavia had been purified from the Rugian 
ufurper, he reviewed the national force of five 
thoufand foldiers, and generoufly undertook the 
reftoration of the kingdom of Italy. 

The fucceflbrs of Belifarius, eleven generals of viaories of 
equal rank, neglefted to crulh the feeble and dif- oftlVyl^'*' 
united Goths, till they were roufed to a£tion by am>. 
the progrefs of Totila and the reproaches of Jufti- 
nian. The gates of Verona were fecretly opened 
to Artabazus, at the head of one hundred Perfians 
in the fervice of the empire. The Goths fled 
from the city. At the diftance of fixty furlongs 
the Roman generals halted to regulate the divifion 
of the fpoil. While they difputed, the enemy dif- - 
covered the real number of the viftors : the Per- 
fians were inftantly overpowered, and it was by 
leajMng from the wall that Artabazus preferved a 
life which he loft in a few days by the lance of a 
Barbarian, who had defied him to (ingle combat. 
Twenty thoufand Romans encountered the forces 
of Totila, near Faenza, and on the hills of Mu- 
gello^ of the Floreatine territory. The ardour of 

A a a freed- 
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c H^ AV> freedmen, who fought to regain their country, was 
oppofed to the languid temper of mercenary 
troops, who were even deftiture of the merits of 
ftrong and well-difciplined fervitude. On the firft 
attack they abandoned thdr enfigns, threw down 
their arms, and difpcrfed on all fides with an active 
Ipeed, which abated the lofs, vvhilft it aggravated 
the fhame, of their defeat. The king of the Goths 
who bluihed for the bafenefs of his enemies, pur- 
fued with rapid fteps the path of honour and 
viftory, Totila paffed the Po, traverfed the 
Apennine, fufpended the important conqueft of 
Ravenna, Florence, and Rome, and marched 
through the heart of Italy, to form the fiege, or 
rather blockade, of Naples. The Roman chiefs, 
imprifcned in their refpeftive cities, and accufing 
each other of the common difgrace, did not pre- 
fiime to difturb hi& enterprife. But the emperor, 
alarmed by the diftrefs and danger of his Italian 
conquefts, difpatched to the relief of Naples a fleet 
of gallies and a body of Thracian and Armenian 
ibldiers. They landed in Sicily, which yielded its 
copious (lores of provifions ; but the delays of the 
new commander, an unwarlike magiftrate, pro- 
traded the fufferings of the befieged ; and the 
fuccQurs, which he dropt with a timid and tardy 
hand, were fucceflively intercepted by the armed 
•veiTds (lationed by Totila in the bay of Naples. 
The principal officer of the Romans was dragged, 
with a rope round his neck, to the foot of the 
wall, from whence,' with a trembling voice, he 
exhorted the citizens to implore, like himfeif, the 
fioercy of the conqueror. They requefted « tnic^ 

with* 
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I 

with a promife of furrcndering the city, if no efkc* € n a P; 
tual relief fhould appear at the end of thirty days« ^.-^.^^ 
Inftead of one month, the audacious Barbarian 
granted diem threej in the jufl: confidence that 
famine would anticipate the term of their capitu* 
lation. After the reduAion of Naples and Cumse; 
the provinces of Lucania, Apulia, and Calabrk', 
fubmitted to the king of the Goths. Totila led 
his army to the gates of Rome, pitched bis camp 
at Tibur, or Tivoli, within twenty miles of tfa^ 
capital, and calmly exhorted the fenate aad people 
to compare the tyranny of the Greeks with the 
bleiSngs of the Gothic reign. 

The rapid fuccefs of Totila may be partly contraftof 
afcribed to the revolution which three years' ex^ virtue? 
rience had produced in the fentiments dfthelta^ 
lians. At the command, or at leaft in the namd, 
of a Catholic emperor, the pope % their fpiritual 
father, had been torn from the Roman churdt, 
and either ilarved or murdered on a defolate iflahd^. 
The virtues of Belifarius were replaced by the vS- 
rious or uniform vices of eleven chiefs, at Romd, 
Ravenna, Florence, Perugia, Spoleto, &c, wBb 
abofed their authority for the indulgence of luft 
or avarice. The improvement of the revenue 
was committed to Alexander, a fubtle fcribe, long 



7 Sylverlus, hifliop of Rome, was firft tranfportcd to Patara, in Lycia, 
and at length (larvcd (fub eorum cuftodiS inedia confedus) in theifle of Pal- 
maria, A. D. 538, June 20 (Liberat. in Breviar. c. za* Anaftalius, in 
Syhmrio. fiaronius, A. D. 540. No. 2, 3. Pagi, in Vit. Pont. torn. i. p. i%$f 
286.). Procopius (Anecdot. c. i.) accufes only the emprefs and Antonina. 

s P^hnartay a fmall Ifland, oppofite to Tarracina and the coaft of the 
V^lfci (Cluver, laU Antiq. i. uL c. 7. p. ioi4.)« 
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XLUI. 



pnJEbifed in the fraud and opprefGon of the Byzan« 
tine fchools ; and whofe name of PfaUiSimj the 
fciffars % was drawn from the dextrous artifice with 
which he reduced the iize, without defacing the 
figure, of the gold coin* Inftead of expe^ing the 
yeftbration of peace and induflry, he impofed an 
heavy afleflment on the fortunes of the Italians. 
Yet his prefent or future demands were lefs odious 
than a profecution of arbitrary rigour againft the 
perfons and property of all thofe, who, under the 
Gothic kings, had been concerned in the receipt 
and expenditure of the public money. The fub- 
jeAs of Juftinian, who efcaped thefe partial vexa^ 
tions, were epprefled by the irregular maintenance 
of the foldiers, whom Alexander defrauded and 
defpifed ; and their hafty fallies in queft of wealth, 
or fubfiftence, provoked the inhabitants of the 
country to await or implore their deliverance from 
the virtues of a Barbarian. Totila '* was chafte 
and temperate; and none were deceived, either 
friends or enemies, who depended on his faith or 
bis clemency. To the hufbandmen of Italy the 
Gothic king iflued a welcome proclamation, en- 
joining them to purfue their important labours, 
and to reft alTured, that, on the payment of the or^ 
binary taxes, they fhould be defended by his va* 
lour and difcipline from the injuries of war* The 

9 As the Logothete Alei^ander, and moft of his civil and milftaij ccl- 
leagncs, were either difgniced or defpifed, Che inic of the Anecdotes (c 4, 5. 
iS ) is fcarcely bUcker tlian that of the Gothic Hiftory (L iii* c* t. 3^ 4. }• 

10 Procopiuf (l.iii. c. s. S, &c.) does ample and wiilisg juftke to tlie 
merit of Totila. The Roman htitorians, from Salluft and T^tuty wcrt 
liappy to forget the vices of their eountrymf a in the cootnnplatlon ai Bar- 
^ip yirtije. 
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ftroDg towns he fuccd&vely attacked ; and as foon chap. 
2S they had yielded to his arms^ he demolifbed the 
Unifications ; to fave the people from the calami- 
ties of a future fiege, to deprive the Romans of 
the arts of defence, and to decide the tediojis quar- 
rel of the two nations^ by an equal and honourable 
confliA in the field of battle. The Roman captives 
and deferters were tempted to enlid in the fervice 
of a liberal and courteous adverfary ; the flaves 
were attracted by the firm and faithful promife, that 
they ihould never be delivered to their mailers ; 
and from the thoufand warriors of Pavia^ a new 
people, under the fame appellation of Gpths, was 
infenfibly formed in the camp of Totila. He 
fincerely accompliflied the articles of capitulation, 
without feeking or accepting any finifter advantage 
from ambiguous exprefiions or unforefeen events; 
the garrifon of Naples had ftipula ted, that they (houl4 
be tranfported by fea ; the obftinacy of the .winds 
prevented their voyage, but they were generoufly 
fupplied with horfes, provifions, and a fafe-conduft 
to the gates of Rome. The wives of the fenatots, 
who had been furprifed in the villas of Campania, 
were reftored, without a ranfom, to their bufbands ; 
the violation of female chaftity was inexorably 
chaftifed with death ; and, in the falutary regula- 
tion of the diet of the famiftied Neapolitans, the 
conqueror affumed the office of an humane and 
attentive phyfician. The virtues bf Totila are 
equally laudable, whether they proceeded from 
true policy, religious principle, or the inftinft of 
humanity : he often harangued his troops ; and it 
was his conftant theme, that national vice and ruin 
A a 4 are 
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CHAP, arc tokpknhlj cana^&ed; that vidory n the fruit 
.J^^/i^ of moral as well as military virtue f and tbat the 
prince, . and even the people, are relponflble for 
the crimes vbich they negkft to punifli« 
Second Tije cetum of Beliiarius to fave the country 

ofBcUfaiiut tirhich be had fubdued, tieas preffed with equal 
*"!a.d. vehemence by his friends and enemies; and the 
544—54*- Gothic war was impofed as a truft of an ejpile on 
the veteran commander. An hero on the banks 
pf the Euphrates, a Have in the palace of Conftanr 
tinople, he accepted, with reluftance, the painful 
talk of fuppofrting his own reputation, and retriev- 
ing the faults of his fucceflbrs. The fea was open 
to the Romans: the (hips and foldiers were af- 
fembled at Salona, near the palace of Diocletian : 
he refreflied and reviewed his troops at Pola in 
^ftria, coafted round the head of the Hadriatic, 
etitered the port of Ravenna, and difpatched orders 
rather than fupplies, to the fubordlnate cities. His 
firft public oration was addrefled to the Goths and 
Romans, in the name of the emperor, who had 
fufpended for a while the conqueft of Perfia, and 
liftened to the prayers of his Italian fubjefts. He 
gently touched on the caufes and the authors of 
the recent difafters j driving to remove the fear of 
puniflimeut for the paft, and the hope of impunity 
for the futijre, and labouring, with more zeal 
than fuccefs, to unite all the members of his go- 
vernment in a 6rm league of afleflion and obe- 
dience. Juftinian, his gracious mafter, was in- 
clined to pardon and reward ; and it was their in- 
* tereftj^ as well as duty, to reclaim their deluded 

3 brethrenjj 
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brethren, who had been feduced by the arts of the ^"u^,*** 
uforper. Not a man was tempted to defett the 
ftandard of the Gothic king« Belifarius foon dif-^ 
covered, that he was fent to remain the idle and 
impotent fpe^tator of the glory of a youn^ Barba* 
rian ; and his own epiftle exhibits a genuine and 
lively pidure of the diftrefs of a noble mind. 
** Moft excellent prince, we ?re arrived in Italy^ 
^' deftkute of all the necefiary implements of war^ 
^ men, horfes, arms, and money. In our late 
" circuit through the villages of Thrace and Illyri* 
^^ cum, we hav^ colie£ked, with extreme difficulty, 
^^ about four thoufand recruits, naked, and un^ 
^' (killed in the ufe of weapons and the exercifiss of 
^^ the camp* The foldiers already ftationed in 
^* the province are difcontented, fearful^ and dtfl 
^^ mayed ; at the found of an enemy, they did 
(^ mtfs their horfes, and caft their arms on the 
^' ground. No taxss can be raifed, fince Italy i« 
^' in the hands of the Barbarians ; the failure of 
*' payment has deprived us of the right or conu 
^* mand, or even of admonition. Be afluted, 
^^ dread fir, that the greater part cf your troops 
^' have already deferted to the Goths* If the war 
^* could be atchieved by the pre£esnce of Bcliia« 
^' rius alone, your wiihes are fatisfied ; Belifarius 
^« is in the midft of Italy. But if you defire to 
<^ conquer, far other preparations are requisite i 
^< without a military force, the title of general is 
/« an empty name. It would be expedient to 
•^ reftore to my fervice my own veterans and domd*- 
^* tic guards. Before I can take the field, I muft 
»? receive an adequate fupply of light and heavy 

** armed 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^' armed troops ; and it is only with ready money 
^' that you can procure the indifpenfible aid of a 
" powerful body of the caviJry of the Huns "." An 
officer in whomBeliiarius confided was fent ftom Ra- 
venn^to haften and condud the fuccours ; but the 
xneflage was neglected, and the meflenger was detam* 
ed at Conftantinople by an advantageous marriage. 
After his patience had been exhaufted by delay and 
dtlappointment, the Roman general repaflfed the 
Hadriatic, and expedted at Dyrrachium the arriTal 
of the troops, which were flowly aflembled among 
the fubjeds and allies of the empire. His powers 
were ftill inadequate to the deliverance of Rome, 
which was clofely befieged by the Gothic king. 
The Appian way, a march of forty days, was 
covered by the Barbarians ; and as the prudence of 
Belifarius declined a battle, he preferred the iafe 
and fpeedy navigation of five days from the coaft 
of Epirus to the mouth of the Tyber. 

After reducing, by force or treaty, the towns 
of inferior note in the midland provinces of Italy, 
Totila proceeded, not to affault, but to encom- 
pafs and ftarve, the ancient capital. Rome was 
afliifted by the avarice, and guarded by the valour, 
of Beffas, a veteran chief of Gothic extradion, who 
filled, with a garrifon of three thoufand foldiers, 
the fpacious circle of her venerable walls. From 
the diftrefs of the people he extraded a profitable 
trade, and fecretly rejoiced In the continuance of 



II ProGopittSy I. iii. c. ia. The foul of an hero is deeply icnpRflTed on 
the letter ; nor can v/e confound fuch genuine' and original a^ with ^ 
elaborate and often empty fpeccbes of the Byzantine hiftorlans. 
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the liege. It was for his txk that the granaries had chap. 
been replenifhed ; the charity of Pope Vigilius had 
purehafed and embarked an ample fupply of Sici- 
lian com ; but the vefTels which efcaped the Bar* 
barians were feized by a rapkcious governor^ who 
imparted a fcanty fuftenance to the foldiers, and 
ibid the remainder to the wealthy Romans. The 
medimnus, or fifth part of the quarter of wheat, 
was exchanged for feven pieces of gold ; fifty 
pieces were given for an ox^ a rare and accidehtad 
prize $ the progrefe of famine enhanced this exor« 
bitant value, and the mercenaries were tempted to 
deprive themfelves of the allowance which was 
fcarcely fufficient for the fupport of life. A tafte- 
lefs and unwholefonie mixture, in which the bran 
thrice exceeded the quantity of flour, appeafed the 
hunger of the poor : they were gradually reduced 
to feed on dead horfes, dogs, cats, and mice, and 
eagerly to fnatch the grafs, and even the nettles 
which grew among the ruins of the city. A crowd 
of fpe^res, pale and emaciated, their bodies op- 
prefled with difeafe, and their minds with defpair, 
furrounded the palace of the governor, urged, 
with unavailing truth, that it was the duty of a 
mafter to maintain his flaves, and humbly re- 
quefted, that he would provide for their fubfiilence, 
permit their flight, or command their immediate 
execution. Beflas replied, with unfeeling tranquil- 
lity, that k was impoflible to feed, unfafe to dif« 
jnUs, and unlawful to kill, the fubjefls of the em« 
peror. Yet the example of a private dtizen might 
haye fliewn his countrymen that a tyrant cannot 
withhold the privilege of death. Pierced by the 
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CHAP, cries of five children, who vainly called on their 
^-^v^ father for bread, he ordered them to follow his fteps, 
advanced with calm and filent defpair to one of 
the bridges of the Tyber, and, covering his face, 
threw himfeif headlong into the dream, in the pre- 
fence of his &mily and the Roman people. To 
the rich and pufillanimous, Beflas " fold the per* 
smffion of departure ; but the greateft pact of the 
fugitives expired on the public highways, or were 
intercepted by the flying parties of Barbarians. la 
the meanwhile, the artful governor foothed the 
difcontent, and revived the hopes, of the Romans, 
by the vague reports of the fleets and armies which 
were haftening to their relief from the extremitiea 
of the £aft. They derived more rational <;omfbrt 
from the aiTurance that Belifarius had landed at the 
port; and, without numbering his forces, they 
firmly relied on the humanity, the courage, and the 
ikill of their great deliverer. 
^^'^ 'the forefight of Totila had raifed obftacles 
worthy of fuch an antagonift. Ninety furlongs 
below the city, in the narroweft part of the river, 
he joined the two banks by ftrong and folid 
timbers in the form of a bridge ; on which he 
erefted two lofty towers, manned by the bravcft of 
bis Goths, and profufely ftored with miffile wea« 

t& The avarice of Beflas is not diflemUcd by Procoptas (1. Hi. c 17. aa). 
He expiated the lofs of Rome by the glorious conqueft of Petraea (Goth. L iv. 
c. rs.) : but the fame vices foUowed him from the Tyber to che Phafii 
(c 13.) i ^"^ *^^ hiftorian is equally true to the merits and dcfe^ of Ms 
chara^er* The chaftifement which the author of tfie romance of Mdtjdrt 
has infliOcd on the oppre/for of Rome Is aioie ai^rceabie to julUce than to 
hiftory. 
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pOtfs and engines of offence. The approach of c h a v. 
the bridge and towers was covered by a (Irong and 
malTy chain of iron ; and the chain, at either end, 
on the oppofite fides of the Tyber, was defended 
by a numerous and chofen detachment of archers. 
But the enterprife of forcing thefe barriers, and 
relieving the capital, difplays a (hining example of 
the boldnefs and conduft of Belifarius. His ca« 
▼airy advanced from the port along the public 
road, to awe the motions, and di(lra£l the attention, 
of the enemy. His infantry and provifions were 
diftributed in two hundred large boats ; and each 
l)oat was fhielded by an high rampart of thitk planks, 
pierced with jnany fmall holes for the difcharge 
of miffile weap'ons. In the front, two large veffels 
were linked together to fuftain a floating caftle, 
which commanded the towers of the bridge, and 
contained a magazine of fire, fulphur, and bitu- 
men. The whole fleet, which the general led itt 
perfon, was laborioufly moved againft the current 
of the river. The chain yielded to their weighty 
and the enemies who guarded the banks were either 
flain or fcattered. As foon as they touched the 
principal barrier, the fire-fliip was inftantly grap- 
pled to the bridge J one of the towers with twa 
hundred Goths, was confumed by the flames ;. 
the affailants fbouted viftory j and Rome wa& 
faved, if the wifdom of Belifarius had not beett 
defeated by the mifcondud of his officers. He had 
previoufiy fent orders to Beflas to fecond his ope- 
jrations by a timely fally from the town ; and he 
•had fixed his lieutenant, Ifaac, by a peremptory 
command, to the ftation of the port.. But avarice 

rendered 



Digitized by 



Google 



3<J5 THE DECLINK AND PAtt 

CHAP, rendered Beflfas immoveable ; while the youthM 
^_^,-^ ardour of Ifaac delivered him into the bands of a 
fuperior enemy* The exaggerated rumour of his 
defeat was haftily carried to the ears of Belifarius : 
he paufed } betrayed in that fingle moment of his 
life feme emotions of furprife and perplexity ; and 
reluftantly founded a retreat to fave his wife Anto- 
nina» his treafures^ and the only harbour which 
he poiTeiTed on the Tufcan coaft. The vexation 
of his mind produced an ardent and almoft mortal 
fever ; and Rome was left without protection to 
the mercy or indignation of Totila. The con- 
tinuance of hodilities had ^embittered the national 
hatred, the Arian clergy was ignominioufly driven 
from Rome ; Pelagius, the archdeacon, retumect 
without fuccefs from an embaify to the Gothic 
camp ; and a Sicilian bifhop, the envoy or nuncio 
of the pope, was deprived of both his hands, for 
daring to utter falfehoods in the fervice of the 
church and ftate. 
jj^^ Famine had relaxed the ftrength and difdpline 

ttkeaby^ of the garrifon of Rome. They could derive no 
A. D. 546, efectual fervice from a dymg people ; and the 
*'' inhuman avarice of the merchant at length ab- 
forbed the vigilance of the governor. Four Ifau- 
rian centinels, while their companions flept, and 
their ofEcers were abfent, defcended by a rope from 
the wall, and fecretly propofed to the Gothic king 
to introduce his troops into the city. The offer 
was entertained with coldnefs and fufpicion ; they 
returned in fafety ; they twice repeated their vifit ; 
the place was twice examined ; the confpiraey was 
known and difregarded ^ and no fooner had Totih 
8 con- 
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Qmieoted to the attempt, than they unbarred the 
Aiinarian gate, and gave admittance to the Goths* 
Till the dawn of day they halted in order of battle* 
apprehenfive of treachery or ambufli; but the 
troops of Beflas, with their leader, had already 
efcaped ; and when the king was prefied to difturb 
their retreat, he prudently replied, that no fight 
could be more grateful than that of a flying enemy* 
The patricians, who were (till pofTefled of horfes, 
Decius, Bafilius, &c. accompanied the governor ; 
their brethren, among whom Olybrius, Oreftes; 
and Maziraus, are named by the hiftorian, took 
refuge in the church of St. Peter ; but the affer- 
tion, that only five hundred perfons remained in 
the capital, infpires fome doubt of the fidelity either 
of his narrative or of his text. As foon as day* 
fight had difplayed the entire victory of the Goths, 
their monarch devoutly viiited the tomb of the 
prince of the apoftles ; but while he prayed at the 
altar, twenty-five foldiers, and fixty citizens, were 
put to the fword in the veftibule of the temple. 
The archdeacon Pelagius '^ flood before him with 
the goijpels in his hand* ^' O Lord, be merci« 
« ful to your fervant.*' « Pelagius," faid Totila 
with an infulting fmile, ^^ your pride now conde* 
** fcends to become afuppliant." ^^lam a fuppliant," 
replied the prudent archdeacon ; '^ God has now 
<< made us your fubjefts, and as your fubjeds, 

^ S3 During the long exile, and after the death of Vlgilius, the Roman 
ctarcb was govemed» at firft by the archdeacon, and at length (AD. 55$^) 
bjr tha pope Felagius, who was not thought guiltkft of the fufferings of hia 
predeceflbr. See the original lives of the popts under the name ot Anaft^ 
Hqs (Muntoriy Script. Rer. Italicarum^ torn. ill. P. i. p. 130, 131), who 
relates ier«i«l ciirioat incideott of the £e|<a ef Rone and the war» of 
Italj^ 
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CHAP. <^ We are entitled to your cleaienqr.*' At hk 
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bumble prayer, tbe lives of the Romans were 
i^red ; and tbe chaftity of the maids and matrons 
was preferved inviolate from the paifions of the 
bongry foldiers;. But they were rewarded by the 
freedom of pillage, after the moil precious fpoils 
had been referved for tbe royal treafury. The 
boufes of the fenitors were plentifiiUy ftored with 
gold and filver; and the avarice of Beflas iiai 
laboured with fo much guilt and fl>arae far die 
benefit of the conqueror. In this revoiudon, tbe 
fons and daughters of Roman confuls tafted the 
mifery which they had fpumed or relieved » waa^^ 
^red in tattered garments through the ftfeets of 
tbe city, and begged their bread, perhaps without 
faccefs, before the gates of their hereditary man* 
lions. The riches of Rufticiafia, the daughter of 
Symmachus and widow of Boethius, had been 
generoufly devoted to alleviate the calamities of 
frimine. But the Barbarians were exafperated bf 
tbe report, that (he had prompted the people to 
DTcrtbrow the ftatues of the great Theodoric ; aid 
the life of that venerable matron woold have been 
lacrificed to his memory, if TotJIa had not 
refpe£ted her birth, her virtues, aad even the pitms 
motive of her revenge. The next thy he pro* 
ttounced two oratbns, to congratulate and vdmo^ 
nifli his vi&oriotts Goths, and to reproach the 
fenate, as the vileft of flaves, with their perjoryi 
folly, and ingratitude ; fternly declaring, that thar 
eftates and honours were jtiftly fbrfdted to the com- 
panions of his arms. Yet he confented to &xffU 
thfiir revolt/ and tbe imaten fepaid tis demescy 
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by diipatching circular letters to their tenants and chap. 
vaflak in the provinces of Italy, ftridly to enjoin ^"' 
them to defert the ftandard of the Greeks, to cul- 
tivate their lands in peace, and to learn from their 
matters the duty of obedience to a Gothic {ove^ 
reign. Againft the city which had fo long delayed 
the courfe of his vidories he appeared inexorable : 
one-third of the walls, in different parts, were de* 
molKhed by his command ; fire and engines pre<- 
pared to confume or fubvert the mod ftately works 
of antiquity : and the world was aftoniflied by the 
fatal decree, that Rome (hould be changed into a 
pafture for cattle. The firm and temperate re- 
monftrance of Bellfarius fufpended the execution ; 
he warned the Barbarian not to fully his fame by the 
deftruftion of thofe monuments which were the 
glory of the dead, and the delight of the living ; 
and Totila was perfuaded by the advice of an en5- 
my, to preferve Rome as the ornament of his 
kingdom, or the fairefl pledge of peace and recon* 
ciliation. When he had fignified to the amba&- 
dors of Belifarius, his intention of fparing the city, 
he ftationed an army at the diftance of one hundred 
and twenty furlongs, to obferve the motions of the 
Roman general. With the remainder of his forces, 
he marched into Lucania and Apulia, and occupied 
on the fummit of mount Garganus '^ one of the 

V4 Mount Oarganai, now Monte St. Angelo> in the kingdom of Naplfs» 
runs three baodred iladia into tbc Adriatic fea (Strab. 1. vi. p. 436. )j and 
In tbc darker aget was iUuftrated by the apparition, piracies, and church 
of St. Michael the archangel. Horace, a native of Apulia or Lucania, had 
feen the elms and oaks of Garganus labouring and bellowing with the north 
^ariiid that blew on that lofty coaft (Carm. ii. 9. £plft. iL i. aoi ). 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

camp of Hannibal '*• The fenators were dragged 
in his train, and afterwards confined in the fortrefTes 
of Campania: the citizens, with their wives and 
children, were difperfed in exile ; and during forty 
days Rome was abandoned to defolate and dreary 
folitudc •*. 

The lofs of Rome was fpeedily retrieved by an 
aftion, to which, according to the event, the public 
opinion would apply the names of raftinefs or he- 
roifm. After the departure of Totila, the Roman 
general fallied from the port at the head of a thou- 
fand horfe, cut in pieces the enemy who oppofed 
his progrefs, and vifited with pity and reverence 
the vacant fpace of the eternal city. Refolved to 
maintain a ftation fo confpicuous in the eyes of 
mankind, he fummoned the greateft part of his 
troops to the ftandard which he ereded on the 
Capitol : the old inhabitants were recalled by the 
love of their country and the hopes of food ; and 
the keys of Rome were fent a fecond time to the 
emperor Juftinian. The walls, as far as they had 
been demoliflied by the Goths, were repaired with 
rude and diflimilar materials; the ditch was reftored; 



>5 I cannot afctrtnln this particular camp of Hannibal j but tie PurJc 
^iMrtcrs were lung and o^ceo in ihe neislibourhood of Arpi (T. Liv. x»ii. 
9. iz. xxiv. 3. ^c.)* 

«6 Totila .... Romam ingrcditur . . • . ac cvcrtit muros domca 
aliquAntas i^ni coniburens, ac onincs Romanorutu res in prsdam acccpj, 
hoft ipfos Komanos in Campaniam captivo^ abiiuxiC. Pull qu^im dcvaita- 
tioncm, xl aut amphus ^i^%t Roma fuit ita dtfoiata> uc nrnio ibi hoaiotuA, 
nifi inuiU f ) bel^i.** nioraicniur ^laiccUin. iu Cluon p. 54..). 
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ifon fpikes '^ were profufely fcattered in the high- c h a p.- 
Ways to annoy the feet of the hprfes ; and as 
new gates could not fuddenly be procured^ the 
entrance was guarded by a Spartan rampart of his 
braveft foldiers. At the expiration of twenty-five 
days, Totila returned by hafty marches from Apu- 
lia, to avenge the injury and difgrace. Belifarius 
expected his approach,* The Goths were thrice 
repulfed in three general affaults; they loft the 
flower of their troops j the royal ftandard had al- 
nioft fallen into the hands of the enemy, and the 
fame of Totila' funk, as it had rifen, with the 
fortune of his arms. Whatever Ikill and courage! 
could atchieve, had been performed by the Ro- 
man general! it remained only, that Juftiniart 
fliould terminate, by a ftrong and feafonable ef- 
fort, the war which he had ambitioufly under- 
taken. The indolence, perhaps the impotence, of 
a prince who defpifed his enemies, and envied hi^ 
fervants, protrafled the calamities of Italy. After • 
a long filence, Belifarius was commanded to leave 
a fufficient garrifon at Rome, and to tranfport 
himfelf into the province of Lucania, whofe inha- 
bitants, inflamed by Catholic zeal, had caft away 
the yoke of their Arian conquerors. In thi^ 
ignoble warfare, the hero, invincible againft the 
power of the Barbarians, was bafely vatiquiflied by 
the delay, the dlfobedience, and the cowardice of 

*7 The trlbu/i are fmall engines with four fpikes, one fixed in the ground, 
the threeotticrsereftoradverfe (Procopius, Gothic. 1. iii. c. 24.Ju(l. LipfiUi, 
Poliorcciwy, 1. v. c. 3.). The nwi-iplior was borrowed from the tribuli 
(latid-caUropi), an herb with a priLkly fruit coiamcn in Italy (Martin, ad 
Virjil. Ocorgic. i. 153. voLii. p« 33}' 
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c j^j^l^j^' his own officers. He repofed in his winter-quar- 

v^*^y/*w ters of Grotona, in the full afliirance, that the two 

paflfes of the Lucanian hills were guarded by his 

cavalry. They were betrayed by treachery or 

weaknefs; and the rapid march of the Goths 

fcarcely allowed time for the efcape of Belifarius to 

the coaft of Sicily. At length a fleet and army were 

aflcmbled for the relief of Rufcianum, or Rof- 

fano '•, a fortrefs fixty furlongs from the ruins of 

Sybaris, where the nobles of Lucania had taken 

refuge. In the firft attempt, the 'Roman forces 

were diffipated by a ftorm. In the fecond they 

approached the (hore ; but they faw the hills covered 

with archers, the landing-place defended by a 

line of rpears, and the king of the Goths impatient 

for battle. The conqueror of Italy retired with 

a figh, and continued to languifli, inglorious and 

inadive, till Antonina, who had been fent to Con- 

(lantinople to folicit fuccours, obtained, after the 

death of the emprefs, the permiflion of his returQ. 

Final recai The five laft Campaigns of Belifarius might abate 

rius, *' the envy of his competitors, whofe eyes had been 

Sc'JenSer*. ^^t^zlcd and woundcd by the blaze of his former 

glory. Inftead of delivering Italy from the Goths, 

he had wandered like a fugitive along the coaft, 

without daring to march into the country, or to 

accept the bold and repeated challenge of Totila. 

Yet in the judgment of the few who could difcri- 

rt Rufcia, the navalr Thuriorum, was transferred to the^d'llafice of liiry 
Aadia to Kurcianum, Rcir*no, an archbiftiopric wltboui fufFragans. The 
n public of Sybaris is now the eOate of the duke of Corigliaoo (Riedelel, 
Travels into Magna Graecia and Sicily, p. i66«-i7i.)- 
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minate counfels from events, and compare the In- c h a p- 
ftruments with the execution, he appeared a more ^' ^' 
confummate mafter of the art of war, than in the 
feafon of his profperity, when he prefented two 
captive kings before the throne of Jadinian. The 
v^our of Belifarius was not chilled by age; his 
prudence was matured by experience, but the mo- 
ral virtues of humanity and judice feem to have 
yielded to the hard neceflity of the times. The 
parfimony or poverty of the Emperor compelled 
htm to deviate from the rule of conduft which had 
deferved the love and confidence of the Italians* 
The war was maintained by the oppreflion of Ra- 
venna, Sicily, and all the faithful fubjeds of the 
empire ; and the rigorous profecution of Herodian 
provoked that injured or guilty officer to deliver 
Spoleto into the hands of the enemy. The avarice 
of Antonina, which had been fometimes diverted 
by love, now reigned without a rival in her bread. 
Belifarius himfelf had always underftood, that 
riches, in a corrupt age, are the fupport and orna- 
ment of perfonal merit. And it cannot be pre- 
fumed that he ihouldftain his honour for the public 
fervice, without applying a part of the fpoil to his 
private emolument. The hero had efcaped the 
(word of the Barbarians, but the dagger of con- 
fpiracy"' awaited his return. In the midft of 
wealth and honours, Artaban, who had chadifed 
the African tyrant, complained of the ingratitude 
of courts. He afpired to Praejefla, the empe- 

>9 This conCpiracy is rolated by Procopiut (Gothic I. iii. c ^U 3<0 ^'^^^ 
fuch freedom and candour, that the liberty of the Anecdotes (ives him no- 
thlog to add. 
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Tor's niece, who wiftied to reward her deliverer ; 
but the impediment of his previous marriage was 
afferted \>y the piety of Theodora. The pride of 
royal defcent was irritated by flattery ; and the fer- 
vice in which he gloried, had proved him capable 
of bold and fanguinary deeds. The death of Jufti- 
X)ian was refolved, but the confpirators delayed 
the execution till they eould furprife Belifarius 
difarmed, and naked, in the palace of Conftan- 
tinople. Not a hope could be entertained of (bak- 
ing his long-tried fidelity ; and they juftly dreaded 
the revenge, or rather juftice, of the vQteyan ge- 
neral, who might fpeedily affemble an army in 
Thrace to punifti the affailins, and perhaps to en- 
joy the fruits of their crime. Delay afiForded time 
for rafli communications and honeft confeffions: 
Artaban and his accomplices were condemned by 
the fenate, but the e3?treme clemency of Juftinian 
detained them in the gentle confinement of the 
palace, till he pardoned their flagitious attempt 
againft his throne and life. If the emperor for- 
gave his enemies, he muft cordially embrace a 
friend whofe viftories were aloiie remembered, and 
who was endeared to his prince by the recent circum- 
ftance of rheir common danger. Belifarius repofed 
from his toils, in the high flatioq of general of 
the Eafi and count of the domeftics ; and the older 
^onfuls and patricians refpeflfully yielded the pre- 
cedency of rank to the peerlefs merit of the firft 
of the Romans *^ The f^rft of the Romans ftill 

fub- 

t-f> The honours of Belifarius are gladly commemorated hj his fecrctaiy 
(piocop. Goih. I iii. €.35. I iv. c. ai.)« The title of Srpamiyof u ill 
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iVibmitted to be the flave/ of his wife : but the chap. 

XLIII* 

fervitude of habit and afFeflion became lefs dif- v^^^-v*^ 
graceful when the death of Theodora had removed 
the bafer influence of fear* Joannina their daugh* 
ter, and the fole heirefs of their fortunes, was 
betrothed to Anaftafius the grandfon, or rather 
the nephew, of the emprefs", whofe kind inter- 
poHtion forwarded the confummation of their 
youthful loves. Bur the power of Theodora ex- 
pired, the parents of Joannina returned, and her 
honour, perhaps her happinefs, were facrificed to 
the revenge of an unfeeling mother, who diflblved 
the imperfeft nuptials before they had been ratified 
by the ceremonies of the church **. 

Before the departure of Belifarius, Perufia was Rome again 
befieged, and few cities were impregnable to the cothg/^ ^ , 
Gothic arms. Ravenna, Ancona, and Crotona, ^•^•549- 
flill refifted the Barbarians ; and when Totila afked 

tranflated, «tleaft in this inftance, by prcfedviftpnrtorio; and to a military 
charadicr, tnagifltr militum Is more proper and applicable (Ducange^ Glofl*« 
Grace, p. 14$', i459) 

*« Alcmannas (ad Hift. Arcnnam, p. 68.), Ducange (Famili« Byzant. 
p. 9X.), and Heineccius (HI(l. Jurin Civilis, p« 434*)» *'* ^^*"*^ reprefcnt 
Anaftafius as the fon of the ciaughtsr of Theodora j and their opinion firmly 
rcpoffs on the unaitbi^uous ieftimt)ny of Procopius (Anccdot. c. 4* 5.— 
QvystTfi^y twice repeated). And yet 1 will remark, i. That, in the year 
547, Tticodora could fcarcely have a grandfon of the age of puberty ; 1. That 
we are totally ingorant of this dauj^hier and her hulband ; and, 3. That 
Theodora concealed her baftards, and that her grandfon by Juftiman would 
have hcen heir apparent of chc empire. 

" The OLfja^fixroc, or fins, of tlic hero in Italy and after his return, 
arc manifelled aTrapaxaXirTTTis-, and moft piobably fwclled, by the author of 
rlic Anecdotes (c. 4, 5.)« Tiie defigns of Antonina were favoured by the 
fludtuatinj^ jurifprud^ncc of JuAinian. On the law of marriage and divorce, 
that cmptror w.js trocbo vcrfatiiior (Helncccius, Element. Jurit Civil, ad 
Cr^Inem P&nde^. P. i v. No. 233.). 
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CHAP, io myriage one of the daughters of VrdBCtj he 
was (lung by the juft reproach that the kk^ of 
Italy was unworthy of his title till it was acknow- 
ledged by the Roman people. Three chouiand of 
the braveft foldiers h^ been left to defend the 
capitaL On the fufpidon of a monopoly^ they 
maflacred the governor, and announced to Jufti* 
niany by a deputation of the clergy, that unle& 
their offence was pardoned, and their arrears were 
latisfied, they ihould inftantly accept the tempting 
offers of Totila. But the officer who fucceeded 
to the command (his name was Diogenes) de- 
ferved their efteem and confidence; and the 
Goths, inftead of finding an eafy conqueft, en- 
countered a vigorous refillance from the foldiers 
and people, who patiently endured the lofs of the 
port, and of all maritime fupplies. The fiege of 
Rome would perhaps have been raifed, if the li- 
berality of Totila to the Ifaurjans had not en- 
couraged fome of their venal countrymen to copy 
the example of treafon. In a dark night, while 
the Gothic trumpets founded on another fide, they 
fiiently opened the gate of St. Paul: the Bar- 
barians ru(hed into the city ; and the flymg gar- 
rifon was intercepted before they could reach the 
harbour of Centumcellas. A foldier trained in 
the fchool of Belifarius, Paul of Cilicia, retired 
with four hundred men to the mole of Hadrian. 
They repelled the Goths ; but they felt the ap- 
proacl^ of famine ; and their averfion to the tafte 
of horfe-flefli confirmed their refolution to rifk the 
event of a defperate and decifive fally. But their 
fpirijt infenfibly ftooped to the offers of capitula- 
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tion : they retrieved their arrears of pay, and pre- chap, 
ferved their arms and horfes, by enlifting in the 
fenrice of Totila; their chiefs, who pleaded a 
laudable attachment to their wives and children ia 
the Eaft, were difmifTed with honour ; and above 
four hundred enemies, who had taken refuge in 
the fanftuaries, were faved by the clemency of the 
▼idor. He no longer entertained a wifli of 
deftroying the edifices of Rome *% which he now 
refpedled as the feat of the Gothic kingdom : the 
fenate and people were reftored to their country ; 
the means of fubfiftence were liberally provided ; 
and Totila, in the robe of peace, exhibited the 
equeftrian games of the circus. Whilft he amufed 
the eyes of the multitude, four hundred veffels 
were prepared for the embarkation of his troops. 
The cities of Rhegium and Tarentum were 
reduced : he paffed into Sicily, the objeS of hid 
implacable refentment ; and the ifland was dripped 
of its gold and (ilver, of the fruits of the earth, 
and of an infinite number of horfes, flieep, and 
oxen. Sardinia and Corfica obeyed the fortune 
of Italy ; and the fea coaft of Greece was vifited 
by a fleet of three hundred gallies ^. The Goths 

^i The Romans were ftill attached to the monuments of their anceftors | 
and according to Procopius (Goih. 1. iv. c.22.}* the galley of /Eneas, of a 
fingle tank of oars, 25 feet in breadth, 120 in length, was prefer ved entire 
in the navoTiaf near Monte Teftaceo> at the foot of the Aventine (Nardin^ 
Koma Antica, 1. vll. c. 9. p. 466. Uonatus, Roma Antiqua, J. iv. c 13. 
P« 334* )• But ail antiquity is ignorant of this relic. 

H In thefe feas, Procopius fcarched without Aiccefs for the ifle of 
Calypfo. He was Hiewn, at Phaacla or Corcyra, the petrided ihip of 
UlyfTes (OdyflT. xiil. 163.) i hut he found it a recent fabric of many fto^ies, 
dedicated by a merchant to Jupiter Caflius (Lav. c. az.}. £uiUthius ha4 
fuppofed it to be tlie. fanciful Lkencfs of a r<»ck. 
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CHAP, were landed in Corcyra and the ancient cont'tnent 
^_j,-,— L« of Epirus ; they advanced as far as Nicopolis, the 
trophy of Auguftus, and Dodona *% once famous 
by the oracle of Jove. Jn every ftep of his vie* 
tories, tlie wife Barbarian repeated to Juftinian his 
defire of peace, applauded the concord of their 
predeceffors, and offered to employ the Gothic 
arms in the fervice of the empire. 
Frepara. Juftinian was deaf to the voice of peace ; but 

Juftinian bc ncgleftcd the profecution of war ; and the indo- 
c^thicwar, Icncc of his temper difappointed, in fome degree, 
549— 55»' ^^^ ^bftinacy of his paffions. From this falutary 
flumber the emperor was awakened by the pope 
Vigilius and the patrician Cethegus, who appeared 
before his throne, and adjured him, in the name 
of God and the people, to refume the conqucft 
and deliverance of Italy. In the choice of the 
generals, caprice, as well as judgment, was (hewn. 
A fleet and army failed for the relief of Sicily, 
under the conduft of Liberius ; but his want of 
youth and experience were afterwards difcovered, 
and before he touched the (bores of the ifland he 
was overtaken by his fucceffor. In the place of 
Liberius the confpirator Artaban was raifed from 
a prifon to military honours ; in the pious pre- 
fumption, that gratitude would animate his valour 
and fortify his allegiance. Belifarius repofed in 
the fliade of his laurels, hut the command of the 



»S M. d*AnvU]e (Memoires de TAcad. rom. xxxii. p. 5x3—528.) illnf- 
traces tht gulpli of Ambracia ; but he cannot afcenain the .fuuation of 
Dodona. A country in fight of Italy b leib known than the v.iid» of 
America. 
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principal army was referved for Germanus *% the c h a p, 
emperor's nephew, whofe rank and merit had 
b^en long depreffed by the jealoufy of the court, 
Theodora had injured him in the rights of a pri- 
vate citizen, the marriage of his children, and 
the teftament of his brother; and although his 
conduA was pure and blamelefs, Judinian was 
difpleafed that he Ihould be thought worthy of 
the confidence of the raalecontents. The life of 
Germanus was a leflbn of implicit obedience ;• he 
nobly refufed to proftitute his name and charader 
in the factions of the circus : the gravity of his 
manners was tempered by innocent cheerfulnefs ; 
and his riches were lent without inter^ft to indi- 
gent on deferving friends. His valour had for- 
merly triumphed over the Sclavonians of the 
Danube and the rebels of Africa : the firft report 
of his promotion revived the hopes of the Ita- 
lians ; and he was privately aflured, that a crowd 
of Roman deferters would abandon, on his 
approach, the ftandard of Totila. His fecond 
marriage with Malafontha, the grand- daughter of 
Theodoric, endeared Germanus to the Goths 
themfelves ; and they marched with reludance 
againft the father of a royal infant, the laft ofF- 
fpring of the line of Amali *^ A fplendid allow- 

a6 See the ads of Germanus in ^e public (Vandal, 1. ii. c. 16, 17, iS. 
Ootli. 1. iii. c. 31, 32.) and private hiftory (Anecdot. c 5.), and thofeof 
hie Co/) Juftin, in Agathias (1 iv. p. 130, I3(.)* Not^^'ithflanding an ambi* 
guous cxpreflion of Jornandes, fratri fuo, Alciiiannus has proved that, he 
Vras the fon of the emperor *s brotiter. 

' *7 Conjunfla Aniciorum gens cum Amala ftirpe fpem adhuc Qtriufqae 
generis promittit (Jornan^cs, c. 60. p. 703.). He wrote at Ravenna before 
the death of Totila. 
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CHAP, ance wa« affigned by the emperor ; the general 
K.^^^^^ contributed his private fortune ; his two fons were 
popular and active; and he fucpaifed, in the 
promptitude and fucccfs of his levies, the expeft- 
ation of mankind. He was permitted to feled 
fome fquadrons of Thracian cavalry : the vete- 
rans, as well as the youth of Conftantinople and 
Europe, engaged their voluntary fervice ; and 
as far as the heart of Germany, his fame and 
liberality attrafted the aid of the Barbarians. The 
Romans advanced to Sardica; an army of Scla« 
vonians fled before their march j but within two 
days of their final departure, the defigns of Ger- 
manus were terminated by his malady and death. 
Yet the impulfe which he had given to the Italian 
war ftill continued to aft with energy and eflFeft. 
The maritime towns, Ancona, Crotona, Cen- 
tumcellfe, refifted the aflaults of Totila. Sicily 
was reduced by the zeal of Artaban, and the 
Gothic navy was defeated near the coaft of the 
Hadriatic* The two fleets were almoll equal, 
forty-feven to fifty galHes : the viftory was decided 
by the knowledge and dexterity of the Greeks ; 
but the ihips were fo clofely grappled, that 
only twelve of the Goths efcaped fronx this 
unfortunate conflift. They afFefted to depreciate 
an element in which they were unflcilled, but their 
own experience confirmed the truth of a maxim^ 
that the mafier of the fea will always acquire the 
dominion of the land '^ 

»s The third book of Procopiui if tcrminaied by the death of Ceraunut 
(Add. i. iv. c. 23, 241 2^, z6.]. 
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After the lofs of Germanus, the nations were chap. 
provoked 'to fmile, by the ftrange intelligence, ^Jll^J^ 
that the command of the Roman armies was given char«acr 
to^n eunuch. But the eunuch Narfes * is ranked tion of the 
among the few who have refcued that unhappy Na"rfe$| 
name from the contempt and hatred of mankind. a.d. 55*. 
A feeble diminutive body concealed the foul of 
a ftatefman and a warrior. His youth had been 
employed in the management of the loom and 
diftaff, in the cares of the houfehold, and the 
fervice of female luxury ; but while his hands. 
were bufy, he fecretly exercifed the faculties of a 
vigorous and difcerning mind. A ft ranger to the 
fchools and the camp, he ftudied in the palace to 
diflemble, to flatter, and to perfuade j and as foon 
as he approached the perfon of the emperor, 
Juftinian liftened with furprife and pleafure to the 
manly counfels of his chamberlain , and private 
treafurer '°. The talents of Narfes were tried and 
improved in frequent embaflies ; he led an army 
into Italy, acquired a praSical knowledge of the 
war and the country, and prefumed to ftrive with 



*9 Pfocoplus relates the whole fcrlts of this fecond Gothic war and the 
victory of Narfet (J. iv. c. ax. a6— 35). A fplendid fcenc ! Among the 
iix fubjcds of epic poetry which Taffb revolved in his miud, he hefitate^ 
between the conquers of Italy by Belifarius and by Narfes (Hay ley's Works, 
vol.lv. p, 70.). 

30 Tlie country of Narfes is unknown, fince he mud not be confounded 
with the Perfarmenian. Frocopiqs ftyles him (Goth. 1. ii c. 13. SarTi>.uiif9 
XfnfJMruv rafjuacf ; Paul Warnefhd (1. ii. c. 3. p. 7760» Chanularius : . 
Marceilinus adds the name of Cubicularius. In an irfcription on the 
Salarian bridge he is entitled £x-conful, £x przpofitus, Cubicuii Fatriciusk 
(Mafcou, Hift. of the Germans, 1. xiii. c. »5.). The law of Theodotiu^ 
againit eunuchs was obfolete or abolithed (Annoution xx.) ; but the 
fooUih prophecy of the Romana fobfiiled an full vigour (Procop. L iy. 

the 
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CHAP, the genius of Belifarius, Twelve years after hU 

VI III o _ ^ 



xun 



return, the eunuch was chofen to atchieve the 
conqueft which had been left imperfeft by the firft 
of the Roman generals, Inftead of being dazzled 
by vanity or emulation, he fetioufly declared, that 
unlefs he were armed with an adequate force, he 
Would never confent to rifle bis own glory, and 
that of his fovereign. Juftinian granted to the 
favourite, what he might have denied to the hero : 
the Gothic war was rekindled from its aflies, and 
the preparations were not unworthy of the ancient 
majefty of the empire. The key of the public 
treafure was pur into his hand, to colleft maga- 
ziries, to levy foldiers, to purchafe arms and horfes, 
to difcharge the arrears of pay, and to tempt the 
fidelity of the fugitives and deferters. The troops 
of Germanus were (till in arms ; they halted at 
Salona in the expeflation of a new leader ; and 
legions of fubjecls and allies were created by the 
well-known liberality of the eunuch Narfes. The 
king of the Lombards ^' farisfied or furpafled the 
obligations of a treaty, by lending two thoufand 
two hundred of his braveft warriors, who were 
followed by three thoufand of their martial 
attendants. Three thoufand Heruli fought on 
horfeback under Philemuth, their native chief; 
and the noble Aratus, who adopted the manners 
and difcipline of. Rome, conduded a band of 



!■ Paul Wamefiid, the Lonr.bard, records with compliceticy theftrccour, 
fervicc, and honourable difmifTion of his country msn-*reit>ublicas Romanie 
Adverfus zmulos adjutorrs fuerant (1. ii. c. i. p- 774< ^dk. Grot.). I am 
f^irpriied i!^.at Almoin, tbtir martial kingi did not lead bts fubjeds in 
ptrfon. 

Tetcrans 
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Veterans' of the fame nation. Dagiftheus was ^3^^,^,^- 
releafed from prifon to command the Huns ; and 
Kobad, the grandfon and nephew of the great 
king, was confpicuous by the regal tiara at the 
head of his faithful Perfians, who had devoted them* 
felves to the fortunes of their prince '*. Abfolute 
in the exercife of his authority, more abfolute in 
the affeftion of his troops, Narfes led a numerous 
and gallant army from Philippopolis to Salona, 
from whence he coafted the eaftern fide of the 
Hadriatic as far the confines of Italy. His pro- 
grefs was checked. The Eaft could not fupply 
veffels capable of tranfporting fuch multitudes of 
men and horfes. The Franks, who, in the gene* 
ral confufion, had ufurped the greater part of the 
Venetian province, refufed a free paflage to the 
friends of the Lombards. The ftation of Verona 
was occupied by Teias, with the flower of the 
Gothic forces J and that fkilful commander had 
overfpread the adjacent country with the fail of 
woods and the inundation of waters ". In this per** 
plexity, an officer of experience propofed a meafure^ 
fecure by ihe appearance of ralhnefs ; that the Ro- 
man army (hould cautioufly advance along the fea- 
fhore, while the fleet preceded their march, and 

J* He was, if not an impoAor, the fon of the blind Zames, faved hy 
compalTion, and educated in the Byzantine court by the vinous motives of 
policy, pf.de, and gtnefofuy (Proccp. Pcriic. 1. i. c. 23.}. 

}l In the time ot Au,«;ui}u$, and in the- middle ages, the whole |||a(te 
from Aquiieia to Ravenna wa» covered With woods, i^kes, and morafles. 
Man has fubdued nature, and the Lsnd has been cuicivated, fince the watcr» 
«re confined aixi embanked. See tlie learned refearches of Muratori ( ^M\* 
qutac. Icalix mcdii /£vi, torn* i. diflert. xxi. p. 253) z54-)> ^^^^ Vitruvius^ 
$irabo, HetoJian, old chaitcra, and ic^l knowleJ|^f. 

fucceflively 
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CHAP, fucceflively caft a bridge of boats over the mouths 
^,^-^-^ of the rivers, the Timavus^ the Brenta, the Adige, 
and the Po, that fall iiuo the Hadriatic to the 
north of Ravenna* Nine days he repofed in the 
city, colleAed the fragments of the Italian army, 
and marched towards Rimini to meet the defiance 
of an infulting enemy. 
^^* •»*> The prudence of Narfes impelled him to fpcedy 
Totua, and decifive action. His powers were the hft 
July/ ^^*' effort of the (late : the coft of each day accumu- 
bted the enormous account; and the nation89 
untrained to difcipline or fatigue, might be rafhly 
provoked to ti^rn their arms againfl each other, or 
;igain(l their b'enefador. The fame confiderations 
might have tempered the ardour o£ Totila. But 
he was >confcious, that the clergy and people of 
Italy affpired to a fecond revolution: he felt or 
fufpe^ed the rapid progrefs of treafon, and he 
refolved to rifk the Gothic kingdom on the chance 
of a day, in which the valiant would be animated 
by inftant danger, and the difaffe6led might be awed 
by mutual ignorance* In his march from Ravennat 
the Roman general chaftifed the garrifon of Rimini, 
traverfed in a direft line the hills of Urbino, and 
re-entered the Flaminian way, nine miles beyond 
the perforated rock, an obftacle of art and nature 
which might have ftopped or retarded his pro- 
grefs '*. The Goths were affembled in the neigh- 
bourhood 



H The Flamlrian way, as h is coireAcd from the Itineraries, and the 
bed modern maps, by d^Anvilie (Analyfe de TluUe, p. 147— i6a}, maf 
be (bus ftated : Romi co Namij 51 Roman mikt| Tcroi» 57 ^ Sp^leto, 751 
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bourhood of Rome, they advanced without dehy 
to feck ^ fuperior enemy, and the two armies ap« 
proached each other at the diftance of one bun* 
dred furlongs, between Tagin^ " and the fepulchr^. 
of the Gauls ^^ The haughty meflfage of NarCbs 
was an offer, not of peace, but of pardon. The 
anfwer of the Gothic king declared his refolution, 
to die or conquer. *' What day," (aid the 
meflenger, *' will you fiTi for the combat ?" '< Thq 
*< eighth day," replied Totila : but early the next 
morning he attempted to furprife a foe, fufpicious 
of deceit, and prepared for battle. Ten thoufand 
Heruli and Lombards, of approved valour and 
doubtful faith, were placed in the centre. Each 
of the wings was compofed of eight thoufand Ro* 
mans ; the right was guarded by the cavalry of the 
Huns, the left was covered by fifteen hundred 
cfaofi^ horfe, deftmed, according to the emergen- 



Feliisnoy 8S i Nocen^ 103 ; Cagn» T4» $ Interctfay 157 ; Foflbmhroney x6o ; 
FanOf 176} PeQirOy 184$ Rimini, 208 — about 189 EngliOi miles. He 
takes no notice of tbe death of Totila ; but Wefleling (Itinerar. p. 6x4.) 
ecchan^s for the fiekl of T^inat the unknown appellation of Ptanias, eight 
Qilef from Nocera. 

35 Tagin«| or rather Tadime, is mentioned by Pliny ; but the bifliopric 
of that obfcui-e town, a mile from'Gualdo, in the plain, wag united, in tbe 
year tooy, vith that of Noecra. Tbe Ogns of antiquity are prefcrved in 
the local appeliationtfy Fpjffito^ tlie campj CM^r^iay Caprea; Baftia^ Bu()a 
Gallorum. See Cliiverius (Italia Antlqua, 1. ii. c. 6. p- 615, 6r6, 6i7.)y 
l^icas HoKUnius (Afibotat. ad Ciuver. p. •S5,.8(-)> Gua2zea.(DUrertar. 
p. '77*-'a.i7. a profefled inquiry), and tbe maps of tbe ecckfiallical (late 
and the march of Ancona, by Le Maire and Magini. 

36 The battle was fought in the year of Rome 458 j and the Confujl De- 
cittS, by devoting his owji life, aflbred the triamph of his country and his 
«pUe«gur f abius (T. J'iv. %, aS^ ag.)* Procopiwa afcribea to Cacnilius the 
yidory of the Bufia GalUrum ; and his error is branded by Cluverips with 
the national rrproach of Grxcorum nugamenu. ^ 

...Vol. VII. Cc cies 



CHAP. 
XLIII. 
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c »^AP. cies of aSion, to fuftain the retreat, of their friends, 
V— /^ cr to encomp^fs the flank of the enemy. From 
his proper ftation at the head of the right wing, the 
eunuch rode along the line, expreiling by his voice 
and countenailce the afTuratice of viAory ; exdting 
the foldiers of the emperor to punsfli the guilt and 
madnefs of a band of robbers ; and expofing to 
their view, goM chains, collars, and bracelets, the 
rewards of military virtue* From the event of a 
(ingle combat, they drew an omen of fuccefs; and 
they beheld with pleafurc the courage of fifty 
archers, who maintained a fmall eminence againfl: 
three fucceflive attacks of the Gothic cavalry* At 
the diftance only of two bow-fliots, the armies fpcnt 
the morning in dreadful fufpenfe, and the Romans 
tailed fome neceifary food, without unbofening 
the cubafs from their bread, or the bridle from 
their horfes* Narfes awaited the charge ; and it 
was delayed by Totila till he had received his laft 
fuccours of two thoufand Goths* While he con- 
fumed the hours in fruitlefs treaty ^ the king ex- 
hibited in a narrow fpace the ftrengih and agility 
of a warrior. His armour was enchafed with gold ; 
his purple banner floated with the wind : he caft 
his lance into the air; caught it with the right 
hand; fhifted it to the left; threw himfelf back* 
wards ; recovered his feat ; and managed a fiery 
I fteed in all the paces and evolutbas of the equeftrian 
fchodU As foon as the fuccours had arrived, he 
retired to his tent, aflumed the drels and arms of a 
private foldier, and gave the fignal of battle. Th« 
firft line of«cavaIry advanced with more counge 
than difcretion, and left behind them the inEuiary 

^ of 
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of the fecbnd line. They were ibon engaged be- chap. 
tween the horns of a crefcent^ into which the ad* v^'^lilj 
verfe wings had been infenfibly curved^ and were 
ialuted from eithei" fide by the vollies of four thou«- 
land archers^ Their ardour, and even their diftrefs^ 
drove them forwards to a dole and unequal con- 
OiOty in which they could only ufe their lances 
againft an enemy equally (killed in all the inftru- 
ments of war* A generous emulation infpired the 
Romans and their Barbarian allies; and Narfes, 
who calmly viewed and direded their efforts, 
doubted to whom he fbould adjudge the prize of 
fuperior bravery. The Gothic cavalry was ado- 
nilhed and difordered, preffed and broken; and 
the line of infantry^ inftead of prefenting their 
fpears, or opening their intervals, were trampled 
under the feet of the flying horfe* Six thoufand 
of the Goths were ilaughtered, without mercy, in 
the field of Tagina. Their prince, with five at** 
tendants, was overtaken by A(bad, of the race of 
the Gepidse ; " Spare the king of Italy,'' cried a 
loyal voice, and'Afbad (truck his lance through 
the body of Totila. The blow was in(bntly re- 
venged by the faithful Goths j they tranfported 
their dying monarch feven miles beyond the 
fcene of his difgrace ; and his laft moments were 
• not embittered by the prefence of an enemy. 
Coropaflion afforded him the (helter of an obfcure 
tomb; but the Romans were not fatisfied of their 
victory, till they beheld the corpfe of the Gothic 
king. His hat, enriched with gems, and bis bloody 
robe, were prefented to Juftinian by the meffengers 
of triumph ". 



37 Thfopliancj, Clircn. p» 193- Hifl. MiftelU J,xvl p. i«S. 

Cc a As 
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CHAP. As foon as Narfes had paid his devotions to the 
. K^^.^^ Aut^ior of vi£lory, and the bkfled Virgin, his pe- 
Ro"''cb'* *^^ culiar patronefe ", he praifed, rewarded, and dif- 
Narfes. jnilTed the Lombards. The villages had been re- 
duced to aflies by thefe valiant favages; they ravZQiei 
matrons and virgins on the altar; their retreat 
was diligently watched by a flrong detachment of 
regular forces, who prevented a repetition of the 
like dilbrders. The viftorious eunuch purfued 
his marcjh through Tufcany, accepted the fubmiifion 
of the Goths, heard the acclamations, and oftea 
the complaints of the Italians, and encompafled 
the walls of Rome with the remainder of his for- 
midable hoft. Round the wide circun^erence, 
Narfes afligned to himfelf, and to each of his lieu- 
tenants, a real or a feigned attack, while he iilently 
marked the place of eafy and unguarded entrance. 
Neither the fortifications of Hadrian's mole, nor 
of the port, could long delay the progrefs of the 
conqueror ; and Juftinian once more received the 
keys of Rome, which, under his reign, had been 
Jive times taken and recovered \ But the deli- 
verance of Rome was the laft calamity of the Ro» 
man people. The Barbarian allies of Narfes too 
frequently confounded the privileges of peace and 
war : the defpair of the flying Goths found fome 

f 

jS Evagrlus, I. iv. c. 14. The jnfpt ration of the Virgin revftled to NarlfS 
the day, and the word» of battle (Paul Diacon. 1. ii. c. 3. p. 776.). 

39 Evi TiJTw /S<»o•*^a•o>TOJ TO TfjotffTOi faXw. In the year 536 by Beli- 
farins, in 546 by Totila, in 54.7 by Belifarius, in 549 by Totila, and to 55ft 
by Narfei. Maliretus had inadvertently tnniUted fextttm ; • miftal^e which 
he afterwards retra^s : but the mifchief was done } and Coufin^ with a train 
of Frehch and Latin readers, have fallen into the fnare. 

confola- 
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confolation in fanguinary retenge : and three hun- c h a p. 
dred youths of the nobleft fiamtlies, who had been s-^'^^ 
fentas hoftagei beyond the Po,.were inhumanly 
flain by the ftrcceffor of Totila. The fate of the 
fenate fuggefts an awful leffon of the viciflitude of 
human affairs. Of the fenators whoth Totila had 
banifhed from their country^ fome were refcued by 
an officer of Belifarius, and tranfported from Cam- 
pania to Sicily J while others were too guilty to 
confide in the clemency of Juftinian, or too poor 
to fM-ovide horfcs for their efcape to the fea*(hore« 
Their brethren languifhed five years in a ftate of 
indigence^and exile : the victory of Narfes revived 
their hopes ; but their premature return to the 
metropolis was prevented by the furious Goths; 
and all the fortreil'es of Campania were (tained 
with patrician *® blood.. After a period of thirteen 
centuries, the inftitution of Romulus expired ; and 
if the nobles of Rome ftill aflumed the title of 
fenators, few fubfequent traces can be difcovered 
of a public council, or conftitutional order. Afcend 
fix hundred years, and contemplate the kings of 
the earth foliciting an audience, as the Haves or 
freedmen of the Roman fenate ** ! 

The Gothic war was yet alive. The braveft of Defeat and 
the nation retired beyond the Po; and Teias was T^ils^/he 
unanimoully chofen to fucceed and revenge their ff^^^"\°^ 



the Coihi> 



A» Compare two paflages of Procopius (L ill. c. 26. 1. iv. c 24. )> whieh, 
with focne coLatcralhints from Marceliinvs and Jornandes, iiluftrace the 
Aate of the expiring fenate. • * 

41 See, in the example of Prufias, as it is deiivered in the fragflients of 
Polybiui (Excerpt. Legal, xcvli. p% ^7, 9a S«], a curioui pidure ^f a royal 
ilave. 



C c 3 departed 
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CHAP, dqsarted hero. The new king immediately tent 
k^^JL^ ambafladors to implore, or rather to purchafe, the 
tiv)l^^* aid of the Franks, and nobly lavi(hed for the public 
fafety, the riches which had been depofited in the 
palace of Pavia. The refidue of the royal treafure 
was guarded by his brother Aligern at Cumae in 
Campania ; but the (Irong caftle which 1 otila had 
fortified, was clofely befieged by the arms of Narfea. 
From the Alps to the foot of mount Vefuvius^ 
the Gothic king, by rapid and fecret marches, ad* 
vanced to the relief of his brother, eluded the vigi« 
lance of the Roman chiefs, and i»tched his camp 
on the banks of the Samus or Draco ^\ which 
flows from Nuceria into the bay of Naples* The 
river feparated the two armies ; fixty days were coa« 
fumed in diftant and fruitlefs combats, and Teias 
maintained this important pod, till he was deferted 
by his fleet and the hope of fubfiftence* With re^ 
lu£^ant fteps he afcended the LaSlarian mounts 
where the phyfidans of Rome, fince the time of 
Galen, had fent their patients for the benefit of the 
w and the milk ^'. But the Goths foon embraced 
a more generous refolution ; to defcend the hill. 



4A The ^f«xw9 of ProcQpiui (Coth. J* iv. c. ij.) h evidently theStmut* 
The text it accufed or altered by ^te rafli vtolciice qf C^verius (|. iv. f . ^ 
p. 1156.): butCamillo Pellegrini of Naples (Difcorfi fopfa U Campania 
PeUce» p. 330, 331.) has pioved from old i«co»ds, that as early as the ye«r 
Saa that river was caUed the DnipoDtlo, or Dnconcello. 

41 Galen (dc Method. Medondi, 1. v. ^pud Cltivcr* 1. iv. c. 3. p. 1159^ 
>i6o.) defctabes the lofty fite, pure air, and rich milk of moimt LaAariut, 
whofe medicinal benefin wert equally known and ibught in the time of Sym« 
machus tl. vi- epift. tS.}) and Camodorius (Var. xi. i^.). Nothing is now 
^A ^Kpt the niunc of the tpwn o^ t«»r«»f , 

to 
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t0 ilifinifs ihdr borfes, and to die in arms, and c rr a p. 
in ibe pofieffion of freedom^ The king marched 
at their head, bearing in his right-hand a lance, 
aad an ample buckler in his left : with the one he 
flrack dead the foremoft of the aiTailants ; with the 
other he received the weapons which every hand 
was ambitious to aim againft his life. After a 
combat of many hours, his left arm was fatigued 
by the weight of twelve javelins which hung from 
his fhield* Without moving from his ground, cr 
fufpending his blows, the hero called aloud on his 
attendants for a frefli buckler. But in the moment, 
while his fide was uncovered, it was pierced by a 
mortal dart. He fell : and his head, exalted on a 
fpear, proclaimed to the nations, that the Gothic 
kingdom was no more. But the example of his 
death ferved only to animate the companions who 
had fwom to perilb with their leader. They 
&ught till daxknefs defcended on the earth. They 
ttpofed on their arms* The combat was renewed 
with the return of light, and maintained with un^ 
abated vigpur till the evening of the fccoad day. 
The repofe of a.fecond iiight, the want of water, 
and the lofs of their braved champions, determined 
iti6 furviving Goths to accept the fair capitulation 
which the prudence of Narfes was inclined to pro- 
pofe. They embraced the alternative of refidii^ 
in Italy as the fubjedls and foldiers of Juftinian, or 
departing with a porticMi of their private wealth, in 
fcarch of fome independent country **. Yet the 

44 Bust (torn. li. p. «9 Ac.) convey! to hit favourite fiavaria this rem« 
naot of Gocht| who by otbert are buried in the moumainl 9f Vn, or reilorcd 
K (|i^ nailve ifle of Gothland (Mafcon^ Annot. xxi.}« 

C c 4 oath 



Digitized by 



Google 



392 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, oath of fidelity or exile was alike rejeded by one 
thoufand Gotbs, who broke away before the treaty 
was iigned, and boldly effeded their retreat to the 
walls of Pavia* The fpirit, as well as the fituatioa 
of Aligern, prompted him to imitate rather than to 
bewail his brother : a ftroag and dextrous archer, 
he tranfpierced with a fingle arrow the armour and * 
bread of his antagonift ; and his military conduft 
defended Cumie ^' above a year againfl; the forces 
of the Romans. Their induftry had fcooped the 
Stbyll's cave^ into a prodigious mine; com- 
buftible materials were introduced to confume the- 
temporary props : tha wall and the gate of Cumse' 
funk into the cavern, but the ruins formed a deep 
and^ inacceffible precipice. On the fragment of a 
rocky Aligern flood alone and unihaken, till he 
calmly furveyed the hopelefs condition of his coun* 
try, and judged it more honourable to be the friend 
of Narfes than the flave of the Franks. After the 
death of Teias, the Roman general feparated his- 
troops to reduce the cities of Italy ; Lucca fuftained' 
a l(mg and vigorous fiege ; and fuch w^ the hu- 
manity or the prudence of Narfes, that the repeated 

4i I iMve Sctfiger (Animadverf. in tvMy* p, 59.) aDd ^ImaiSusExercitat; 
pUniai). p. 5I9 5». to quarrel about tb« ^orisin of Cuiupi, the oldcft of cfac 
Greek colonies in July (Strab. 1. v. p. 372. Velkius Paterculus, L i. 
C.4.)> ilrcady vacant in Juvenai*s time CSatir.iil.)>andnow in>alns. 

46 Agatliias (1. i. c fti.) (bttlesihe Sibylfs cave under the wall of Curoc: 
be agrees with Secrivt (ad 1. vL ^oeidO ; nor can I p«ltei%e. why tfadf 
opinion (hc^ld be rcjeftcd by Heyne, the excellent editor of Vir^ii (tmn. ii* 
p* 650, 651.}. In urbe medii Fecieta religion But Cums was not yet built ^ 
and the linei (1. vi. 96, 97.} would become rldicttlous^ if i9^eas were ac* 
(ually in a Creole city. 

perfidy 
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CHAP. 
XLllf. 



perfidy of the inhabitants could not provoke him 
to txz£i the forfeit lives of their hoftages. Tbefe 
hoftages were difmiffed in fafety ; and their grateful 
zeal at length fubdued the obftmacy of their coun«i * 
try men *^ 

Before Lucca had furrendered, Italy was over- Tnvafwmof 
whelmed by a new deluge of Barbarians. A feeble Fr Jk/Lmi 
youth, the grandfon of Clovis, reigned over the a*^^ 
AufliaOans or oriental Franks. The guardians of Aus«a. 
Theodebald entertained with coldnels and reludance 
the magnificent promifes of the Gothic ambafladorB. 
But the fpirit of a martial people out A ripped the 
timid counfels of the court : two brothers, Lothaire 
and Buccelin "^j the dukes of the Alemanni, ftood 
forth as the leaders of the Italian war*; and feventy*. 
five thoufand Germans defcended in the autumn 
from the Rhastian Alps into the plain of Milan. * 
The vanguard of the Roman army was (lationed 
near the Po, under the conduft of Fulcaris, a bold 
Herulian, who ra(hly conceived, that perfonal bra- 
very was the fole duty and merit of a commander. 
As he marched without order or precaution along . 
the ^milian way, an ambufcade of Ftai^ks fuddenly 
rofe from the amphitheatre - of Parma : his troops • 
were fui^prifed and rOujted> b^t their leader refufed 
to fly, declaring to the lad moment that death 

47 There is hme difficuity jn conrw^lipg* the '35th .chapter of the ivth 
book of the Gothic war of Procopius with the firft book of the hlltory of 
A^thaiM. .' We mud »ow relinquish a natefinan aAd foldier, tc att^ccf the 
f&oUlepsofa poet and Thetori dan (hL'p. 11. 1. ii. p. 51. edit. Louvre). 

48 Among the fabulous exploits of Buccelin, he difcomfitcd and flew Beli^ 
farius, fubdued Italy and Sicily ^ &c. See, in the Uiftorlans of France, 
Gregory of Tours (torn. ii. 1. iii. c. 32, p. 203.)! and Aimoiu (tom.iii. 1. ii. 
d^ Gcftis Prtncorutti/c. 23. p. 59.)/ 
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^Xuil' WI5 1cf$ terrible than the angry countenance of 
^-^ Narfes. The death of Fulcark, and the retreat 
of the furviving chiefs, decided the fludnattng and 
rebellious temper p( the Goths ; they fiew to the 
ftandard of their deliverers, and admitted them 
into the cities which ftill refifted the arms of the 
Roman general. The conqueror of Italy opened a 
free paflage to the irrefiftible torrent of Barbarians. 
They paflfed under the walls of Cefena, and 
anfwered by threats and reproaches the advice of 
Aligem, that the Gothic treafures could no longer 
repay the labour of an invafion. Two thoufand 
Franks were deftroyed by the iklH and valour of 
Narfes himfelf, who fallied from Rimini at the 
head of three hundred horfe, to chaftife the licen- 
tious rapine of their march. On the confines of 
Samnium, the two brothers divided their forces. 
With the right wing, Buccelin affumed the fpoil 
of Campania, Lucania, and Bruttium : with the 
left, Lothaire accepted the plunder of AptiKa and 
Calabria. They followed the coaft of the Mediter- 
ranean and the Hadriatic, as far as Rhegiura and 
Otranto, and the extreme lands of Italy wefe the 
term of their deftruftive progrefs. The Franks, 
who were ChriiUans and Catholics, contented them* 
felves with fimple pillage and occaftonal murder. 
But the churches which their piety had fpared, 
were ftripped by the facrilegiocs bands of the Ale- 
manni, who facrificed horfes' heads to their native 
deities of the woods and rivers "^ ; they melted or 

prcK 

49 Agtthias noticfi their fuperftition in ^ pbiIo(bphic ton^ (I. i. p. tS.)* 
A( ^ifl» fn JwltKrltfid, idolitry f|iU prevailed io th9 year 613 : St. Cqt 
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prdfaned the confecraied veflels, and the ruins of c n a r« 
flirioes and altars were ftained with the blood of the ^^^-^^.^ 
faithluK Buccelin was aAuated by ambition, and 
Lothalre by avarice* The former afpired to reftore 
the Gothic kingdom ; the latter, after a promife 
to bis brother of fpeedy fuccours, returned by the 
lame road to dcpoQt his treafure beyond the Alps« 
The ilrength of their armies was already wafted by 
the change of climate and contagion of difeafe : 
the Germans revelled in the vintage of Italy ; and 
their own intemperance avenged in fome degree 
the miferies of a defencelefs people* 

At the entrance of the fpring, the Imperial Defeat of 
troops, who had guarded the cities, affembled to and au!^* 
the number of eighteen thoufand men, in the Karfci**' 
neighbourhood of Rome* Their winter hours had a- i>« sh- 
not been confumed in idlenefs. By the command, 
and after the example of Narfes, they repeated 
9ach day their military exercife on foot and on 
horfeback, accuftomed their ear to obey the found 
of the trumpet, and pra&ifed the fteps and evolu* 
tions of the Pyrrhic dance* From the flreights 
of Sicily, Buccelin, with thirty thoufand Franks 
an4 Alamanni, ilowly moved towards Capua, 
oqcupied witb a wooden tower the bridge of Cafi* 
}inum, covered his right by the ilream of the Vul* 
turnus, and fecured the reft of his encampment^ 
by a rampart of fliarp ftakes, and a circle of wag- 
gons, whofe wheels were buried in the earth* H< 

lUmtMn and St Gall were the apoftles of that rude country ; and the lattn* 
founded an hermitage, which has fwelled into an ecclefiafllcal principalttf 
•nd a po|>u)oi|i city, the feat «if freedom and commerce, 

impa» 
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c tt A p. impatiently expefted the retorn of Lothaire ; igno* 
^^^^^ rant, alas! that his brother could never return, 
and that the chief and his army had been fwept 
away by a ftrange difeafe '* on the bzok$ of the 
lake Bcnacus, between Trent and Verona. The 
banners of Narfes foon approached the Vulturiius, 
and the eyes of Italy were anxioufly fixed on the 
event of this final conteft. Perhaps the talents of 
the Roman general were moll confpicuous in the 
calm operations which precede the tumult of a 
battle. His ikilful movements intercepted the fub- 
iiflence of the Barbarian, deprived him of the advan- 
tage of the bridge and river, and in the choice 
of the ground and moment of adion, reduced him 
lo comply with the inclination of his enemy. On 
the morning of the important day, when the ranks 
were already forfried, a fervant, for fome trivial 
fault, was killed by his mafter, one of the leaders 
of the Heruli. The juftice or paffion of Narfes 
was awakened : he fummoned the offender to his 
prefcnce, and without liftening to his excufes, gave 
the fignal to the minifter of death. * If thte cruel 
mafter iiad not infringed the laws of fiis nation, 
this arbitrary execution was not lefs unjuft, than it 
appears to have been imprudent. The Hcrtili 
felt • the indignity j they hahed : but the Roman 
general, without foothing their tage, or expelling 
theif Tefolution, called aloud, -ar the trumpets 
founded, that unlefs they haftencd to occupy their 
place, they would lofe the honour of ths vidory. 

N 

JOT Sec the death of Lothaire ia AgathJM (1. U, p. 38.) and Paul Wane* 
frid, furnamed Diaconus (1. ii. c 3. 77$.)- The Greek makes him rave 
and tear his iieih. He h;&d plundered churches. 

His 
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His troops were flifpofed]' in, a- Idng front,, the ^^J^.^f 
cavalry on the wiitgs ; in the centre,* the heavy, 
armed foo^;. the archers, and flingers in the 
rear. The Germans advanced in a Iharp-pointed 
column, of the form of a triangle cr fotid wedge* 
They pieced: the feeble centre of Narfes, who 
lecav^ them with a finile into the fatal fnare, and 
direded his wings of cavalry infenfibly to wheel on 
|their flanks -and encompafs. their rear. The hod 
of the Franks and .Alamanni confiiled of infantry ; 
a fword and buckler hung by their fidet and they 
ufed as then* weapons of offence, a weighty hatchet, 
and a hooked javelin, which were only formidable 
in^icfe combat, pr at a diort diftance* . The flower 
of the Roman archers, on horfeback, and in com* 
pkte armour^ iktmiifhed without peril round this 
tmmoTeable phalailx ^ fuj^lied by a^Ive fpeed the 
deficiency of number ; and aimed their arrows 
againft acrowd cff Barbarians, who, inftead of a 
cuirafs and helmet, were covered by a loofe gar» 
went of fhr or linen. They paufed, they treat* 
bled, their ranks' were^ confounded} and in the 
decifive moment the Heruli, preferring glpry tQ 
revenge, dkarged.with rapid violence the head of 
the column. Their leader, Sindbal, and AUgern, 
the Gothic prince,, dfefefved the prjze of fuperior 
valour i and their example incited the vidorious 
troops to atchieve with fwords and fpears the 

5s Per^aniel (HiA. de la Milice FraD90tf€, tom. i. p. i7-*ai.) ha« 
exhibited a fanciful xepfcTcsBtation of this bottle,,. Cbniewbat in the mannee 
of tbe CbevaUcr Folaid, tlve once famous editor.of Polybius, who Hafhioned 
to his own habits and opinions all themiUtar/ pperaUotts of 9ntjgiuiy. ; 

8 deftrudion 
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deftruAion of the en^my. Buccdin, and tht 
greateft part of hia ^army^ pertflied on the field of 
battle^ in the waters of the Vukutnus, or by the 
hands of the enraged peafants : but it may feem 
incredible that a vidory *% which no more than 
five of the. Alamanni furvived, could be purchaTed 
with the lofs of foorfcore Romana. Seven th6u* 
fand Gotba, the relics of the war^ defended the 
fortrefs of Campfa till tl^ enfuing fpring; and 
every meifenger of Narfes announced the redudion 
of dbe Italian' oiries» whofe names were corrupted 
by the Jgnorance or vanity of the Greeks ". After 
the battld'bf .Cafilinum, Narfes entered the capital ; 
the arms and treafures of the Goths^ the Franks, 
and-t a&lamaivai, were difplayed; his foldters, 
with garlands in their hands^ chanted the praifes of 
the conqueror ; and Rome, for the lad time, beheld 
the femblance of a triumph. 

After a reign of fixty years, the throne of the 
Gothic kings was filled by the Exarchs of Ravenna^ 
554—5^8 the reprefentatives in peace and war of the emperor 
of the Romans. Their jurifdiftion was foon 
reduced to the limits of a narrow province : but 
Narfes himfelf, the firil and' mofl; pow^ful of the 
Exarchs, adminiftered above fifteen years the en* 
tire kingdom of Italy. Like Belifarius, he had de- 
ferved the honours of envy, calumny^ and difgraoe : 



Sittlcnmit 
A. D. 



f» Agathias (I. ii. p. 47.) hai produced a Greek epigram of fix Cnea on 
this victory of NarfeSf which it favourably compared to the battles of 
Marathon and Pbt«a. The chief differeiKe is indeed in their confe^Menoes 
•->lb trivial in the former inftancc*«ifo permanent and glorioos in the latter. 

SI The Bcroi and Brtncas of Thcopttanttcr his tr^alcriber (p. sot.) muft 
be rtad or nndcrftood Vema «iid firixia* 

but 
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but the favourite eunuch itiU enjoyed the cofifi<» c h a p. 
dence of Juftinian, of the leader of a vidorions 
army awed and tepreflfed the ingratitude of a timid 
court* Yet it was not by weak and mifchievous 
fndolgence that Narfes fecored the attachment of 
bis troops. * Forget foi of the pad, and. regardlefs 
of the future, they abufed the prefent hour of pro^ 
fperity and peace. The cities of Italy refoanded 
with the noife of drinking and dancing : the fpoils 
of vidory were wafted in fenfual pleafures ; and 
nothing (fays Agathias) remained, unlefs to ex- 
change their fhields and helmets for the foft lute 
and th^ capacious hogfhead ^\ In a manly oration 
not unworthy of a Roman cenfor, the euauch 
reproved thefe diforderly vices, which fulMed their 
iame and endangered their fafety. The foldiers 
blufbed and obeyed: difciptine was confirmed, 
the fortifications were reftored ; a diike was Rationed 
for the defence and military command of each of 
the principal cities " ; and the eye of Narfes per- 
vaded the ample profpe6l from Calabria to the 
Alps. The remains of the Gothic nation evacuated 
the country, or mingled with the people: the 
Franks, inftead of revenging the death of Buccelin, 
abandoned, without a ftruggle, their Italian con« 

xau rot, x^avn a^^o^iv; ettu xa* ^»^iry arolotf'SoM (Agathiaa, 1. li. 
1>. 4S. ) . In tb« firrt fcene of Richard III. our Englift poet hu beaurifuUf 
enlarKCd on this idea, for wbich» however, he was not indebted to^the 
Bytantine hiftorian. 

s$ Maffei has proved ( Vcfona lUuflma, P. i, i x. p. 257. 289.), i^inft 
the common opinion, that the dukts of Italy were in^ituted before the 
conqueft of the Lomhards by Narfe* himieif. in the Pragoutic SanOion 
(N« <3.]> IttHiniaQ rcArains the judicc» militares. 

1 queiU: 
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CHAP, quefts: and' the reSeilious Siad^, chief of the 
Herali> was fubdued, taken^ and hung on a lofiy 
gallows by the inflexible juftice oF t)^e Exarch '^ 
The civil ftate of Italy, after the agitation of a long 
temped, was fixed by a pragmatic land:ion, which 
the emperor pronxulgated at the requeft of the pope* 
Judinian introduced bis own jurifprudeoce into the 
fchools and tribunals of the Wed \ he ratified the 
a£t$ of Theodoric and hi$ immediate fuccefibrs^^ 
but every deed was rdcinded and abolifhed, which 
force had extorted, or fear had fubfcribed, under 
the ufurpation of Totila. A moderate theory was 
framed to reconcile the rights of property with 
the fafety of prefcription, the claims of the ftate 
with the poverty of the people, and the pardon of 
offences with the intered of virtue and order of 
fociety. Under the Exarchs of Ravenna, Rome 
was degraded to the fecond rank. Yet the 
fenators were gratified by the permiflion of vtfiting 
their edates in Italy, and of approaching without 
obdacle the throne of Conftgntinople : the regula- 
tion of weights and meafufes was delegated to the 
pope and fenate ; and the falaries of lawyers and 
phyficians, of orators and grammarians, were des- 
tined to preferve or rekindle the light of fcience in 
the ancient capital. Judinian might didate bene- 
volent edicts ^\ and Narfes might fecoxxd bis wilhes 

by 

J* Sfe Pautus Dbconus, 1. ill. c. »• p. 776. Mtnander (in Excerpt. 
Le?at. p^iy*) mentions fomc rifings in Italy by the Franks, aivl Thio- 
phanes (p. 201.) hints at fomc Gothic rebellions. 

S7 The Fragmatic SanAion of Jullinian, which reftores apd ctgviiies^ 
ctTil ftate cf Italy, confiils of xxvii articles : it is dated Auguft f 5» A. D. 
554 5 is addrefled to Naifesj V. J. Prsepofitu;} Sacri Cubicoii> »;xd to Antao- 

CbttSy 
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by the reftoration of cities^ and more efpecially of c n a p. 



XUIL 



churches. But the power of kings is moft effec- 
tual to deftroy : and the twenty years of the Gothitf 
war bad confummated the diilrefs and depopulation 
of Italy. As early as the fourth campaign, under 
the difcipline of Belifarius himfelf, fifty thoufand 
labourers died of hunger ^* in the narrow region of 
Picenum '* ; and a (Irift interpretation of the evi^ 
dence of Piocopius would fwell the lofs of Italy 
above the total fum of her prefent inhabitants % 

Idefire to believe, but I dare not affirm, that ^^l^^^^^ 
Belifarius fincerely rejoiced in the triumph of Narfes. rians. 
Yet the confcioufnefs of his own exploits might ^'^^sg* 
teach him to efteem without jealoufy the merit of 
a rival ; and the repofe of the aged warrior was 
crowned by a laft vidory wliich faved the emperor 
and the capital. The Barbarians who annually 
vifited the provinces of Europe were lels difcouraged 
by fome accidental defeats, than they were excited 



chuS) Pnefedlus Prsetorlo lul Ik j and has b^en preferved by Julian Ante- 
ccflTor, and in the Corpus Juris Civilis, after the novels and edidts'of Juffi* 
nian, JuAtn, and Tiberius. 

5< A ftill greater numbef* was confumid by famine in tli^ fouthem prd- 
▼incest wichoQt (iKTof ) the Ionian Gulph. Acorns were ufed in the place 
of bread. Procopius had fc&n a deferted orphan fucKled by a (he.goat. 
Seventeen pafTengers wctt lodged, ihurdered, and eatfen by two women^ who 
were deleted and flain by the eighteenth, ftc. 

59 Quinu regio Picenl eft; quondam uberrimae multitadinis, ccclx. 
milliaPiccntium infidem P. R. venerc (Piin. Hid. Natur. jiL iS.]. In the 
time of Vei|>2flahi this ancient popiilatidn was already diminilhed. 

60 Perhaps fifteen or fixteen millions. Procopius (Anecdot. c xS*) com- 
^tes that Africa lb(i five miUions, that Italy was thrice as exteniivc, and 
that the depopulation was in a larger proportion. Bur hit reckoning it ia« 
flamed by pa0lon, and clouded with nncertainry. 

Vol,. VII. D d by 
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CHAP, by the double hope of fpoil and of fobfidy. &f 
the thirty.fecond winter of Juftinian^is rdgn^ the 
Danube was deeply frozen : Zabei^an ted the ca- 
valry of the Bulgarians, and his ftandard was foU 
lowed by a promifcuous multitude of Sclavonians. 
The favage chief pafled, without oppofition, the 
river and the mountains, fpread his troops over 
Macedonia and Thrace, and advanced with no 
more than feven thoufand horfe to the long walk 
which (hould have defended the territory of Con-' 
ftantinoplie* But the works of man are impotent 
agatnft the aflaults of nature : a recent earthquake 
had Ibaken the foundations of the wall ; and the 
forces of the empire were employed on the diftant 
frontiers^ of Italy, Africa, and Perfia. The feven 
Jihools^\ or companies of the guards or domeftic 
troops, had been augmented to the number of five 
thoufand five hundred men, wliofe ordinary ftation 
was in the peaceful cities of Afia. But the places of 
the brave Armenians wereinfenfibly fupplied by lazy 
citizens, who purchafed an exemption from the duties 
of civil life, without being expofed to the dangers 
of military fervice. Of fuch foldiers^ few could 
be tempted to fally from the gates ; and none could 
be perfujided to remain in the' field, unlefs they 
wanted ftfength and fpeed to efcape from the BuU 
ifarians. The 'report of the fugitives exaggerated 
the numbers and fiercenefs of an enemy, who had 

6i In the decay of thefe military fchoolgt, the fattrc of Procoptas (Aiic«fioc« 
c. 24. AW man. p. 107, 103.) is confirmed and illuftrated by Agatiuaa 
(1* V. p« 159*) who cannot be rejected at an boAUa witncfa- 
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polluted holy virgins, and abandoned new-born in. ^^luj^' 
fahts to the dogs and vtiltures ; a crowd of ruftics, ^.^i^^-^ 
imploring food and protection, increared the con- 
fternation of the city, sind the tents of Zabergan 
were pitched at the diftance of twenty miles**, 
on the banks of a fmall river, which encircles 
Melanthias, and afterwards falls into the Pro- 
pontis ^\ Juftinian trembled i and thofe who had 
only feen the emperor in his old age, were pleafed 
to fuppofe, that he had l6/i the alacrity and vigour 
of his youth. By his command, the veffels of gold 
and filver were removed from the churches in the 
neighbourhood, and even the fuburbs, of Con- 
ftantinople : the ramparts were lined with trembling 
fpeftators : the golden gate was crowded with 
ufelefs generals and tribunes, and the fenate 
fhared the fatigues and the apprehenfions of the 
populace^ 

But the eyes of the prince and people were di- LaftvJaory 
reflied to a feeble veteran, who was compelled by riu$. 
the public danger to refume the armour in which 
he had entered Carthage and defended Rome. The 
horfes df the royal (tables, of private citizens, and 



^* The diftailce from Conftantinople to Melanthias, Villa Caefariana 
(Ammian. Marcelltn. xxx. !!•)» is varioudy fixed at loi or 140 ftadia 
(Suidas, toixuii. p. 522, 513. Agathlas, 1. v. p. isS.)^ or xviii or xix 
miles (Itineraria» p. 138. 2^0. 323. 33s. and WefTding^s Obfervations). 
The iiril xH mileiy as far as Rhegium, were paved by ]ttftiiiUti, who buHc 
abridge OTcr a morafs or gullet between a lake aad the fea (Procop. de 
Edif. LiY. c.t.). 

63 The Atyras (Pompon. Mela, 1. H. c. 2. p. 169. edit. VolT.]. At the 
rivcr^s mouth, a town or caftle of the fame name was fortified by Juftloiaa 
(Procop* de Edif* 1. W. e. a. Itinerar. p. 5701 and WcifdiAg). 

D d 2 even 
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CHAP, even of the circus, were hafttly collected ; the entu^ 
lation of the old and young was roufed by the 
name of Belifarius, and his firft encampment was 
in the prefence of a vidorious enemy. His pru* 
denee^ and the labour of the friendly peafants, fe- 
cured, with a ditch and rampart, the repofe of the 
night : innumerable fir.es, and clouds of duft, were 
artfully contrived to magnify the opinion of his 
ftrength : his foldiers fuddenly pafled from de- 
fpondency to prefumption ; and while ten thoufand 
voices demanded the battle, Belifarius diflfembled 
his knowledge, that in the hour of trial he mud 
depend on the firmnefs of three hundred veterans. 
The next morning the Bulgarian cavalry advanced 
to the charge. But they heard the fhouts of muU 
titudes, they beheld the arms and difcipline of the 
front; they were aiTauIted on the flanks by two 
ambufcades which rofe from the woods; their 
foremoft warriors fell by the hand of the aged hero 
and his guards ; and the fwiftnefs of their evolu- 
tions was rendered ufelefs by the clofe attack and 
rapid purfuit of the Romans. In this adion (fo 
fpeedy was their flight) the Bulgarians loft only 
four hundred horfe ; but Conftantinople was faved ; 
and Zabcrgan, who felt the hand of a mafter, 
withdrew to a refpe^ful diftance. But his friends 
were numerous in the council of the emperor, and 
Belirarius obeyed with reludance, (he commands 
of envy and Juftinian, which fcMrbade him to ar. 
chleve the deliverance of his country. On his re- 
turn to the city, the people, ftill cpnCcious of their 
danger, accompanied his triumph with acQlama«* 
tions of joy and gratitude, which were imputed as a 
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crime to the viftorious general. But when he ^ " ^j^" 
entered the palace, the courtiers were filent, and %^^,r^ 
the emperor, after a cold and thanklefs embrace, 
dlfmiflfed him to mingle with the train of flaves. 
Yet fo deep was the impreflion of his glory on the 
minds of men, that Juftinian, in the feventy-feventh 
year of his age, was encouraged to advance near 
forty miles from the capital, and to infpeft in per* 
fon the reftoration of the long wall. The Bulga« 
rians wafted the fummer in the plains of Thrace ; 
but they were inclined to peace by the failure of 
their ra(h attempts on Greece and the Cherfonefus. 
A menace of killing their prifoners quickened 
the payment of heavy ranfoms ; and the departure 
of Zabergan was haftened by the report, that 
double-prowed veffels were built on the Danube to 
intercept his paflage. The danger was foon for* i 

gotten ; and a vain queftion, whether their fpverign 
had fhewn more wifdom or weaknefs, amufed the 
idlenefs of the city **. i 

About two years after the laft viftory of Belifa^ Hwdifgrac* j 

t 1 r r«i . . and death, ' 

nus, the emperor returned from a Thracian journey a. d. 561. 

of health, or bufmefs, or devotion. Juftinian was 1 

afflifted by a pain in his head ; and his private I 

entry countenanced the rumour of his death. Be- ! 

fore the third hour of the day, the bakers* (hops : 

were plundered of their bread, the houfes were I 

(hut, and every citizen, with hope or terror, pre- I 

pared for the impending tumult. The fenators 

themfelves, fearful and fufpicious, were convened I 

6* The Bulgarian war, and the Uft vi£tory of Belif ;riu8, are imperfefily 
reprefented in the prolix -declamation of Agathias (1. 5. p. 154*-*1740 and 
tlie dry Chronicle of Theopiuines (p. 197, 198.).' I 
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CHAP, at the ninth hour ; and the praefeft received their 

XLIII • 

* ; commands to vifit every quarter of the city, and 
proclaim a general illumination for the recovery of 
the emperor's health. The ferment fubfided ; but 
every accident betrayed the impotence of the 
government and the faftious temper of the peo- 
ple : the guards were difpofed to mutiny as often 
as their quarters were changed or their pay was 
withheld : the frequent calamities of fires and earth- 
, quakes afforded the opportunities of diforder ; the 
difputes of the blues and greens, of the orthodox 
and heretics, degenerated into bloody battles ; and 
in the prefence of the Perfian ambaffador, Juftinian 
bluflied for himfclf and for his fubjefts. Capri- 
cious pardon and arbitrary puniihment embitterec} 
the irkfomenefs and difcontent of a long reign : 
^ confpiracy was formed in the palace ; and, unlef$ 
we are deceived by the names of Marcellus and 
Sergius, the moft virtuous and the mod profligate 
of the courtiers were aflbciated in the fame dei- 
figns. They had fixed the time of the execution 5 
their rank gave them accefs to the royal banquet ; 
and their black (laves *' were ftationcd in the vefti- 
bule and porticos, to announce the death of the 
tyrant, tmd to excite a fedition in the capital. But 
the bdifcretion of an accomplice faved the poor 
remnant of the days of Juftinian^ The confpi- 

^5 Iviv?* They ooold fcarctly be real Indians j and the i£thiopiaiit| 
IbmetiiBet kfiown by that nanoe, were never ufed by the ancients as gaards 
eribllowen: they were thetrifling> though cofUy, objcds of femaJe and 
yoyal luxury (Terent. Eunuch, a A i. fcenc ii. Surtea. in Anguft. c S|> 
with a good note of Cafaubon, in CaJigulA^ c« 57.). 

rators 
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tators were deteftecl and fdsed, with daggers I]dd* chap. 
den under their garments : Marcellus died by bb s,.^,^ 
own hand, and Sergius was dragged from the 
&nduary ^. Prefled by remorfe, or teippt^ by 
the hopes of fafety, he accofed two officers pf the 
houfehold of Belifarius; and torture forced them tQ 
declare that they had aded according to the fecret 
tnftrudlions of their patron •'• Pofterity ^l not 
hailily believe that an hero who, in the y%our of 
life, had difdained the faireft offftrs of ambition and 
revenge, ibould (loop to the murder of his prince» 
whom he couUl not long exped to furvive. Hi^ 
followers were impatient te fly; but flight muft 
have been fispported by rebellion, and he had lived 
Plough for nature and for glory. Belifarius ap- a, d. 563, 
peared before the council with lefs fear than indig- ^^' ^' 
nation : after forty years' fervice, the emperor bad 
prejudged his guilt ; and injuftice was fandified by 
the prefence and authority of the patriarch. The 
life of Belifarius was gracioufly fpared; but iiis 
fortunes were fequeftered, and from December to 
July, he was guarded as a prifoner in his own 
palace. At length his innocence was acknow- a.d. 5^4, 
iedged j his freedom attd honours were reftored j J"*^ '5* 
and death, which might be haltened by refeniment 
and grief, removed him firom the world about a.d. 565, 
^ht months after his deliverance. The name of ^^^ '^* 

^ The S^iu6 (Vsndal. 1 u. c si« %i, Anecdot. c. s*) ^d Marcellas 
(G«tll. 1. ill. €• 31.) are meAcioned by Pfocopiui. . See Theophanes, 

f • 197. ftOT. 

^ Akmannus (p. 3.) quotes an old Byuntine MS* which has been priDted 
te the Ixnpcrlum Orientaie of Bandori. 
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CHAP. BelHarius can never die : but inftead of the funeral^ 



XLiir 



the monuments, the ftatues, fb juftly due to his 
memory, I only read, that bis treafures, the fpoils 
of the Goths and Vandals, were immediately con- 
fifcated by the emperor. Some decent portion 
was referved, however, for the ufe of his widow; 
and as Amonina had much to repent, (be devoted 
the laft remains of her life and fortune to the 
foundation of a convent. Such is the fimple and 
genuine narrative of the hl\ of Belilarius and the 
ingratitude of Juftinian^\ That he was deprived 
of his eyes, and reduced by envy to beg his 
bread, ^' Give a penny to Belifarius the general !'* 
is a fiflion of later times % which has obtained 

St Of the difgrice and reftoration of Belifarius, the genuine original vt* 
cord IS preferved in tlic fragment of John Malala, torn. ii. p. a34-v-2430 ^nd 
|he cxadl Chronicle of 1 heopliancs (p. I94— 204.). Cedrcnut (Compcnd. 
p. 387, 388.} and Zonans (torn. il. 1. xiv. p« 69.) feem tohcfiutebecweea 
rhe oblolete truth and the growing fallebood. 

'. 69 The foijrce of this idle (able may be derived from a mifceUaneous woric 
of the xiith century, the Chiliads of John Txctzes, a monk (Bafil, 1546, a4 
calcem Lycophront, Coloii. Allobrog. 1614. in Corp. Poet. Grapc. ). He re« 
late* the blindnefs and beggary of BeliCarius in ten vulgar 01 fclmctl vcrfet 
(Chiliad iii. No. 88. 339—348. in Corp. Poet* Grec. torn. ii. p. 3ri.). 

fALfCWlUi f uXiVOV X^TW tfioCt TV /ZlXiCrf 

Oy Tux« /^ey tioiota-u, avtmt^Xoi fe ffioyc;* 

This moral or romantic tale was imported into Italy witli the language and 
manufcripts of Greece ^ repeated before the end of the zvth century by 
CrinituSf Pontanus, and Volaterranus 3 attacked by Alciat, for the honour 
of the law ; and defended by Baronini (A. D. 5619 No. », Stc*) for the bo« 
nour of die church. Vet Tsetses hlmfelf had read in teber chroniclts, that 
Belifarius did not lofe hia fight^ and cbat he recovered hie Unc and 
fortunes. 

credit^ 
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crediti or rather Jfevour, as a ftrangc example of c h a p. 
the viciflitudes of fortune ^\ '_r-.r-0 

If the emi)eror could rejoice in the death of fjj^*]'^*^^^ 
Beiifarius, he enjoyed the bafe fatisfadion only juftinmn, 
eight months, the laft period of a reign of thirty* iJi^'iJ^ ^* 
eight, and a life of eighty-three years. It would 
be difficult to trace the cbaraQer of a prince who 
is not the mod confpicuous object of his own 
times : but the confeOions of an enemy may be 
received as the fafeft evidence of his virtues. The 
refemblance of Juftinian to the buft of Domitian, 
is maliciouily urged ^'; with the acknowledgment, 
however, of a well-proportioned figure, a ruddy 
complexion, and a pleafmg countenance. The 
emperor was eafy of accefs, patient of hearing, 
courteous and affable in difcourfe, and a mafter 
of the angry paffions, which rage with fuch 
deftru£live violence in the bread of a defpot. Pr<y» 
copius praifes his temper to reproach him with 
calm and deliberate cruelty ; but in the confpira* 
des which attacked his authority and perfon, a 
more candid judgis will approve the juftice or 



70 The Aatuein the villa Borghefeat Rome, id a fitting poflure, with 
, an open hand, which is vulgarly givim p BeHfarlus, may be afcribed with 
more dignity to Auguflus in the z€t of propitiating Nemefis (Winkelman^ 
Hift- de r Art, torn. lii« p. a66.). £x noAurno vi(u etiaro ilipem, quotannis^ 
die certOf emendicabat a populo, cavam manuno aflei porrigentibuc praeben^ 
'(Sueton. in Augufl. u 9!, with an excellent note of Cafaubon). 

7> The rtdftr of Domittan is (ligmatifrd, quaintly enough, by the pen of 
Tacitua (in Vic. Agricoi. €.45.)$ and has betn likewife noticed by the 
younger PUny (Panegyr.. c 48) and Suetonius (in Domitian, c. 18. and 
Cafaubon ad locum.). Hrocopius (Anecdot. c. 8 } foolIHily believes that 
pnly uu b^ft of Domitian had reached the vlth centucy, 

admire 



Digitized by 



Google 



419 THE DECLIKE AKD FALL 

CHAP, admire the clemency of Juftinian. He excelled ia 
the private virtues of chaftity and temperance: 
but the impartial love of beauty wonld have been 
lefs mifchievous, than his conjugal tendemefs for 
Theodora ^ and his abftemious diet was regulated^ 
not by the prudence of a philofopher, but the fuper- 
ftidon of a monk. His repafts were fliort and 
frugal : on folemn fails, he contented himfelf ^th 
water and vegetables ; and fuch was his ftrength, 
as well as fervour, that he frequently pafTed two 
<lays and as many nights, without tafting any food. 
The meafure of his fleep was not lefs rigorous: 
after the repofe of a fingle hour, the body was 
awakened by the foul» and, to the aflonilhment of 
his chamberlains, Juftinian walked or ftudied till 
the morning light. Such reftlefs s4>plication pro-^ 
longed his time for the acquifition of knowledge'* 
and the difpatch of bufineis ; and he might ferl- 
oufly deferve the reproach of confounding, by 
minute and prepofterous diligence, the general 
order of his adminiftration. . The emperor pio^ 
fisffed himfelf a mufician and architefb, a poet and 
philofopher, a lawyer and theologian ; and if he 
failed in the enterprife of reconciling the Chriftiaa 
fefts, the review of the Roman jurifprudence is a 
noble monument of his fpirit and induftry* In the 
government of the empbe, he was lefs wife or left 
fuccefsful: the age was unfortunate; the people 

7^ The Audies and fcience of Juftmuo are attefted by the cooliEflioii 
(Anecdot. c. 8. 13.)* ^i^ ^oore th^n by the praifct (Gothic. L ill. e. 31. de 
£dific. L i. Proem, c. 7.) of Procopiut. GonfuU the copioat index of 
Alemannus, and read the life of Juftinian by Ludewi; (fi x 35^14^)* 
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was oppreffed and difconrented ; Theodora abufed chap. 
her power ; a fucceffion of bad minifters difgraced 
his judgment ; and Juftinian was neither belovetj 
in his life, nor regretted at his death. The love 
of fame was deeply implanted in his breaft, but he 
condcfcended to the poor ambition of titles, 
honours, and contemporary praife ; and while he 
laboured to fix the admiration, he forfeited the 
efteem and affedion of the Romans. The defign 
of the African and Italian wars was boldly con* 
ceived and executed : and his penetration difcovered 
the talents of Bdifarius in the camp, of Narfes 
in the palace. But the name of the emperor is 
edipfed by the names of his vidorious generals ; 
and Belifarius dill lives, to upbraid the envy and* 
ingratitude of his fovereign. The partial favour 
of mankind applauds the genius of a conqueror, 
who leads and direds his fubjedis in the exercife of 
arms. The charafters of Philip the Second and 
of Juftinian are diftinguiflied by the cold ambitioa 
which delights in war, and declines the dangers of 
the field. Yet a coloflai ftatue of bronze repre^ 
fented the emperor on horfeback, preparing to 
march againft the Perfians in the habit and armour 
of Achilles* In the great fiquare before the church 
of St. Sophia,, this monument was raifed on a brafs 
column and a ftonc pedeftal of feven fteps : and 
the pillar of Theodofius, which weighed feven 
thoufand four hundred pounds of lilver, was 
removed from the fame place by the avarice and 
vanity of Juftinian. Future princes were more 
Jyft or indulgent to his memory j the elder Andro- 

nicus. 
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CHAP, nicus, in the bcgmmng of the fourteenth century » 
s»-^w'^> repaired and beautified his equeftrian ftatue : fince 

the fall of the empire, it has been melted into can- 

aon by the vidorious Turks ^\ 

I (ball conclude this chapter with the comets, 
the earthquakes, and the plague, which aftonifhed 
or afflicted the age of Judinian, 

Co«nets. L In the fifth year of his reign, and in the month 

jj^335. of September, a comet '♦ was feen during twenty 
days in the weftern quarter of the heavens, and 
which (hot its rays into the north. Eight years 
afterwards, while the fun was in Capricorn, another 
comet appeared to follow in the Sagitary : the fize 
was gradually increafmg ; the head was in the eaft, 
rhe tail in the weft, and it remained vifible above 
forty days. The nations, who gazed with aftoniih- 
ment, expected wars and calamities ftom the 
baleful influence; and thefe expedations were 
abundantly fulfilled. The ailronomers diifembled 
their ignoiance of the nature of thefe blazing ftars, 
which they afifefted to reprefent as the floating 
meteors of the air ; and few among them embraced 
the Ample notion of Seneca and the Chaldasans» 
that they are only planets of a longer period and 

^1 Set in the C. P. Chrtftiana of Ducange (L i. c. 24. No. i.), a chain of 
original uftimomcsy from Procopius in the vith^ to OyUins in the xvith 
crntury. 

74 The fird comet is mentioned by John Malala (torn. ii. p. 190. 219*) 
and Tbeopliancs (p. S54.}i the fccond hy Trocopius (Perfic. Lii. c. 4.). 
yet 1 ftrontly fufpeft their identity. The palenefs of the i^n (Vapdat 
\, ii. c« 14*) ii applied bj Thcophanc« (p. 153.) to a different y^ar. 

more 
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more eccentric motion '*. Time and fcience have chap. 
jaftified the conjectures and predidions of the 
Roman fage : the telefcope has opened new worlds 
to the eyes of aftronomers ^^ ; and, in the narrow 
fpace of hiftory and fable, one and the fame comet 
is already found to have revifited the earth in/even 
equal revolutions of five hundred and feventy-iive 
years. The ^rji ", which afcends beyond the 
Chriftian sera one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-feven years, is coeval with Ogyges the father 
of Grecian antiquity. ' And this appearance ex- 
plains the tradition which Varro has preferved, 
that under his reign the planet Venus changed her 
colour, fize, figure, and courfe ; a prodigy without 
example either in pad or fucceeding ages ^•. The 
fecond vilk, in the year eleven hundred and ninety- 
three, is darkly implied in the fable of EleQra the 
feventh of the Pleiads, who have been reduced to 
fix (ince the time of the Trojan war. That nymph, 

75' SenecVs viith book of Natural Quei^ions dirp].iyf, in the theory 
of comets, a philofophic min^. Yet ^i>uld we not too candidly confound 
a vague prediction, a veniet tcmpus, &c. with the merit of real difco* 
veries. 

76 Aftronomers may ftudy Newton and Halley. 1 draw my humble 
icler.ce from the ariicle Comilte, in the French Encyclopedic by M. 
d'Afembert. 

77 Whillon, the honed, pious, vifionary Whifton, had fancied, for the 
sr^ of Noairs fiood (2x41 years before Chrift), a prior apparition of the 
fame comet which drowRed the earth with its tail. 

7* A DiiTertation of Freret (Memoires de TAcademle des Infcriptions, 
com. X p. 357—377.) affords an happy union of philofophy and erudition. 
The phenomenon in the time of Ogyges was preferved by Varro (apud 
Aosudin. de CWitace Dei, Kxi. 8.), who quotes Caftor, Dion of Naples, 
and Adraftos of Cyzicus^-nobiles mathematici. The two fubfequent 
seriods are preferred by the Creek mychologifts and the fpurious books of 
SibjUine verfcs, 
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CHAP, the wife of Dardanus, was unable to fupport tbe 



xuii. 



ruin of her country ; (he abandoned the dance$ of 
her fifter orbs, fled from the zodiac to the north 
pole^ and obtained, from her difltevelled locks, 
the naipe of the comet. The third period expires 
in the year fix hundred and eighteen, a date that 
exaftly agrees with the tremendous comet of the 
Sibyll, and perhaps of Pliny, which arofe in the 
Weft two generations before the reign of Cyrus. 
The fourth apparition, forty-four years before the 
birth of Chrift, is of ail others the moft fplendid 
and important. After the death of Csefar, a long- 
haired flar was confpicuous to Rome and to the 
nations, during the games which were exhibited 
by young 0£lavian, in honour of Venus and his 
uncle. The vulgar opinion, that it ccmveyed to 
heaven the divine fo^I of the di6lator, was cberiflied 
And confecrated by the piety of a ftatefman 2 
while his fecret fuperftition referred the comet to 
the glory of his own times '•. Tht^fth vifit has 
been already afcribed to the fifth year of Juftinian, 
which coincides with the five hundred and thirty-i 
firft of the Chriftian sera. And it may deferve 
notice, that in this, as in the preceding inftance, 
the comet was followed, though at a longer interval, 
by a remarkable palenefs of the fun. The Jixth 
return, in the year eleven hundred and fixj is 
recorded by the chronicles of Europe and China ) 

79 PUny (Hift. Nat. ii. 23.) has tranfcnbcd the original memorial of 
Auguftus. Mairap» in his moil ingeoious kcten 10 the P. Pareoniny 
mifiionary in China, removes the games ard the cooaet of Septeonber^ 
from the year 44 to the year 43, before the Chriftian «ra ; but 1 am not 
totaHy fubdued by the critlcifm of the aftroromcr (Opurciiies, p*ft^$-*- 

and 
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and ta the firft ftnronr of the CruCules, the GhrUl- chap. 

XLIII 

fains and the Mahometans might furaufc, iK^th equal s^^^-^-w 
reafoDy that it portended the deftrudion of the In- 
fidels. Thejiwntb phsmomeKm of one thoufand 
fix hundred and eighty was prefeated to the eyed 
of an e&hghtened age *^ The philofophy of Bayle 
difpelled a prejudice which Milton's mufe had fo 
?ecentiy adorned, that the cornet^ *^ from its hor^ 
^ rid hair fhakes peftilence and war "'/' Its road 
hi the heavens was obferved with exqulfite fkili by 
Flamftead and Caffini ; and the mathematical fct- 
cnce of BemouUi, Newton, and Haltey, invefti- 
gated the laws of hs revolutions. At the eigitk 
period, in the year two thoufand two hundred and 
fifty-five, their calculations may perhaps be verified 
by the aftronomers of fome future oqf^ital in the 
Siberian or American wildernefs* 

IL The near approach of a comet may mjure s^^rtb. 
or deflroy the globe which we inhabit; but the ^^^*** 
changes on its furface have been hitherto produced 
hy the adion of volcanos and earthquakes '\ The 

^ This laft comet was vifible in the month of December i6So. Bayle, 
y9ho began his Penfees fur le Comete in January 1681 (OeuvreS) torn. iii.)» 
was forced to argue that » JufftmatursI comet would have confirmed the 
aneienu in their idolatry. Bernoulli (fee his EI§ge, in Fontenelie, torn, v* 
p. 9^.} was forced to allow that the uil, though not the bead, was a>%ii of 
the wrath of Cod. 

ti Paradife Loft was publiOied in the year 1667 ; and the famous lines 
(1. ii. jo%, &c.)> which ftartWd the Hcenfer, may allude to the recent comet 
of 1664, obferved by Caffini at Rome in the prefence of queen ChrK^ina 
(Fontenelle, in his Eloge, tom. v. p. 338.]. Had Charles II. betrayed uif 
fymptoms of curiofity or fear ? 

*< For the caufe of earthquakes, fee BufTon (tern. I. p. 500—536. Sup* 
plement a VHlil Naturelle, tom. v. p. 382 — 390. edition in 4to.j, Valmont 
de Bomare (DiAionalre d*Hiftoir« Naturelle, Trtmhltmtns de Ttrrt, Pyritts)^ 
Watte (Chemical £fiays, tom. i. p. iSi^^o^.}* 

nature 
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CHAP, nature of the foil may Indicate the coantries moft 
expofed to thefe formidable concuilions^ fince they 
are caufed by fubterraneous fires, and fuch fires are 
kindled by the union and fermentation of iron and 
fulphur. But their times and effe&s s^pear to lie 
beyond the reach of human curiofity, and the 
philofopher will difcreetly abftain from the pre- 
diftion of earthquakes, till he has counted the 
drops of water that fiiently filtrate on the inflam- 
mable mineral, and meafured the caverns which 
increafe by refiftance the explofion of the impri- 
foned air. Without affigning the caufe, hiilory 
will diftinguifli the periods in which thefe calami- 
tous events have been rare or frequent, and will 
obferve, that this feVer of the earth raged with un- 
common violence during the reign of Juftinian *K 
Each year is marked by the repetition of earttu 
quakes, of fuch duration, that Conftantinople has 
been ihaken above forty days ; of fuch extent, that 
the ihock has been communicated to the whole 
furface of the globe, or at leaft of the Roman 
empire. An impulfive or vibratory motion was felt : 
enormous chafnis' were opened, huge and heavy 
bodies were difcharged into the air, the fea alter^ 
nately advanced and retreated beyond its ordinary 
bounds, and a mountain was torn from Libanus \ 

and 

>l The earthquakes that (hook the Roman werM in the rrign of 
Juftinian, are defcrihed <ir mentioned by Procopius (Goth. 1. iv. c. ^^» 
Anecdot. c. i8.)» Ajtthias (1. ii. p. 5a, 53, 54. 1. v. p. 145— 152)> Jotin 
Malala (Chron. torn. ii. p. i40-*i46. 176, 177. 1S3. 193. lao. 229. 231. 
»33» *34*)> «nd Thcophanes (p. 151. 183. ]S9. 191— 196.). 

H An abrupt height^ a perpendicvlar cape between Aradus and 
Botrysy nair.ed by the Greekt Qiw Tfoa-vTro* and arrforxTn* or 
yJ^fWwcQf by the fcrupttJoHS ChriAkns (Poiyh. U v. p. 41 t. 
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*nd caft into the waves, where it proteded, as a ^Jfjn ^* 
mole, the new harbour of Botrys '* in Phoenicia. ^^*— w-^-^ 
The ftroke that agitates an ant-hill, may crufti the 
infeft myriads in the duft ; yet truth muft extort 
a confeffion, that man has induftrioufly laboured 
for his own deftruftion. The inftitution of great 
cities, which include a nation within the limits of a 
wall, almoft realizes the wifli of Caligula, that the 
Roman people had but one neck. Two hundred A. 0,526. 
and fifty thoufand perfons are faid to have periflied *^ *°' 
in the earthquake of Antioch, whofe domeftic mul- 
titudes were fwelled by the conflux of ftrangers to 
the feflival of the Afcenfion. The lofs of Berytus *® A.D. 551, 
was of fmaller account, but of much greater value* -I"^/^* 
That city, on the coaft of Phoenicia, was illuf- 
traled by the ftudy of the civil law, which opened 
the furelt road to wealth and dignity : the fchools 
of Berytus were filled with the rifing fpirits of the 
age, and many a youth was loll in the earthquake, 
who might have lived to be the fcourge or the 
guardian of his country. In thefe dlfafters, the 
atchitefl: becomes the enemy of mankind. The 
hut of a favage, or the tent of an Arab, may be 

Pompon. Mela, I. i. c. i». p. 87. cum Ifaac VoflT. Obftrvat. 
Maundrell, Journey, p, ^1, 35. PocockS Defcription, vol. ii. 

P-99)- ■ 

85 Botrys was founded (ann. ante Chrift. 93s — 903.) by Itboba!, 
king of Tyre (Marfham, Canon. Chron. p. 3 87, 388.). Its poor 
rCprcfentaiive, th« village of Pairone, is now dettitute of ?.n harbour* 

«6 The univerfity, fplendour, and ruin of Herytus, are cele- 
brated by Hetneccius (p. 351 — 356.) as an tflVntial part of the hiftory 
of the Roman law. Tt was overthrown in the xxvih year of Jufti- 
nian, A. D. 5511 July 9 (Theophanes, p. 191 ) 5 but Ag-ithias 
(I. ii. p. 51, 51.) fufpends ihe earthquake till he hsrs atcliieved the 
Julian war. 

VoJL. VII. E c thrown 
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thrown dotien without injury to the inhabitant ; and 
the Peruvians had reafon to deride the folty of their 
Spanifh conquerors, who with fo much coft and 
labour ereded their own fepulchres. The rich 
marbles of a patrician are daflied on his own head : 
a whole people is buried under the ruins of public 
and private edifices, and the conflagration is kindled 
and propagated by the innumerable fires which arc 
neceflfary for the fubfiftence and manuiadtures of a 
great city. Inftead of the mutual fympathy which 
might comfort and affift the diftreffed, they dread« 
fully experience the vices and pailions which are 
releafed from the fear of punifhment : the tottering 
houfes are pillaged . by intrepid avarice ; revenge 
embraces the moment, and fele^s the vidim ; and 
the earth often fwaflows the affa/Iin, or the raviflier, 
in the confummation of their crimes. Superfti^ 
lion involves the prefent danger with invifible ter- 
rors ; and if the image of death may fometimes be 
iiAfervient to the virtue or repentance of indivi« 
doals^ an aflfrighted people is more forcibly moved 
to expefl the end of the world, or to deprecate with 
&rvile homage the wrath of an avenging Deity. 
piagu?w IIL ^JSlhiopia and Egypt have been ftigmatifed 
a^cTnft "re. *^ ^vcry age, as the original fource and feminary of 
ji.D.542. the plague *% In a damp, hot, ftagnating air, 
this African fever is generated from the putrefac- 
tion of animal fubflances, and efpecially from the 
fwarms of locufts, not lefs deftruftive to man- 
kind in their death than in their lives. The fatal 

• 7 I Inve rcaJ with pleaftire Mead*^ (hort, but elegant trcatife, con- 
ccnting Pcfiilential Diforders, ih« viiiih editi90> Londpfl^ 1721. 
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difeafc which depopulated the earth in the time of ^i?A ^• 
Juftinian and his fucceffors '% firft appeared in 
the neighbourhood of Pelufium, between the Ser* 
bonian bog and the eaftem channel of the Nile. 
From thence, tracing as it were a double path, it 
fpread to the Eaft, over Syria, Perfia, and the Indies, 
and penetrated to the Weft, along the coaft of Africa, 
and over the continent of Europe. In the fprbg 
of the fecond year, Conftantinople, during three or 
four months, was vifited by the peftilencej and 
Procopius, who obferved its progrefs and fymptomt 
with the eyes of a phyfician "% has emulated the 
Ikill and diligence of Thucydides in the defcription 
of the plague of Athens •. The infeftion was 
fometimes announced by the vifions of a diftem* 
pered fancy, and the viSim defpaired as foon as ht 
bad heard the menace and fek the ftroke of an in* 
vifible fpedre. But the greater number^ in their 
beds, in the ftreets, in their ufual occupation, were 
jbrprifed by a flight fever j fo flight, indeed, that 

^ The great plague which raged in 54ft and tht following years 
C^3gi, Critica, torn. it. p. 518 )i ma'ft be traced in Procopius 
(Perfic. I.li. c. S9»«t.), Agathias (1. v. f, tfi, Ii4*)> Evagrtus 
(\. iv. 0* s^-}' PaulDiaconus (i.ii. c. 4. |>, 7769 7TT0> Gregoiy 
of Touit (torn. ii. 1 iv. c. 5. p. 205.) who ftyles it Lues Ingmmarmf 
and the Chronicles of Vi^or Tunnuoenfis (p. 9. in Thefaur. lenu 
^rum}, of Marcelliniis (p. 54.)> and of Theophanes (p. 153 )• 

>9 Dr. Friend (Hift. Medicin. in Opp. p. 416— >4xo. Lood. tj^i) 
i« fatisfied that Procopius muft have ftodied phyfjc, from his know- 
ledge and ufe of the technieai words. Yet many words that are now 
icwnrt/ic, were common and popu4ar in ilie Qrerk idiom* 

90 See Thucydides, i. ii* c 47— 54. p. S17 — 133. edit. Duker, 
and the poeiicai defcription of the fame plague by LucnetiHS (1. ti. 
1 1 16—1284.). I was indebted to Dr. Hunter for an elaborate 
commentary on this part of Thucydidet» a quarto of 600 pages 
(Venet. 1603, apod Juntas), whicli was pronounced in St. Markka 
U^raqr^ by Fabiiis PauUinus Utincnlisy a phyfician and pbilofopher. 
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neither the pulfe nor the colour of the patient gave 
any figns of the approaching danger. The fame, 
the next, or the fucceeding day, it was declared by . 
the fwelL'ng of the glands, particularly thofe of 
the groin, of the arm-pits, and under the ear ; 
and when thefe buboes or tumours were opened, 
they were found to contain a coal^ or black fub- 
fiance, of the fize of a lentil. If they came to a 
juft fwelling and fuppuration, the patient was 
faved by this kind and natural difcharge of the 
morbid humour. But if they continued hard and 
dry, a mortification quickly enfued, and the fifth 
day was commonly the term of his life. The 
fever was often accompanied with lethargy or 
delirium ; the bodies of the fick were covered with 
black puftules or carbuncles, the fymptonis of 
immediate death ; and in the conditutions too 
feeble to produce an eruption, the vomiting of 
blood was followed by a mortification of the bowels. 
To pregnant women the plague was generally 
mortal : yet one infant was drawn alive from his 
dead mother, and three mothers furvived the lofs 
of their, infefted foetus. Youth was the moft pe- 
rilous feafon ; and the female fex was lefs fuf- 
ceptible than the male : but every rank and pro- 
feflion was. attacked with indifcriminate rage, and 
many of thofe who efcaped were deprived of the 
ufe of their fpeech, without being fecure from a 
return of the diforder ''. The phyficians of Con- 

fiantinople 

9* ThucyHMcs (c. 51.} affirms, that th« infeaion coulJ onlybc 
©no« \7\V-t\ ; hur Evagiius, who had family experitnce of the p^^ue. 
obfenreii that fQine pcrfonsi who bad efcaped the fiiH^ f^nk under the 
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ftantinople were zealous and Ikilful : but their art ^ " jf. **• 
was baffled by the various fymptoms and pertina- 
cious vehemence of the difeafe : the fame remedies 
were produftive of contrary efFefts, and the event 
capricioufly difappointed their prognoftics' of death 
or recovery. The order of funerals, and the right 
of fepulchres, were confounded ; thofe who were 
left without friends or fervants, lay unburied in the 
ftreets, or in their defolate houfes ; and a magiftrate 
was authorized to coUeft the promifcuous heaps of 
dead bodies, to tranfport them by land or water, 
and to inter them in deep pits beyond the pre- 
cinds of the city. Their own danger, and the 
pTofpecl of public diflrefs, awakened fome remorfe 
in the minds of the moft vicious of mankind ; the 
confidence of health again revived their paffions 
and habits ; but philofophy muft dildain the ob- 
fervation of Procopius, that the lives of fuch men 
were guarded by the peculiar favour of fortune or 
providence. He forgot, or perhaps he fecretly 
recollefted, that the plague had touched the per- 
fon of Juftinian himfelf; but the abftemious diet 
of the emperor may fuggeft, as in the cafe of So- 
crates, a more rational and honourable caufe for 
his recovery **. During his ficknefs, the public 
tonfternation was expreffed in the habits of the 

fecond attack j and this repftition is confirmed by Pabius Paiillinvs 
(p. 588.). I obfevve tliat on this head pliyUciars are divided; 
and (he nature and o^erat on of the di^ealie may i>ot always be nmilar* 
9» It waj thus :hjit Socrates had been favtd by h»» temperance, in 
the plague of Athens ('\u\, Gellius, No6t. /itiic. ii. i.). Dr. 
Mead accounts for the pecultHr fjiuhrity of religious houfes, by the 
fwo advantages ot irclufion and abAinence (p. i8^ 19. )• 
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CHAP. Citizens ; and their idlenefs and defpondence occa« 
^.^.^v^^^ fioned a general fcaicity in the capital of the 

Eaft. 
^ttentand Contagion is the infeparable fymptom of the 
*^A d"' pl^g^^ i ^hich, by mutual rcfpiration, is tranf- 
^42— 594. fufed from the infeded perfons to the lungs and 
ftoroach of thofe who approach them. While 
philofophers believe and tremble, it is fingular, 
that the exiftejice of a real danger ihould have 
been denied by a i>eopIe mofl: prone to vain and 
imaginary terrors*'. Yet the fellow-citizens of 
Procopius were fatisfied, by fome (hort and partial 
experience, that the infedlion could not be gained 
by the clofefl: converration ** ; and this perfuaiioa 
might fupport the affiduity of friends or phyHcians 
in the care of the fick, whom inhuman prudence 
would have condemned to folitude^and defpair. 
But the fatal fecurity, like the predeftination of the 
Turks, muft have aided the progrcfs of the con- 
tagion, and thofe falutary precautions to which 
Europe is indebted for her fafety, were unknown 
to the government of Juftinian* No reftraints 
were impofed on the free and frequent intercourfe 
of the Roman provinces j from ^erfia to France, 

91 Mead proTTcs (hat the plague is contagious, from Thucydidet^ 
Lucretin<;, AnDotle, Galen, and common experience (p. io-*-ioO| 
and he refutes (Preface, p. ii— xiii.) the conti-ary opinion of ibe 
French phyllcians who vifired Marfeilles in the year 17*0. Yet 
thefe wcie the recent and enlightened fpe^iators of a plague whicb^ 
in a few inonths> fwept away 50,000 inhabitants (lur la Pcfte de 
Mirfeille, Paris, 1786) of a city that, in the prefent hour of pro- 
i'perity and iradr, contains no more than 90^000 (ouls (Nccker, fur 
les Finances, torn. i. p. ajT.). 

9+ The flrong aflfertions of Procopius^ tfrc ya.^ mt^j bTi yocf tiix^ 
—are overthrown by the fubfequent experience oi £vagriu8. 
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the nations were mingled and infefted by wars and 
emigrations; and the peftiiential odour which lurks 
for years in a bale of cotton, was imported, by the 
abufe of trade, into the mofl diftant regions. The 
mode of its propagation is explained by the re- 
mark of Procopius himfelf, that it always fpread 
from the fea-coatt to the inland country ; the mod 
fequeftered iflands and mountains were fucceffively 
vifited ; the places which had efcaped the fury of 
its fir ft paflage, were alone expofed to the conta- 
gion of the enfuing yean 'fhe winds might dif* 
fufe that fubtle venom ; but unlefs the atmoFphere 
be previoufly difpofed for its reception, the plague 
would foon expire in the cold or temperate cli- 
mates of the earth. Such was the univerfal cor- 
ruption of the air, that the peftilence which burft 
Forth in the fifteenth year of Juftinian was not 
checked or alleviated by any difference of the fea- 
fons. In time, its firft malignity was abated and 
difperfed ; the difeafe alternately languifhed and ^ 
revived ; but it was not till the end of a cala- 
mitous period of fifty-two years, that mankind re- 
covered their health, or the air refumed its pure 
and falubrious quality. No fadts have been pre- 
ferved to fuftain an account, or even a conjefture, 
of the numbers that perifhed in this extraordinary 
mortality. I only find, that during three months, 
five, and at length ten thoufand perfons died each 
day at Conftantinople ; that many cities of the Eafl 
were left vacant, and that in feveral diftrids of 
Italy the harveft and the vintage withered on the 
ground. The triple fcourge of war, peftilence, and 
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limine, afflicted the fubje£ts of Juftinian^ and his 
reign is difgraced by a vifible decreafe of the hu- 
man fpecies, >^hich has never been repaired in 
fome of the faired countries of the globe ^\ 

9$ After fomc figures of rhetoric, the f-.n h of the Tea, &c. Pro- 
copin^ ( Anec *'or c. 18.) attempts a m-re drfinite acrru'^t: that 
^^uAbi f4A}fiotiw (w^%^ had bceit extei ininatrd under the rtign tif 
thr Iinp(.iui daemon. The expieflioD it 01 fcurc in giammar and 
•rithiitetic, and a literal inttrrpretation would produce feveial millions 
orf mil'iont. Aieinannua (p. 80.) and Coufm (torn. iii. p. 178.) tranf- 
)ate ihts palfa^r, " two hundred milhoos^^* hut I urn if-nor-^ntof 
their moMVcS. If we drop th«r /i.i>pMt}af, the rem..iniiig ^p»9slvf fjtvfixif 
m myriad of mynnd", would furuifli one hundred miUiOiiS, a nuinbct 
not wholly inadmilfible. . 



END OF THE SEVENTH VOLUME^ 
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